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WAR DIARY 

               or        Unit 1st Bn The Royal Scots  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 
(Erase heading not required) 

Month and Year January 43               Commanding Officer Lt Col KAT MacLennan MC 
 

 
Place 

 
Date 

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 

 
References to Appendices 

CHITTAGONG 1  1. Bn holiday - swimming competition and football. JSP 
 2  2. Training under Coy arrangements. JSP 
 3  3. Strength no change Officers 40 O.Rs 851 JSP APP I 
 4-5  4. Training under Coy arrangements. JSP 
 6  5. Demonstration of 3.7" Howitzer. JSP 
 7  6. Bn inoculated and vaccinated for cholera and smallpox. JSP 
 8-9  7. Training under Coy arrangements. JSP 
 10  8. Strength no change Officers 40 O.Rs 763 JSP APP II & III 
 11  

 
1800 

9. Visit by Commander in Chief and demonstration of river crossing 
   by "B" Coy. 
10. Naval Exercise 

JSP 

 12  11. C.O. leaves Bn and takes over command of 4 Inf Bde. JSP 
 13-15  12. Training under Coy arrangements. JSP 
 16/17  13. Naval Exercise JSP 
 17  14. Strength unchanged JSP 

Chittagong 18  15. Training by Coys. Pl of "C" Coy detached for special guard 
    duties. 

 
JSP 

 18/19  16. Bde EX DANE - night landing JSP 
 20  17. Training by Coys. JSP 
 21  18. Training by Coys. JSP 
 22  19. Training by Coys. JSP 
 23 0900 

1500 
20. C.O. to Bde for orders 
21. Lt. Col. W.H. Sutherland arrives and assumes command. 

JSP 
JSP 

 24 1000 22. C.O. to Bde for orders and "O" Gp conference held at 1430 hrs 
    on OSCAR, Strength 40 Officers 762 ORs 
23. Pl of "C" Coy returns from detachment. 

 
JSP APP IV-V 
JSP 

 
 
 
 
 

25  24. The Coy Comds at about 0745 hrs asked the Adj for an interview 
with the C.O. at 0900 hrs. The Adj replied that this time 
would not suit the C.O. as he would be busy preparing for his 
conference at 1000 hrs when he would give out his OSCAR 
orders. They, however, pressed for an interview before the 

 
 
 
 
 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript. 



Chittagong 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chittagong 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chittagong 

conference and they were informed that the C.O. would see them 
at the Planning Room at 0945 hrs. 
At 0900 hrs the C.O. arrived at the Planning Room, found all 
Coy Comds there and he entered the inner room to work. As the 
Coy Comds remained the C.O. went out and said "I understand 
you want to see me at 0945 hrs" and they replied "It would be 
better now". The CO then had Major Mackenzie sent for, as he 
would not consider seeing Coy Comds without 2i/c being 
present. 
On the arrival of Major Mackenzie, he was asked if he knew 
beforehand of this deputation to which he replied "Yes" then 
why as 2i/c had he not informed the CO of this interview, to 
which he replied that Major Douglas was doing so. He was then 
asked if he knew the purpose of the deputation and he said 
"Yes". 
Major Douglas then informed the CO that, in the opinion of the 
Coy Comds, the CO's arrival at this juncture in the operations 
in view, was most inopportune and they thought that it might 
be bungled and that he should allow Major C.S. Mackenzie to 
command the Bn on OSCAR which was what the Coy Comds required. 
The C.O. then stated that what had been said surprised him 
considerably and asked what reply they expected. He said that 
he would inform them of his decision later. He was then 
pressed for a decision and Major Callender said that if a 
decision was not given they wanted to see the Bde Comd to 
which the C.O. replied "You certainly will see the Brigadier" 
and dismissed the officers. He then recalled Major Mackenzie 
and placed him under open arrest. 
The CO then informed the Adj. and QM of the occurrence and 
ordered the Adj to phone Bde that the CO was on his way to see 
the Bde Comd on important business. 
The conference called for 1000 hrs was postponed. 
The C.O. saw the Bde Comd and informed him what had happened 
but stressed that he was prepared with every hope of success 
to undertake OSCAR with Coy 2i/cs as Coy Comds. 
On his return from Bde the CO placed Major Douglas under open 
arrest. 
At 1430 hrs the C.O. held O Gp conference when the Adj. gave 
out general outline of OSCAR. 
Lt McCance, however, left on OSCAR Recce as arranged. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 

Chittagong 26  
 
25. The CO placed the remaining Coy Comds under open arrest and 

then released them without prejudice to re-arrest. 
 
JSP 



1000 
1700 

26. Pl of C Coy detached for special guard duties. 
27. CO holds O Gp conference with 2i/c Coys as Coy Comds. 

JSP 
JSP 

 27  28. Coy Training. 
29. Lt McCance returns from recce. This report will be attached to 

Feb War Diary.  

JSP 
 
JSP 

 28  30. Coy Training. JSP 
 29  

1100 
1230 

 
1500 

31. Coy Training. 
32. Lt Col W.H. Sutherland posted away. 

Bde Comd addresses all officers, accompanied by 2i/c and Coy 
Comds who are re-instated. 
Lt Col R.W. Jackson assumes command of the Bn. 

JSP 
 
 
 
JSP 

 30  33. Coy Training. JSP 
 31  

1500 
 

2000 

34. Strength 40 Officers 746 O.Rs 
35. C.O. at conference at Bde to receive preliminary orders for 

exercise WILDE 
36. "O" Gp Conference when C.O. gives out general idea of exercise 

WILDE. 
37. Malaria During this month, the Bn has been encamped around 

Indian villages in wooded country with many tanks. The 
incidence of malaria since being quartered here has been 
considerable and 81 ORs have been admitted to hospital with 
malaria. 

 
    1st February 1943   Chittagong 
                                      J.S. Purves Lieut 
                                      Intelligence Officer 
                                      1st Bn The Royal Scots 
  

APP VI & VII JSP 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 

 
  



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 1st Bn The Royal Scots  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 
(Erase heading not required) 

Month and Year Feb 43          Commanding Officer Lt Col R.W. Jackson  
 

 
Place 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 

 
References to Appendices 

Chittagong 1  
1000 
1700 

1. Report of recce of Lieut McCance attached 
2. CO to Bde for orders - heavy stores loaded. 
3. "O" Gp Conference when CO issues his WILDE orders 
4. Pl of C Coy on detachment returns 

APP I JSP 
JSP 
JSP 
JSP 

 2 1230 
 
 

1030 
 

1530 

5. Bn leaves for jetties and embark. Admin instructions attached 
(APP II) and Landing Table (APP III). Admin notes of orders (APP 
IV) 

6. Sjt Donnelly and Pte McPake (A Coy) seriously injured while 
priming 69 grenades 

7. Bn sailed in two paddlers 

 
APP II & III JSP 
APP IV JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 

Field 
 
 
 
 

TEKNAF 

3 1115 
1315 
1335 

 
 

1700 

8. CO and Adj left paddler to attend conference 
9. Paddlers anchored in NAF River 
10. CO and Adj returned and at 1345 'O' Gp Conference held. OSCAR 

WILDE postponed on account of failure of 14 Ind Div to capture 
DONBAIK position when they attacked supported by tanks AM 2 Feb 

11. Bn landed near TEKNAF and went into camp M2548 / Sheet 84D - 
C.O. to R Berks for conference - all stores unloaded by 2300 hrs

JSP 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 

" 4 0930 
1030 

12. CO returned - Bn settled in and built matting huts 
13. Bde Comd visited Bn 

JSP 
JSP 

" 5 0930 14. CO left for conference and returned 2030 hrs 
15. Bn continued to settle in 

JSP 
JSP 

" 6  
1400 

16. HQ Coy washing day. Rifle Coys training by coys. 
17. 'O' Gp Training Conference 

JSP 
JSP 

" 7  18. Training by Coys  Strength 38 Officers 690 ORs (APP V & VI) APP V & VI JSP 
" 8  19. Training by Coys - CO, 2i/c, Major Callender, Capt Russell & Lt 

    Warrack on recce to DONBAIK returning 9 Feb 
 
JSP 

" 9  20. Training by Coys. JSP 
" 10  21. Training by Coys JSP 
" 11  22. Training by Coys - 1200 hrs 'O' Gp Training Conference JSP 
" 12  23. Training by Coys - 1500 hrs CO to Bde for conference JSP 

TEKNAF 13  24. Training by Coys JSP 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript. 



" 14  25. Training by Coys - voluntary Church Parade - Strength 38 
Officers 687 ORs 

 
APP VII & VIII JSP 

" 15  26. Training by Coys JSP 
" 16  27. Training by Coys - 0830 hrs CO to Bde for Conference JSP 
" 17  28. Training by Coys JSP 
" 18  28A. Training by Coys JSP 
" 19  

1000 
1730 

29. Rifle Coys on Interior Economy. HQ Coy Training 
30. 'O' Gp Conference when CO gives out plan for OSCAR (APP IX) 
31. Col Hopkins visits Co. 

JSP 
APP IX JSP 

" 20  32. A & D Coys carry out half bn exercise in morning and B & C Coys 
do similar exercise in afternoon 

 
JSP 

" 21 1000 
1130 

33. CO holds 'O' Gp Conference. 
34. Demonstration for Coy Comds of 68 Grenade and 2" mortar. 
35. Strength 38 Officers 666 ORs (APP X & XI) 

JSP 
JSP 
APP X & XI JSP 

" 22  36. CO instructed all coys equipped for battle - Coy Comds 
Conference 

 
JSP 

TEKNAF 23  37. Training by Coys - Maj. Gen Lloyd GOC. 14 Ind Div visited Bn 
1630 hrs 

38. New landing table issued (APP XII)  

 
JSP 
APP XII JSP 

" 24  39. CO to Bde 0930 returning 1600 hrs - Training by Coys JSP 
" 25  40. Training by Coys - 1400 hrs O Gp Conference when plan for raid 

was given out 
 
JSP 

" 26 0900 
 
 

1655 

41. Bde Comd held his 'O' Gp Conference for raids at this HQ. 
42. B & D on range. Bren, TSMG, rifle and 2" mortar, remainder 

training under coy arrangements 
43. Message received from Bde that 14 Ind Div had cancelled raid. 

O.O. No 1 attached as APP XIII 

JSP 
 
JSP 
 
APP XIII JSP 

" 27  44. Training by Coys - CO visited Carrier Pl. and attended Bde 
Conference at 1430 hrs returning 1645 hrs. 

 
JSP 

" 28  45. OSCAR cancelled - Training by Coys - 0900 hrs 'O' Gp Conference 
- Strength 39 Officers 695 ORs (APP XIV & XV) 

 
    TEKNAF 28 Feb 43                  J.S. Purves Lieut 
                                      Intelligence Officer 
                                      1st Bn The Royal Scots 
 

 
JSP APP XIV & XV 

 
  



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 

               or    Unit 1st Bn The Royal Scots  
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 
(Erase heading not required) 

Month and Year MARCH 43          Commanding Officer Lt Col R.W. Jackson  
 

 
Place 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 

 
References to Appendices 

TEKNAF 1 0900 1. 'O' Gp Conference - Bn packing for move. JSP 
" 2 0700 2. Bn leaves TEKNAF crossing to MAUNGDAW in BURMA and camped at No 

   4 Staging Camp 
 
JSP 

FIELD 3 0900 
 

2330 

3. CO and IO left Bn to proceed to Bde Command Post - Bn lay up in 
   same area - Bn received dose of ATEBRIN 
4. 1 Pl pnr Coy left with mule convoy by march route to 5 
   Staging Camp 

 
JSP 
 
JSP 

" 4  
 

2200 

5. CO and IO recced F.D.Ls and 1 Lincs F.D.Ls 
6. Bn moved by ferry transport during afternoon to 5 Staging Camp 
   1 Pl pnr Coy left 5 Staging Camp with mule convoy to 6 Staging 
   Camp 

JSP 
 
 
JSP 

" 5 1000 
1200 

 
2130 

 

7. CO and QM to 1 Lincs 'B' Ech and came under shellfire 
8. CO to Bde Conference 
9. Bn moved by ferry transport during afternoon to 6 Staging Camp 
   1 Pl pnr Coy left 6 Staging Camp with mule convoy to 
   concentration area 

JSP 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 

" 
 

FIELD 

6 0900 10. C.O. holds O Gp Conference and at 1400 hrs CO and 'O' Gp move 
    to 1 Lincs for take-over 
11. Bn completed move by ferry tpt to concentration area. Map Sheet 
    84D/11 Square 6486 - CO to Bde Conference 2000 hrs. 

 
 
 
JSP 

" 7 1200 
1550 
2130 

12. Bn less A Coy completed take-over from 1 Lincs 
13. 2 ORs 'B' Coy wounded by mortar shell. 
14. 'A' Coy completed take over from A Coy 1 Lincs. 
    Positions taken over by bn as follows:- Map Photographic 
    Enlargement of 84D11 (APP I) Positions Trace APP II 
15. Strength 39 Officers 694 ORs (APP III & IV) 

JSP 
JSP 
 
 
APP I & II JSP 
APP III & IV JSP 

" 
 
 
 
 

8  
 

0850 
 
 

16. During night 7/8 harassing fire by our arty. 'A' Coy came under 
    enemy mortar fire and 'B' Coy sniped at. 
17. Enemy gunfire in rear positions till 0920 hrs and mortar fire 

from 1000/1030 hrs in rear positions and Bn HQ. Enemy sniper in 
Bn HQ area. 

 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript. 



 
 
 

FIELD 

1100 
1730 
1815 

 
 

1845 
 
 

2230 

18. CO to Bde Conference. 'B' Coy take over Pl position from DLI. 
19. Bn HQ move to 645843 
20. Mortar Pl fired all guns from D Coy area on shore onto chaung 

mouth and chaung centre (648832) - 5 rds per gun 6 smoke 24 HE. 
These shots landed 150x over target area. 

21. Mortar Pl after moving position rapidly fired same shoot as 
above on same target from behind Bn HQ and all rounds were on 
target. 

22. Lt Darling & 6 ORs (B Coy) advanced as a patrol as far as 
chaung 647835 and missed bogged carrier. Proceeded 60x along 
chaung and saw no enemy. Moved back to trees and then advanced 
SSE. Saw no movement and returned 0400 hrs. 

JSP 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
 
JSP 

" 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD 

9 0100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0300 
 

0445 
 

0515 
 

0600/ 
0615 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23. Lt McCance and Patrol Pl started the shore 643838 (A Coy) & 
advanced along shore wading, 300x past Shepherds Crook chaung. 
Lt McCance then went fwd 300x to probably opposite trees 
649819. No signs of enemy or field works. They then moved back 
till they located chaung. There is no trip wire from SOUTH bank 
to sea nor in chaung nor from NORTH bank to sea. Lt McCance and 
4 ORs entered chaung to draw fire and were challenged from 
SOUTH bank about 30x away. They moved fwd but were unable to 
locate enemy and they fired one burst TSMG and 2 Tracer. They 
then withdrew and reported in at 0230 hrs. No fire was drawn. 

24. Patrol from A Coy of 2 x 2" M moved to chaung 646834, dug in 
and fired 4 HE, 2 smoke & 2 RED on M17 and then withdrew. 

25. A Coy fired 2 Red Verey lights - 0450 hrs 'B' Coy fired 3 RED 
Verey lights 

26. B Coy fired 2 RED 2" Flares which were answered by 3 ILL 2" 
from A Coy 

27. Mortar Pl fired from D Coy position on same targets 12 smoke 
78HE. Mortar Pls of other bns fired on chaung. Fwd Coys of DLI 
& left hand Pl B Coy shouted, used rattles, bugles, etc. 
Concentration 2" mortar of DLI on S4, S5, M16 & M24 - B Coy 
fired 18 rds 2" HE on M16 & M24. MGs fired on chaung from Twin 
Knobs. 

    130 FA Regt fired HE for 15 minutes on M101. Smoke on Hills 823 
and 500. 

    99 Fd Regt fired on Elbow during same period. 
    During this period LMG observed firing EAST from between M14 

and M15 and another firing RED tracer SOUTH. Mortar posn about 
M17 and LMG SOUTH of S5 which seemed to be put out of action as 
one man left posn when LMG ceased firing and ran towards S4. He 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

0612) 
0615) 
0845 

 
1900 

 
2315 

was shot at and seen to fall. Mortar position located at 
662829. 

28. Mortar fire fell in areas of Bn HQ, A and D Coys 
 
29. 8 rds mortar fire in Bn HQ / D Coy area. 1 OR slightly wounded 
30. Major Mackenzie-Kennedy joined as Second in Command. 
31. Lamp put at WEST end of FDLs bearing 270° for guide for navy 

who bombarded DONBAIK from 2210 hrs to 2300 hrs. 
32. Sentry of B Coy killed 1 IOR and wounded one other. 'B' Coy 

stretcher bearer taking wounded IOR shot and wounded by DLI. 

 
JSP 
JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 

 
FIELD 

10 0600/ 
0630 
0830 
2230 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2300 

33. Our arty put down harassing fire, and from 0625/0630 hrs Jap 75 
m/m guns fired on Bn HQ and D & A Coy areas - no casualties 

34. Major C.S. Mackenzie departed - Bn received dose of ATEBRIN 
35. Lt McCance and Patrol Pl left A Coy, proceeded thro' sea, 

landed SOUTH of wooded village at 2300 hrs and then moved NORTH 
through village. Saw mortar positions with empty cases probably 
British. At 0100 hrs saw pty of about 30 Japs in file moving 
NORTH along beach. At 0130 hrs 4 enemy came out of chaung; they 
were followed and 3 killed; others following forced our patrol 
to withdraw and they reported back at 0230 hrs without 
casualties. 

36. Lt Darling and 7 ORs (B Coy) went out on patrol to broken down 
carrier in front of B Coy area to lie in wait for enemy 
patrols. They took up position beside carrier and Sjt Larkin 
placed some booby traps in carrier. They did not contact enemy 
although they heard movement at 0245 hrs on their left of a 
patrol moving NORTH and then returning. Patrol returned to our 
lines at 0415 hrs. 

 
JSP 
JSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 

FIELD 11 0930 
1300/ 

6 
1400 
1457 

 
 

1523 
1730 

37. C.O. to conference at Bde 
38. 3 Blenheims dropped incendiaries and 6 Hurricanes MGed Hills 

823 and 500 and jungle Shepherds Crook area. 
39. 'O' Gp Conference 
40. 10 Pl 'B' Coy vacate positions and from 1506/1515 hrs 6 

Blenheims dropped HE from Shepherds Crook to chaung mouth. Most 
of the bombs dropped SOUTH of the chaung. 

41. 10 Pl re-occupy positions without any trouble. 
42. 'C' Coy complete take over of 'B' Coy positions and 'B' Coy 
    move back to 'B' Ech area in reserve. 

JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 
JSP 
 
JSP 

" 
 
 
 

12  
0757 

 
 

43. Quiet night 
44. DECEIT ONE as per app. V carried out. At 0810 75 m/m Jap guns 
    shelled A & C Coy areas. Lt Pomphrey and 1 OR 'C' Coy wounded. 
    At 0815 A Coy came under mortar fire. 

JSP 
APP V JSP MOST SECRET 
 
 



 
FIELD 

 
1000 

    Result of Deceit: S4 & S5 replied WEST and NW, M17, NE and EAST 
45. CO on recce with Bde Cmd. 

JSP 
JSP 

" 13 0130 
 
 

0130 
 
 

1030/ 
1100 
1600 
2330 

46. Lt Stevenson and 8 ORs (C Coy) on patrol to carrier and chaung 
647834; saw and heard nothing; returned without casualties 0355 
hrs 

47. Lt McCance and 3 ORs on patrol from A Coy lines along beach to 
wooded village; saw no signs of enemy or fresh positions. 
Returned 0530 hrs; no casualties 

48. DECEIT TWO: RA and mortars under Bde put down barrage on chaung 
area; 6 Blenheims bomb and 9 Hurricanes MG chaung. 

49. Bn hand over positions to R Berks without incident 
50. All Coys in lying-up area square 6486 

 
 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 
JSP 

FIELD 14 0730 
1230 
1730 

51. DECEIT FOUR: RA barrage and air bombing. 
52. C.O. at conference with Army Comd - Bn cleaning and washing. 
53. C.O. at conference at Bde 
54. Strength 39 Officers 691 O.Rs (APP VI & VII) 

JSP 
JSP 
JSP 
APP VI & VII JSP 

 15 1000 
1000 

 
 

1500 
1915 

55. Mortar Pl move to 653836 with OP at 655834 under Bde. 
56. CO goes on recce with Coy Cmds and gives out plan for future 

operations - Jap bomber dropped stick of bombs at 1025 hrs 
1500x NW of Bn lying up area 

57. Rehearsal by Bn of future operation 
58. Operation Ordeal received from Bde 

JSP 
 
 
JSP 
JSP            MOST 
JSP APP VIIIA SECRET 

 16  59. Admin Instruction of Bn by 2i/c JSP 
 17 0900 

 
1400 

60. C.O. to Co-ordinating Conference at Bde - Coys testing all 
automatic weapons - Bn receive dose of ATEBRIN 

61. 'O' Gp conference when C.O. gives out orders for operations 

JSP 
 
JSP 

 
 
 
 

FIELD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 0400 
 

0930 
 

1130 
0930 
1345 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

62. A Coy moved to chaung junc area 655836 and took over position 
from A Coy 1 LINCS by 0700 hrs 

63. Bn leave lying up area and arrive concentration area 644853 at 
1020 hrs - Special Order of The Day read to Bn (APP VIII) 

64. Bn placed on 30 minutes notice to move 
65. 7 and 8 Pls came under command RWF 
66. O Gp Conference when CO issued order for fresh operation as the 

attack by RWF (Phase 1) had not been completely successful. The 
RWF had attacked with 2 Coys and had reached M16 but had failed 
to capture S11 S10 S4 & S5 and consequently their forward tps 
in the chaung were isolated. 1 R.S had been given the task of 
capturing S11, S10, S4 and S5 - Trace of Shepherds Crook chaung 
attached as Appendix IX and IXA 

    Plan for RS attack is as under: 
    B and D Coys were to assemble in the Shepherd's Crook chaung 

and B Coy would attack and capture S11 and then S10. After B 

 
JSP 
 
APP VIII JSP 
JSP 
JSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
App IX and IXA 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FIELD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1500 
 

2300 
 

2359 

Coy had cleared S10 and S11 D Coy would attack and capture S4 
and S5. 

    C Coy would occupy positions held by RWF at 651834 and be ready 
to meet any counter-attack on B and D Coy. 

    Bn HQ would be established at RWF HQ at 65158345. 
    RWF Coys would hold their present positions and 1 RS would take 

them over by 1000 hrs 19 Mar. 
67. Capt JJ Byam Shaw attached to 14 Ind Div  
68. CO and B, C & D Coy Cmds went on recce of RWF positions and 

area of the attack 
69. C Coy left concentration area and were in new positions by 2359 

hrs 
70. Bn HQ B and D Coys left concentration area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 
JSP 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 

" 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD 

19 0050 
 

0145 
0200 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0300 
 
 
 

0900 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1000 
1630 

 
2230 

71. Bn HQ established at 65158345 and B and D Coys proceeded to 
forming up area in Shepherds Crook Chaung 

72. CO proceeded to OP at 65158335 which overlooks S4, 5, 10 & 11 
73. B Coy attacked S11 but did not manage to surprise the defenders 

who put up their SOS signal at 0205 hrs. Within 30 seconds B 
Coy came under heavy mortar and MG fire of a very well co-
ordinated fire plan. 

    At 0226 hrs when B Coy had not succeeded in capturing S11 and 
all officers, the CSM and most of the senior NCOs had been 
wounded, the CO sent orders to D Coy Cmd that D Coy would not 
put in their attack and D Coy Cmd would report to the C.O. at 
once. 

74. D Coy Comd received orders that he would take up a defensive 
position in the chaung above the crook till morning when he 
would receive fresh orders and 'B' Coy would meantime regroup 
under his command. Defensive positions were occupied. 

75. D Coy were ordered to occupy fwd positions held by RWF at 
652833 astride the chaung and B Coy came under command of Major 
Douglas at 655836 - Nos 8 and 9 Pls placed under command 'C' 
Coy. 

    'B' Coy went into action with 4 officers 86 ORs and their 
casualties were killed 1 OR, wounded 3 officers 33 ORs, missing 
1 officer 6 ORs. The CO recommended CSM Kinnear and Pte Berry 
for decorations for their gallantry. 

76. RS took over position from RWF 
77. O Gp Conference when new coy dispositions were arranged. Major 

G.A. Byam Shaw to command 'B' Coy 
78. Jap stretcher bearers evacuating wounded seen in chaung at S24. 

We did NOT fire. 

 
JSP 
JSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 
JSP 
 
JSP 
 
 



    No marked enemy activity during day JSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD 

20 1100 
 
 

1930 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2125 
 
 

2200 

79. Bn positions occupied as under:- 
    Bn HQ 65158345 A Coy 652833 B Coy 652836 C Coy 651834 D Coy 

652832 
80. Lieut Todd and Ptes Hart and Sutherland went into chaung below 

S11 a distance of about 75 yds and brought in 2 wounded ORs of 
RWF returning at 2000 hrs. The enemy did not fire until after 
the rescue party were back under cover. It is not known whether 
this was intentional or not. The C.O. has recommended Lt Todd 
and Ptes Hart and Sutherland for decorations suitable for their 
gallantry. 

81. 5 Japs seen by D Coy in chaung area S24 and fire by two Brens 
was opened at 2210 hrs. Effect not found but no further 
movement seen 

82. A & C Coy ordered to fire alternately 1 x 2" HE mortar bomb 
every 15 minutes commencing 2200 hrs on target chaung S4 S5 
until further orders. There was no marked enemy activity as a 
result of this harassing fire. 

83. The carrier Pl which was under Bde Cmd entered the line on our 
right as part of PIPKAY FORCE and were in position at 0530 hrs 

 
 
JSP See APP IX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 0610 
0630 

 
0900 
1000 
1020 
1310 

 
1325 
1345 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1805 
2000 
2125 

 

84. Mortar Pl fired 3 rds HE on M16 and were well on the target 
85. 1 wounded RWF OR entered A Coy lines after being 72 hrs in the 

open 
86. 2" mortar harassing fire time now plus five minutes 
87. CO at Bde Conference 
88. Vengeance Divebombers bombed DONBAIK 
89. Brushwood on S5 set on fire and occupants tried to extinguish 

the fire 
90. D Coy reported 1 OR missing from 1945 hrs 20 Mar 
91. O Gp Conference when D Coy were ordered to extend their 

positions taking over part of DLI area and to wire in 
completely. 

    Future moves were given. 
    2" mortar harassing fire times were altered as follows:- 
    At 1800 hrs plus ten minutes - fire 1 rd HE 
    At 2200 hrs minus ten minutes - fire 2 HE and 1 Smoke each 15 

minutes until 2300 hrs. Thereafter coy cmds to arrange 
harassing fire 

92. 2 ORs D Coy wounded by sniper 
93. 4 Japs seen to enter and 2 to leave S4 
94. 2 Japs seen moving up chaung to S5 
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2145 
 

2100/ 
0530 

95. A Coy fire 1 x 2" HE mortar on chaung at S24 on party 5/6 and 
obtained hit 

96. RA working party in 'C' Coy area preparing two gun positions. 
97. Little enemy activity during past 24 hrs. 
99. Strength 29 Officers 673 ORs (APP X and XI) 

 
JSP 
JSP 
JSP 
APP X and XI JSP 

 22 0230-
0300 
0815 

 
0940 
1000 

 
1100 

 
 

1020 
1250 
1800 

100. About 20 men were moving up and down S4/5 chaung - probably 
     ration and relief party 
101. D Coy sent in two small Jap MSS found when digging new 
     positions 
102. Jap sniper shot by D Coy. 
103. D Coy completed taking over further position from DLI and dug 
     in 
104. A, C & D Coy each fired 4 x 68 grenades on S4/5 chaung. There 
     was an accident in 'C' Coy when grenade burst in firing 
     killing 1 OR and wounding 2 ORs 
105. Vengeance Divebombers bombed DONBAIK area 
106. D Coy found another Jap document. 
107. Jap 75m/m gunfire on Twin Knobs. 1 shell fell in C Coy area 
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108. Jap ration party in chaung area S24 and mortared by D Coy. 
     Movement continued till 0230 hrs and was continuously mortared 
     by C and D Coys. 
109. During night 22/23 2 x 3.7 mountain guns put in position in C 
     Coy lines 
110. RE started work on shaft for tunnel to S5 from 'C' Coy lines. 
111. Enemy movement seen between M16 and M17 
112. Arty attacked S5 by putting down smoke on Hill 823 & 500 and 
     from M16 to EAST side of wooded village and HE on M16, 17, 18. 
     2 x 3.7 mountain guns fired from 'C' Coy lines. 
     Smoke and HE barrage commenced at 0830 hrs and ceased at 0947 
     hrs. Two mountain guns open fire at 0832 hrs on S5 from 75 yds 
     range. They fired 270 rds HE but failed to break S5. Trench 
     surrounding S5 on EAST side was filled in. Firing ceased at 
     0947. 
     During this period 5 Japs came out of S5 and were subjected to 
     Bren fire. 
     Jap arty replied to our fire and some shells landed in the HQ 
     area 
113. CO to Bde Conference 
114. Four Vengeance Divebombers bombed M3 to the SOUTH of the 
     chaung 
115. Missing OR of D Coy arrested at MAUNGDAW on 22 Mar 
116. 2" mortar harassing fire continued on S4 S5 chaung area 
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117. CO held conference of A, C & D Coy Cmds when orders for mock 
attack that night were given. 
It had never been confirmed that S5 was a MG Post although 
grenades and crackers had come from there - probably from the 
surrounding trench. 
The object of the operation was therefore to find out 
definitely whether S5 was a MG Post or not; draw the enemy 
fire; and continue harassing the enemy. 
The time was to be 2000 hrs which would be just after darkness 
when the moon would start rising behind Hill 823 and 
accordingly the figures of men would be silhouetted but 
observers would not be able to see whether they were actually 
moving. 
Also High Tide was 2100 hrs and relief pty to S4 and S5 takes 
place after High Tide and accordingly it was very probable 
that the garrison of S5 had not been changed since the 
bombardment at 0830 hrs that morning and they would therefore 
be jittery. 
The plan was that a mock attack would take place at 2000 hrs 
23 Mar as under:- 
1/. 15 men D Coy would form up in chaung from where B Coy 
attacked on morning 19 Mar and at 2000 hrs they would show 
themselves, mark time, cheer, shout and look fierce. The 
remainder of D Coy would also cheer and shout. 
2/. 10 seconds later if the Jap SOS had not been put up, an A 
Coy officer would fire a Red Verey light from the ladder 
position in the chaung across the front of D Coy 
3/. All Coys including carrier Pl with PK Force would fire on 
opportunity targets until 2015 hrs. 
4/. Lt Barnetson and 4 ORs (2 TSMG and 2 Rifle-bayonet with 2 
x 36 and 2 x 69 grenades each) would patrol to S5 to discover 
if it was occupied or not and try to secure an identification. 
If possible they would also go to S4. If S5 was empty 2 TSMG 
would be left to prevent enemy garrisoning S5 while Lt 
Barnetson reported. In the event of a POW being obtained at 
S5, patrol would return at once. 
Patrol would be ready at 'C' Coy gun position with 18 set. CO 
would give definite order as the mock attack developed whether 
the patrol would go out. If the order was given 2 x 2" ILL 
would be fired to warn coys to stop firing. 
5/. If S5 was reported empty Lt Moffat and 1 sec would be 
ready to occupy it at once, and depending on the report might 
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go on to S4. The remaining 2 secs of 13 Pl would be ready to 
reinforce. Sec would take store of grenades, sandbags, rations
and a rope would be pulled out. Lt Moffat's pty would be 
replenished by shallow trench and also by means of a rope 
conveyor. 
If S4 was taken, then the chaung would be blocked SOUTH of S4 
6/. 3 x 3" mortar and Tp 99 Fd Regt would take on targets as 
ordered. Coy Cmds were also ordered to train up to 25 ORs per 
pl as mortarmen taking the opportunity of harassing fire to do 
so. 

118. During past 24 hours RE have dug shaft 12 ft deep opposite S5 
119. D Coy cheer and shout. 15 ORs show themselves do the same and 

mark time. 3.7 guns open up on MG area S4 and mortars ordered 
to fire Red Verey light put up by A Coy. 
2002 hrs 6 mortar bombs burst in area S4, S5 
2010 hrs MG fire from area S10 towards S4. Tracer from S4. 
         6 mortar bombs on S4 and S5 
2011 hrs 3 Jap 4" mortar bombs, thereafter continuous mortar 
         MG fire 
2012 hrs 3" mortars lengthen range 100 yds. 
2014 hrs Firing from M16, M17. 
2015 hrs Fire from SOUTH side S5 - Two double 4" mortar fired 
2020 hrs One double 4" mortar bomb - Red Tracer south side S5 
2022 hrs MG fire continued. 
Operation finished. Patrol did not go out. 
It is interesting to note that the initiative of mock attacks, 
grenades, crackers and patrols on this sector has now passed 
completely into our hands. 
Also that the wasteful firing of SAA at targets which could 
not be seen, indulged in by the previous bde has entirely 
stopped on our side and the Jap has now started firing at non-
existent targets which tends to prove that the continuous 
harassing mortar fire and mock attacks are shaking the Jap 
morale. 

120. Mortar fire continued throughout the 24 hrs  
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0234 
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121. Movement of relief parties seen in area S24. Arty fire called 
     for at 0213 hrs and 0234 hrs and hits obtained on Jap ammo 

pty. 
122. 'C' Coy ordered to fire A/T Rifle at S5 every minute until 
     further orders. 
123. S4 reported to be burning inside result of 2" HE from C Coy. 
     Burnt till 1142 hrs. 4 x 75 m/m shells fired over our right. 
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1845-
54 

1855-
1905 

)124. 12 x 75 m/m shells land in bn area. 2 ORs killed 1 OR 
)    wounded in 'C' Coy. Guns fired from direction DONBAIK FORD. 
125. A/TK Rifle fire on S5 ordered to stop. Hits had been made on a 

metal plate on S5 
126. ATEBRIN given to bn. 
127. 3 A/TK Rifles (C Coy) fired rapid on S5 
 
128. Mortar fire on Bn area 
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1730-
2030 

129. Jap relief pty seen in nullah junc. Arty fired and hit 
claimed. Two new bodies S24 area 

130. Enemy mortar and 75 m/m on Bn area. 1 OR (Mortar Pl) killed 
 
131. 1 OR A Coy wounded by sniper 
132. 3" mortar Pl fired on S4/5 and 2" mortars on S4, S5, S10, S24 
     S11 and S14. C Coy A/TK Rifles fired 130 rds on S5, A, C and D 

Coy Brens fired on opportunity targets. 
During this period enemy re-action was mortar fire on FUP area 
in chaung and MG fire from S4, S5, S10 and S11 

133. A and C Coys were under mortar fire. 
134. Through jackals howling, S4 and S5 and M16 opened rapid with 

their MGs. S5 fired explosive bullets. 
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26 0630 
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1100 
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135. A and C Coys renewed 2" mortar fire on S4, S5 areas. 
136. Only a small pty of 8/9 enemy seen at nullah junc (S24). 
     Unable to bring down fire in time. 
137. Tunnel now 21 ft long. 
138. C.O. to Bde for conference 
139. CO held 'O' Gp Conference and gave out orders for new coy 

dispositions - 143 S.S. Coy came under command 
140. Bn HQ established at 648839. 

B Coy      "      "  633842 
D Coy      "      "  647838. 
A Coy took over left sector of 'C' Coy who extended this 
sector to the NORTH to link with D Coy - Trace attached 

141. 2" mortar fired continuously every 15 mins but produced no 
reaction 

JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 
JSP 
 
JSP 
 
 
 
 
APP XII JSP 
 
JSP 

 
 
 
 
 
 

27 0800 
 
 
 

0850/ 
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142. A Coy reported that during night enemy have been working on SW 
corner of S5. Little headway made with our tunnel. 'A' and 'C'
Coy ordered to concentrate their harassing mortar fire on SW 
corner of S5. 

143. B Coy and SS Coy area came under mortar fire but suffered no 
casualties 
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1600 
2100 

144. Draft of 90 ORs arrived incl. 10 R.S. 
145. Draft posted to Coys 
146. A Coy fired 2 x 2" ILL but saw no movement. 
147. Mortar harassing fire continued throughout the 24 hours. 
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1400 
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1915 
2215 

148. Slight rain fell - strength 33 officers 717 ORs 
149. Mortar fire on 'A' Coy positions 
150. Mortar fire on SS Coy and 'B' Coy positions - no casualties 
 
151. Tunnel now 31 ft long in rock 
152. Mortar Pl moved and took up position at 645844 
153. O Gp Conference when orders for relief by R Berks given out 
154. Mortar fire on 'D' Coy 
155. Lt Fenton and 2 ORs (D Coy) left on patrol to carrier 
156. Patrol returned having seen nobody and heard nothing. 
157. 'B' Coy carried out Field Firing with 2" mortars and 69 

grenades. During 24 hours A, C & D Coy mortars continued 
harassing fire S4 S5. 
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1745 

158. Tunnel 40 ft long in soft rock handed over to 506 Fd Coy. 
159. R. Berks completed relief of A B & C Coys R.S. 
160. Bn left line - D Coy and 143 SS Coy under command R Berks 

Bn HQ established 1100 hrs at 644849 - Bn in Bde Reserve 
161. CO to conference at Bde 
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2130 
2300 

162. CO to conference at Bde 
163. A Coy and mortar Pl, 'C' Coy and Pioneer Pl given orders to 

report to RWF and DLI as working party, and were placed under 
cmd. 

164. 'C' Coy returned. 
165. 'C' Coy left for KYAUKPANDUYWAMA 5104 (1" Sheet 84D/10) and 

was placed under command HOPFORCE 
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31 0900 
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166. Coys ordered to be at 1 hour's notice to move 
167. D Coy returned to Bn - ATEBRIN given to Bn 
168. A Coy returned to Bn 
169. B Coy with 1 det mortars took over position from RWF on LAHORE 

HILL 643866 
170. CO on recce to KODINGAUK area 6191 
 
Malaria Since the commencement of the regular issue of ATEBRIN on 3 
Mar, there have been 11 cases of relapse and 8 new cases of 
malaria. During the complete month there have been 18 cases of 
relapse and 8 new cases. 
 
 

JSP 
JSP 
JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 



Field 31 Mar 43                       J.S. Purves Lieut 
                                      Intelligence Officer 
                                      1st Bn The Royal Scots 
 

 
  



Army Form C.2118 
WAR DIARY 
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INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 
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Month and Year April 43          Commanding Officer Lt Col R.W. Jackson  
 

 
Place 

 
Date

 
Hour 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 

 
References to Appendices 

Field 1 0600-
0700 
0900 
1400 

 
1930 
2040 

1. Enemy 75 m/m shelled area SOUTH and WEST of bn - no casualties 
 
2. A Coy left for KODINGAUK area 618906, digging and wiring 
3. Lieut Fenton and 1 sec (D Coy) left on patrol to contact 1/7 

Rajputs 
4. A Coy returned 
5. Lieut Fenton and patrol returned and reported that they had made 

contact with the enemy (2 MGs and 10 rifles) at Pimple 664864. 
Pimple 664866 was not occupied. Patrol then withdrew. 
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2 0700 
1100 

 
1235-
1315 
1310 
1345 

 
1600 

6. 12 ORs (miners) attached to DLI for working in tunnel to S5 
7. CO to Bde for conference - Capt J.J. Byam Shaw CTBA 14th Ind 

Div. 
8. Enemy shelling vicinity Bn area - no casualties 
 
9. 'B' Coy report two enemy seen 664863 
10. CO gave orders to 2i/c and QM for moving available stores today 

and 3 Apr 43 to KODINGAUK area 6192 
11. C Coy reported their positions as follows: Coy HQ 554017, 13 Pl 

551019 - 14 Pl 554015 - 15 Pl 554018 and 556017 
    Enemy patrols and snipers reported in squares 5503-5603-5502-

5602. Fighting Patrol (C Coy) sent out and encountered enemy. 
Capt Henderson and 18 ORs missing. 
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12. Sec Carrier Pl at Bridge INDIN 541015 over-run. 10 ORs and 3 
carriers missing 

13. CO to Bde for conference 
14. CO gave out orders to 'A' Coy for attacking enemy positions 

near and at INDIN bridge 541015 
1 Pl 'D' Coy placed under command 'B' Coy - 'B' Coy placed 
under command 6 I.B. 
Bn ordered to move towards INDIN debussing at KWASON. 
Order of march: A Coy, 4 Mortar Carriers, CO carrier, Bn HQ, D 
Coy 
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol. I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript. 
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1115 
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1430 
1730 

15. A Coy left - Delay due to transport not arriving on time. 
16. Bn reached SOUTH bridge KWASON and debussed. A Coy ordered to 

secure KWASON village 
17. A Coy reported KWASON secured 
18. CO and A & D Coy Comds proceeded to INDIN 
19. 'B' Ech ordered to move to INDIN. CO and Coy Cmds went on recce 

of 'C' Coy positions (who came back into command) and of enemy 
positions 
'A' Coy objective Ridge 542015 to 547015. After this ridge is 
occupied then D Coy would attack ridge 541018 to 548018. There 
would be arty and 3" mortar support. 

20. Bn arrive at INDIN 558007 
21. Artillery fire on enemy positions, and at 1745 A Coy moved up 

to F.U.P. from 1757 to 1802 hrs. 3" mortar fire intense on 
enemy position covering the advance to the assault of A Coy at 
1800 hrs. A Coy attacked with 8 Pl on the left 9 Pl on the 
right and 7 Pl in reserve. 8 Pl were quickly on top of the hill 
and pushed forward but were unable to maintain their positions 
owing to MG fire from a ridge to the NORTH. They had to 
withdraw on to the edge of the SOUTHERN slope and the enemy re-
occupied their positions at the top of the hill from where they 
had previously been driven. 9 Pl meantime had their advance 
held up by MG fire from the right, and at 1806 3" mortar fire 
assisted them forward. Their objective was through thick jungle 
and although a few tps got forward they were unable to capture 
the position. By 1820 hrs the attack was not progressing too 
well and a Pl of D Coy was ordered up to be ready to meet any 
counter-attack. 1823 the enemy made a flanking movement round 
our left but apart from fire no enemy attack was pressed home. 
7 Pl was ordered forward to assist 9 Pl but they also made 
little headway. 
At 1900 hrs the position was that the remnants of 7 and 9 Pls 
were in the scrub at the foot of the right knob, 8 Pl below 
left hand knob. At 1915 hrs D Coy were ordered to capture the 
hill and at 2055 hrs D Coy advanced with Cpt Harvey cmding left 
hand Pl & Lt Fenton on the right. Left hand pln came under fire 
from L.M.G. post on left which was put out of action. Another 
L.M.G. post was also captured and at 0005 hrs Cpt Harvey 
reported having reached top right edge of left knob and was 
digging in. At 0020 hrs Pioneer Pl was ordered to reinforce D 
Coy as a rifle Pl and placed under cmd. They reached fwd 
position at 0125 hrs. At 0140 hrs and continuously throughout 
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the night mortar and arty fire on enemy positions to the NORTH. 
At 2145 on the 3rd April there was S.A.A. fire around the 
perimeter of the camp, enemy attack not pressed home but firing 
continued intermittently through the night. 
At 410 hrs D Coy reported that they had 20/30 R.S.'s in slits 
and not themselves as the ground was very rocky around left 
knob and 18 R.S.'s at foot of slope covering them. 
At 0615 mortars fired over the crest of left knob on to enemy 
who were rolling grenades down onto our fwd positions. 
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22. Strength as follows:-   Casualties:- 
                              (1) Killed   (2) Wounded (3) Missing 

       Officers OR's      Officers OR's   O   OR's    O   OR's  
A Coy      1     38     A     -     1  ;  -    19  ;  4    13   
C Coy      2     73     C     -     -  ;  -    -   ;  1    20 
D Coy      2     42     D     -     1  ;  2    11  ;  -    1 
                      HQ Coy  -     -  ;  -    6   ;  -    9 

23. CO received orders to have a Pln post on beach at 537010. 
24. Mortar Pln fired on reverse slopes. 
25. Shell fire in Bn area. 
26. A Coy ordered to return to HQ. 
27. Jap rifle, L.M.G. and mapcase with notebook received from D Coy 

and forwarded to HOPFORCE. 
28. CO ordered to take command all the INDIN area 
Thus U/C (i) R Berks           1 Officer 38 OR's 
         (ii) R.W.F Carriers   2    "    46  "    2 Carriers 
         (iii) D.L.I.   "      2    "    43  "    10 Carriers 
         (iv) D Coy I.E. 10 Bn 1 2 VCO's 111 IOR's 
         (v) 2 Secs Jat MG's 
29. A Coy moved to beach chaung position 537010. 
30. Shelling of Bn HQ area. 
31. Mortar Pl fired on enemy positions 
32. 25 enemy reported pt 251 moving to 541027. 
33. Pte Taylor A Coy, having been taken prisoner reported back to 

his Coy. Reported to Bn HQ and stated that he was pulled into 
dugout by 2 Japs who were well built; dressed in K.D. and 
wearing what appeared to be topees. They questioned him 
regarding our own troops in this area. He refused to answer and 
they threatened to shoot him. He then knocked them down with 
his fists and escaped into the chaung; lay there for the night 
and made his way down to the beach in the morning. 

34. D Coy ordered to send a pln as protection to the guns SOUTH of 
KWASON 
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35. 3" mortar & 50 rds placed under cmd D Coy  
36. Lt Parsons & 21 OR's 1st Inniskillings reported in, having 

crossed from THITKADO. 
37. Enemy shelling area NORTH of Bn H.Q. 
38. Enemy shelling of fwd positions. 
39. Arty from HOPFORCE shelled enemy. 
40. O.C. 26 Coy R.E. reported that his Coy (100 strong) was in 

SINOH pass and came under Cmd. 
41. Enemy shelled C Coy. 
42. 6 Bde advised that during night 4/5 they were moving NORTH to 

position around KWASON. 
43. Enemy shelled Bn HQ area 
44. 2 OR's both wounded of C Coy missing patrol returned 
45. 3 97 Jap enemy planes dropped about 12 parachutes with supplies 

chaung 5996 approx 
46. Lt Abbey & 8 OR's 1st INNISK reported in from THITKADO area 
47. Lt Dewsbury & 11 OR's 1st INNISK reported in. 
48. During night 4/5 Arty & mortar pln fired harassing fire on Jap 

positions 
49. Bde Major arrived in new Bde area. 
Strength, Officers, OR's 
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50. All Coys reported situation normal. 
51. A Coy reported refugees moving NORTH along road. 
52. D Coy reported enemy movement on top of knobs hill. 
53. B Coy and 16 Pl D Coy returned to Bn. 
    B Coy in Bn reserve, 16 Pln rejoined D Coy. 
54. Bde location 554999. 
55. Mortar pln harassing fire continued. 
56. 1 OR D Coy wounded by our 3" mortar. 
57. 1 carrier previously missing now believed to have returned to 

HOPFORCE. Also 6 OR's of C Coy patrol reported to have rejoined 
HOPFORCE. 

58. C Coy ordered to return DLI carrier who proceeded under Cmd 
PIPKAY FORCE. 

59. Enemy shelled Bn HQ area. 
60. Enemy shelled Bn HQ area. 
61. Major Harris formed new PR force with details of R Berks, 

Innisk, & carrier pln D.L.I. from JACKOFORCE and left to take 
up positions SOUTH of KWASON. 

62. C Coy position shelled. 
63. C.O. issued orders to B & D Coy Cmdrs for attack on twin knobs 

area. When Bde attacked & enemy heavily engaged on right flank 
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D Coy would infiltrate fwd round left flank twin knobs hill 
whilst B Coy remained in Bn reserve. B Coy would either be used 
to capture right knob or move round left up to bridge and high 
ground Sq 5301 or pass through D Coy onto that objective. 

64. Bde Cmd Post established beside Bn HQ for Bde attack at 1500 
hrs. 

65. Arty put down HE & smoke barrage to blind hills to the EAST & 
NE. 

66. D.L.I. advanced to the attack - objective Pt 251 (5404) 
67. D Coy reported Japs coming over twin knobs hill and they at 

once engaged them - attack did not materialise. 
68. A Coy engaged and put out of action MG delaying DLI attack 
69. B Coy DLI reported on objective - mortar Pl fire on Twin Knobs 
70. Four coys DLI now on objective and RWF leave lying up area and 

proceeded to area Pt 208 - B & D Coys informed that they would 
not be required before 1900 hrs. 

71. Arty barrage re-opened 
72. RWF attack from Pt 208 postponed to 0600 hrs 6 Apr and coys 

warned accordingly to be specially vigilant in case the enemy 
attempted to break out.  

73. Bde Cmd Post left for KWASON. 1 sec 'B' Coy attached to Bde for 
protection. Trace of situation at 1900 hrs attached 

74. D Coy reported 30/40 Japs moving WEST towards A Coy who were at 
once warned. D Coy ordered to be ready to attack with bayonet. 
A Coy only to attack if Japs are on WEST side of road. 

75. D Coy ration pty bumped into Jap patrol about 30 strong coming 
down from left knob. The enemy were engaged and withdrew and 
was attacked again by D Coy fwd Pl which caused enemy to 
scatter. Patrol sent out to mop up. 

76. 'B' Coy ordered to provide guard of 1 Pl on Cmd Post 
77. D Coy IE Bn reported considerable SAA fire in their area 
78. A Coy reported 12 Japs proceeding NORTH towards bridge  
79. D Coy IE Bn reported much enemy activity and asked for 

assistance. Sjt Larkin's Pl less 1 sec sent at 2345 hrs. All 
tps warned. 

80. A Coy reported digging between them and D Coy. 
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81. Sjt Larkin's Pl in position - Japs reported to hold hill to 
their EAST and be using grenades 

82. Mortar fire from D Coy 
83. IE Bn reported situation easier 
84. LMG fire in D Coy area followed by firing SW of Cmd Post at 

0155 
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85. Japs started cheering and shouting BANZAI - BANZAI at the NORTH 
of the camp. Later identified as III Bn 112 Inf Regt. 

86. Considerable firing and grenades heard at NW corner of camp and 
Pl 'B' Coy sent to deal with it - about 30 Japs attacked down 
centre road marching in threes until they were challenged. 

87. Enemy attacking from NORTH on the right and left and were 
engaged by 12 Pl. 

88. Comd Post attacked, mainly with grenades and attackers were 
driven off. 

89. D Coy ordered to withdraw onto the Comd Post except the fwd Pl 
(CSM Bain) who would withdraw at dawn. 

90. Further attack on Cmd Post area. 
91. Pl of D Coy arrived and took up position SOUTH side of Cmd Post 
92. Pl of D Coy arrived with Coy HQ and took over SOUTH and WEST 

sides. 2 Pls of B Coy defending NORTH and EAST with Bn HQ 
personnel. A Coy reported situation in their area to be quiet. 
Desultory firing and grenades continued till 0310 hrs when 
situation became quieter. 

93. Bde HQ as they were surrounded by many Japs, RWF ordered to be 
prepared to return and form link between RS and Bde and DLI to 
be ready to move instantly 

94. A Coy ordered to move by beach to assistance of Bde HQ and they 
must break through the enemy surrounding Bde HQ. 

95. Outbreak of grenade throwing 
 
96. Grenades thrown and 2 LMGs fired NORTH of Cmd Post 
97. C.O. on 11 set to Bde Cmdr. 
98. Mortar fire to the SOUTH of Cmd Post followed by MG fire 
 
99. Continuous firing in Cmd Post area 
 
100. Comd Post moved to 11 set carrier on road running to the WEST. 
101. Throughout the night the Japs shouted continuously and in the 

early part of the attack made jeering remarks in English "We 
are coming in, Royal Scots, you had better not wait". "Come 
out and fight, Royal Scots", then later they tried to confuse 
us by calling "Here, Royal Scots" "Come here, Royal Scots" 

102. Mortar fire onto our positions followed by MG fire from hills 
previously held by D Coy I.E. Bn - Bde set now silent, 
presumed that Bde HQ had been over-run - Firing also came from 
SW direction of KWASON wood. 
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3" mortar fire from RWF det stopped LMG fire from INDIN hill 
and materially helped to ease the situation. 

103. Bn less A & C Coys shortened their perimeter.  
104. Shelling by mortar and 75m/m and MG fire continued and Cmd 

Post was moved along road to the WEST. 
Enemy movement Northwards from KWASON wood 
Lt Col Jackson ordered RWF & DLI to withdraw and join RS and 
RWF. A Coy arrived and reported that they had not found Bde HQ 
& they were ordered out again  

105. CSM Bain's Pl (D Coy) returned and took up position in SW 
corner. They reported having successfully engaged and 
dispersed a large enemy party returning to the hills during 
the night. 

106. CO decided to send two carriers to Bde to discover what had 
happened but, due to casualties, there were no RS drivers 
available. Volunteers were called for and 2 RWF ORs 
volunteered as drivers and 5 RS ORs as crews. They went to Bde 
HQ and found some of the Bde staff whom they rescued. 

107. A Coy returned, reporting Bde HQ empty but they had engaged 
the enemy. 

108. 'C' Coy ordered to withdraw whenever the leading DLI Coy 
reached them. 

109. Leading coy of RWF arrived and RWF took over SE and SOUTH 
area, the perimeter held being enlarged. 

110. Leading DLI Coy followed by 'C' Coy arrived. 
DLI took over EAST and NW corner 
RS occupied NORTH and WEST with A & B Coy in vicinity of INDIN 
woods. 
Mortaring continued and second attack was made by the Jap from 
SOUTH and SW which was successfully beaten off with heavy 
casualties to the enemy. Our arty fired during the morning on 
KWASON wood which forced the Jap into the open when he was at 
once heavily engaged by LMG fire inflicting heavy losses. 

111. Lt Col Theobald DLI assumed comd of the bde and received 
orders from DIV to withdraw and join HOPFORCE and he issued 
orders for the withdrawal. Arty would put down HE and smoke 
on KWASON wood, INDIN Hills and the hills NORTH of INDIN, and 
at 1500 hrs all transport would leave by the beach, followed 
by RS at 1530 hrs, DLI 1535 hrs and RWF at 1540 hrs. All 
wounded and sick would be evacuated on vehicles if possible 
and they would have priority. 
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112. C.O. issued his orders for the withdrawal which was box 
formation. D Coy leading, 'C' right flank, HQ centre, A left 
flank and B Coy rear. 
Apart from mortar and occasional sniping there was no further 
interference from the enemy. 

113. Capt J. Morrison RAMC and the RAP worked exceedingly well 
throughout the night 5/6 April and morning 6 Apr in 
collecting the wounded during lulls in the battle and tending 
them under very difficult conditions. 

114. Bn left for beach and adopted box formation for march along 
the beach. 1 MG opened fire during move to beach and 3 ORs 
were wounded and evacuated. Bn arrived at KYAUKPANDU at 1640 
hrs and went into leaguer there for the night. 

115. Casualties suffered by the bn during the fighting 5/6 Apr 
was:- 

                   Killed    Wounded    Missing 
     Officers         -         1          1 
     O.Rs             9        31         13 
     Total            9        32         14 
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116. CO to Bde conference when he received orders to occupy a 
defensive position. 

117. 'O' Gp conference and recce of new positions. 
     Carrier Pl returned into command 
118. Bn move to new position and Bn HQ was established by 1600 hrs. 
     Bn HQ 500055, A Coy 505049, B 502052, C 506048, D 496057. 
119. Carrier Pl ordered to have Standing Patrol at bridge 505059. 
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120. Bn ordered to be ready to take over new role. 
121. 'O' Gp Conference when orders for new role of "Jock Column" 

were issued and composition would be 
X Force made up of B and D Coys - Commander Major G.A. Byam Shaw 
Y Force made up of A and C Coys - Commander Capt D.G. Gibson 
Z Force made up of HQ Coy and surplus men - Commander Major G. 
     Douglas 
Z Force would be reinforcement for the Striking Force. 
     Comd Post would be CO, Adj, SO and IO with minimum personnel. 
     Transport 2 carriers and 1 x 15 cwt truck. 
     Recce Pl of carriers and 3 x 3" mortars on 4 carriers. 
     1 sec 3.7 guns and 1 Pl MGs would probably be under command 
122. Bn at ½ hour's notice to move. CO to Bde for conference 
123. 1 RA OR reported to have been wounded on the GYINDAW road by a 
     sniper. 
124. Bn ordered to be ready to move at once 
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125. F.S.D. at 493083 reported to have been raided during night 
126. Comd Post and X & Y Forces moved to KYAUKPANDU Bridge 
127. C.O. gave out his orders for occupying the high ground EAST of 

the GYINDAW / KYAUKPANDU Road. X Force would move along the 
high ground and occupy features with a Pl with 2 secs on 
feature and 1 sec on the road. Pl areas would be ridge 497087, 
Pt 185 and pimple 499080. Y Force would then advance by road 
up to where X Force held the hills and would then move to Pt 
411. Sec Carriers would patrol road till hills were secured. 

128. 1 sec Carriers moved to FSD & picked up 2 wounded men, 
     returning at 1353 hrs. 
129. X Force advanced and by 1530 hrs had secured two objectives 
     and located two possible LMGs which they were ordered to 
     destroy with force and speed. 
130. X Force fwd tps at 499084 and they were ordered to dig in 

there and Y Force ordered to secure features 499090 and 498095 
and 498092 

131. Pioneer Pl ordered to form defensive screen for FSD while 
trucks were being loaded 

132. Y Force in position - Major G.A. Byam Shaw and 1 OR wounded. 
133. Sec Carriers patrolled road every two hours during the night. 
     Apart from occasional sniping on the road, the day was quiet 

JSP 
JSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 
 
JSP 

 9 
APR 

 
0700 
0945 

 
 
 

1730 

134. ATEBRIN issued to the bn 
135. X & Y Forces both reported quiet night 
136. Suspected enemy LMG Post located and at 1020 hrs Lt McCance 

and his Pl moved from Pt 185 (which was taken over by 1 sec of 
Lt Pomphrey's Pl) by the EAST side of the hill to search the 
area and take up new position at 498078. 

137. Sec Carrier patrolled road during darkness every hour. 
     Quiet day with little sniping. 
     Strength 22 Officers 514 ORs (APP I & II) 
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138. Quiet night 
139. CO to GYINDAW to 3/9 Gurkhas who were to take over from the bn 
140. Orders issued for method of relief and withdrawal to MYACHAUNG 
141. Z Force left for No 5 Staging Camp where they remained till 

morning 11 Apr. 
142. 16 ORs Innisks arrived from ATETNANRA and passed on to GYINDAW 
143. X Force used 2" mortar on suspected sniper. 
144. Y Force now ordered to join X Force when relieved. 
145. 3/9 Gurkhas relieved Y Force 
146. CO gave orders for thickening of position held by X Force and 

for subsequent withdrawal of both Forces by road at approx 
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2315 hrs while Cmd Post and Carrier Pl took up covering 
position on beach to protect X & Y Force and also the Bde who 
would withdraw along the beach to GYINDAW and thence to area 
of OKHPE chaung by road. 

147. Cmd Post and Carrier Pl left for beach and took up covering 
position 

148. Heavy rain which continued to 2200 hrs. 
149. Bde had completed withdrawal through Cmd Post. 
     X & Y Force ordered to move at once. 
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150. Cmd Post and Carrier Pl leaguer at GYINDAW chaung on account 
of high tide until 0445 hrs when they continued to OKHPE 
446187 where X & Y Force arrived by march route at 0500 hrs 
and Cmd Post at 0600 hrs 

151. Bde Cmd visited bn and gave orders to CO to move to DILPARA 
3735 by MT. 

152. O Gp Conference. Mobile column under command Major W.A. 
Russell would be X Force, sec 3.7 guns, Carrier Pl, MG Pl, and 
3 x 3" mortars on carriers. Mob. Col would be at instant 
readiness. 
For the move to DILPARA which was a tactical MT move, X Force 
would move whenever that was ready and Y Force on return of 
sufficient vehicles. Carriers would escort each move 

153. B Ech moved to DILPARA 
154. X Force left and at 1200 hrs Cmd Post and Y Force, arriving 

DILPARA 1320 hrs. 
155. Z Force left No 5 Staging Camp LAMBAGUNA for DILPARA. 
156. CO gave orders for protection layout Cmd Post 377357, X Force 

on hill range 381356, Y Force 379359, Z Force 381352 
157. Sec Carriers patrolled road to LAMBAGUNA 
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158. Sec Carriers patrolled to LAMBAGUNA area and contacted RWF 
159. Jap forces reported moving NORTH four miles to the EAST of 4 

Ind. Bde at GYINDAW. Lt McCance and 2 ORs ordered to proceed 
on recce to pt 904 (4236), twin knobs 4138 (Sheet 84D1 & 5) 
returning by LETWEDET CHAUNG. Lt Pomphrey & 2 ORs to patrol to 
ridge 4334, Pt 1440 (4434) and Pt 102 (4432) returning via 
HKRAMWEYWA. Both patrols to leave by KINGYAUNG 3831 and remain 
out till 1700 hrs 13 Apr unless enemy seen earlier 

160. CO to Bde and at 1540 hrs proceeded on recce to LAMBAGUNA area 
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161. Lt Col RW Jackson temporary second in command 6 I.B. in 
addition to cmdg 1 RS 

162. Lt Pomphrey returned from patrol reporting no signs of enemy. 
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163. Lt Payne and 2 ORs ordered to carry out recce patrol over same 
route as Lt Pomphrey (159) with object of reaching Pt 1440 by 
nightfall, returning at once if enemy observed in force 

164. Lt McCance returned from patrol: saw no enemy but villagers 
reported Japs to be further SOUTH 

165. 1 sec carriers sent on standing patrol to 3834 
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166. Carrier sec returned - nothing to report 
167. Lt Payne returned from patrol with negative report 
168. CSM Scullion & 2 ORs ordered out on recce patrol - Route 

KINGYAUNG (3731), ridge 4334, Pt 1440 (4434) and Pt 1102 
(4432) returning via ALEKINGYAUNG. 

169. Lieuts Bunn, Mann and Mellor arrived 
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170. 1 sec carriers sent on patrol to KINGYAUNG and they returned 
at 0630 with negative report 

171. C.O. to Bde 
172. Lt McCance with Lt Mann under instruction ordered to take out 

recce patrol, covering same route as CSM Scullion (168) with 
special object of reaching Pt 1440. 

173. CSM Scullion returned from patrol with negative report 
174. CO to Bde for conference 
175. CO returned from Bde - Lt Crockatt with carriers of 1 RS and R 

Berks ordered to take fighting patrol to bottle neck between 
hills and creek at GODUSARA (3731). The routine carrier patrol 
would join them in the morning after contacting RWF. The 
reason for this fighting patrol was on confirmation of a body 
of 30 Japs lying up on the beach being received. 
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176. Lt Crockatt returned from patrol - negative results 
177. C.O. to Bde for conference, returning 0910 hrs 
178. CSM Bain with Lt Bunn under instruction ordered to take out 

recce patrol KINGYAUNG - Pt 306 (4132) - HKRAMWEYWA (4232) - 
Pt 1440 - returning via ALE KINGYAUNG (4133). Object to reach 
Pt 1440 at all costs and to avoid being embroiled in fighting 

179. O Gp Conference. If Mob. Col called out, Z Force would thicken 
up the fire posn on feature created by X Force and RE would 
take over feature 

180. Lt McCance returned from Recce Patrol. Contacted two Pls BURMA 
REGT in area 4331 where task was to delay enemy 48 hrs in the 
hills. Many natives (about 100) met, carrying rice from hill 
villages to CHIRIDIN market and returning with vegetables. 1 
villager reported Japs 10 miles to the SOUTH (LO information 
that Jap patrols have been located in CHAUNG 427263 7 miles 
SOUTH of present locations). 
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181. CO to Bde for conference returning 1945 hrs - Carrier Patrol 
cancelled 

182. First signs of rain - Heavy showers accompanied by strong 
winds, direction NW to SE 
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183. CO to Bde for conference 
184. CSM Bain with Lt Bunn returned from recce patrol with negative 

report of enemy movement. 
185. CO returned from Bde and 'O' Gp Conference. Lt McCance ordered 

to take recce patrol into the hills area 4229 contacting Pls 
of Burma Regt. 

186. Lt Crockatt on recce to DLI at 4026 
187. CO ordered Mob Col (Comd Major Russell) comprising X Force, 

Carrier Pl, MG Pl & 3 x 3" mortars to proceed to KINGYAUNG 
CHAUNG to block this exit from the hills 

188. Lt Crockatt returned from recce 
'O' Gp Conference. Comd Post Y & Z Force at 1 hrs notice to 
move. If Y and Comd Post moved to GODUSARA, Z would remain 
present location. 

189. Mob Col reported location 1 Pl chaung 387314. Two Pls in hills 
round Pt 109 (3931); carriers in area CHIRIDAN (3732 & 3632) 

190. CO to Bde 
191. Lt McCance returned having contacted Burma Regt. 
     No movement of enemy seen or heard 
192. C.O. returned from Bde. 
193. Strength 22 Officers 366 ORs (APP III & IV) 
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194. Mob Col reported situation unchanged 
195. CO to Bde and he returned at 0850 hrs 
196. CO to Bde and at 1155 hrs he went to Mob Col Cmd Post area 

about Pt 109 (3931) - 7/15 Punjab Regt taking up positions 
from Pt 109 to Pt 306 (4132). Mob Col to remain in present 
location with 1 Pl and 1 sec JAT MGs at 389318; 1 Pl and 1 sec 
MG at 391318; 1 Pl at 390316; Cmd Post at 390319. 

197. CO returned 
198. CSM Gove sent out on recce patrol. Route DILPARA (3735) - 

KANBYIN (4036) - Pt 904 (4236) - Pt 1433 (4337) returning by 
same route. 

199. Bde MTO informed us that he was taking all MT with the 
exception of 1 x 15 cwt and water truck 
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200. MT taken away by Bde MTO. 
201. CO sent Lt Crockatt to Mob Col to fetch sitrep and with orders 

that Lt MacInnes and Pl was to return to camp 
202. CSM Gove returned from recce patrol - negative report. 
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203. Lt MacInnes & Pl returned from Mob Col by march route and came 
under command Z Force 

204. CO to Bde returning 1255 hrs 
205. CO and Adj left for Mob Col returning 1505 hrs - situation 

unchanged 
206. Lt Moffatt ordered to take out recce patrol. Route DILPARA 

(3735) KANBYIN (4036) - Pt 904 (4236) - Pt 1433 (4337) 
returning by same route 
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207. Capt Menzies reported back from Hospital 
208. Lt Moffatt reported back from patrol, having reached objective 

but no sign of enemy movement 
209. Lt Bunn ordered to take recce patrol by same route to Pt 1433 
210. CO to Bde 
211. Lt Payne with 6 ORs ordered to leave at once on recce patrol 

to KANBYIN, MYAUK KINGYAUNG, SINOH 4536, KANTHE 4931 and 
return immediately to report result. 

212. CO to Bde 
213. CO to Bde 
214. Pl at NYAUNBINGYI withdrawn to X Force at Pt 191. 
215. ATEBRIN issued to Bn 
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216. Lt Bunn returned from patrol - no movement heard or seen of 
     enemy 
217. Capt Warrack and 6 ORs ordered on recce patrol to KANBYIN- 
     MYAUK KINGYAUNG - SINOH - KANTHE 
218. CO to Bde 
219. Bde information that enemy air activity expected to be resumed 
     immediately 
220. 2 ORs of Lt Payne's patrol returned and reported that going 

was heavy and at 1135 hrs patrol had reached point short of 
SINOH 

221. CO to Bde 
222. Lt Payne returned having reached SINOH and not completed the 

patrol - no enemy movement seen 
223. Mob Col ordered to ensure that bridge 361334 was held at all 

costs which carriers would do. 50/60 Japs in civilian clothes 
with LMGs and mortars reported to be moving NORTH from 
ALETHANGYAW. 
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224. Lt Payne left to complete his patrol 
225. Smoke seen in hill square 4137 
226. CO to Bde and again at 0915 hrs 

JSP 
JSP 
JSP 
 
 



0945 
 
 

1030 
 
 
 

1120 
1230 
1815 

 
 
 

1930 
 

2200 
 

1800 

227. CO proceeded to Mob Col and ordered them to move at once to 
area 3740 to take up position there to forestall possible Jap 
threat to MAUNGDAW / BUTHIDAUNG Road. 

228. CO recced new position for Mob Col. 
1 Pl and sec MG 382403; Two Pls and Col HQ 381396; Standing 
Patrol of 1 sec carriers at 402399 and 1 sec carriers to 
contact Standing Patrol and Coy LF continuously day and night 

229. CO to Bde 
230. Mob Col in new positions HQ 383398 
231. CO to Bde thereafter he proceeded to Mob Col and ordered them 

to return to their positions at KINGYAUNG in view of threat of 
infiltration there through the enemy having occupied SOUTH end 
of Pt 318 

232. Lt Payne returned from patrol having seen no enemy movement 
and contacted 1/15 Punjabis 

233. Mob Col in position at KINGYAUNG - Carriers patrol road 
continuously KINGYAUNG / DILPARA. 

236. Draft of 106 ORs arrived 
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237. Lt Moffatt and 6 ORs left on patrol to KANBYIN, MYAUK 
KINGYAUNG, SINOH and KANTHE 

238. CO to Conference at Bde 
239. Bn reformed into A, B, C & D Coys each of 2 Pls and HQ Coy. B 

& D Coy with mortars and carriers under command to continue as 
Mob Col with Major Russell Force Commander. 
A Coy Capt Stait-Gardner, B Coy Capt Warrack, C Coy Capt 
Gibson, D Coy Major Russell, HQ Coy Major Douglas, Adj Capt 
ADW Sanderson. Coy locations: A 381356, B Pt 182 (3834), C 
379359, D 389319, HQ Coy 381352 

240. Major Mackenzie Kennedy took over command of Mob Col. 
241. CO to Bde - Enemy reported vicinity Pt 318 and KAINGYI 
242. A & C Coy ordered "vigilance" i.e. 75% personnel awake. 

Carrier patrols continuous during night along road from 4 Ind 
Bde to DILPARA 

243. Draft of 90 ORs arrived 
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244. Lt Moffatt returned from patrol having reached 440357 (WEST of 
SINOH) and he neither saw nor heard any enemy movement 

245. CO to Bde 
246. CO on recce with Bde Cmd to KINGYAUNG area 3832 for possible 

move to meet threat from enemy force now about Pt 318 (4328) 
247. CO to Bde 
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248. CO gave out orders for possible move of A and C Coys and Cmd 
Post with AA Pl and 3" Mortar to area 3832; HQ Coy and B Ech 
to remain present location 

249. CO to Bde - Lt Payne and 4 ORs left on patrol to KANTHE via 
KANBYIN, MYAUK KINGYAUNG and SINOH 

250. CO with Coy Cmds carried out recce of Pt 109 and orders were 
given for occupying positions as under. 
A Coy Twin Knobs 392313; B Coy 1 Pl Standing Patrol at bridge 
368318 and 1 Pl at immediate readiness to move to road block 
390298 in event of Jap penetration. Meantime it would be at 
390320. C Coy to take over WEST spur from D Coy after 1915 
hrs. D Coy to hold Pt 109. 
1 sec carriers standing patrol at bridge 390298; 1 sec 
carriers with under cmd 3 x 3" mortars on carriers. Standing 
patrol 375325 to prevent infiltration Northwards 

251. Cmd Post, A & C Coys left DILPARA and were in new positions in 
KINGYAUNG area by 2200 hrs. Standing Patrol at bridge 368318 
in position at 2240 hrs; Carrier Standing Patrol in position 
2245 hrs 

252. Strength 25 Officers 450 ORs (APP V & VI) 
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253. All Coys reported quiet night; 4 Ind Bde also reported quiet 
     night 
254. CO received orders to carry out recce of possible new 

positions as it was now considered that the KINGYAUNG threat 
had disappeared and the threat was now to the MAUNGDAW / 
BUTHIDAUNG Road. 

255. CO and Coy Cmds left on recce of new area. Provisional 
dispositions to protect signal centre were fixed as follows:- 
A Coy high ground area 374400 (NORTH of road). Task to prevent 
infiltration SOUTH down BAWLI BAZAR road and from EAST 
B Coy high ground area 374396 (SOUTH of road). Task to prevent 
infiltration from SOUTH & SE. 
D Coy on three knolls vicinity T junc 365398. Task to prevent 
infiltration from NORTH & WEST 
C Coy to be in reserve at BID dump with 3 x 3" mortars and 2 
secs MG. C Coy to be ready to reinforce and stop any break 
through and also to take up defensive position WEST or NW. 
Carrier Pl to patrol road to tunnel area 3939 and BAWLI BAZAR, 
with 3 x 3" mortars carrier mounted under command 
Bn HQ to be in area of BID 365396 or area 358396. 

256. Lt Payne returned from KANTHE and reported having seen no 
signs of enemy 
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257. CO issued orders from Bde Cmd. 
258. CO gave out orders. Mob Col reorganised under cmd Major 

Mackenzie-Kennedy. Task to contain the enemy wherever they 
should appear and allow the gunners to deal with them. If Mob 
Col should move SOUTH then 25 pdr FOO with Force Cmd; if NORTH 
3.7 FOO. Mob Col now made up as follows: 

A Coy with 1 Pl B Coy and 3 dets mortars on carriers under 
command 
1 Pl MGs 
1 sec carrier from Bn HQ and any other carrier which may 
be engaging the enemy 

Remainder of bn would remain in present location, D Coy having 
3 dets mortars under command; 1 sec of 3 carriers on standing 
patrol at CHNDARA, 1 sec on road patrol and 1 sec at Bn HQ 
First carrier road patrol of 1 sec would leave at 1815 hrs, 
visit carrier SP at 390298, return to Bn HQ, report then 
proceed NORTH to bridge 34 where it would halt 20 minutes then 
move to chaung 381346, halt 10 minutes, then direct to road 
block at DILPARA. If nothing to report, patrol would then 
return, halting 10 minutes at bridge 34, then move to S.P. at 
390298 and then return to Bn HQ reporting to Duty Officer. 
15 minutes after return of carrier patrol, the other carrier 
sec would carry out the same patrol and the patrols would 
continue throughout the night. 
If enemy are met, 1 carrier would return at once to report to 
CO and remaining carriers would engage the enemy. 

259. Informed that three coys 7/15 Punjabis were moving down ridge 
from Pt 1402 to 493240 in fighting patrol 

260. Bde informed us that at 1835 hrs the enemy had launched an 
attack against 55 Bde on EAST side of MAYU RIDGE, estimated 
strength 1 Bn. 
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261. All coys reported quiet night and no movement seen 
262. Carrier road patrol ordered to leave 2 hrs after previous 

patrol during daylight 
263. CO visited standing patrol at 368318 
264. 2 Officers 106 ORs reinforcements arrived 
265. D Coy ordered to have a Standing Patrol of 1 sjt and 6 ORs on 

feature Pt 306 relieving S.P. of R Berks. Task to give warning 
of approach of enemy, numbers and direction. 2 ORs to return 
to Bn HQ with information, remainder to stay on hill unless 
attacked in force when they may withdraw but must maintain 
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1430 
2130 

contact with the enemy. SP to leave at 1200 hrs and will be 
relieved about 1200 hrs 27 Apr 

266. Coys report situation unchanged 
267. 5 Officers 5 ORs reinforcements arrived. 

Carrier Road Patrols continued throughout the 24 hrs and 
reported no movement seen 
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FIELD 27 
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268. Coys reported quiet night. 
269. 'O' Gp Conference. 'C' Coy ordered to provide Standing Patrol 

of 1 Officer and 6 ORs at Pt 614 (4431) to leave at 1300 hrs. 
D Coy to take over S.P. at Pt 614 on 29 and 30 Apr. 
B Coy to take over SP at Pt 306 on 28 Apr. 
C Coy to take over SP at Pt 306 on 29 and 30 Apr. 
Yellow triangles to be used for ground to air recognition. 
Coys to run NCO cadres. 
Special vigilance, in view of Jap Emperor's birthday on 29th 
Apr, to be kept on 27, 28, 29 and 30 Apr. Information all 
tends to point that Jap intends to attack BUTHIDAUNG from the 
EAST and thence drive on MAUNGDAW 

270. Carrier patrols continued - nothing to report 
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271. Coys reported situation unchanged 
272. Firing heard from direction of Pt 306 
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273. Coys reported situation quiet 
274. D Coy ordered to have Standing Patrol of 1 sjt and 3 ORs at 
     423348 
275. CO visited Bde, Z Force and S.P. (Carrier) at 390298 
276. Sniper reported to have fired 1 shot in the vicinity Pt 182 
     (3834). 
     1 sec carriers and 1 sec AA Pl ordered to search area for 
     sniper. Result negative. 
277. Standing Patrol from Pt 614 returned & reported they had seen 

no signs of the enemy and that they had left 614 at 1630 hrs 
without being relieved. (Relief had left at 1200 hrs). Another 
relief was sent out at once 

JSP 
 
JSP 
JSP 
 
 
 
JSP 
 
 
 
JSP 

FIELD 28 
APR 

 278. Carrier Road patrol continued throughout the 24 hrs. JSP 

 29 
APR 

0630 
0815 

 
 

1030 
1200 
1600 

279. All coys reported quiet night 
280. Missing relief for SP at 614 returned having lost the way and 

gone towards Pt 318 where he spent the night and saw no sign 
of any Jap movement. 

281. CO to Bde 
282. Relief for Standing Patrols left 
283. 306 Patrol returned, no enemy movement seen 
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2315 

284. 423348 Patrol returned with nothing to report but they were 
not relieved. Further relief pty sent out at 1815 

285. 614 Patrol returned - all quiet. Information received of new 
positions of 7/15 Punjabis 

286. LO from Bde with information of moves of 36 Bde and possible 
moves of 6 Inf Bde. 

287. Carrier road patrols continued. Nothing to report 
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288. 6 Bde placed at 2 hrs notice to move. 
289. All coys reported situation unchanged 
290. CO to Bde for conference 
291. 'O' Gp Conference when orders were issued for possible move 

and bn placed at 50 minutes notice. If bn moves then Mob Col 
would cease. 

292. 2nd relief of 423348 Patrol returned and reported SP was in 
     position 
293. SP reliefs left 
294. Bde message that bn would not move 
295. 306 Patrol returned - no movement seen 
296. LO from Bde with fresh orders - Adj to Bde Conference at 1630 
     hrs 
297. 423348 Patrol returned - no movement seen 
298. 614 Patrol returned - no movement seen. 
     Carrier road patrol continued as usual. Nothing to report. 
299. 'A' Coy ordered 'Stand To' on account of movement heard to 

their SOUTH and stood down at 2250 without any incident. 
300. Atebrin issued to bn. 
301. Maps Sheet nos 84 D5vi, D6, D9, D10 & D11 attached as appendix 
 
            Field. 1st May 1943       J.S. Purves Capt 
                                      Intelligence Officer 
                                      1st Bn The Royal Scots 
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1. Coys reported quiet night 
2. Lt Anderson with 3 ORs left to bring back Standing Patrols from 

306 & 614 
3. O Gp Conference when orders for move were issued. 
   Mob Col (Comd Major Mackenzie-Kennedy) to occupy and hold Pt 

109 (3931). Force to consist of: 
   A Coy, all carriers, mortars on carriers, and Pl MG (Jat). 
   Remainder of bn to move to DILPARA (3735) on night 1/2 May when 

bn will be under 1 hrs notice. Positions to be occupied as 
under: 

   B Coy 381355; C Coy 377361; D Coy south end of feature 379358; 
   B Ech, HQ Coy present location; Command Post 377359. 
   Move would be by transport as follows: 

1400 hrs  Surplus ammo to B Ech 
1415 hrs  2 mortar dets and ammo 
1430 hrs  1 mortar det and ammo 
1500 hrs  RAP 
1515 hrs) Bn HQ 
1545 hrs) 
1745 hrs  B Coy Cooks 
1800 hrs  C Coy Cooks 
1815 hrs  D Coy Cooks 
Coys would leave by march route. B Coy at 1920 hrs, C Coy at 
1940 hrs, D Coy at 2000 hrs. Mob Col to take over from C and D 
Coys before they left. 

4. Draft of 18 ORs arrived 
5. CO left for Bde Conference. 
6. Pt 306 patrol returned - no movement seen 
7. 614 Patrol returned. All quiet. 7/15 Punjabis in new positions. 
8. Orders for move confirmed 
9. Comd Post established 377357 
10. CO to Bde 
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2145 11. All coys in new positions 
12. Carrier road patrol under Mob Col continued throughout 24 hrs 
13. Strength 28 Officers 513 ORs (APP I & II) 
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 MAY 
2 

0630 
 

0815 
1000 
1030 
1200 
1600 
1700 
1915 

 
2000 
2115 

14. Coys reported quiet night. Mob Col quiet except for two bursts 
    LMG heard in Gurkha patrol area 
15. CO went to Bde and then visited Mob Col 
16. Lt McCance & 6 ORs left to contact 55 Bde in KANTHE area 
17. Pl C Coy left for standing patrol at KANBYIN 4036 
18. 1 Sjt & 6 ORs left for standing patrol at 423348. 
19. CO to Bde 
20. 12 OR Reinforcements arrived 
21. CO to Bde for orders and at 1945 hrs issued warning order for 
    move into hills with mule transport 
22. CO to Bde Conference 
23. Orders for move given by C.O. 
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24. Bn left by march route; order of march C, D, Cmd Post & B Coy 
25. Bn arrived area 435355 when permission was then given for the 

men to drink 
26. Jap 75 m/m fired into area until 1345 hrs. No damage. 
27. Positions were occupied as follows:- 

Comd Post 435355; B Coy feature NORTH of 1440 (440346) 
C Coy 440357; D Coy 438355 in vicinity Comd Post. 
14 Pl ordered to KANBYIN as rear pty guard. D Coy to provide 
Pl as carrying pty from mule pt (400x distance over rough 
going and uphill) to Comd Post for water, rations and ammo. 
Mob Col passed into comd of 6 I.B. 

28. 'B' Coy reported 1 sec in occupation of Pt 1440 
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29. Quiet night reported by coys. 
30. C Coy relieved by coy RWF and were ordered to DILPARA 
31. On orders from Bde, 'C' Coy are now ordered to proceed to 

KANTHE area to contact 55 Bde and harry any enemy met en 
route. Move to be in two columns and return to DILPARA by MT 
via BUTHIDAUNG 

32. 'C' Coy left 
33. RWF Coy ordered to rejoin their own bn at DILPARA 
34. D Coy closed in their pl positions and ordered to have a 

Standing Patrol connected by line on 1440 ridge. 
35. B Coy sec on 1440 fired on by LMGs and attacked by infantry 

from the EAST while they were digging in and the sec withdrew 
leaving Sjt McGurk and Pte McCauly [Macaulay]. Japs held 1440. 

36. 'B' Coy ordered to restore situation on Pt 1440 
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37. Lt Mellor's Pl moved forward to attack 1440 and at 1810 hrs 
put in their attack when 'B' Coy gave covering fire by LMG. 

38. RWF Coy returned, coming under command, and were placed in 
reserve 
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39. LO arrived from Bde with information of Jap movements and 
proposed British operations on the EAST side of the MAYU 
Ridge. 

40. Coys reported quiet night but situation on Pt 1440 not known 
41. Major Douglas ordered to command tps at KANBYIN and AA Pl to 

provide escort for all mule convoys 
42. Sjt Home (Lt Mellor's Pl) and 1 sec reported back to B Coy and 

reported that 1440 was strongly held by the enemy and Pl was 
unable to capture the position. Sjt McGurk and Pte McCauly 
[Macaulay] were heard calling during the attack. 

    RWF Coy ordered to relieve 'B' Coy on ridge. 
43. Lt Mellor arrived at Comd Post having returned via KANBYIN. He 

reported that he approached 1440 from the track which went 
round the WEST side of 1440 and joined into a track on the 
SOUTH of 1440 which ran NORTH/SOUTH. He had sent scouts SOUTH 
along this track towards SOUTH PIMPLE and they reported 
nothing to be seen or heard. He left two scouts at the track 
junc and proceeded NORTH with 1 sec, sending the other sec 
under Sjt Home round by the S.E. He soon came under LMG fire 
from 1440 and Sjt Home was fired on by LMG from a position NE 
of SOUTH PIMPLE. Lt Mellor moved off the track to the WEST and 
tried to attack from there. He then heard firing to his SOUTH, 
saw that his two scouts were casualties and a Jap LMG was on 
the track junction and about 20 Japs were advancing towards 
him. He then moved around 1440 on the WEST side to attack from 
the NORTH but soon came under LMG fire from the NORTH. The 
other pty of enemy were trying to cut him off, so he broke off 
the attack and slipped away down the hillside to the WEST and 
returned to the bn via KANBYIN. Sjt Home and his sec came 
round the EAST of 1440 and eventually made their way back to 
'B' Coy direct. Lt Mellor considered that Pt 1440 area was 
held by two Pls. Casualties including original sec on 1440 
were 2 killed, 1 wounded and 2 POW. 

44. RWF Coy completed taking over from B Coy 
45. 1440 shelled by us. 
46. 'B' Coy in position on chaung area 440352 - B & D Coys 

employed in maintenance of RWF Coy and protecting the L of C. 
'C' Coy is placed under comd 55 Bde. 
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1500 
1600 
1630 
1700 

47. Rifle shots heard on the EAST of 1440 
48. Lts Towers, Carr and Wilson joined the bn 
49. Capt McCance arrived at 6 Inf Bde HQ from his patrol to 55 Bde 
50. Asked Bde to have Pt 1440 bombed/strafed by RAF. 
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51. All coys reported quiet night 
52. 5 enemy seen approaching OP on 1440 were shelled. Two Japs 

carried away one and the remainder were not seen again 
)53. Mohawks MG and cannon from SOUTH side of 1440 to SOUTH PIMPLE 
)    and Western slopes. All planes on target 
54. Guns shelled MATHON CHAUNG at 1440 
55. LO arrived to give latest information and reported having met 

'C' Coy very exhausted near MYAUK KINGYAUNG and they were 
proceeding to KANBYIN 

56. 'C' Coy arrived KANBYIN where they were ordered to remain and 
rest 

57. Left hand Pl RWF attacked from NORTH and EAST. Telephone line 
from Cmd Post to Bde cut. 

58. Gunfire called for on 44003485 
59. Enemy aircraft overhead, air support called for 
60. Wounded reported that 20 Japs had attacked and captured OP 

hill 440346 
61. Enemy reported to be working round WEST side of hill to cut 

off RWF who were then ordered to withdraw. Enemy estimated 
strength 3 Pls. 

62. Aircraft MG the enemy on Pt 1440. 
    Bde informed that it was improbable that we can hold present 

positions after dark if attack is put in and propose moving to 
Pt 904 (4237) which is agreed to. 

63. RWF Coy passed through Cmd Post 
64. 'B' Coy passed 
65. Bde ordered Bn to move to ridge 4136 
66. RWF Coy occupied SOUTH and feature 413358 
    B Coy and Cmd Post at the NORTH end and D Coy on feature 

412362 
67. Major Douglas arrived with fresh orders for the bn to have one 

coy at each of the following: KANBYIN, Pt 176 and Pt 904. 
    CO informed Bde that bn was not in a fit state to occupy Pt 

904 and that it could not be done that night as tracks would 
have to be cut but he was now occupying KANBYIN with C Coy 
which badly required rest and the remainder on hills 413358 
and 412362 

68. Standing Patrol sent to Pt 904 
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69. S.P returned from 904 and reported no movement seen 
70. RWF Coy sent SP of 1 officer and 6 ORs to 413368 
71. Col Chapman arrived with orders 
72. Capt McCance and 6 ORs (B Coy) sent on patrol to 422358 to 

return at 1400 hrs 
73. Bde ordered SP of 1 Pl on Pt 904 and SP of 1 Officer and 6 ORs 

at 422358. 'C' Coy ordered to provide SP at Pt 904 
74. Capt McCance returned, nothing to report. 
75. Lt Noble and 6 ORs (D Coy) left on SP at 422358 
76. Major Mackenzie-Kennedy arrived and took over command 
77. CO left for Bde 
78. LMG and SAA fire heard in direction of Mob Col 
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79. Coys reported quiet night 
80. D Coy Pl left to take over Standing Patrol at Pt 904. RWF Coy 

sent out relief to SP at 422358. 
81. Movement seen 413350 which was immediately shelled 
82. RWF reported that they could not locate Lt Noble and his 

patrol though whole area had been searched. 2 ORs of previous 
patrol sent out to check up and they confirmed RWF report. 

83. RAF strafe Pt 1440 and ridge to NORTH 
84. Fires seen on 1440 which burnt for several hours 
85. Lt Col Jackson evacuated to MDS. 
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86. Quiet night 
87. Informed by Bde that Pt 1433 would not be held by our troops 

after 0900 hrs 
88. Orders received for bn to move back to DILPARA and to be back 

before 1900 hrs 
89. 'O' Gp Conference when orders were issued for withdrawal. 
    'B' Coy to be rearguard from present position, then 'C' Coy 

from KANBYIN. Zero 1500 hrs. Order of march D Coy, RWF Coy, 
Cmd Post, B Coy, C Coy. Coys to start thinning out at 1330 
hrs. 

    'C' Coy ordered to withdraw D Coy Pl on Pt 904, and RWF Coy to 
withdraw their SP at 422358 by 1200 hrs 

90. Withdrawal of bn commenced and continued without incident 
91. Cmd Post established DILPARA and Coys moved into their old 

positions. RWF Coy returned to their own bn. 
92. All Coys in position 
93. C.O. held Coy Cmds conference 
94. CO to Bde for conference. Heavy stores removed by MT during 

night 
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95. Quiet night 
96. 'O' Gp Conference when preliminary orders for withdrawal NORTH 

were issued. 
97. Mob Col returned into cmd, A Coy took up position area 380355 
98. A Coy Cmd, OsC Carrier Pl and Mortar Pl given preliminary 

orders for move. 
99. CO to Bde Conference 
100. 'O' Gp Conference when final details for move were issued. 

Bde SP Salvage Dump. Bn SP Umbrella Tree at Z-15 
Order of march. 'C' Coy, Cmd Post, HQ Coy, A Coy less 1 Pl, 
mule convoy, Pl A Coy, ambulances. 
Coys to pass Cmd Post at Z-30. 
Carrier patrol SOUTH to 4 Ind Bde to continue until move 
starts. 
Listening watch only from Z-60 unless in emergency. 

101. Lt Noble and 6 ORs (D Coy) returned from Standing Patrol at 
422358 having been out since 1415 hrs 7 May, and he was 
relieved by RWF patrol. This was the fifth patrol sent to 
this area since Lt Noble should have been relieved. 

102. CO to Bde for conference 
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103. QM left with 'B' Ech which still remained 
104. CO to Bde Conference 
105. All carriers in bde moved under command of Capt Menzies 
106. 'O' Gp Conference when final orders for withdrawal were 
     issued. ZERO 2300 hrs past Bde SP at Salvage Dump 

Check pts. Bde SP; RA Corner; POUNAZEIK. 
No halt until 0050 hrs May 12. 
No movement from present positions before 2200 hrs. 
Full water bottles and 48 hr rations to be carried by all 
ranks 
Embussing Point: ZEGANBYIN at 0400 hrs. 

107. Bn left DILPARA by march route 
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108. Bn arrived at ZEGANBYIN where they halted for the day. Coys 
taking up defensive positions round feature 362468 

109. Orders given for move to TUMBRU (138825) which would be by 
march route to CHOTA MAUNGNYAMA 3453 thence by MT. 
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110. Bn left ZEGANBYIN by march route and arrived at CHOTA 
MAUNGNYAMA at 0300 hrs when they embussed 

111. Bn left CHOTA MAUNGNYAMA in MT. 
112. Bn arrived at TUMBRU 
113. Lieut Payne assumed duties as I.O. vice Capt Purves 

 
JSP 
JSP 
JSP 
PICP 



(Steamer 
Station) 
138825 

 14.5 - 114. Situation unchanged. Coys resting. Alarm & ARP posts 
completed, AF 3008 AF 3009 for 14 May 43 

PICP 
Appendix V & VI PICP  

 15.5 - 115. Situation unchanged. PICP 
 16.5 - 116. Situation unchanged. PICP 
 17.5 - 117. Situation unchanged. 55 Bde relieves 23 Bde. PICP 
 18.5 - 118. Situation unchanged. PICP 
 19.5 0745 119. River standing patrol - Lieut Hamling & 30 ORs - left jetty. 

Intention (i) by night to make a cordon of sampans, each 
containing two men across the NAF RIVER from the following 
points MTANCHANG mouth (194780) - CHAUNG mouth (186723) 
special task of stopping sampan traffic up or down stream. 
(ii) By day to lie up in the area of NOAPARA (1772) with 
sampans hidden in creek.  

Maps 
 84C&C PICP 
   4 8 

 20.5  120. Lieut Hamling reported two sampans sunk during journey down 
the previous day. The cordon could not be formed during the 
night. 

PICP 

TUMBRU 
(138825) 

21st 0855 121. Jap bombers with 'zero' fighters escort, course N-S; and high 
altitude, passed overhead. 2 auxiliary petrol tanks were 
jettisoned hitting the side of the road near the jetty (These 
planes were returning from a raid on Cox's Bazar & Ramu 
Airfield which was ineffective) 

     Quartermaster and Coy representatives left for CHITTAGONG via 
DOHAZARI. 

PICP 

 22nd  122. River patrol returned nothing to report. 
     A.F. 3009 Received for 2400 hrs 21st May.  
      "   3008 

PICP 
See Appendix VII & VIII 
PICP 

 23rd 0800 
1530 

123. Bn moved embussed for DOHAZARI 
124. Bn arrived DOHAZARI without incident. Night spent in lager. 

PICP 
PICP 

 24th 0700 
1015 

125. Bn entrained & moved to CHITTAGONG 
126. Bn arrived CHITTAGONG. Moved into hutted rest camp (47th) 
     Lt Col R.W. Jackson resumes command vice Major Mackenzie- 
     Kennedy 

PICP 
PICP 
 
PICP 

 25th  127. Situation unchanged. PICP 
 26th  128. 2i/c & advance party left for Ahmednagar. PICP 
 27th AM 

PM 
129. Bn entrained for return journey to Ahmednagar coming under 

command (4 I.B. 2 Div) 
PICP 

 28th
29th

) 
) 

130. 
131. 

 
 



30th
31st

) 
) 

132. Journey to Ahmednagar via SANTAHAR, CALCUTTA, NANHAD 
133. 
 
              P.I.C. Payne Lieut 
                            I.O. 
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