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 Month and Year Sep. 44            Commanding Officer Lt.Col. WFR. Turner. 
                   K.O.S.B. 

 
Place 

 
Date

 
Hour 
 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Chalfont St. 
Giles, Bucks. 

3 
Sep 

 Bn leaves Vache Camp by rd & rail for Woodhall Spa, Lincs. 
Accommodated in KIRKBY MOOR CAMP with rear party 7/K.O.S.B. (of 1 
Airborne Div). 

      Appx "A" 
 
WFRT 

 8 
Sep 

1800 GOCs Briefing Conf Div HQ. All OsC Coys attend. WFRT 

 11 
Sep 

 Op planned and briefed on 8 Sep cancelled. WFRT  Appx "B" 

 17 
Sep 

 Airborne Corps lands Holland. WFRT  Appx "C" 

 18 
Sep 

1800 GOC Briefing Conference for Ex "Patience" with Airborne Corps. WFRT  Appx "D" 

 20 
Sep 

2330 Conf at Brigade HQ to brief 4/K.O.S.B. and 5/K.O.S.B. for glider op. 
Object to reinforce 1 Airborne Div fighting heavy opposition at 
ARNHEM. 

 
 
WFRT 

 21 
Sep 

 Planning for glider op completed. WFRT 

 22 
Sep 

1100 Glider op cancelled. WFRT 

 25 
Sep 

2330 Orders to prepare for move to airfds. First Div serials move on 26 
Sep 44. 

 
WFRT  Appx "E" 

 26 
Sep 

 Move to airfd postponed. 
                      Part I Orders No.187/44 - 207/44 (incl) 
                      AFW 3008 Serial Nos 3 - 7  (incl) 
                      AFW 3009E Serial Nos 3 - 7 (incl) 
 

WFRT  Appx "F" 
      Appx "G" 
      Appx "H" 
      Appx "I" 
 

 
  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript.
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WAR DIARY 
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 Month and Year October 1944.               Commanding Officer Lt.Col. W.F.R. Turner. 
 

 
Place 

 
Date 

 
Hour 
 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

Woodhall 
Spa 

1/10/44 1347 Exercise "Patience" postponed indefinitely.    Appx 'A'    GB 

"    " 2/10/44  7 days leave starts for 5% of bn per day.                GB 
"    " 7/10/44 1700 Leave cancelled : all personnel recalled                GB 
"    " 9/10/44 1150 

 
1600 

Move of Div to N.W. European Theatre to be known as Exercise 
"Wholemeal". 
Move postponed until 11 Oct 44. 

 
   Appx 'B'    GB 
   Appx 'C'    GB 

"    " 11/10/44 1540 Bn at 12 hrs notice to move.    Appx 'D'    GB 
"    " 12/10/44 1220 Further delay until 1200 hrs 13 Oct 44 due to bad weather in 

Channel. 
 
   Appx 'E'    GB 

"    " 13/10/44  Move postponed until 16 Oct 44.    Appx 'F'    GB 
"    " 17/10/44 0535 Bn leaves Woodhall Junc Sta for FAREHAM by two trains. "A", "C", 

"S", & "HQ" Coys in 1st train, "B" & "D" Coys in 2nd train. 
 
               GB 

"    " 18/10/44 0900 MT party of all wheeled vehs leave WOODHALL SPA for PURFLEET                GB 
"    " 

 
Fareham 

19/10/44  
 

0700 

Carrier party of 13 Carriers leave WOODHALL SPA by train for 
GRAVESEND. 
"A" & "C" Coys plus C.O. and Sig Offr leave FAREHAM transit Camp 
A.16 and embark at SOUTHAMPTON. 

 
 
 
               GB 

 21/10/44 0630 Remainder of marching personnel leave FAREHAM and embark at 
SOUTHAMPTON in H.M.S. Princess Josephine Charlotte. 

 
               GB 

Ostend 21/10/44 1500 "A" & "C" Coys disembark OSTEND. Stay night 21/22 Oct 44 in OSTEND 
transit camp.   

 
               GB 

Desselghem 
Ostend 

22/10/44 1200 
1600 

"A" & "C" Coys arrive DESSELGHEM. 
Remainder of marching party disembark OSTEND. Remain night 22/23 
Oct 44 at transit camp OSTEND. 

               GB 
 
               GB 

Tilbury 
Ostend 

23/10/44 1000 
1200 

MT & Carrier parties embark TILBURY. 
Remainder of marching personnel move by TCV from OSTEND to 
DESSELGHEM.  

               GB 
 
               GB 

Ostend 25/10/44 1400 MT & Carrier parties disembark OSTEND. Remain night 25/26 at 
transit camp. 

 
               GB 

Desselghem 26/10/44 1200 MT & Carrier parties arrive DESSELGHEM. Bn complete in DESSELGHEM.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol.I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries 
will be enclosed in A.F. C.219. If this is not 
available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



" 1200 C.O.'s Conference for Os.C. Coys. Warns of conc of bn in MALDEGEM 
area preparatory to attack on WALCHEREN ISLAND. 

 
              GB 

St. 
Georges 

28/10/44 0845 Bn leaves DESSELGHEM in MT for ST. GEORGES.  
              GB 

" 30/10/44 1730 C.O. and IO attend Bde briefing conference for Exercise "Infatuate" 
i.e. attack on WALCHEREN ISLAND. 

 
Appx 'G'      GB 

St. 
Georges 

31/10/44  Bn leaves to conc at BRESKENS. 
Bn Part I Orders No.208/44 - 221/44 (incl). 
A.F.W.3008 Serial Nos 8 - 11 (incl). 
A.F.W.3009E Serial Nos 8 - 11 (incl). 
Order of Battle. 
Summary of Events 1 May 44 - 16 Oct 44. 
 

              GB 
Appx 'H' 
Appx 'I' 
Appx 'J' 
Appx 'K' 
Appx 'L' 
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Hour 
 

 
Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

St Georges 1 Nov 0800 
1400 

 
 
 
 

1500 
1700 
1730 

 
2000 

Bn (less LOB) leaves ST GEORGES in TCV for BRESKENS. 
"A" "C" & "D" coys embark in LCA. "A" & "C" coys leave BRESKENS but 
return as Naval Authorities think UNCLE BEACH under heavy enemy 
fire. 
"A" "C" & "D" coys disembark owing to enemy shelling of BRESKENS 
harbour. 
Bn re-embarks and crosses to FLUSHING landing at UNCLE BEACH 
without casualties. 
Bn HQ established. CO visits OC tps in FLUSHING and receives orders 
for 2 Nov 44. 
CO issues orders for 2 Nov. 

 
 
 
Appx "J" - Folio No.1 

FLUSHING 
 
 
 
 
 

FLUSHING 

2 Nov 0530 
 

1100 
 

1600 
 

1700 

"A" & "C" coys cross into areas Grouse and Cod respectively under 
heavy fire from DOVER. Some casualties incl 3 offrs "C" coy. 
"C" coy complete clearance of GROUSE. "B" & "D" coys cross into 
GROUSE. Bn HQ now at SW corner of GROUSE. 
"A" coy complete clearance of COD. "B" & "D" coys now clearing 
PIKE, PARTRIDGE, TROUT and DUCK. 
"D" & "B" coys complete clearance of PIKE, PARTRIDGE, TROUT & DUCK. 
Some sniping from cranes BEXHILL area. 

 

 3 Nov  Bn holds gains of 2 Nov 44. "B" & "D" coys on banks of canal engage 
the enemy on HAYMARKET with small arms. Rocket and artillery 
attacks made on HAYMARKET, STRAND. 

 

FLUSHING 
 
 

FLUSHING 
FLUSHING 

 
 
 
 
 

4 Nov 0230 
 
 

0810 
1100 

 
 
 
 
 

Bn makes attack on area E of FLUSHING. Objectives B - area North of 
HAYMARKET and STRAND. D coy PICCADILLY and area North of CORNHILL. 
C coy area WATERLOO and KNIGHTSBRIDGE. 
All coy objectives captured : 200 prisoners taken. 
B coy push on along E bank of FLUSHING - MIDDLEBURG CANAL. Two 
casualties (1 offr 1 NCO) through mines. Coy HQ established at 
OOSTOUBURG level crossing. A coy takes over responsibility for 
WATERLOO and patrol along coast past KNIGHTSBRIDGE. Coy HQ 
established NE corner of dock basin (junc of CORNHILL & WATERLOO). 
C coy withdrawn to Bn res at NE corner of TROUT. Bn HQ established 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol.I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries 
will be enclosed in A.F. C.219. If this is not 
available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



 
FLUSHING 

 
1700 

POWER STATION NW corner of TROUT. 
Bn consolidates in present posns 

FLUSHING 7 Nov 1100 Bn HQ moves from POWER STATION to German dug out in area FLUSHING 
STATION. 

 

FLUSHING 10 Nov 1100 Bde Church Parade in ST. JACOB'S CHURCH. No march past owing to 
heavy rain. 

Appendix 'J' - Folio No 
2. 

FLUSHING 12 Nov 1300 Bn leaves FLUSHING in one LCT. Disembarks BRESKENS. Moves by MT to   
ST. GEORGES rejoins LOBs and MT. 

 

ST. GEORGES 14 Nov 1300 Bn less "D" Coy leaves ST. GEORGES in MT moves to OSSENDRECHT just 
over BELGIAN - DUTCH Frontier. 

 

OSSENDRECHT 15 Nov 1100 "D" Coy rejoins Bn at OSSENDRECHT.  
OSSENDRECHT 17 Nov 0930 Bn Church Parade for Service of Remembrance.  
OSSENDRECHT 18 Nov 0810 Bn leaves OSSENDRECHT and moves into 1(Brit) Corps Reserve area 

UDENHOUT near TILBURG. 
 

UDENHOUT 24 Nov  Bn leaves UDENHOUT moves to Infantry Barracks VUGHT. Becomes 
reserve bn of 155 Bde when Bde takes over positions on South bank 
of River MAAS from 10 Cdn Bde. 

 

 
VUGHT 

26 Nov 
30 Nov 

  
44 Offrs and NCOs attached to 4 KOSB and 7/9 RS (fwd bns) as 
spectators. 

 
 
 
WFR Turner Lt. Col. 
Comd 5 KOSB 



APPENDIX 'J' FOLIO No 1 
 

Summary of Events of 5 KOSB 
from Mid-October 1944 to Mid-November 1944 

 
To : Maj-Gen E.G. Miles CB., DSO., MC., 
     Colonel The King's Own Scottish Borderers, 
     HQ Kent District, 
     Harrietsham, 
     Kent.  
----------------------------------------------- 

Through War Office (P.R. (C & P)) 
        London 
        ------------------------- 
 
 We left Woodhall Spa on 17 Oct and moved to a transit camp in the Fareham 
area. Shortly after that the bn sailed in two batches from Southampton and 
landed at Ostend. After one night in a staging camp there we moved to billets at 
Desselghem, a small village about midway between Courtrai and Ghent. After being 
there about a week we went to another billeting area at St Georges, a small 
village 10 miles east of Bruges. While there we were told that our job would be 
to clear up Flushing and in conjunction with other troops capture the whole of 
the island of Walcheren. 
 
 The landings at Flushing were carried out first by a Commando and it was 
followed by our brigade in the order 4 KOSB, 5 KOSB, 7/9 RS. We left St Georges 
at 0700 hrs on 1 Nov 44 and went to Breskens in MT and awaited orders to cross 
to Flushing in LCA. After a false start when the Navy brought us back to 
Breskens as they thought the landing beach at Flushing was under heavy enemy 
artillery fire, we eventually landed in Flushing about 1600 hrs. The battle, 
previous to our landing, had gone fairly well and most of the southern half of 
the town had been cleared. It was decided that we could not do much that night 
and plans were accordingly made for us to cross into the northern half of the 
town at 0530 hrs on 2 Nov 44 and our object was to clear the whole of the rest 
the town. 
 

The plan was that after a 30 minute artillery bombardment A and C coys 
should cross the start line at 0530 hrs and clear the first two large blocks of 
the north half of the town. Both coys crossed the start line on time but both 
had an unfortunate incident shortly afterwards. A coy lost 14 men wounded out of 
their leading pl from enemy mortar fire and it took some time in the dark before 
the coy was re-organised to continue its job. Once re-organised the work of 
clearing the houses went on very satisfactorily though it was a slow business. A 
coy finally succeeded in clearing out the whole of its objective by about mid-
day. The northern half of the town was badly flooded in some places and this 
made progress even slower. C company unfortunately had the coy comd and two 
platoon comds all wounded in the first 10 minutes and were commanded for all the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th November by Lt Carmichael. In spite of these losses however 
they cleared their block of houses by about 1130 hrs and B and D coys were 
brought into the northern half of the town to clear the remaining blocks. 
Neither of these coys had much difficulty and the whole of the town to the west 
of Middleburg - Flushing canal was cleared of enemy except for a few snipers, by 
about 1600 hrs 2 Nov 44. The bn then consolidated its gains and held all the 
northern part of the town that night and all the next day. The two easterly 
coys, B and D, had some trouble with enemy MGs from across the canal and their 
posns were very slightly shelled. On the morning of 3rd Nov the bn received 
orders to cross the canal during the night and clear the whole of the dock area 
to the east of the Middleburg canal. Zero hour was fixed for 0230 hrs on 4 Nov 
and after a preliminary artillery bombardment B coy crossed the bridge over the 
canal under cover of smoke. Once B coy had captured their objectives D and C 
were sent across the bridge at about 0345 hrs and 0400 hrs respectively. 

 



By 0800 hrs all three companies had captured all their objectives and had 
captured a total of about 400 prisoners. The enemy were nearly all in concrete 
pillboxes but fortunately they were not of first class fighting value and they 
had had a great hammering from RAF heavy bombers, rocket-firing Typhoons and our 
own artillery. 

 
After capturing these objectives B coy were ordered to advance towards 

Middleburg to find out the state of affairs along the banks of the canal. Owing 
to sniping this was a slow process; many prisoners were captured and a point 
about half way between Oostonburg and Middleburg was reached by dusk 4 Nov 44 
when one officer and one cpl were blown up on mines. The bn was then ordered to 
consolidate in its existing positions. The following morning (5 Nov) the 4th 
KOSB passed through this bn at 0700 hrs and this bn took no further part in the 
fighting on Walcheren. On 12 Nov 44 it returned to St Georges, its previous 
billet area. On 14 Nov it moved to a new billeting area at Ossendrecht in 
Holland about 10 miles south of Bergen-Op-Zoom. On 18 Nov it moved again to 
Udenhout, a village midway between Tilburg and 'S Hertogenbosch and the whole 
bde is now in reserve to 1 British Corps in that area. 

 
To sum up the events of Nov 2, 3 and 4 there is no doubt that the bn did 

very well for its first time in action since June 1940. Admittedly the enemy 
were not stout hearted but they certainly gave us enough trouble in the early 
street fighting on 2 Nov. Morale was very high throughout the three days 
fighting and all are very anxious to have another battle soon. Casualties were 
very light indeed being 9 other ranks killed and 6 officers and 52 other ranks 
wounded. 

 
An "Order of Battle of the Bn" both before and after the action are 

attached. 
A reinforcement draft of 2 officers and 25 other ranks joined the bn on 17 

Nov 44. 
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VUGHT 3 Dec 1100 Bn visited by C in C 21 AG Field Marshall Montgomery. 100 men march 
past on parade with 7 Cams, 6 Cams, and 4/5 RSF. C in C addresses 
all officers at Bde HQ at 1200 hrs. Bn told of impending move 
preparatory to fighting in Germany. 

 

VUGHT 7 Dec 0900 Bn moves by MT to area HULZEN to prepare for Op "Shears". Arrive 
HULZEN 2030 hrs. Billets satisfactory. 

 
APPX D. FOLIO 1 

 
HULZEN 

7 Dec 
13 Dec 

 
 

0855 

 
Planning of Op "Shears" with 8 Armd Bde. 
Op "Shears" cancelled. 

 
APPX E. FOLIOS 1,2 & 3 
APPX E. FOLIO 3 

HULZEN 17 Dec 1100 Move to GEILENKIRCHEN area in MT. Take over Bn posns from 7 Cams 
NEIDERHEIDE area. 

APPX E. FOLIO 4 

GANGELT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GANGELT 

21 Dec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 Dec 

1100 Bn moves to GANGELT area takes over line from 3 I.G. of Guard 
Armoured Div. Positions D coy HASTENRATH with under comd 1 tp tanks 
13/18 H, 1 tp 17 pr A tk guns 86 A tk Bty, 1 Pl MMG B coy 7 Manch, 3 
x 3" Mor, 2 x secs Carrier Pl. C coy VINTELEN with 1 tp 13/18 H, 1 
P1 MMG, 3 x 3" mor. A coy GANGELT with 1 pl KEIVELBERG by night. B 
coy GANGELT with Sqn less 2 tps 13/18 H. Bn HQ GANGELT. A tk Pl, Pnr 
Pl GANGELT. 
Amn, Rations, Water dumped in HASTENRATH, GANGELT and VINTELEN to 
implement defensive plan of coy "hedgehog" positions. 

 

GANGELT 22 Dec 0200 Bn HQ area shelled by 210 mm gun. Total 15 shells landed.  
GANGELT 24 Dec 1600 B coy relieves C coy in VINTELEN.  
GANGELT 25 Dec 0500 HASTENRATH and VINTELEN heavily mortared.  
GANGELT 
 
 
 
 
   " 
 
 

28 Dec 0600 
 
 
 
 

0800 
 
 

Enemy starts attack on KIEVELBERG and VINTELEN. All communication 
with KIEVELBERG ceases 0615 hrs. Communication with VINTELEN 
maintained by R/T. Enemy captured KIEVELBERG. Enemy in VINTELEN 
infiltrate into centre of village. B coy stands fast in slit 
trenches to await daylight. 
One tp of SRY (relieved 13/18 H on 25 Dec 44) leave GANGELT and 
proceed up rd to VINTELEN. Enemy resistance pushed back in VINTELEN. 
Enemy in VINTELEN mopped up by B coy, 51 prisoners taken. Situation 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript.



 
GANGELT 
 
 
GANGELT 
 
   " 
 
   " 

 
1225 

 
 

1245 
 

1300 
 

1500 

in VINTELEN completely restored by 1100 hrs. 
Counter attack with A coy (2 pls only) and C coy launched on axis rd 
GANGELT-KIEVELBERG with sp from 1 tp tanks on axis rd HASTENRATH-
KIEVELBERG. 
KIEVELBERG recaptured, 27 prisoners. Recovered 2 own dead from 
original garrison of 8 pl A coy. 
OC 8 pl A coy with one man reports B coy having escaped after being 
taken prisoner. 
KIEVELBERG consolidated with C coy occupying. A coy 6 Cams move in 
to replace C coy in defence GANGELT. 

GANGELT 29 Dec 0900 
1600 

 
6 Cams relieve 5 KOSB in Bn posn. This relief was originally to have 
taken place on 28 Dec but was postponed. Bn moves to res in 
SCHINVELD and forms Div mobile col with SRY. 

 

SCHINVELD 30 Dec 0715 Mob Col stand to to move at 1 hrs notice owing to enemy attack at 
TRIPSRATH. 

 

    " 31 Dec 1300 Bn have Xmas and New Year Dinner at HENDRIK Colliery. 
 
                             D.J. Barron Capt Adjt for Lt. Col. 
                             Comd 5th.Bn.The K.O.S.B. 
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SCHINVELD 1 Jan 1200 Bn leaves SCHINVELD in MT. Moves to GEILENKIRCHEN in MT, marches to 
area RISCHDEN and takes over posns in line from 1 Glas H. 

 

RISCHDEN 2 Jan  Day devoted to selection of new coy areas and improvement of def 
works. 
Amn dumping programme started. 

 

RISCHDEN 4 Jan 1545 Bn HQ area RISCHDEN mortared - no cas.  
RISCHDEN 6 Jan 0530 50% of all coys stand to as a result of warning received from Div 

HQ that attack on Div Sector was imminent. No attack developed. 
 

RISCHDEN 8 Jan 0200 
 

1815 

Patrol "D" coy (Lt Fergusson patrol comd and 19 men) raid TORPEDO 
wood. No enemy found. 2 snipers placed in posn in wood 0700 hrs. 
Patrol "D" coy (Cp1 Anderson and 5 men) proceed to TORPEDO wood to 
relieve snipers. Patrol meets enemy, strength 6, who are taken 
prisoner after one burst of Sten fire. Snipers have been in this 
wood all day with 6 enemy. 

 

RISCHDEN 9 Jan 1600 Bn relieved by 7 Cams. Moves on foot to NEIDERBUSCH into 157 Bde 
res. 

 

NEIDERBUSCH 12 Jan 1100 Bn relieved by 4 Dorsets of 43 Div and moves to area HULZEN. "B" 
and "S" coys in same billets as one month previously. 

 

 13 Jan 1700 CO attends Bde briefing conf for Ex "Blackcock".  
HULZEN 14 Jan 1500 CO's preliminary briefing conf for Ex "Blackcock".  
HULZEN 15 Jan - Planning for Op "Blackcock".  
HULZEN 16 Jan 1500 CO's final conf for Op "BLACKCOCK".  
HULZEN 17 Jan 1300 Bn receives orders to come under comd 7 Armd Div 131 Lorried Inf 

Bde. CO proceeds to BORN with 'O' Gp and is ordered to proceed with 
Bn on foot and tracked vehs to DEITEREN 6777. One coy to attack OUD 
ROOSTEREN. After great difficulty owing to mud and traffic 
congestion, Bn, less "D" coy and tracks arrive DEITEREN and relieve 
5 D.L.I. "D" coy capture OUD ROOSTEREN and contact 11 H. on left 
flank. Difficulty experienced in completely clearing village owing 
to darkness. Some shelling during night. 

 

DEITEREN 18 Jan 0630 "D" coy relieved by 11 H. and come into DIETEREN.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol.I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries 
will be enclosed in A.F. C.219. If this is not 
available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



1000 "B" coy placed under comd 1/5 Queens and proceed to SUSTEREN to 
attack HEIDE 6976. Attack carried out successfully. "B" coy 
consolidate HEIDE. Bn remain DIETEREN. 

DIETEREN 
 

DIETEREN 
SLEK 

19 Jan 0800 
 

1100 
1300 

 
1600 
2000 

CO and Adjt meet GOC 7 Armd Div at SUSTEREN. Ordered to move to 
SLEK 7177. 
Bn (less "B" coy) moves by march route to SLEK. 
Bn takes up positions in SLEK to cover passage of 7/9 RS and SRY. 
This col held up by fire from KLOOSTER LIBOSCH area. 
"A" coy relieve one coy 7/9 RS in KLOOSTER LIBOSCH. 
Relief of Bn by 1/5 Queens starts. Great difficulty in moving as a 
result of decision to withdraw col of 7/9 RS and SRY. Single rd 
through SLEK blocked by traffic. 

 

SLEK 
 
 

SITTARD 

20 Jan 0130 
 
 

1300 

Relief of 5 KOSB by 1/5 Queens complete. Bn (joined by "B" coy at 
1800 hrs) moves by Kangaroo to SITTARD arrives 0500 — men sleep 
till 0800. 
Bn receives orders to move off to attack WALDFEUCHT 7776. Bn moves 
in KANGAROOS via KONINGBOSCH to AAN DE POPELAAR to conc. CO issued 
orders for attack on WALDFEUCHT. Two coys up astride track from 
AANDESCHOOL to WALDFEUCHT. "A" and "C" coys up, "D" and "B" coys 
following. 'H' Hour midnight. 

 

WALDFEUCHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WALDFEUCHT 

21 Jan Mid-
night 
0100 
0300 
0430 

 
 

0530 
 
 

0630 
 

0700-
1100 

 
 

1600 
 

1630 
 

1700 
 

"A" and "C" coys cross start line, leading pls enter WALDFEUCHT 
with little opposition. All coys with Bn HQ now in WALDFEUCHT. NE 
quarter of town NOT yet cleared. "B" and "D" coys awaiting first 
light to do this. 
BN 'F' Ech and 1 Sqn 13/18 H. consolidating WALDFEUCHT fired on by 
SP guns when approaching from AANDESCHOOL. Several tanks knocked 
out. 
Enemy counter-attack develops. One Bn of Inf sp by 15 SP guns and 5 
Tiger tanks. Two Tiger tanks knocked out by two Bn six pr guns 200 
yds from Bn HQ. Range 80 yards and 110 yards respectively. 
Communications with "D" coy cease. "B" coy sections isolated by 
infiltrating enemy and tanks. Confused fighting. 
Tiger tank shells Bn HQ and RAP at intervals. "B" and "A" coy 
withdrawn to area round Bn HQ (77475) to shorten perimeter. "C" coy 
4 KOSB sent from KONINGSBOSCH to assist. No cas evacuated during 
battle so far owing to enemy interference. 
All cas evacuated in Kangaroos which brought "C" coy 4 KOSB to 
WALDFEUCHT. 
One P1 "D" coy (Lt J. Fergusson) reports Bn HQ - still no word of 
remnants of "D" coy. 
4 KOSB (less "C" coy) counter-attack WALDFEUCHT. Enemy by this time 
had retired. No opposition to 4 KOSB attack. 

 



1830 4 KOSB and 5 KOSB consolidate WALDFEUCHT. 
WALDFEUCHT 22 Jan 0900 

-1200 
Search carried out for missing personnel of "B" and "D" coys. Only 
one body found - Pte Horner of "B" coy. 

 

WALDFEUCHT 23 Jan 1300 Bn relieved by 4/5 RSF - moves by march route to BRAUNSRATH and 
relieves 6 Cams in reserve of 155 Bde. 

See Appx E Folio 5 
(Original War Diary only) 

BRAUNSRATH 25 Jan 1300 Bn moves to APHOVEN and relieves 6 HLI who move to BRAUNSRATH. Bn 
still in res 155 Bde. 

 

APHOVEN 26 Jan  Bn re-organises.  
APHOVEN 28 Jan 1100 Bn moves to BRAUNSRATH and KIRCHOVEN. 155 Bde now 3 Bns up. 

Garrison at KIRCHOVEN is 2IC, 1 Sec Carriers, 2 x 3" Mor, 4 x 6 prs
guns, "C" coy, "D" coy. Remainder of Bn in BRAUNSRATH. 

 

BRAUNSRATH 29-31 
Jan 

- Front very quiet. Bn continues to re-organise. Two drafts of 86 and
31 received by 'B' Ech now at HILLENSBURG. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
 
                                Andrew Hannay Capt for Lt. Col. 
                                Comd 5 K.O.S.B. 
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BRAUNSRATH 2 Feb 
45 

1400 Bn HQ "A" & "B" coys Carrier P1 moves to BOCKET. Fwd coys "C" & "D" 
relieved after dark in KIRCHOVEN. No enemy interference. BOCKET to 
be used as res area. Bn has op role def of BOCKET. 

See Appx 'E' Folio 1 
(Original War Diary 
only) 

BOCKET 3 Feb 
45 

 Bn reorganisation continued. Men bathed at MBU. MO starts typhus 
reinoculation and vaccination programme. 

 

 4 Feb 
45 

 Bn now under comd Maj GGM Batchelor while Lt Col Turner acts as Bde 
Comd. 

 

EYSDEN 6 Feb 1400 Bn moves by MT to EYSDEN via MAESYCK br. Great difficulty 
experienced owing to breaking up of rd surfaces. Accn in BOCKET 
taken over by U.S. Army. B Ech joins Bn at EYSDEN from HILLENSBERG. 

See Appx 'E' Folios 2 & 
3 (Original War Diary 
only) 

 7 Feb 1100 Bn moves by march route to OPGRIMBY just south of EYSDEN. Orders 
issued by Bde to rest and train in this area. 

 

OPGRIMBY 8 Feb 1800 Adv parties from 1/7 Warwicks arrive to take over area. Orders 
issued for move by MT to area HORST to take over from 1/7 Warwicks 
(3 Div) in Bde res. 

 

OPGRIMBY 9 Feb 0600 
 

1600 

Bn leaves OPGRIMBY in MT for HORST. Move extremely difficult owing 
to broken rd surfaces and mud. 
Bn arrive HORST. Op role counter attack of fwd areas on R MAAS. 

 

HORST 12 Feb 1000 
 
 

1900 

Bn move into line on R MAAS area LOTTUM relieve 6 HLI. 3 Coys fwd - 
"A" "B" & "C". Very little enemy activity. Patrolling restricted by 
flooding and swiftness of river current. 
Relief complete - Bn now part of 157 Bde. 6 HLI become part of 155 
Bde 

 

LOTTUM 13 Feb 2300 Adv parties from U.S. Army arrive to take over def posns.  
 14 Feb 0300 

1600 
 

2130 

Adv parties leave for MOLENHOEK. 
Handover to U.S. forces complete. Bn marches to HORST and embusses 
to move to MOLENHOEK. 
Bn move from HORST by MT enroute for MOLENHOEK. 

 

MOLENHOEK 15 Feb  Bn plans op VERITABLE.  
 
 

16 Feb 0500 
 
Bn moves off by MT to GENNEP and prepares for attack on wood NE of 
AFFERDEN. 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript.



MOLENHOEK 1500 
1800 

Attack of wood begins "A" & "D" coys up "B" & C" coys in res. 
Wood completely cleared. Coys consolidated on edge of wood. Heavy 
enemy mortaring and shelling. 

Near 
AFFERDEN 

18 Feb 1300 "A" "C" "D" coys withdraw from edge of wood and conc. "B" coy in 
REMPELD for 24 hrs 

 

BROEDERS 
BOSCH 

19 Feb 2230 Very heavy shelling and mortaring.  

 20)  Bn remains in res conc area. Whole bn bathed at MBU ISSUM. Planning  
 21) Feb  for crossing of A tk ditch - but cancelled.  
 22)    
 23 Feb pm Relief of 6 HLI completed. No enemy activity. See Appx E Folio 5 

(Original War Diary 
only) 

 24 Feb  Slight enemy shelling of bn area.  
 25 Feb)  Patrols along line of A tk ditch at night.  
 26 Feb)  Front very quiet.  
 
BROEDERS 
BOSCH 

27 Feb 0500 
 

1800 

"B" coy support 6 HLI attack across ditch and move fwd to hold br 
area on edge of wood. 
No opposition - relieved by "D" coy 

 

   " 28 Feb  Bn still holding line - move to take over from 1 Glas H. 
 
                                 Andrew Hannay Capt for Lt Col 
                                                   Comd 5 KOSB. 
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BROEDERS 
BOSCH 

1 Mar  
1500 

Bn still holding line. 
Bn concentrated in reserve at rear of wood prior to move to new 
area. 

 

ROTTUM 2 Mar 1500 Bn moves by MT to GOCH to relieve 1st Bn HLI north of WEEZE - moves 
thence by march route to area ROTTUM - on arrival find that 1 HLI 
have captured WEEZE and the breakthrough to the RHINE has started. 

See Appx H Folios 1 & 2 
(original War Diary 
only) 

ROTTUM 3 Mar  Bn remains in reserve area ROTTUM. Bn HQ moves to outskirts of 
WEEZE. 

 

ROTTUM 4 Mar  ) Bn still in reserve - many mines found in area and cleared.  
 5 Mar  )  
 6 Mar  )  
 
 
LULLINGEN 

7 Mar 0100 Bn move by MT to area LULLINGEN to div conc area. Arrive at 0300 
hrs. 
Bn bathed during course of day at MBU. Bn receives orders to relieve 
1/5 Welch Regt NE of ISSUM. 

See Appx H Folio 3 
(original War Diary 
only) 

WOOD NORTH 
EAST of 

) 8 Mar 
) 

1000 Bn relieves 1/5 Welch Regt (53 (W) Div) in wood NE of ISSUM with 
rear Bn HQ at BRANDSHOF. Reserve Bde. 

 

ISSUM 'DIE 
LEUCHT' 

) 9 Mar 
) 

1000 Wood 'DIE LEUCHT' swept by Bn in conjunction with 1 GLAS H. No enemy 
found in wood. Move of 'B' Echelon to area BRANDSHOF from MOLENHOEK. 
Bn still in wood. Planning for elimination of WESEL pocket by 52 (L) 
Div - Reconnaissance by CO. 

 

GINDERICH 
& GEST 

10 Mar 1000 
 

1130 
1430 

 
 

1830 

Resistance in WESEL pocket has ceased. Bn is ordered to proceed by 
march route and occupy GINDERICH. 
Bn moves by march route to area SW of MENZELEN preparatory to 
advance to GINDERICH. After occupation of MENZELEN Bn proceeds in 2 
parties - "A" & "B" (2 A tk guns 2 mortars) to occupy GEST, 
remainder of bn to GINDERICH. 
After difficulty owing to blown bridges, craters and mines, whole bn 
complete on objectives including F Echelon. 37 PW. 

 

 Night 
10/11

 
Mar 

Patrols forward to banks of R RHINE found no signs of enemy.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript.



 11 Mar  Orders regarding evacuation of civilians etc, quiet day. OP 
established in GINDERICH CHURCH tower. 

 

GINDERICH 12 Mar  
 
 

1830 

To fit in with BDE policy regarding the holding of the line, 3 coys 
are ordered to move forward to banks of RHINE. Position to be held 
by men in slits by night, by OPs by day. 
"A" coy move to WILLICHSHOF, "B" coy to QUERENHORSTHOF, "D" coy to 
RAMIENSHOF and PERRICH. 

 

 13 Mar  Little activity from the enemy - s1ight shelling of GINDERICH. 'B' 
Echelon moves and establishes itself in GINDERICH. 

 

 14 Mar)  Very quiet except for heavy shelling on night of 15th at 2200 hrs.  
 15 Mar)  Adjt wounded and evacuated. Comns severed for 3 hours. Visit of Army  
 16 Mar)  Commander.  
GINDERICH 17 Mar  Lt Col Turner relinquishes command of Bn on posting to command 1st 

KOSB. Succeeded by Lt Col G.G.M. Batchelor. Quiet day. 
 

GINDERICH 18 Mar 1400 
 
 

1600 
 

2000 
2000 

Relief of Bn by 1 GLAS H and 6 CAMS. "C" coy relieved by "C" coy 1 
GLAS H and move to take over DIVISIONAL CATTLE RANCH and TCPs north 
west of ALPON. 
Relief of Bn HQ and "S" coy, who move to reserve area SW of ALPON 
also 'B' Ech. 
Relief of "B" & "D" coys by 1 GLAS H - move to area SW of ALPON. 
Relief of "A" coy by "A" coy 6 CAMS - move to SOLWAY WORKS to watch 
shaft (under RHINE). 

See Appx H Folio 5 
(Original War Diary 
only) & Appx D No.1 

ALPON 19 Mar  Bn in reserve area - working parties required by RE. Entertainment 
(opening of DIVISIONAL concert party in ISSUM). 

 

ALPON 20 Mar  Whole Bn at MBU ISSUM. Further entertainment - Cinema and concert 
party - Conference at Bde regarding boat carrying for Op 'Plunder'. 

 

ALPON 21 Mar  Training, maintenance, entertainment - RE working parties again 
required. 

 

ALPON 22 Mar  More entertainment - quiet day.  
ALPON 23 Mar 1600 

 
 

2030 

Parties consisting of "B" "C" "D" "S" coys under Maj Jardine 
Paterson move to LUTTINGEN to carry storm boats for 15 (S) Div for 
crossing of RHINE. 
Boats launched after being towed by Lloyd Carriers to the bank. No 
casualties - operation completely successful. 

See Appx E Folio 1 
(Original War Diary 
only) 

ALPON 24 Mar 0500 
1000 

All personnel return to ALPON. 
Gliders and troop carrying aircraft pass overhead on their way to 
drop 6th Airborne Division and American Airborne troops far side of 
RHINE. Viewed from tower at 'B' Echelon by GENERAL EISENHOWER. Bn at 
3 hours notice to move and come under command of 15 (S) Division on 
far side of river. 

 

ALPON 25 Mar 1030 Bn comes under command of 15 (S) Div. All 157 Bde ordered to move to  



 
 
 
ALPON 
 
 
BISLICH 
Moving to 
HAMMINKELN 

 
 

1200 
1400 

 
 

1600 
 

2200 

far bank of river as soon as possible. CO leaves with Coy Commanders 
to receive orders at XANTEN. 
Recce parties leave in coy carriers. 
Bn move by TCVs to XANTEN taking 'F' Ech (on a jeep and trailer and 
carrier basis) and thence by march route to the river bank at 
LUTTINGEN. 
Bn crosses R. RHINE, marching personnel by storm boats, vehicles by 
LVTs - Bn go to lie up area NW of BISLICH. 
Bn move by march route through DORDECHER WALD to HAMMINKELN to 
relieve 10 Devons (6 Airlanding Bde). 

HAMMINKELN 
 
 
 
HAMMINKELN 
 
 
Moving to 
RINGENBERG 

26 Mar 0600 
 
 

1400 
1800 

 
1815 

 
1825 

 
 

2000 
 

Relief of 10 Devons complete. "B" coy under comd 7 Cams - sent out 
patrol to see if area of woods N of HAMMINKELN is clear of snipers. 
Patrol fired on - 4 casualties. 
Bn receives orders to attack RINGENBERG. "C" coy 5 HLI under command 
Bn moves up to start line (road crossing River ISSEL SE of 
HAMMINKELN). 
H Hour - "D" (right) and "A" (left) cross start line - very 
effective barrage. 
"C" (right) and "C" 5 HLI (left) followed by Bn HQ cross start line. 
Very little opposition except for slight mortaring on entering town 
- 3 casualties. Town captured and 87 PW. 
Consolidation completed - move of 'F' Ech into town (incl 1 tp SP 17 
prs). Coys dig in. Very quiet night. 

 

RINGENBERG 
 
 
 
BRUNEN 

27 Mar 1045 
 

1130 
1400 
1600 

 
1700 

Visit of General Ritchie. Slight shelling and mortaring. Tanks of 
SCOTS GREYS pass through. 
Bn ordered to move to BRUNEN after relief. 
Bn relieved by 5 RWF (53(W) Div) moves to BRUNEN. 
Bn moving by march route arrives BRUNEN. Heavily stonked on entry to 
town - 2 casualties. 
More shelling - Bn established including 'F' Echelon. 157 Bde come 
under comd 7 Armd Div. Quiet night. 

 

BRUNEN 28 Mar  Bn still under command 7 Armd Div. Very quiet. German crack up 
begins. 

 

 29 Mar  Many armoured columns pass through. Bn is joined by 'A' Echelon. 
About 30 PW. 

 

BRUNEN 
 
Moving to 
GEMEN 
 
GEMEN 

30 Mar 0430 
 

0800 
 
 

1000 

Bn 'B' Ech arrives BRUNEN. Non-essential stores left far side of 
RHINE at KAISERHOF with small holding party. 
Bn moves by TCVs and 'A' and 'B' Echelons to GEMEN via RAESFELD and 
BORKEN to relieve 1/5 Queens. Wood clearing by Carrier Pl N of 
GEMEN. 28 PW. 
Relief complete. Quiet day. Reorganisation of tpt and LOBs and issue 
of canteen supplies. 

 



GEMEN 31 Mar  
 

1545 
 

1800 

LOBs move back to Bde area at HAMMINKELN in order to make 'B' Ech 
mobile. All bn Echelons now completely mobile. Bn at notice to move. 
Bn move by MT to STADTLOHN via WESEKE and SUDLOHN to relieve 9 DLI, 
taking all echelons. 
Bn complete new location. No enemy activity. 
 
                                                    MAR Herries 
                                                    Capt & Adjt 
                                                     5 K.O.S.B. 
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STATDTLOHN 1 Apr  
 

1800 

Bn in STADTLOHN having relieve 9 DLI - Church Service - Bn bathed 
at MBU. 
Bn receives orders to move forward. 

 

 
 

NEUENKIRCHEN
 
 
 
 
 

RHEINE 
 
 

RHEINE 
 
 
 

RHEINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Apr 0130 
 

0600 
0900 
1045 
1200 

 
 

1445 
 
 

1445 
 
 

1800 
2000 

 
2100 

 
 
 

2200 

Bn moves in TCVs to NEUENKIRCHEN taking 'F' and 'A' Echelons - 'B' 
Echelon comes under Bde Admin Area. 
Bn arrives NEUENKIRCHEN and awaits further orders. 
Bn ordered to relieve 9 DLI in area NE of NEUENKIRCHEN - 
Relief complete. 
Bn ordered to capture RHEINE (west of EMS) and to mop up any 
opposition not already cleared by tank patrols who entered town on 
1 Apr at dusk. 
Bn, having moved by march route, clear the town of RHEINE (west of 
R EMS) - "D" right, "C" left, followed by "A" right and Carriers 
left - 
Attack proceeds successfully - only trouble from snipers on far 
bank of River EMS. SP 17 prs (in support) used to deal with houses 
in which snipers are located. 
Bn established in RHEINE (very slight shelling and fire from FLAK 
gun on far side of river) - "C" & "D" coys support crossing of 
River EMS by 7 Cameronians. 
"A" & "D" coys and Carriers are withdrawn leaving "C" coy on river 
bank - "A" "D" and Carriers take up positions (see Appendix 'A') to 
deal with any counter attack from the North. "B" remain in wood SE 
of town. 
3 bombs dropped by Jet plane - slight shelling on and off for 3 
hours - no casualties. Move of 'B' Ech during day to NEUENKIRCHEN. 

 

RHEINE 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Apr 0100 
 

1430 
 
 

1600 

Bn consolidated in new position - No enemy activity during the 
night - 7 Cameronians clear up Eastern end of RHEINE. 
Patrol from "C" coy sent out to area north west of town, N of 
airfield - 30 Italian prisoners and some mines found on road - 
otherwise no enemy. 
7 Cams prepare to move up to form Bridgehead over DORTMUND-EMS 

 

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol.I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries 
will be enclosed in A.F. C.219. If this is not 
available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



 
 
 

RHEINE 
 

 
 

1800 
 
 
 

2000 

CANAL East of town. "B" and "C" coys and Carrier Pl ordered to 
cross river and take over from them. 
Bridge over R. EMS complete (CLASS 24) - "B" and "C" established in 
Eastern part of RHEINE with Carrier P1 and 2 6 pr A tk guns (3 17 
prs in support) with their 'F' and 'A' Echelons. 
During day 157 Bde revert to command of 52 (L) Div 
7 Cams attack starts - Quiet night on Bn front - no reports of 
enemy activity at all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRAUTE 

4 Apr 0500 
 
 

0600 
 

1700 
 
 

2000 
 

2220 
 

2240 
 

2350 

Bridge over R. EMS complete to class 40 - bridgehead proceeding 
satisfactorily over canal - 5 HLI and 1 GLAS H in RHEINE also Bde 
HQ. 
No enemy activity in town near Bn area - Bn of RWF pass through to 
hold ground N of airfield. (NW of town). 
Bn ordered to go to assistance of 7 Cams and to block approaches to 
RHEINE and road from Bridge over DORTMUND EMS CANAL from N - and to 
move forward towards large wood STADTFORST RHEINE. 
Bn move in TCVs followed by 'F' Echelon to area GRAUTE. 'O' Gp 
proceeding in advance. 
After orders "A" left and "D" right cross start line to occupy 
areas forward of 7 Cams - between canal and River EMS. 
"C" coy cross start line to occupy reserve coy area HOPSTER. No 
enemy encountered, but slight shelling. 
A11 positions occupied except "D" coy who are having trouble with 
sniping from far side of canal. 

 

HOPSTER 5 Apr 0015 
0030 

 
 

0730 
1000 

 
1900 

Bn HQ move to area HOPSTER. 
"D" coy in position - 'F' Echelon moves up and all A tk guns in 
position. Intermittent shelling and sniping throughout the night. 
"B" coy remain in former area, also 'A' Ech (W of RHEINE). 
"C" coy move off and come under comd 5 HLI. 
Mortaring and sniping intermittently, otherwise quiet. Bn receives 
warning orders to go "swanning" and to come under comd 4 Armd 
"D" and "A" coys move back slightly to concentrate bn. Kangaroos 
and TCVs arrive. 

 

HOPSTER 
 
 
 

Move to 
SOUTH of 
SPELLEN. 

SE and S of 
SPELLEN 

6 Apr 1000 
1200 
1400 
1600 

 
1730 
1930 
2000 

 

Recce parties arrive from 5th WELCH to take over. 
"C" coy return from 5 HLI and take over area by bridge over canal. 
Bn relieved by 5 WELCH. 
Bn ordered to move with 1 sqn in support from 44 RTR to capture and 
consolidate area SOUTH of SPELLEN. 
Bn move in Kangaroos taking 'F' Ech and "C" and "D" coys in TCVs. 
Bn attack from DRIERWALDE up 2 axis. 
North "B" coy with 1 tp in support. South "A" and "D" coys with 
remainder and "C" and Bn HQ following up. Bn take objectives. 

 



2330 
2400 

Mortaring and MG fire from far bank of ditch S of SPELLEN. 
Bn established. Reserve coy in position. Still sniping and 
shelling. STONK on enemy. 

 
 
 
 

DRIERWALDE 

7 Apr 1400 
 

1500 
 

1730 

Bn relieved by 1/5 RWF. 1 pl of "B" coy (pinned by fire) remain 
till dark. 
"C" and "D" coys move in Kangaroos to occupy area N of DRIERWALDE 
also Carrier Pl. 
Remainder of Bn follow and go to concentration area DRIERWALDE 
(less "A" coy, who go to hold position N of "D" coy). Quiet night - 
'A' Ech join Bn. 

 

 
 

DRIERWALDE 
to 

WEEZE 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLTLAGE 
 
 
 
 

VOLTLAGE 

8 Apr 0600 
 
 
 

0930 
1100 

 
1530 
1600 

 
1630 

 
 
 

1715 
 
 

1845 
1930 

(a) "C" and "D" coys move in Kangaroos under comd 3/4 CLY to seize 
WEEZE. 
(b) Remainder of Bn Gp, followed by 'A' Ech, move to area WEEZE 
(marching personnel in TCVs). 
Bn established in WEEZE - no opposition - slight shelling - 30 PW. 
Leading tanks held up at Bridge over burn north of WEEZE - 2 pls 
"C" coy move to their assistance - more shelling. 
Bn and CLY ordered to attack VOLTLAGE. 
Phase I "C" coy capture high ground beyond bridge in face of very 
heavy opposition. About 30 casualties. 
Phase II "D" coy in Kangaroos with 1 sqn in support pass through 
"C" coy. Debus on outskirts of village. "D" coy make slow advance 
through village against fanatical resistance. Much trouble from 
snipers. 
"B" coy with Kangaroos and 1 sqn in support debus in "D" coy area 
and clear rest of village. Whole village burning. Mortaring and 
shelling. 
Whole village in our hands. About 100 PW. Many enemy killed. 
"A" coy move up for consolidation followed by Bn HQ, "C" coy and 
'F' Echelon. Quiet night - slight mortaring and shelling. 

 

WEEZE 
 
 
 
 

NEUENKIRCHEN
 
 

UFFELN 
LINTERN 

9 Apr 0800 
1300 

 
1900 

 
2030 
2115 

 
2300 
2359 

Bn relieved by 6 Cams - return to WEEZE. 
Bn move to concentration area in woods S of WEEZE with CLY - whole 
Bn now in Kangaroos. 
Bn and CLY move to area S of NEUENKIRCHEN - ordered to attack 
UFFELN. 
"B" coy with 1 sqn capture LINTERN. 
"D" coy pass through them with 1 sqn and clear woods astride road 
SW of UFFELN. 
"A" and "C" coy capture UFFELN - no opposition - very few PW. 
Bn HQ move to area LINTERN. 

 

 
UFFELN 

10 Apr 0530 
1000 

Bn revert to comd of 157 Bde. 
"B" coy move to capture BALKUM - no opposition. 

 



UFFELN 
BALKUM 

1230 Bn consolidates, "A" and "C" coys area UFFELN, "B" and "D" coys and 
Bn HQ area BALKUM - many civilians rounded up. Carrier P1 patrols. 
Quiet day and night. 5 HLI pass through. 

BALKUM 
 
 

BERSENBRUCK 

11 Apr 1200 
 

1400 
1700 

 
2100 

Bn relieved by 1 GLAS H. Ordered to form strong bridgehead across 
River HAASE E of BERSENBRUCK. 
Bn move in TCVs with 'F' and 'A' Echelons to area BERSENBRUCK. 
Bn moves by march route across weir to occupy BRIDGEHEAD - followed 
by 'F' Echelon. 'B' Echelon move to area ALFHAUSEN. 
Bn receives orders to move in TCVs to new area E of DIEPHOLZ. Quiet 
night. 

 

 
HEEK 

12 Apr 0600 
0900 
1400 
1500 

Orders cancelled. Bn to move to HEEK and rest. 
Bn moves to HEEK in TCVs with 'F' and 'A' Echelons. 
Bn receives orders to move to E of DIEPHOLZ. 
Bn passes SP in BERSENBRUCK (in TCVs) and proceeds via HOLDORF, 
STEINFELD, DIEPHOLZ, BASSUM, NEUBRUCHHAUSEN to harbour area SW of 
VILSEN. 

 

VILSEN 13 Apr 0300 
 

1700 

'B' Echelon moves as well. 157 Bde ordered to hold line of RIVER 
WESER SE of BREMEN. 
Bn move to reserve concentration area in MARTFELD - quiet night. 

 

MARTFELD 
 

EMTINGHAUSEN

14 Apr 
 
 
 
 

15 Apr 

1100 
 
 
 

0430 

Bn move to take over line from 3 Div RECCE - 3 coys up - Right "A" 
area MORSUM, centre "B" area THEDINGHAUSEN, left "D" area RHIEDE - 
Reserve "C" area EMTINGEMSEN with Bn HQ - 2 A tk guns (6 prs) and 2 
3" Mortars to each forward coy. Three 17 prs in reserve coy area. 
Quiet night apart from enemy patrol who Bazooked 1 Lloyd carrier 
and 1 MC area THEDINGHAUSEN. Quiet day apart from 40 shells in "D" 
coy area at 1100 hrs - 1 DR disappeared between "A" and "B" coy at 
1230. After investigation by Carrier patrol - reported PW. 

 

EMTINGHAUSEN
 
 
 
 
EMTINGHAUSEN
 
 
 
DONNNERSTEDT

16 Apr  
1100 

 
1500 
1600 

 
 

1900 
 

2030 

Quiet night - 5 HLI patrols on Bn front - no enemy activity. 
Sweep of area N of fwd positions by "C" coy and Carriers and 1 tp 
of Recce. 
"C" coy established at DIBBERSEN. 
Owing to move NW by 53 (W) Div from Bridgehead over R ALLER the 
front is reduced - consequently "A" coy are relieved by coy of 7 
Cams. 
"A" coy return to reserve area DONNERSTEDT. Bn HQ move to 
DONNERSTEDT leaving "A" Echelon at EMTINGHAUSEN.  
Bn established in new area - line through to coys - all quiet on 
front. 

 

 17 Apr  Quiet day. No enemy activity in area.  
 
RIETHAUSEN 

18 Apr 0300 
 

1600 

Bn relieved by scratch force of AA, A tk, Recce, etc., and move to 
conc area at RIETHAUSEN, taking 'A' Echelon. 
Bn move by MT to VERDEN (conc area) spending night there, crossing 

 



Rivers WESER and ALLER on the way. 
VERDEN 

 
 
 
 
 

VERDEN 
HOLTEBUTEL 

 

19 Apr 0830 
 

1045 
 
 

1600 
 
 
 

1800 
 

1900 

Bn move off to advance up road N of VERDEN to VOLKESEN - "A" coy 
leading. 
Shelling and mortaring - "A" coy held up by heavy SPANDAU fire from 
area HOLTEBUTEL - (enemy estimated 2 coys) - trying to push 
forward, but without avail. 
Bn attack on HOLTEBUTEL with smoke screen by 3" Mortars and 
previous plastering of village by Arty and 17 prs SP. Two coys up - 
Right "B", left "C" with "D" coy in reserve - Carriers protect 
right flank. 
Attack successful - coys consolidating - but great trouble from 
mortaring and snipers. Bn HQ, "D" and "A" move to HOLTEBUTEL. 
About 150 enemy digging in in woods to North - suspected counter 
attack - Area heavily stonked. Fairly quiet night except for slight 
shelling. 

 

 
DAHLBRUGGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLKESEN 

20 Apr 0500 
0600 

 
0830 
0945 

 
1015 
1100 

 
 

1730 

Enemy reported by patrol to have withdrawn from woods in North. 
Carrier P1 move forward and seize DAHLBRUGGE (followed by "A" and 
"D" coys). About 10 PW. No opposition. 
Carriers move into VOLKESEN - only very slight opposition - 80 PW. 
"D" coy move up for consolidation - on relief in DAHLBRUGGE by "C" 
coy. 
1 Sqn 44 RTR now in support - 1 tp move up to VOLKESEN. 
"A" coy on relief by "B" coy in DAHLBRUGGE move up to VOLKESEN - Bn 
HQ DAHLBRUGGE. Offensive patrolling by Carrier P1 during the day. 
Much enemy mortaring and shelling. 
Remainder of Bn move to VOLKESEN and hold town for the night - 1 
Sqn 44 RTR remain in sp, also 1 tp of 17 prs SP. 

 

VOLKESEN 21 Apr  
 

1930 

Shelling and mortaring intermittently - otherwise quiet throughout 
day. 
Bn relieved by 4 DORSETS (43 Div) and move to DAHLBRUGGE, where 
they embus and then move to wood North of DAVERDEN. 
Bn holding flank of DIV axis in wood. 

 

Wood North 
of DAVERDEN 

 
EMBSEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

22 Apr 0900 
1800 
1845 
1850 
1855 
1930 

 
2030 
2145 

 

Bn relieved by 2 KRRC move to concentration area in BADEN. 
Bn attacks EMBSEN with start line rly between ACHIM and BADEN - 
"B" (left) "D" (right) cross start line - 
"C" coy follow. "A" Sqn 44 RTR shoot coys into EMBSEN. 
Bn HQ and "A" coy follow, to area BORSTEL. 
Objective secured with no opposition - approximately 30 PW - Heavy 
arty airburst and mortar fire on village. 
Bn consolidated with 'F' Echelon in EMBSEN. 
Bn ordered to advance on and capture OYTEN cutting the AUTOBAHN (NE 
of BREMEN) 

 



EMBSEN 2145 
2300 
2330 

"D" coy 7 Cams under comd. 
Bn relieved by 7 Cams in EMBSEN. 
"B" coy with one tp of tanks move to code word "PEAR". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North of 
EMBSEN 
South of 
OYTEN 

 
 
 

North of 
EMBSEN 
South of 
OYTEN 
OYTEN 

23 Apr 0030 
 
 

0100 
0300 

 
0430 
0500 
0600 

 
0800 
1215 

 
1230 

 
1400 

 
1600 

 
1615 
1645 
1730 
1800 

 
2000 

 
 

2130 
2145 

"D" coy with one tp of tanks move to code word "PEACH" and cut 
AUTOBAHN after stonking area rd junc N of there - where they were 
held up by MG and Bazooka fire - Prisoners start coming in. 
Bn HQ move through to "PLUM" with "C" coy and "A" Sqn HQ. 
"A" and "D" coy (7 Cams) move to area "PEAR" with rear Bn HQ and 1 
tp of tanks. 
"A" coy move out to area on high ground W of "D" coy (7 Cams) - 
"B" coy pass through to code word "APPLE". 
Bn consolidating with "D" and "B" north of Autobahn - Remainder 
south. 
Heavy mortaring and shelling all day on bn area. 
"B" and "D" coys start to clear OYTEN south of main East to West 
road. 
"C" coy move off to clear area North of road and also secure high 
ground Pt 26.9 
Much trouble from enemy infiltration and spandaus, especially from 
26.9 
Area frequently stonked by Artillery causes enemy to leave some of 
the 88's, but still infiltration and shelling. 
"A" coy relieved by "A" coy 7 Cams move to area OYTEN followed by 
"B" coy who are relieved by "B" coy 7 Cams. 
"S" coy move to OYTEN. 
"D" coy having difficulty with enemy at cross roads in NE corner of 
village. 
"C" coy storm 26.9 and finally capture it after a stonk, 
overrunning 8 88 mm guns and 14 20 mm (4 barrels) (Total guns 
overrun in day 10 88s 20 20 mm Pompoms) 
"D" coy on objective and consolidated. 
Bn HQ and 'F' Echelon move to OYTEN and consolidation is completed. 
(1 tp of tanks with "A" "B" & "D" coys). 

 

OYTEN 
 
 

OYTEN 

24 Apr  
 
 

2200 

Quiet night - except for slight shelling of bn area. Quiet day. 
Carrier Pl take over Pt 26.9 from "C" coy and search area - 
Prisoners taken in two days - 6 offrs and 320 ORs (approx). 
Bn relieved by 5 DORSETS (43 DIV). 

 

 
ACHIM 

25 Apr 0230 Relief complete - Bn moves to reserve area ACHIM. 
Bn in reserve ACHIM. Planning for capture of BREMEN. 

 

ACHIM 
 

BREMEN 

26 Apr 
 
 

0630 
 

0830 

Bn move off in MT to an assembly area in the eastern outskirts of 
BREMEN for attack on centre of BREMEN taking 'F' Ech. 
Bn meet "A" Sqn 44 RTR, ½ Sqn crocodiles, in assembly area. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Capture 
Of 

'MARROW' 
 
 
 
 

BREMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BREMEN 

 
 
 
 
PHA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PHAS 

0930 
 

1200 
 

SE I 
 
 
 
1300 

 
1315 
E II 
1445 

Bn move off by march route to FUP just East of main rly station in 
OLD TOWN with Tanks. 
Bn, after half an hours artillery programme on their objective, 
cross start line on left of 5 HLI. 
Left "B" coy   - Objective - Peninsula S of EUROPA HAVEN 
Centre "A" coy - Objective - Dock Area N of EUROPA HAVEN 
Right "D" coy  - Objective - Town area to the North of "A" coy 
"C" coy in reserve with Bn HQ near Railway Station. 
All coys consolidated on objectives - no opposition - "B" coy 
capture 50 PW, Manager of Atlas Shipbuilding Works and 1 Submarine. 
Arty Programme cancelled owing to lack of opposition 
Coys start to feel fwd to final objectives. 
Fina1 objectives consolidated - "C" Coy and Bn HQ move up to area 
just NORTH of main Rly Stn. 
During these phases, the Bn captured the following :- 
    (a) 3 officers and 212 ORs (mi1itary) 
    (b) A full colonel in command of NORTH BREMEN. 
    (c) 130 Nazi Fireguards. 
    (d) Innumerable Policemen. 
    (e) One Submarine. 
    (f) The deserted Japanese Embassy. 
    (g) The ATLAS SHIPBUILDING WORKS. 
No casualties (except 2 very slight) incurred during the day. 
Bn remain in the 1ocation for the night with 'A' Sqn 44 RTR. 'A' 
Echelon join the Bn. 

 
 
 
 

Capture of 
KALE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BREMEN 
 
 

27 Apr 0800 
 

0845 
 

1000 
 

1020 
 
 

1100 
 

1130 
 

1150 
1215 

 
1230 

Bn relieved, "A" and "D" Coys by 5 HLI, remainder by 6 HLI. 
Bn ordered to capture DOCK area on WEST of BREMEN. 
Bn leave by march route to capture dock area passing through 7 CAMS 
with "A" Sqn, 44 RTR still under command. 
"D" Coy secure triangular area of dockyard just forward of START 
LINE - Code word 'PANSY' 
"C" Coy cross Start Line with 1 tp of tks, 1 wasp, and secure 
peninsula of docks. Code word 'ORCHID'. 
No opposition - (Bn HQ established on level crossing at START LINE) 
"A" Coy and one tp of tks, 1 wasp and secure peninsula of docks - 
Code word 'ROSE'. No opposition. 
"B" Coy with 2 secs of Carriers secure Dock Peninsula. Code word 
'TULIP'. No opposition.  
"C" Coy move on and secure Dock peninsula. Code word 'DAISY' 
"A" Coy move on and secure peninsula and oil refinery. Code word 
'DAFFODIL' 
Carrier Pl secure large peninsula beside River. Code word 'LILLY' 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BREMEN 
 

 
 

1500 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2100 

"B" Coy move up and consolidate 'LILLY'. All Bn objectives secure - 
KALE clear. 
Bn finally consolidates as follows :- 
 "A" Coy - Oil refinery area 'DAFFODIL' with Carrier P1. 1 Pl MMGS, 
    2 3" Mortars, 2 A Tk guns. 
 "B" Coy - Peninsula 'LILLY' with Carrier Pl. 1 P1 MMGs, 2 3" Mors, 
    2 A Tk guns.                                (cement works) 
 "C" Coy - Dock Peninsula 'TULIP' 
 "D" Coy - Peninsula 'ORCHID' 
 "S" Coy - (2 A Tk guns, 2 Mortars, Pioneers) - 'TULIP' 
 Bn HQ - Peninsula 'TULIP' 
During this phase the Bn captured :- 
   (a) All the oil refineries and dock installations. 
   (b) 3 officers and 200 ORs. 
   (c) Innumerable policemen. 
   (d) a destroyer (almost complete but not launched). 
   (e) The Junkers factory with much valuable aircraft equipment. 
   (f) 2 uncompleted submarines. 
No casualties once again. 1 bty LAA came under comd; 1 tp of SP 17 
pr for Anti submarine role on River bank. "A" Echelon now move up. 
BBC News announces that KOSBs marched the last prisoners out of the 
dock area of BREMEN this afternoon. 

Bremen. 28 Apr  
 

1000 

Quiet night. All Bn bathed during day at MBU. Divisional 
Entertainments Centre opens near Cathedral. 
"D" Coy relieved by "D" Coy 5 HLI and move to consolidate area 
NORTH of rly on fwd edge N.W. of village. "B" Echelon arrive in Bn 
area. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

BREMEN. 

29 Apr 
 
 
 
 

30 Apr 

 
1515 

 
 

1700 
0300 

Quiet night except for slight shelling in "D" and "A" Coy area. 
Visit of GOC 52 (L) Division. Speaks to whole Bn in "A" Coy area - 
great praise from Corps Comd and General on capture of BREMEN. 
Pipers play. 
Patrol programme starts again; no enemy activity. Slight shelling 
of "D" Coy area. 
Quiet day - more patrols out - very wet - no enemy activity. 
(A) No. of prisoners taken from 25 Mar to 30 Apr 45 (from time Bn 
crossed the RHINE) 16 Officers and 1250 O.Rs. 
(B) No. of casualties incurred by this Bn in same period. 13 
Officers and 127 O.Rs. (includes 1 and 36 killed) 
 
                                   (Sgd) GGM Batchelor Lt. Col. 
                                         Comd 5/K.O.S.B. 
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BREMEN 1 May  Quiet day in bn area - usual patrols  
 2 May 1800 "C" coy with under command 1 sec carriers relieve "D" coy in right 

hand forward coy location. 
 

 3 May 1830 Quiet day - slight shelling by 105 mm.  
 4 May  ALL GERMAN ARMIES IN NW GERMANY, HOLLAND, DENMARK, surrender 

UNCONDITIONALLY to 21 ARMY GROUP. (BBC announcement). 
 

 5 May  
 
 
 
 

1800 

1. 70 prisoners come in during day. 
2. Patrol consisting of 1 offr and 10 men + 22 set go out to take 
over PW camp near VEGESACK - 60 British PWs (Arnhem captives) in 
camp provided with food, etc. 
3. Short thanksgiving service at each coy in morning. 
"C" coy relieved by "D" coy in fwd area. 

 

 6 May  
1330 

Sunday. Normal Church Services. 
Patro1 return bringing the 60 ex PW with them. 154 German PW taken. 

 

 
BREMEN 

7 May  Orders to carry out Phase I of operation 'ECLIPSE'. 
Elimination of Corps 'EMS' by 52 (L) Div. Total PW taken by Bn on 
Op. 'BREMEN' 6 and 709. Total since RHINE crossing 16 offrs and 
1461 ORs. 

 

 8 May 0800 Bn move to area between BREMEN and BREMERHAVEN to disarm German Tps 
(mainly DIVISIONS GILBERT & 408). Bn disposed in following areas:- 
   Bn HQ  WUHLSBUTTEL    "A" & *D" coys  UTTLEDE    "B" coy  HEINE 
   "C" coy  NEUNHAUSEN   "S" coy  GARLSTEDT 

See Appx E Folios 1 & 2 
(Original War Diary 
only) and Appx D No.1 

WUHLSBUTTEL 9 May  Carrier patrol search area HAGEN and SANDSTEDT. Arms dump formed at 
Bn HQ with recording staff consisting of IO and Pioneer Sjt. 

 

 10 May  "C" coy move to HAGEN and take over large GERMAN ARMS DUMP.  
 11 May  Stocktaking at HAGEN dump of amn and further clearing up in Bn area 

of all arms, DPs, etc., continues. 
 

 12 May  Removal of Bn dumps from WUHLSBUTTEL and HAGEN begins with German 
labour. 

 

WUHLSBUTTEL 13 May 1000 Church Services. Removal of amn dumps continues.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript. 



 14 May  Removal of amn dumps continues.  
 15 May  Removal of amn completed.  

WUHLSBUTTEL 16 May  Bn vehicle inspections completed.  
 17 May 1630 Americans move into area and Bn move to concentration area BASSUM 

by MT, crossing R. WESER in BREMEN. 
See Appx E Folio 3 
(Original War Diary 

BASSUM 18 May  Coys as follows in new location:- 
Bn HQ and "HQ" coy - BASSUM      "A" coy - ESCHENHAUSEN 
"B", "C", and "D" coys - ALBRINGHAUSEN        "S" coy BASSUM 

only) 

 19 May 
 
to 

 Bn parades - RSM's and Adjt's. Recreation. Leave commences for 
members of Bn who came over in October. Cinema shows. ENSA 
concerts. Baths. VE holiday. Boating on R. WESER. Bn Concert Party. 

 
See Appx E Folio 4 
(Original War Diary 

 25 May 1000 Tracked vehicles leave BASSUM. only) 
 26 May 0800 Bn leave BASSUM by MT to move to new area near R. ELBE, via 

NIENBURG, NEUSTADT, and the REICHSAUTOBAHN from HANOVER to 
MAGDEBURG, thence North through STENDAL to area OSTERBURG 
preparatory to take over from AMERICAN 407 Regt. 

See Appx E Folio 5 & 6 
(Original War Diary 
only) & Appx D No.2 

OSTERBURG 27 May  
 
 
 

1430 
1800 

Bn disposed in 'OP ECLIPSE' area as follows:-  
Bn HQ and "HQ" coy - OSTERBURG      "S" coy - OSTERBURG 
"A" coy - ROSSAU    "B" coy - HINDENBURG    "C" coy - OSTERBURG 
"D" coy - WERBEN. 
Church parade for "HQ", "S", and "C" coys in OSTERBURG. 
Commitments taken over from Americans. 

 

 28 & 
29 May 

 Americans move out. Bn HQ and "HQ" coy move to SCHLOSS at KRUMKE.  

OSTERBURG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OSTERBURG 
(KRUMKE) 

30 & 
31 May 

 Commitments in area:-  
"A" coy - Guarding PW cage at ROSSAU (5,600 German PW). 
"B" coy - Guarding ferry crossings of R. ELBE to see no one crosses 
          International Boundary between Russian and British zone 
          of occupation in HINDENBURG AREA. 
"C" coy - Local guards in OSTERBURG and swimming pool. 
"D" coy - Guarding ferry crossings of R. ELBE in WERBEN area, also 
          barges on river containing arms, coal, and rye. and 
          'GEORGE' (automatic pilot) 
"S" coy - (1) Guards on two hospitals and a canning factory in 
          OSTERBURG. 
          (2) Guard on Telephone Booster at KLEINAU (supplied by 
          Carrier P1) 

 

 31 May  Guard Mounting Competition:- 
  1st "D" coy,   2nd "B" coy,  3rd "C" coy. 
 
 

 



                            GGM Batchelor Lt. Col. 
                                          Comd 5th Bn The K.O.S.B. 
 

 


