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1st MAY - MILESTONE
16 near ZIAING -
PYAWBWE

- .571 - PYAWBWE

After a very quiet but rainy night which the Bn spent with no cover
at all. The CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) verbally gave out orders
that the Bn plus all sub units under command ie tanks, RA, RE, VCP
(RAF Visual Control Post) & MMGs would advance up the main road &
take the village of PYAWBWE (869325 - 1/25,000 SINGAUNG No4). One
troop of guns would remain in previous position with HQ Coy, Admin
Coy, B Echelon & 1 Pl MMG to protect them, & to hold the area of
the high ground & water (9536 - 1/25,000 No3). At 0700 hrs the Bn
less the above elements move out with C Coy as advance guard
troops, followed by 1 troop of tanks, A Coy & Tac HQ, Bn HQ, D Coy
& Sappers. The advance had been preceded by B Coy who left our
present area at 0300 hrs & who had orders to open the road &
establish themselves at .571 (893322 - 1/25,000 No3). At 0715 hrs
word was received that B Coy had surprised a small party of Japs
having breakfast, who had run away at MS 20%, & that B Coy was
established at MS 20 (905343 - 1/25,000 No4). Patrols from B Coy
had heard MT coming from the NORTH on the track that joined the
main road at (901344 - 1/25,000 No3). They were investigating. By
0815 hrs the leading elements - C Coy had contacted B Coy & the
Column started passing through B Coy on its advance to PYAWBWE. Due
to the fact that the ground was undulating, & visibility extremely
bad, the tanks could not be deployed & consequently the advance was
slow since the tanks were road bound. The advance continued slowly,
& by 1000 hrs we had reached point 571 without meeting any
opposition. The CO decided to hold this dominating high ground &
left A Coy under command of Major Chisholm MC to hold this area. B
Coy was ordered up from MS 20 to join the Bn & to be In reserve on
catching us up.

All went well until Milestone 23 (878324 - 1/25,000 - No4) when C
Coy deployed right & left of the road & with a platoon covering the
tanks on the road, arrived at this place. A 75mm Japanese gun
opened up at point blank range - 50 yards to be exact & knocked out
1 tank immediately, killing 1 man & wounding another of the tanks
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-571 - PYAWBWE

crew. Over & above all this hell seemed to be let loose & for a few
minutes nobody quite knew what was going on. Another tank engaged
this 75mm gun & eliminated it, but no sooner was this done than a
105mm gun opened up on us. Tac HQ with the Commanding Officer (Lt
Colonel HRR Conder OBE) was up in the midst of all this & the CO
ordered C Coy to push on. During this battle the wounded tank
Commander was unable to get out of his tank since he had his leg
shattered, so Lieut Thomas & Pte Leigh of C Company, under
extremely heavy fire & regardless of their own personal safety
dashed across to the tank & brought the wounded man back to what
cover was available. A fine job of work indeed & an excellent
example to all under his command. - C Coy by this time had pushed
on but were meeting stiff opposition & having a good battle. Lieut
Hannah & Pte McEwan were both wounded at this stage. The Battle was
dragging on with C Coy so the CO ordered Major Turnbull to take D
Company round by the right flank & to come in from the track
running from the NORTH to SOUTH & so onto the village itself. D Coy
did this & had covering fire put down on the village to eliminate
Japs who were also holding up C Coy. By 1445 hrs D Coy contacted C
Coy, & then the CO pushed B Coy under Major Courtenay-Hood through
C & D Coys to mop up the village itself. This was done successfully
but the battle started up in C Coys area in the SOUTH of the
village, during which action No 3193805 L/Cpl W Ferguson and No
14350349 Pte J McGuire were Kkilled outright. Captain Ferguson was
given a target from C Coy, & using his 3" Mortars as a Battery
played havoc with some Japs in the valley. - The Jap started
withdrawing & by 1700 hrs all was quiet except for the occasional
bangs made by the troops mopping up. At 1715 hrs the Japs started
shelling the area of the road near MS 23, but was off his mark, &
as our transport was well dispersed, he caused no damage. Our
artillery engaged this gun & it was thought to have been destroyed.
A 25 arty OP later reported gun damaged. Another gun was later
reported at the WEST side of the village being drawn away by
horses. This was engaged & destroyed, including horses & limber &
crew. PYAWBWE (869325 - 25,000 No4) now cleared wasn"t tactically
good to hold since it was overlooked by high ground all round, so
the CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) ordered the Bn & troops under
command less Dog Coy who were to stay in the village back to .571
for the night. The Bn 2/1/C (Major Rose) went back & laid out the
Bn area & by 1800 hrs digging & wiring was in full swing. We lost
one Lee tank, had 3 killed & 3 wounded, against a bag of 1 - 105mm
gun, 2 horses, 1 limber, 1 - 75mm gun, possibly another 105mm out
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2nd MAY - .571 - PYAWBWE

3rd MAY - .571 - PYAWBWE

- SAINGAUNG - MINBU

of action & an estimated total of 51 Jap bodies. The Brigadier (WA
Crowther DSO) visited us, & expressed his pleasure at the fine work
put up by the Bn, & supporting arms. An order of the day issued by
General Sir Oliver Leese was read out to the men today, which said
we were taking Rangoon & how pleased he was with the work & spirit
put in during our recent advance. He wished all ranks the best of
luck in the last phase of the battle for Burma. No men were
admitted to hospital today, & 1 man rejoined the Bn today. After
this hard days fighting over torturous country, the Bn settled down
to a well earned & peaceful night up to 2359 hrs at any rate.

At 0445 hrs a report was received from Major Turnbull OC D Coy that
jitter parties at long range were sniping & grenading his
positions. No damage was being done by the Japs, & he was under the
impression that the Jap was up to his usual tricks of giving
covering fire to cover parties getting out wounded & dead bodies. -
The Jap always takes great care to get away his dead. - Throughout
the morning D Coy was popping off the odd Jap & got 6 in one party
alone, otherwise all was quiet. At 1100 hrs the Commanding Officer
(Lt Colonel HRR Conder OBE) held an R&0 group, informed us that
89th Bde was being relieved by 114th Bde, & that we were being
relieved of our commitments on the 3rd May. The Bn was going to
MINBU (1652 - Y™ 84L) on the 4th May, & was to have 2 days rest
prior to the whole Brigade®"s advance to the SOUTH (details of this
still unknown). Since our own transport was required for ferrying
the 4/5th Gurkha Battalion up to .571 (892323 - 1/25,000 No4) the
following day the CO decided to send all heavy kit direct to MINBU
under command of the Bn 2/1/C Major Rose, so that only personnel &
essentials for Battle needed to be moved on the 3rd May. At 2400
hrs our MT, plus colour parties & Coy 2/1/C left .571 for MINBU,
taking tools, PRI, Officers Mess, Orderly Room, Rations, QM Stores,
Reserve ammunition, Signal kit, MT Stores etc with them. On arrival
at MINBU areas were allotted to Coys & the place prepared for the
Bns arrival on the 4th May. Our transport returned to SAINGAUNG
where it harboured for the night 2nd/3rd May, prior to lifting
4/5th GR up to relieve our Bn early on the morning of the 3rd May.
Up to 2359 hrs all was quiet.

At 0800 hrs the first lift of transport arrived at our HQs bringing
the relieving Bn the 4/5th Gurkhas. These were unloaded & HQ Coy &
B Coy were taken on our MT straight through to SAINGAUNG (0345 -
84L/16). D Coy at the village of PYAWBWE (869325 - 1/25,000 No4)
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4th MAY - MINBU

5th MAY - MINBU

were relieved by 1 Company of 4/5th G Rifles, & after the hand over
they (D Coy) marched up to Bn HQ area at .571 (893322 - 1/25,000 -
No3), where they were lifted in transport & taken ahead to MINBU
(1550 - 84L/16), along with A Coy where their 2/1/C of Companies
met them & showed them into their respective areas. B Coy, C Coy &
HQ Coy concentrated in the village SAINGAUNG, & stayed the night
there, ready for a short march of 9 miles to MINBU the next day.
The remainder of the day was spent in resting, in the case of B, C
& HQ Coys, & A & D Coys, in cleaning out bungalows, making them
habitable & clean for our short stay in MINBU. A mobile cinema & a
recording van were obtained & arrangements for Toc H, & football
was laid on now that the Bn could make full use of these amenities,
when completely settled in. Eight men were admitted to hospital
today.

After an excellent nights rest in comfortable houses the Bn had
breakfast at 0800 hrs, & had obviously enjoyed a long lie in bed
with boots off - the Ffirst time for months! B Coy, C Coy & HQ Coy
marched in from SAINGAUNG, & arrived at our rest area at about 1130
hrs. The Bn settled down throughout the day, and bathing & washing
parties were organised so that the men could get really clean once
more. Torn clothes were repaired & the QM (Lt JF Macdonald) managed
to obtain 500 bush-jackets, which he issued to the men. Arms &
ammunition were carefully cleaned & checked, & deficiencies & spare
parts issued where necessary. At 1400 hrs, there was inter-company
football, matches were in full swing & thoroughly enjoyed by all
ranks. At 1600 hrs the Commanding Officer (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE)
had all the Company Commanders together, for the purpose of
discussing domestic matters, such as learner cooks, reinforcements,
dress & turnout, state of discipline & equipment etc. At 1830 hrs
an ENSA show was broadcast to the men on the football ground &
followed immediately by a picture show put on by the Mobile cinema.
This show lasted until 2200 hrs, then the Bn returned for the
night. The weather has now completely broken & we are experiencing
heavy rains both during the day & the night. Every man is under
cover now so the state of the weather doesn"t matter meantime to
us. Thirteen men were admitted to hospital today the majority
suffering from jungle sores.

Reveille was at 0700 hrs this morning followed by breakfasts at
0800 hrs. This enabled the men to have another long lie & gave them
a chance to recuperate. At 1000 hrs the CO held an R&0 group, &
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6th MAY - MINBU -
KONGY1 .

informed us that we would be starting out tomorrow moving at 0700
hrs, to catch up the remainder of the Brigade who had made off to
the SOUTH 2 days ahead of us. The first stage of the journey was
for the Bn to march half the distance, to be ferried in MT the
remainder of the distance to the small town of MINHLA (3325 -
85M/1) where we would harbour for the night, prior to pushing on in
a SOUTH WESTERLY direction into the hills, the object of this move
being to once more cut the Japs L of C, & put them in the bag as
they were pushed from the NORTH by our 114th Bde & the BNA towards
us, who would form a Brigade Block & mop him up. Timings & MT
allotment were given out, then Coy Commanders returned to Companies
to give out their orders. At 1400 hrs a draft of reinforcements,
some 123 men, arrived for us, plus 32 men of the Bn who were either
on UK Leave or ex-hospital. The draft was eagerly awaited & the
necessary preparations for the arrival were made. When these men
had been fed the Commanding Officer (Lt Colonel HRR Conder OBE)
spoke to them, welcomed them into the Bn, & put them in the picture
as to our recent battles & what our future was to be as far as we
know. After the CO had finished the men were detailed for Companies
& taken to their respective Companies by the C.S.M. Once again at
1830 hrs a musical concert was broadcast to the men, followed by
the news which was well received, ie the news of the capitulation
of Holland, Denmark & NW Europe. The news that Rangoon has fallen
was received in great cheering since it directly concerned the men
more so than the European news. - This was followed by another
Picture Show, & so to bed to have as much rest as possible for an
early start on the 6th May. - Men are in good heart, & morale is up
100% these days. Ten men were admitted to hospital today, including
Lieut Craig of B Company. Major Turnbull proceeded on 28 days UK
leave today.

Reveille was at 0500 hrs this morning & breakfasts at 0600 hrs. At
0700 hrs the CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) with his Tac HQ, plus A & C
Coys & a portion of HQ Comp, set off as advance party to MINHLA
(3225 - 85M/1) to recce an area there for the Bn. On arrival at
MINHLA, it was found that we had more time than we had allotted for
our MT turn-round & so this party went forward to the village of
KONGY1 (2520 - 851/13) & recced a Bn site there, beside the chaung.
MT was sent back to pick up B & D Coys & our remaining HQ Coy, plus
the Bn B Echelon, & by 1700 hrs the whole Bn was in the new area, a
good 6 or 7 miles in advance of our timetable. The remainder of the
Brigade had 2 days clear start & 1t was our task to catch them up.
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7th MAY - KONGYI -
WATERHOLE AT (095105 -

851/13)

We had been very successful so far & hoped to be within striking
distance of Bde the following day. The Bn made full use of the
pools in the chaung & once more took the opportunity to bathe &
wash all clothing. Since there was no immediate danger of Japs
coming upon us, small slit trenches & bed scrapes were all that was
prepared for the evening. No wire was put up tonight. At 1900 hrs
the CO held an R&0 group, gave us the latest information on the Bde
disposition & gave out orders for the days march tomorrow, plus the
transport allotment. Bde HQ plus the 4/8 GR & 136 Fd Regt were all
at YENANMA (0402 - 851/14), whilst the 1/11 Sikhs were to the WEST,
positions not exactly known. The 4/8 & 1/11 Sikhs were in contact
with the enemy. Our next destination for the Bn was in the area of
the water at (095105 - 851/13) where we would harbour for the night
& await further orders from the Brigade Commander. Four men were
admitted to hospital today, none returned from hospital. Sgt Hogg,
Cpl Faulkner HQ Coy went off to escort back Cpl Munro to the Bn
since he is required to be tried by Court Martial.

The Bn "'stood-to"™ at 0500 hrs having spent a restful & quiet night.
Breakfasts were at 0600 hrs & by 0700 hrs the Commanding Officer
(Lt-Colonel HRR Conder OBE) with his Tac HQ, cookhouses, A & C Coys
& a Portion of HQ Coy left for our new area about 16 miles away at
the water (095105 - 851/13). The remainder of the Bn spent a
pleasant time bathing & washing & resting until the transport
returned for them at 1000 hrs. - On this lift B & D Coys plus the
remainder of HQ were lifted & taken forward to a debussing point at
approximately (160159 - 851/13). The Companies debussed & marched
the remaining 4 to 5 miles to the new Bn area. The transport then
returned to KONGYl (2520 - 851/13) & lifted the remainder of the Bn
& B Echelon. Our A/T personnel & mules marched from KONGYI to the
new area, arriving at 1700 hrs in fine form. At 1645 hrs the
monsoon rains descended upon us in all its might, & everybody was
soaked to the skin, since we had no cover prepared in time. The QM
(Lt Macdonald) when returning from Bde HQ with rations, found that
the water in the chaung had risen by 2" to 3" in 20 minutes. A 15
cwt with bread on it slipped into the chaung which was then 2 to 3
feet deep. It bogged, & nothing would move it. After an hour the
water level had risen so rapidly that the 15 cwt completely
vanished from sight, & likewise our bread. The remainder of the
rations were OK, & the rum & safely arrived back in camp at about
1900 hrs. Bn dispositions were round the water hole the road being
the centre line. Starting from the WEST, C Coy from the road was
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8th MAY - WATERHOLE
(095105 - 851/13)

9th MAY - WATERHOLE AT
(095105 - 851/13) -
LINKE

met by A Coy, the half circle continued on until B Coy who went
round to meet D Coy who crossed astride the road & linked up with
HQ Coy, who on the SOUTH of the road linked up with C Coy at the
NORTH of the road, thus making a complete circle. Admin Coy, the
tanks & the guns were inside the perimeter. 1 man to hospital
today.

An order was received at 0045 hrs from Bde HQ ordering us to remain
in our present area until further orders. At 0500 hrs the Bn
"Stood-to" & after stand-down started cleaning up clothes etc which
had been soaked & made dirty by the night before®s rain. Our MT got
down to the badly needed day of maintenance, since our vehicles
have practically been running non-stop for weeks now. The 15 cwt
which was flooded yesterday was recovered after a hectic mornings
work, & later our pioneer platoon went out & improved the road,
preparatory to our moving on in the near future. At 1500 hrs the
C.0. (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) went to see the Brigadier at YENANMA
(0402 - 851/13). At 1700 hrs the CO returned & held an R&0 group.
We were given orders for the move on the 9th May & our destination
was to be the village of LINKE (2091 - 851/14). We were going off
as a column of our own with our eventual destination as THAYETMYO
(4746 - 85M/3). We were moving in MT for the move to LINKE, & for
this were allotted 5 x 3 tonners & 8 x 16 cwts extra over our
normal Bn transport. We are having under command - 1 Bty - 25
pounders, 1 Platoon Sappers with a Bulldozer, 1 Company (ADS) & 1
Section of L.A.D. Workshops. The ADS & Sappers are joining us at
YENANMA tomorrow as we pass through Bde HQ. 1 Platoon of MMGs
remains under command. News of war in Europe ending was received
very casually by the men, & even though they did not express much
enthusiasm, one could hear the odd sigh of relief, as the men
realised that one milestone was really successfully passed.
Everybody looking forward to more men, materials coming out soon, &
repatriation period to be lowered.

At 0400 hrs the Bn was up & about & by 0500 hrs had finished an
excellent breakfast. At 0545 hrs the CO (Lt-Col HRR Conder OBE)
with his Tac HQ went forward to meet C Company who had left
slightly ahead to act as advance guard to the Bn. At 0600 hrs the
Main Body in the following Order of March moved out in MT for our
days objective, the village of LINKE (2091 - 851/13). Bn HQ, HQ
Coy, B Coy, D Coy. A Company with 1 Pl MMGs remained behind as
rearguard for B Echelon until they could be ferried forward. The
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10th MAY - LINKE -
PUNNGE - LEWA

road to YENANMA (0402 - 851/13) from the water hole was quite good
going, but from YENANMA onwards to MINDEGALE (1197 - 851/14) was
exceptionally twisty, narrow & rough, with the result that progress
was very slow. All personnel debussed here & marched on to LINKE on
foot since it was an advance to contact & it was not known whether
the enemy were in occupation of the village or not. By 1600 hrs the
advance guard had reached LINKE, secured it & found it empty. The
main body arrived at about 1620 hrs & were given defensive areas
making a close circle perimeter with the guns, sappers, ADS, LAD &
Bn HQ, HQ Coy & Admin Coys as the inner defence. B Coy were not
included in this defensive area, but were ordered to occupy the
high ground across the chaung at (206913 - 851/13), since they were
moving out at first light the following morning. The CO held an R&O
group at 1900 hrs & gave out orders for the advance on to the
village of PUNNGE (2481 - 851/13), & as all was going well on to
LEWA (2878 - 85M3). The Bn was Ffinally concentrated in LINKE by
2000 hrs, & would have been much quicker had the road not collapsed
& a 3 tonner blocked the road. Nine men admitted to hospital today,
- mostly fever cases.

We experienced another very wet & miserable night but at the crack
of dawn, B Company were on their way southwards to establish
themselves & consolidate on the high ground over the TANYAUNG
CHAUNG at (240857 - 851/14), & await the arrival of the main body.
A Coy was advance guard to the main body, with D Coy bringing up
the rear. The C.0. (Lieut Colonel HRR Conder OBE) with his Tac HQ
went forward to see B Company & get the latest picture. C Coy with
the MMGs protected our B Echelon & were ready to gather in our
supplies which are now being air-dropped to us. At 1230 hrs a very
successful air-drop took place at LINKE (2091 - 851/13), only sugar
& bacon being short. - No cigarettes were dropped which is bad,
since we are on short rations as it is. - Meanwhile the Bn had
passed through B Company, & were marching well in spite of the
terrible heat, which is about its peak. - Men are feeling it badly,
& cases of exhaustion are becoming more frequent as we go
SOUTHWARDS. - By 1400 hrs the main body was established in the
village of PUNNGE (2481 - 851/14) & no enemy contacted. The
Commanding Officer then pushed A Company down the road, & by 1530
hrs had cleared & searched the village, only bagging 1 Jap in so
doing. Since it was getting late the CO decided to keep A Coy where
it was, & also the main body to stay at PUNNGE. Once again the Bn
made a closely defended locality for the night with our guns, ADS,
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11th MAY - PUNNGE - LEWA

Sappers etc as inner defence. A patrol from A Coy to the village of
TALOKPIN (2674 - 851/14) had a short pitch battle with some Jap, as
a result of which we claim 5 bodies. Bn settled down for the night
having dug themselves in & wire put up. At 1900 hrs the C.0. gave
out verbal orders for tomorrow, our task being to establish
ourselves at INLE (2969 - 85M/2). Ten men were evacuated to
hospital today.

Topography - the type of country we are now passing through at

- INLE

present is back to thick jungle with bamboo & thick scrub. The
countryside has small hill features on it, & to our EAST & WEST the
hills average a height of 1600 feet to 2000 feet. Chaungs are
plentiful, some containing water. Water is the big problem & is
very scarce. Villages are few & far between & are always in a very
dirty & unhealthy state.

Climatic Conditions

We are now in the dry belt of Burma, which makes marching very
unpleasant for troops. We have experienced heavy monsoon rains for
the past 4 or 5 days. Very cooling when it lasts but unpleasant
when the sun comes out again. Humidity is high in this part of the
world. Temperature is about 118 - 120°in the shade.

General Health

The men are physically fit, but find marching through this type of
country in this hot weather extremely exhausting. Case of heat
exhaustion iIs increasing. Malaria cases are about normal, but most
of our hospital admissions are due to jungle sores which turn
septic very quickly.

At 0545 hrs the Commanding Officer (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) & his
Tac HQ moved forward to contact Major Chisholm MC OC A Company, &
await the arrival of the main body. The main body left PUNNGE at
0600 hrs, leaving behind B Company plus the MMG Platoon to protect
the guns, B Echelon transport, & also to assist with the collection
of the air drop. At 1200 hrs the main body had arrived at the
village of INLE (2970 - 85M/2) & took up defensive locality there
for the night. So far we haven®"t managed to catch up with the
hastily retreating Japs, but we have definite knowledge that their
main body is only 12 hours ahead of us. We discovered 2 x 105mm
guns which had been abandoned by the Jap, & also 6 lorries & 4
Staff Cars. We also killed one lone Jap on our advance today. At
1700 hrs the CO gave out verbal orders for tomorrow"s move, our
objective being the village of TOKKAING (3531 - 85M/3). Up to
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12th MAY - TOKKAING -
YEBWET.

13th MAY - YEBWET.

midnight no attacks or disturbances broke the peace. Four men were
evacuated sick today to hospital.

After a very peaceful night the Bn "stood-to" at 0500 hrs, had
breakfasts by 0545 hrs & the leading Company which was D Company
was ready to move southwards by 0600 hrs. Following immediately
behind D Coy was the CO (Lieut-Colonel HRR Conder OBE) & his Tac
HQ. At 0615 hrs the Main body with B Coy in the van, HQ Coy with Bn
HQ, RAP, 1 troop 500 Bty, Sappers, the mules - A Company followed
on in the wake of D Company. C Company was left to guard our B
Echelon tpt, 1 troop guns & had the Platoon of MMGs under command
to help them. At 0830 hrs 6 Dakotas dropped our supplies (incl RUM)
on INLE (2970 - 85M/2), which was collected & sorted ready to be
transported forward to TOKKAING (3561 - 85M/2) when we had taken
the place, if held by the Jap. All went well as normal & nothing in
the way of Japs was seen, with the exception of 1 straggler who met
an honourable death. In spite of the state of the road, our sappers
with the aid of a bulldozer soon put things right & by 1300 hrs the
Bn had arrived in the area of TOKKAING. On the road down the
villages of THAPANGON (3563 - 85M/3), MYAUNGAING (3564 - 85M3) and
KYIGAN (3663 - 85M/3) had been thoroughly searched, but no enemy
were seen. On arrival at TOKKAING the Commanding Officer decided
that it was not very good from a tactical point of view, & also
that there was no water handy, so after preliminary recces the Bn
eventually arrived & took up a defensive all round position at
YEBWET (3859 - 85M/3). Water in the chaung was plentiful & good. B
Echelon, MMGs, remainder of the guns & C Company were ordered up, &
by 1800 hrs the Bn was well dug in & ready for anything. An order
was received from Bde HQ that at 1200 hrs today we come under
command of 268th Brigade. We established communications with them &
awaited further orders. It had been a hard days march, but the men
were In good heart & enjoyed their rum rations. Seven men to
hospital today.

Once more we had a peaceful but extremely wet night, since a
terrific monsoon storm broke, blew away tarpaulins etc, with
dramatic results. Orders were received from the Brigade Commander
of 268th Bde, under whose command we now are, for a short period at
any rate. On receipt of these orders, the gist of which was that we
had to patrol & if possible occupy the villages of SAKANGYl (4050 -
85M/3) and PADAUKPIN (3751 - 85M/3), in which were reported 500
Japs & 300 Japs in each village respectively. The CO (Lt Col HRR
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14th MAY - YEBWET -

NATHE

Conder OBE) had anticipated such orders, & D Company, with 1 Pl
MMGs, & 1 Sec Mortars were actually on their way SOUTH to
investigate the village of BAW (3954 - 85M/3) & if possible push on
to the road & track junction at (385522 - 84N/3). The CO & his Tac
HQ accompanied D Coy, & 1 Bty of 25 pounders were standing by to
give them close support should they require it. B Company was also
on % hours notice to assist or reinforce success, as the advance
turned out. By 1200 hrs D Company were established at the road &
track junction & proceeded to dig & wire themselves in. We had a
good air drop today & mail was dropped on us by L5s. The C.O.
ordered the Sappers to build a light air strip for L5s, this being
sited on the paddy at approx (385595 - 85M/3). We asked 89 Bde HQ
for a test plane at 1200 hrs, but it did not arrive until 1330 hrs.
At 1400 hrs the Brigade Commander of 268 Bde landed & was met by
the C.0. He put us iIn the picture regarding his Bdes dispositions,
& gave the CO his orders for further operations. He was
exceptionally pleased with the Bns quick movement & expressed his
pleasure about this. We evacuated 26 men by plane today, sick men
from the ADS. One L5 crashed due to the pilot"s misjudgement, & we
supplied a guard for watching the plane. Remainder of the day
nothing to report. The CO held an R&0 group & gave out orders for
the Bn to concentrate on D Coy at the track & road junction. Nine
men were admitted to ADS today.

The weather has cleared up again & before the main body & tpt went
up the road, the Sappers with their bulldozer finished off muddy
parts & made the road usable again. B Company acted as advance
guard to the Bn today, & with the Commanding Officer (Lt Col HRR
Conder OBE) & his Tac HQ, left YEBWET (3860 - 85M/3) at 0645 hrs.
The main body followed at 0700 hrs in the following order of march.
C Coy, Main HQ, HQ Coy, RAP & D Coy - A Company plus MMGs & the Bn
HQ Pl were left behind to protect our tail ie - ADS, B Echelon tpt
& the guns. At 0600 hrs 3 planes - Dakotas dropped our supplies &
POL near D Coy"s positions at the track & road junction at (385522
- 85M/3). - This was only a low drop & quite a number of items were
lost in the jungle. D Coy sent out fighting patrols to SAKANGYI
(4051 - 85M/3) and to PADAUKPIN (3751 - 85M/3). The CO decided that
since we had made good time, he would advance to NATHE (3350 -
85M/3) . Advanced troops found 3 Japs near water hole there -
wounded 2 probably killed the third member. - Bodies not yet
recovered. B Coy got into NATHE OK, & so the CO whisked up D Coy &
A Coy to this area. By 1630 hrs the dispositions along the main
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15th MAY - KYAUKKYI

16th MAY - KYAUKKYI

road were as follows, the Bn remaining in these positions for the
night 14th/15th May, C Coy protecting 1 troop of 25 pounders at
PADAUKPIN (3751 - 85M/3), B Company at (343511 - 85M/3), Bn HQ & HQ
Coy & Admin Coys centre point (339509 - 85M/3) with 1 troop 25
pounders iInside the perimeter, D Company centre point at (336509 -
85M/3) and A Company at the area of the village of YEMYET (276503 -
85M/3), with 1 Pl MMGs under command. The Bn was well spread out,
but certainly will be able to deal with any enemy who come from the
NORTH. Nine men were admitted to hospital today.

Throughout the night we experienced very heavy rain, but we were
not unduly perturbed about it, now that we have a metal road under
our feet, & can move our transport & guns at lib. The Bn stood to
at 0445 hrs, & at 0600 hrs had a late breakfast. We were all set to
have a quiet days rest except for patrolling in NATHE (3350 -
85M/3), & so be able to patch up our clothes which are literally
falling off our backs, & our weapons to be thoroughly cleaned up.
This did not materialize since an order from 268 Bde arrived
ordering us to move to KYAUKKYl (1949 - 851/15) immediately. This
order was originated at 1630 hrs on the 14th May, & had taken 15
hrs to get to us, since we only received it at 0730 hrs this
morning. The Commanding Officer (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) called for
his R&0 group & orders were given out for the Bn to move at 0830
hrs, that is the leading troops. B Coy acted as advance guard & set
off on time, the main body leaving at 0900 hrs in the following
order of march. Tac HQ, Main Bn HQ, HQ Coy, Sappers, mules & C Coy.
D Coy sent a pl to collect the air drop in C Coys position &
PADAUKPIN (3751 - 85M/3), thus relieving C Coy. D Coy remained at
NATHE & protected the guns, ADS & B Echelon. A Coy was still
forward at YEMYET (2650 - 85M/3) & had sent patrols up to MS 17%
(235523 - 851/15) to clear the road for us. By 1500 hrs the Bn less
C Coy who had relieved A Coy at YEMYET, arrived safely at KYAUKKYI,
& had taken up an all round defensive position on the high ground
around the village. Water from the PANI CHAUNG is plentiful & good,
& the village itself is clean & undamaged by the retreating Japs. B
Echelon & C Coy were ordered up & by 1730 hrs the whole Bn was
concentrated & ready to settle down for the night. Nothing in the
way of enemy was seen except 5 odd Japs 1 of whom was killed & 3
wounded. Five men were admitted to hospital today.

Throughout the night there was nothing to report, & since
communications were bad due to atmospheres, we assumed that we
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17th MAY - KYAUKKYI

remained here until further orders. - We now have to keep
communication with both 89 Bde & 268 Bde on our 22 Sets. Ranges are
long & the thick jungle does NOT lend itself to long range wireless
communications. The Commanding Officer (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE)
decided that since we are NOT moving as yet, he decided to do some
patrolling to look for Japs, & also to get reports on tracks,
bridges etc to the SOUTH & WEST from KYAUKKYl (1949 - 851/15). The
following patrols were accordingly sent out. 1 Patrol from A Coy to
PAZINDA (1848 - 851/15) reported NES. Another patrol from A Coy
went to PYINAING (1843) & had nothing to report. C Coy had a
fighting patrol to YEGYANZIN (0753 - 851/15) & reported the village
clear of enemy. D Coy sent out 2 fighting patrols to the villages
of YAW-YWA (1148 - 851/15) & one to THAKUTKYAW (140452 - 851/15),
which saw no enemy & reported the village clear. An operation Order
was received from 268 Bde HQ, & the gist of the order was this. Our
Bn with 1 Pl Sappers, 1 Coy ADS, 23 MTN Regt, & 50 mules from 63 AT
Coy RIASC, to be known as "CONCOL'™, were to advance to KAMA (3710 -
85M/74) entirely on an all front basis & that the probable date of
this move would be 20th May. The route to be taken was via SINGAW
(1934 - 851/15), & KYIMI (2430 - 851/15) - WETTO (2820 - 85M/4)
thence to KAMA. Load tables were prepared ready for the Commanding
Officer (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) for his preliminary orders to his
R&0 group. Five men were evacuated to hospital today. - Our Sappers
constructed a light airstrip today at (188499 - 851/15) & an L5
landed at 1600 hrs & franked the strip as OK for planes. Up to
midnight, there was nothing else to report.

Throughout the night there was nothing to report, & no parties of
enemy came near us. Stand-to was at 0445 hrs & the Bn had late
breakfasts at 0700 hrs. It is raining hard at present, but is only
lasting about 1 hour. The ground dries up fairly quickly at present
& shows no real signs of becoming a quagmire. At 0530 hrs Dakotas
started dropping our supplies, & throughout the day at odd
intervals, dropped supplies for 89 Bde. 89 Bde hope soon to strike
the main road near YEGYANZIN (0753 - 851/15), & so make contact
with us. An L5 dropped official mail to us, & gave us latest
information of other troops movements over a loud speaking
apparatus which is fixed to the undercarriage. In answer to their
questions we reply by strips. The CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) held
an R&0 group at 1130 hrs today & gave out his preliminary orders
for the move to KAMA (3710 - 85M/4). At 1400 hrs there was the CO
Orderly Room & 10 ORs were summarily of by him. The Animal
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18th MAY - KYAUKKYI

19th MAY - KYAUKKYI -

SINGAW

Transport Officer (Lieut McNish) took a patrol of 10 men from the
A/T Section, mounted on mules, to recce the state of the track to
SINGAW (1934 - 851/16), the chaung crossing there, & so this little
cavalcade set off at 0800 hrs. On arriving at PYINAING (1843 -
851/15) the track petered out, & by the time it took him to
discover the correct road to SINGAW it was getting late & he had to
return having failed to make his objective. Nothing else to report
throughout the day. Lights of MT were reported travelling from NW
to the SOUTH in the area of YEGYANZIN, & so we got in touch with 89
Bde & had it confirmed that they were using MT with lights. Two men
were evacuated sick today to hospital.

Throughout the night we had no disturbances & there was nothing to
report. Almost immediately after stand-down at 0530 hrs, Dakotas
started dropping our supplies to us, also supplies for the
remainder of the Bde. We have employed Burmese locals to help with
the collection of these drops to save our manpower situation. At
0900 hrs an L5 with despatches landed on the strip, & we were able
to send out some mail. Casualties were flown out, also our sick
personnel. At 1030 hrs the Commanding Officer (Lt Col HRR Conder
OBE) went up for a flight to recce the area of SINGAW (1934 -
851/16) & the chaung crossing, which he verified as crossable for
mules. A Coy had also a 24 hrs patrol under command of Capt Culpin
doing the same job, & also to ensure that the area to SINGAW is
clear of enemy. Major-General GC Evans DSO Commander 77 Ind
Division paid us a "Flying Visit" & expressed his pleasure with the
Bn for the quickness they had shown in getting to the main road. At
1200 hrs we sent a pl from HQ to escort the 63rd Mule Coy to
KYAUKKYIl (1949 - 851/15) & at 1330 hrs they had arrived & were
given an area inside the Bn perimeter. - A patrol from C Company to
YEGYANZIN (0753 - 851/15) contacted the 1/11 Sikhs &
representatives of 89 Bde HQ. A representative from the 23rd Mtn
Bty arrived, & was given an area into which his mules & guns would
stay in, on their arrival here. 500 Bty now comes under command of
89 Bde again & remain in this area when we move out on the 20th
May. Throughout the day there was nothing else to report. Nine men
rejoined the Battalion from hospital today, & three men were
admitted to hospital. Jungle sores are our main cause of high rate
of sickness at present.

At 0430 hrs the Bn "stood-to" - manning gun-posts only, whilst the
remainder of the Bn prepared for the move out. Breakfasts were at
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21st MAY - SINGAW -
THAMBAYAKYIN

0500 hrs. At 0630 hrs A Company with 1 Sec Mortars under command &
the Commanding Officer (Lt-Colonel HRR Conder OBE) with his Tac HQ,
moved out across the chaung, & set off for SINGAW (1934 - 851/16)
which was our destination for the night. At 0700 hrs the Main body
moved out in the following order of march. Bn HQ & O group, B Coy,
HQ Coy, 23 Mtn Bty, Bn mules & B Echelon mulles with D Coy bringing
up the rear. The route taken was this. KYAUKKYl (1949 - 851/15)
across chaung up the track to track junction at (193484 - 851/15)
thence to main track at point 639 (176473 - 85L/15) SOUTH down main
track to the village of (200400 - 851/15) thence to KAZUNMYAUNG
(201392 - 851/15) thence to the village of AUKMANEIN (195367 -
851/16) & so to SINGAW. On arrival at SINGAW A Coy contacted C Coy
& got the latest information of the enemy. C Coy under command of
Major Hayes then pushed on to our next days objective THAMBAYAKYIN
(2525 - 85M). The Commanding Officer decided to cross the MINDON
CHAUNG & take up defensive positions astride the track & on the
high ground near THIGON (189339 - 851/16). By 1300 hrs the main
body had arrived & were disposed of as follows.

A Coy from (191300 - 851/16) to 189336 - 851/16 linking up with D
Coy who extended round to (191330 - 851/16) & linked up with HQ
Coy. HQ connected up with B Coy at (195333 - 851/16) & so B Coys
perimeter extended to the river bank at (197339 - 851/16). B & A
Coys then linked up along the chaung bank making a complete circle.
At 1600 hrs the CO gave out orders for the following days march.

After an undisturbed night & reports that C Coy was established at
THAMBAYAKYIN (2525 - 85M), the Bn moved out in 2 parties for this
objective. B Coy & the CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) with his Tac HQ
moved out at 0700 hrs, & was followed at 0730 hrs by the main body
which moved out in the following order of march. Defence Platoon,
Bn HQ & O group, D Coy, 23 Mtn Bty, HQ Coy, Bn mules & mule Coy,
ADS, & A Coy iIn the rear. The Bn took the following route, led by
local guides. YAMA (230324 - 851/16) across the hills to the MINDON
CHAUNG, across chaung to KYIMI (246300 - 851/16) thence south past
SANYE (243287 - 851/16), SE to village of TAWMAKIN (2427 - 85M) &
so to THAMBAYAKYIN (2525 - 85M) where the leading company B
contacted C Company. The CO made a recce of the ground & the Bn
took up a close defensive perimeter for the night on the high
ground. C Company then pushed on to the village of OKPON (3217 -
85M) where they contacted a company of the MADRAS Regt of 268 Bde.
They stayed the night at OKPON, & awaited further orders from the
CO. At 1530 hrs the CO held an R&0 group & gave out orders for
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22nd MAY - THAMBAYAKYIN

- KAMA

23rd MAY - KAMA.

tomorrows march on KAMA (3711 - 85M) where it was reported that a
large number of Japs were in possession of it. C Coy at 2000 hrs
sent a report to say that 2 Coys of the CHAMARS were in KAMA & that
the Jap occupied the high ground at (3611 - 85M) in some strength.
Although we had only covered 10 miles today, the going had been
extremely hard & the men were very tired. We got very wet since it
rained heavily at 2030 hrs.

After a quiet night & the Bn had stood-down, the Bn prepared for
the days march on to KAMA (3711 - 85M). - The Commanding Officer
ordered Major Hayes of C Coy to take his Company forward to the
high ground near the village of WUTKON at (351151 - 85M) & to await
our arrival there, & also to collect the air-drop which was to take
place at WUTKON. At WUTKON the CO would give out further orders to
the Bn when he had communicated with the Bde Commander of 268 Bde.
The Bn moved out in the following order of march at 0630 hrs. D
Coy, the Commanding Officer (Lt Colonel HRR Conder OBE) & his Tac
HQ, Bn HQ & O group, A Coy, 23 Mtn Bty, Bn & A/T Coy mules, ADS, B
Coy. On arrival at WUTKON, the C.O. received orders to proceed to
KAMA, & that we were going across the river with a view to
rejoining 89 Bde back at THAYETMYO (4748 - 85M). At 1130 hrs the Bn
arrived In KAMA, & we received orders that we couldn®t cross the
river that day but would have to stay the night here. The CO was
then given an area to go into for the night with the centre point
at approximately (348116 - 85M). The Bn moved on & dug in in a
tactical position, & awaited further orders. At 1600 hrs orders
were received that we were to relieve 1 Coy of the CHAMAR REGT on
the ridge at (355110 - 85M) the following morning. The Jap was
still up on the ridge in strength & even although we had not
received orders, we anticipated that we would have to take the
ridge completely. Throughout the night we were undisturbed but the
CHAMAR Coy on the ridge was attacked by a heavy force which they
repulsed.

We received orders from 268 Bde HQ that we had to relieve the Coy
of the CHAMARS on the ridge at (355103 - 85M/4), & accordingly D
Company under command of Major Doyne-Ditmus relieved them & was in
position by 0830 hrs. The Jap was occupying the remainder of the
ridge, his strongest positions being at (353106 - 85M/4) & (350110
- 85M/4) & the Bn was given the task of capturing the whole of the
KAMA RIDGE north of the MADE CHAUNG. The C.0. (Lt-Colonel HRR
Conder OBE) gave out his orders, the gist of them being as follows.
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24th MAY - KAMA

The CO decided to attack from the NW with A & B Coys & advance down
the ridge from point 399 (328122 - 85M/4), driving along the ridge
to the SE into D Coy. We were leaving C Coy, Bn HQ, ADS & mules in
our present area at (361110 - 85M/4). The 23 Mountain Bty, & 1 Bty
of the 2nd Ind Field Regt were to support us. The MADRAS Regt had
taken the features 516 (365092 - 85M/4) & 560 (371081 - 85M/4). At
0645 hrs, D Coy, Tac HQ, RAP, Mortars, Pioneers & B Coy left our
present positions & proceeded up the main road to approx (351143 -
85M/4) where they branched off on a compass bearing to bring them
out at point 399. After an arduous 6 hours hacking through the
jungle this body eventually arrived at point 399, having eliminated
a Jap post on the way up. After half an hours rest this body
advanced along the ridge, & when they got to approximately (331120
- 85M/4) they came under heavy fire from grenade dischargers, LMGs,
MMGs & rifle fire, which enfiladed B Coy. The ridge was so narrow
on top & sheer drop on both sides A & B Coys were definitely held
up- A Coy pushed through to try & overcome this opposition but
again met extremely heavy fire & luckily only had 2 casualties. No
progress was made by 1600 hrs, & Major General Evans DSO 77 Div
Commander & Brigadier Dyer 268 Bde Commander suggested that 1 Coy
should be left at .399 & the remainder return to Admin area. B Coy
& Tac HQ stayed out all night & A Coy returned to base. DF fire
with the 25 pounders was laid on for B Coy. A Coy of the MADRAS
Regt went out at night & took up ambush positions at (359101 -
85M/4) & in the chaung at (351107 - 85M/4). Throughout the night
all was quiet with D & B Coys. Rain came down heavily at 2230 hrs
and continued all night.

After a very wet, miserable & cold night, B Coy & Tac HQ got in
communication with Bn HQ & reported a quiet night. D Coy also
reported having had a quiet undisturbed night, & saw no enemy
movement on the hill feature overlooking them. The Commanding
Officer (Lt Colonel HRR Conder OBE) ordered B Coy to demonstrate in
front of the enemy bunker position, to harass & to pinpoint
position. This started at 0615 hrs. Meanwhile C Coy under command
Major Hayes left Bn HQ area & proceeded to point 399 (329122 -
85M/4) to relieve B Coy. D Coy meanwhile sent a fighting patrol
from the South side of the ridge, & succeeded in getting onto a
feature called "HAWICK". Here the patrol found 3 Japs sound asleep
with an LMG. The 3 Japs were duly killed, & the LMG sent back to D
Coy HQ. This patrol then got onto another hill feature which we
called KELSO (355105 - 85M/4) without opposition. Their objective
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was a place called "PATROL HILL"™ (353106 - 85M/4) & they were well
on their way to reaching the top of this when the Jap opened up
from the top of the hill & also from their rear. A ding-dong battle
took place, & although our troops were cut off they fought their
way out bringing their wounded with them. We had 3 killed & 9
wounded. Jap casualties were unknown. - C Coy had meanwhile
relieved B Coy who returned to Bn reserve. C Coy then established a
strong point & although our L of C was bad our pioneers made a
rough track right up to their Coy HQ. We built up their reserve
rations & ammo & water & by nightfall they were well dug in & ready
for anything. The CO & his Tac HQ returned to Bn HQ at 1600 hrs. We
are still being supplied by air-drops & the QM (Lt JF Macdonald)
has commandeered Bullock carts to collect these drops.

Throughout the night all was quiet & not a peep was heard from the
enemy. C Coy & D Coy both reported an undisturbed night. At 0600
hrs the Commanding Officer (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) received orders
from the Brigade Commander of 268 Brigade to maintain pressure on
the enemy positions from the NORTH & SOUTH of KAMA RIDGE, & to take
the ridge in our own time. Accordingly the CO ordered A Coy under
command of Major Chisholm MC to push through D Coy to take the
HAWICK feature firstly, then "KELSO" & so onto "Patrol Hill". C Coy
was simultaneously to push from the NORTH onto the bunker positions
that had held them up for 3 days. Zero hour was at 0700 hrs. The
attacks were to be silent until anything started then we would
plaster the enemy positions with 25 pounders & our own 3" Mortars.
B Company remained at Bn HQ in reserve. At 0700 hrs both A & C Coys
cracked off on their tasks. A Coy got onto "HAWICK" OK &
consolidated. They then pushed on to the "KELSO" feature where they
found the position unoccupied. This position was consolidated, & by
1100 hrs our men were in possession of PATROL HILL & had linked up
with C Coy there. - The C.0. then went to Bde HQ (268 Bde) for
orders & was ordered to occupy the following ground & close the gap
leading into KAMA (3710 - 85M/4). Our commitments were incl.
"PATROL HILL"™ (350110 - 85M/4) to excl point 516 (364092 - 85M/4).
Accordingly the CO ordered B Coy to take over from .516 down the
spur to the MADE CHAUNG. D Coy then took over from the chaung to
(356103 - 85M/4) & from here A Coy linked up & were responsible to
(352107 - 85M/4). C Coy took from here to (350110 - 85M/4). Bn HQ
was established at (359103 - 85M/3) with the ADS, HQ Coy & Admin
Coy forming a little perimeter on the low ground. This move was
completed by 1600 hrs, & by nightfall the Bn was dug in in their
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26th MAY - KAMA

27th MAY - KAMA.

28th MAY - KAMA

new positions. Bullock carts had to be used to transport our kit &
we managed to collect about 100 carts in half an hour. No men were
admitted to hospital today. Major Courtenay-Hood OC B Coy, &
Captain Arnott - B Coy were admitted to ADS today.

Throughout the night there was nothing to report. All through the
morning Coys were engaged in bunker positions & preparing their own
defensive positions. The CO of the 1/11 Sikhs & his Coy Commanders
visited us in the afternoon, with a view to their taking over from
us on the 27th. Coy Commanders liaised with our Coy Commanders &
were shown round our positions. At 1700 hrs the Commanding Officer
(Lt Colonel HRR Conder OBE) gave out orders for our move out across
the river, & so back to THAYETMYO (4746 - 85M/3) for our next
period in Monsoon Quarters. - At 1900 hrs a message was received to
say that the 1/11 Sikhs would not relieve us until the 28th MAY.
Major General Evans DSO & Brigadier Dyer paid us a visit today &
went round all the Coy areas. - Nothing else to report throughout
the day.

After a quiet night the Bn settled down preparing loads for our
move out tomorrow. One hundred bullock carts were ordered to report
to us at 0600 hrs tomorrow morning since we had no M/T on this side
of the river to assist us in the move. The C.0. held an R&0 group
at 1630 hrs & appointed his embarkation & disembarkation staffs for
the River Crossing. Capt Steven liaised with the 44th HAA on the
EAST bank of the river, & laid on tpt for ferrying the Bn back to
YWATAUNG (5148 - 85M/3) where we were to debus prior to re-crossing
the river to THAYETMYO. Nothing else to report for today.

At 0400 hrs the Bn was up & our gun posts were manned as the
manning was post only. Breakfasts were at 0500 hrs & at 0630 hrs 1
Pl per Coy of the 1/11 SIKHS arrived to take over & relieve our
Coys. These platoons were conducted to Coy areas by our Company
guides. At 0645 hrs the Bn 2/1/C (Major Rose) & an advance party
left to cross the river. The Adjutant (Captain Stewart) with the
embarking & disembarking staff arrived at the river at 0700 hrs.
The Bn was allotted 1 DUKW, 2 rafts & 10 assault boats from the
1.W.T. to ferry themselves across. By 1115 hrs the Bn complete with
mules was safely across the river & ready to be embussed in
transport at KAMAGAIE (3911 - 85M/4). At 1200 hrs the Divisional
Commander Major-General Evans DSO met the C.0. (Lt Col HRR Conder
OBE), & told him that the Bn would have to be diverted to deal with
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29th MAY - MILESTONE
195% (501076 85N/1)

30th MAY - MS 195%
(501076 85N/1)

some Japs who were reported in the village of LETPAGAN (4708 -
85M/4) & numbered approx 500. These Japs had broken through the
Bridgehead held by 33 Bde & the General anticipated that they would
break for the hills tonight. The CO was given the task of holding 5
miles of road from MS 198 (4610 - 85M/4) & MS 193 (5204 - 85 M/1) &
to stop & destroy any enemy who tried to break through. The CO
accordingly disposed his troops in a Thin Red line as follows. A
Coy - MS 198 - MS 197. D Coy MS 197 - 196. Bn HQ & HQ Coy 196 -
195. C Coy 195 - 193 MS & B Coy MS 193 - 192. An Admin Box was
established at the cross roads at (461142 - 85M/4). The Bn dug iIn &
wired positions & waited for any Jap who came our way. Up to 2349
hrs we were not disturbed, but everyone was on his toes & eagerly
awaiting the kill.

Throughout the night all was very quiet except for small parties of
Japs probing all along the Bn front looking for a way through. At
0615 hrs about 200-300 Japs broke out of the jungle onto the main
road at milestone 195% (501076 - 85N/1) right opposite Bn HQ & HQ
Company positions. Hell broke loose & sharpshooters took full
advantage of the initiative & let the Jap have all they had. A real
ding-dong battle lasted for 3% hours at the end of which 130 odd
dead Japanese bodies were counted on the ground, including their
Battalion Commander (111 Regt - 54 Div from the Arakan). We
captured a fair amount of arms & equipment including 1 - 70mm gun,
8 LMGs, 8 Pistols, 8 Swords, Flags, plus ammunition, documents &
equipment. C Coy accounted for 12 bodies even although they had
been overrun. The 2/8th Punjabs at their rear however copped this
little lot & accounted for 77 Bodies - dead. C Coy also got 1 POW.
Our own casualties were 7 Killed & 7 Wounded which was light in
comparison to the enemy. The road was declared open for traffic at
1000 hrs but on mopping up patrols were still popping off the odd
Jap throughout the day. The score by nightfall was 138 bodies & 4
POWs. The remainder of the night was very quiet & up to midnight no
more Japs had tried to break through us.

At 0500 hrs firing broke out in the Pioneer Platoon area about 150
yds from Bn HQ, their position being at approximately (506097 -
85N/1) & after a skirmish counted 12 more bodies on the ground. The
Defence Platoon also accounted for another two bodies & 1 P.O.W. At
about 0900 hrs a Japanese Gunner Sergeant dressed in a white shirt
& waving a large white piece of cloth, walked into Bn HQ &
surrendered himself. He was only too glad to be out of the fighting
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31st MAY - MS 195%
(501076 85N/1) -
THAYETMYO.

& seemed very happy to be in our hands as a prisoner. At 1200 hrs,
Brigadier WA Crowther DSO Commanding Officer of 89 Bde arrived once
more & informed the CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) that the Bn was
definitely going back to THAYETMYO (4746 - 85M/3) to our rest area.
Transport to lift us would report at 1000 hrs on the 31st MAY & the
Bn would move out. Remainder of the day was spent in mopping up odd
Japs & another POW surrendered to Bn HQ. D Coy roped in another at
1800 hrs bringing our total POWs to 8. The total dead bodies
counted on the ground is now up to 105. - These were buried by a
bulldozer. At 1800 hrs the CO held an R&0 group & gave out verbal
orders for the move. Coys were to move independently to YWATAUNG
(5248 - 85M/3) where they would be met by Bn representatives prior
to crossing the river to THAYETMYO. Remainder of the night was very
quiet & we were not disturbed at all by the Jap.

After Stand-down at 0630 hrs, breakfasts at 0700 hrs, the Companies
prepared for the arrival of our transport. At 0930 hrs the
transport started arriving & was allocated to Companies. At 0945
hrs the Bn 2/1/C (Major Rose), the Adjutant (Captain Stewart) & the
10 (Captain Young) with Company representatives left for YWATAUNG
(5248 - 85M/3) to make the reception & river-crossing arrangements
of the Bn. At 1200 hrs the Bn started to arrive at YWATAUNG & were
debussed. The Bn then crossed the river in DUKWS & RAFTS, & were
all across the river complete with heavy baggage by 1630 hrs. Our
M/T & A/T were left behind with the Brigade M/T & mules & will
remain there throughout our stay in THAYETMYO (4746 - 85M/3). The
river crossing went very smoothly & the length of time was good in
spite of the 40 minute turn-round. On the west bank of the river
Captain Scott of C Coy met the Bn with nine Company guides, who led
them to allotted Coy areas. Our heavy kit was ferried up in M/T &
by 1800 hrs the Bn was complete in their new areas. After a good
hot meal the Bn settled down to enjoy a good nights undisturbed
rest & with the pleasant thought in their minds that there would be
no disturbances through the night, & no Stand-to in the morning.
The first time for 5 months. Two men were admitted to hospital
today & one man rejoined from the ADS. Approximately 90
reinforcements, ex-hospital & on leave men were awaiting the Bn in
this new area & will help swell our sorely depleted numbers.
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