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1 DEC 44 - KOHIMA Court Martial of 4615174 Pte Callaghan F. resumed at 53 IGH

KOHIMA and completed. C.0. recces area for two company camp along
Jessami track.

C.0. attends Brigade Conference at 1700 hrs re Brigade Scheme 2-6
Dec 44.

Capt J.R. Stewart takes up Staff attachment at 7 Ind Inf Div. 7
BORs went on leave.

1915 hrs 0 Gp Conference on Bde Exercise "Hope™ at which A & B
Coys were ordered to find two recce patrols to RV at Pt 486721
South of Merema at 1030 hrs and C & D Coys to provide two to RV
at the same point at 1400 hrs. Rest of Bn to RV South of Merema
by 1200 hrs on 3rd Dec 44.

2nd Dec 44 - KOHIMA 0830 hrs C.0. and 10 go to pt 486721 for recce

Patrols of A B C D Coys out all day in areas 480760 474766
468766. Reports collated by 1 Section at patrol bases by 0800 hrs
3 Dec 44. Bn prepare for move to concentration area. 1500 hrs CO
returns from Recce.

3rd Dec 44 - KOHIMA 0745 C.0. leaves for concentration area. 0815 R and O Gps leave
to meet C.O. 0900 hrs Bn marches out to concentration area. 0900
hrs Patrols report no enemy in Cheswema but enemy a Coy strong
hold small feature running S.W. down ridge from CHESWEMA. Dug in
posn found at 470765 with L.M.G. Ffiring South. Section of enemy
located at 481766. 1200 hrs Bn concentrated as follows:- Bn HQ
482742 A Coy 483743 B Coy 481742 C Coy 478741 D Coy 482732. 0.P.
established 485741 patrol base 482742. 1230 hrs Patrols report
800 Japs approx at CHESWEMA but considerable number North of
Keruma. Enemy identified as 51 Regt but reduced by 50%. No early
reinforcement likely. No enemy South of Cheswema. No excessive
movement on BOKAJAN track. Probably 1 full strength Bn there.
1500 hrs C.0. calls R & O Gps and gives following orders ©®
Intention to capture CHESWEMA A & B Coys to form up S.E. of
CHESWEMA A Coy left B Coy right and drive fwd on to CHESWEMA.
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4th Dec 44 - MEREMA

5th Dec 44 - KERUMA

Probable time of start 0930 hrs. D Coy RHQ C Coy to be ready to
move along BOKAJAN track at 1015 hrs. Fire Plan:- 4 Squadrons
Hurri-bombers and whole of 139 Regt RA to blast CHESWEMA H-30 to
H. H - H+5 2 Bties of Mountain Artillery to engage NW of
CHESWEMA .

0001 hrs Patrols of A & C Coys report enemy thinning out and
evacuating CHESWEMA. 0030 hrs O Gp called and attack ordered for
0700 hrs A & B Coys to attack from S.E. C Coy to push along
BOKAJAN TRACK on to pt 465775 and then to send out a fighting
patrol to contact a fighting patrol to be sent out by B Coy on
reaching the objective to the BOKAJAN track. BHQ and D Coy to be
ready to move when these patrols meet and report the road open.
0545 hrs Patrols report further enemy withdrawals

0700 hrs CO"s plan put into action

0930 hrs Road opened by junction of C and B Coy patrols and BHQ
and D Coy move as ordered.

Main body reach 492773 at 1015 hrs. 1100 hrs O Gp called and
ordered to advance with the intention of re-gaining contact with
enemy reported 2,000 strong in area Phekekriema. 1115 Bn advances
along Bokajan track. Order of March C B Mortars BHQ A D. 1400 hrs
D Coy reach 4563. No contact. 1430 hrs Enemy one section strong
reported one mile along track from 4563. Enemy destroyed 1450
hrs. 1530 hrs C Coy meet small arms fire at 435867 with
assistance of Mortars. 1615 hrs One Platoon enemy contacted
435869 and destroyed. 1630 hrs Bn established itself for the
night 435867. 1915 hrs Enemy patrol active against A Coy
perimeter positions. 2000 hrs Jeep ration convoy ambushed at
440853. 7 Jeeps destroyed rations lost. 0530 hrs Patrols report
several verey lights fired by enemy. 0600 hrs P/W Captain
captured. On interrogation reveals he comes from 5 Coy 2 Bn 51
Regt. Said enemy on feature 3339 one Coy strong but main body
withdrawn. 0700 hrs Fighting patrol of A Coy capture point 3339.
0900 hrs Bn moves out to capture ring contour NE of pt 3339. 0920
hrs Leading tps held up by shelling. 0925 hrs Mortars go into
action against ring contour NE 3339. Track east of 3339 shelled
by enemy and impassable.

BHQ moves to foot of 3339 and digs in. Revealed enemy have 2 tps
105 mm*"s and two or more 75 mm"s guns. Coys disposed around crest
of 3339. 0945 hrs Bde Cmdr arrives 3339 for conference with C.O.
and in order to formulate a plan. Ailr strike arranged for 1400
hrs. Decided C & D Coys would attack enemy by left flanking
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6th DEC 44 - BOKAJAN TRACK
- KOHIMA

7th DEC 44 - KOHIMA

8th DEC 44 - KOHIMA

9th DEC 44 - KOHIMA

10th DEC 44 - KOHIMA

11 Dec - KOHIMA

encircling attack and they move off at 1415 hrs with C.0. in
command. The going is very difficult.

1530 hrs C & D Coys reach their position in caves below enemy
position. Arty smoke enemy position. D attempts a frontal
assault, are checked and C Coy attempts an encirclement from the
West in an attempt to get to the rear of enemy. C Coy breaks into
enemy position and exercise ends. Whole battalion bivouac at pt
3339 in non-tactical bivouac.

0630 hrs All bedding ferried back to barracks in MT. 0900 hrs Bn
begin the march back to barracks, in order BHQ C B HQ A D Coys
Mules. 1300 hrs Halt North of Mile 18 and have hot meal. 1400 hrs
March resumed. 1630 hrs Bn arrives back in Camp.

1 man evacuated with Malaria to MDS.

2000 hrs ENSA concert at BDE THEATRE called "WHOOPEE'.

Routine as per Sunday. 1000 hrs Company Comdrs® Conference ® 1030
hrs Conference of all officers, WO"s and NCO"s down to section
comdrs on EXERCISE HOPE.

2 men to hospital. 12 men return from hospital.

Bn detailed to find guard of honour at IMPHAL on 15th DEC 44 and
at KOHIMA on the 18th. 100 men to be selected from A & D Coys.

Lt F.J.G. Macdonald joins the Bn.

Training of Ceremonial Guard begins.

0900 hrs 0C"s B & C Coys and Mortar Officer recce field firing
area at CHAKHABAMA.

6165 Lt/QM Macdonald leaves for 28 days leave in UK. Pioneers go
out to CHAKHABAMA. Lt A.C. Thomas, 2/LT F Dale and two NCO"s
attend course on "Close Quarter Battle' given locally.

2 men returned from hospital. 2 men admitted.

1400 hrs Conference for CO and Company Cmdrs at HQ 89 Ind Inf BDE
on exercise HOPE.

1800 hrs All available officers attend a lecture by Lt Col H.
Grant Taylor on '""Close quarter combat'.

Visit by team of Psychologists 120 tested between 0930 hrs and
1100 hrs. 6 BOR"s leave for 28 days UK leave. 2 discharged from
hospital and 5 admitted. 16 graded BOR"s posted away. Sgt Kennedy
leaves for CHAKALA as an instructor. 1510 hrs 2i/c holds
conference on welfare and UK leave.

REST DAY with Church parade. Team of psychologists again visit Bn
to continue tests. 2 BO"s and 209 BOR"s tested in the two visits.
6 BOR"s return from hospital. 2000 hrs Mobile Cinema visits Unit.
B and C Coys move out to CHAKHABAMA field firing area.

0830 hrs HQ Coy, Cadre, move out to CHAKHABAMA.
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3 men admitted to hospital. 1 man discharged.

A & D Coys practise for ceremonial guard.

Visit by DDOS 7 DIV. CO moves to CHAKHABAMA.

Advance Party for Ceremonial Guard moves to Imphal. 3 men
admitted to hospital. 8 men discharged.

C.0. remains at CHAKHABAMA. Guard leaves for IMPHAL. Three men
admitted to hospital and 7 discharged. 2000 hrs ENSA show at
KOHIMA GARRISON THEATRE. 7 men go on leave.

BRIGADIER visits CO at CHAKHABAMA.

1100 hrs A Coy moves to 7 DIV HQ to dig demonstration defensive
posns. 3 men admitted to hospital, 8 discharged, 1 man goes on
leave.

C.0. at CHAKHABAMA. 1415 Demonstration of defensive positions at
7 DIV HQ. 2i/c, Capts Charlier and Hayes attend. Ceremonial Guard
at IMPHAL under Major Newcome at which medal presentation takes
place.

Capt Wyburn posted to JAMSHEDPUR and S.0.S. accordingly.

CO returns from CHAKHABAMA. Guard returns from IMPHAL. Orders
received for Bn to move to area TAMU.

REST DAY with Church service. B & C Coys march from CHAKHABAMA
during night.

Rehearsals for Medal presentation on KOHIMA AIRSTRIP on 18 DEC.
CO attends. 0815 hrs 50 men of D Coy form part of cordon round
airstrip. 5 men admitted to hospital, 2 discharged.

0900 hrs Presentation of Medals and awards on KOHIMA AIRSTRIP by
Supreme Allied Commander Lord Louis Mountbatten. Cpl Walls
receives Certificate of Gallantry and Sgt Michie the D.C.M. HQ
Coy march in from CHAKHABAMA. 2 men admitted to hospital, 5
discharged, 4 return from leave.

0900 hrs Court Martial of Ptes Bonnar, Brand and Simpson. 1430
C.0."s company cmdrs conference re Bn Move. Bn to move in M.T. on
28 DEC 44. Mules by road on 21 DEC. 4 men to hospital, 6
discharged, 4 return from leave. 1 B.O.R. re-inforcement. C.S.M.
Douglas repatriated on compassionate grounds.

Rest Day for B C & HQ Coys. Lt Prooth to hospital. 4 BORs
admitted to hospital, 6 discharged. 2 BORs despatched on leave. 1
returns from leave.

C.0. visits Animal Transport section at CHAKHABAMA where they
celebrate Christmas.

Lt AC Thomas takes over duties as BDE L.0O. and is struck off
strength accordingly. Capt M Ferguson despatched on leave with 1
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BOR. 2 BORs to hospital, 3 discharged. C/Sgt Fulton despatched to
ENSA.

0900 hrs Summary Trial of Lt DM McGill on charge under Sect 40
neglect to take adequate safety precautions whilst on the range.
Reprimanded. 3 BORs admitted to hospital, 4 discharged.

4 BORs despatched on UK 28 days leave.

Day spent in sports with visit from mobile Cinema at 2000 hrs.
REST DAY. 0930 Voluntary church parade. 1100 hrs to 1630 hrs
P.R.I. runs a horse-racing meeting. 1830 hrs Voluntary Church
service round a bonfire.

Xmas Day. 1000 hrs Drum head service.

1230 hrs C.0. visits company messes & Sgt Mess with Adjutant 2i/c
RQMS RSM and two pipers.

Capt W. Sulis (graded) posted to Deolali.

Preparations for Bn Move.

0700 hrs B & D Coys leave for TAMU in M.T.

0730 hrs C.0. leave for TAMU.

0715 hrs BHQ HQ Coy A & C Coys leave for Palel via IMPHAL. Arrive
PALEL 1600 hrs.

0100 hrs Bn leaves for TAMU. 0740 hrs Arrive staging area South
of TAMU. 1 man evacuated to hospital. C.0. recces training areas.
Bn prepares Camp. Routine kit and equipment inspections. 30 BORs
sent on leave.

2i/c & Adjutant recce range areas.

REST DAY with drum head service at 0930 hrs.

2100 hrs Visit of Mobile Cinema

1600 hrs Major Rose, Black Watch, joined the Bn as 2i/c.

. Culpin

. Culpin

. Culpin

. Culpin

. Culpin
. Culpin
. Culpin
. Culpin
. Culpin

. Culpin

Lt

Lt

Lt

Lt

Lt

Lt

Lt

Lt

Lt

Lt




