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Summary of Events and Information 

 
References to Appendices 

VUGHT 3 Dec 1100 Bn visited by C in C 21 AG Field Marshall Montgomery. 100 men march 
past on parade with 7 Cams, 6 Cams, and 4/5 RSF. C in C addresses 
all officers at Bde HQ at 1200 hrs. Bn told of impending move 
preparatory to fighting in Germany. 

 

VUGHT 7 Dec 0900 Bn moves by MT to area HULZEN to prepare for Op "Shears". Arrive 
HULZEN 2030 hrs. Billets satisfactory. 

 
APPX D. FOLIO 1 

 
HULZEN 

7 Dec 
13 Dec 

 
 

0855 

 
Planning of Op "Shears" with 8 Armd Bde. 
Op "Shears" cancelled. 

 
APPX E. FOLIOS 1,2 & 3 
APPX E. FOLIO 3 

HULZEN 17 Dec 1100 Move to GEILENKIRCHEN area in MT. Take over Bn posns from 7 Cams 
NEIDERHEIDE area. 

APPX E. FOLIO 4 

GANGELT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GANGELT 

21 Dec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 Dec 

1100 Bn moves to GANGELT area takes over line from 3 I.G. of Guard 
Armoured Div. Positions D coy HASTENRATH with under comd 1 tp tanks 
13/18 H, 1 tp 17 pr A tk guns 86 A tk Bty, 1 Pl MMG B coy 7 Manch, 3 
x 3" Mor, 2 x secs Carrier Pl. C coy VINTELEN with 1 tp 13/18 H, 1 
P1 MMG, 3 x 3" mor. A coy GANGELT with 1 pl KEIVELBERG by night. B 
coy GANGELT with Sqn less 2 tps 13/18 H. Bn HQ GANGELT. A tk Pl, Pnr 
Pl GANGELT. 
Amn, Rations, Water dumped in HASTENRATH, GANGELT and VINTELEN to 
implement defensive plan of coy "hedgehog" positions. 

 

GANGELT 22 Dec 0200 Bn HQ area shelled by 210 mm gun. Total 15 shells landed.  
GANGELT 24 Dec 1600 B coy relieves C coy in VINTELEN.  
GANGELT 25 Dec 0500 HASTENRATH and VINTELEN heavily mortared.  
GANGELT 
 
 
 
 
   " 
 
 

28 Dec 0600 
 
 
 
 

0800 
 
 

Enemy starts attack on KIEVELBERG and VINTELEN. All communication 
with KIEVELBERG ceases 0615 hrs. Communication with VINTELEN 
maintained by R/T. Enemy captured KIEVELBERG. Enemy in VINTELEN 
infiltrate into centre of village. B coy stands fast in slit 
trenches to await daylight. 
One tp of SRY (relieved 13/18 H on 25 Dec 44) leave GANGELT and 
proceed up rd to VINTELEN. Enemy resistance pushed back in VINTELEN. 
Enemy in VINTELEN mopped up by B coy, 51 prisoners taken. Situation 
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GANGELT 
 
 
GANGELT 
 
   " 
 
   " 

 
1225 

 
 

1245 
 

1300 
 

1500 

in VINTELEN completely restored by 1100 hrs. 
Counter attack with A coy (2 pls only) and C coy launched on axis rd 
GANGELT-KIEVELBERG with sp from 1 tp tanks on axis rd HASTENRATH-
KIEVELBERG. 
KIEVELBERG recaptured, 27 prisoners. Recovered 2 own dead from 
original garrison of 8 pl A coy. 
OC 8 pl A coy with one man reports B coy having escaped after being 
taken prisoner. 
KIEVELBERG consolidated with C coy occupying. A coy 6 Cams move in 
to replace C coy in defence GANGELT. 

GANGELT 29 Dec 0900 
1600 

 
6 Cams relieve 5 KOSB in Bn posn. This relief was originally to have 
taken place on 28 Dec but was postponed. Bn moves to res in 
SCHINVELD and forms Div mobile col with SRY. 

 

SCHINVELD 30 Dec 0715 Mob Col stand to to move at 1 hrs notice owing to enemy attack at 
TRIPSRATH. 

 

    " 31 Dec 1300 Bn have Xmas and New Year Dinner at HENDRIK Colliery. 
 
                             D.J. Barron Capt Adjt for Lt. Col. 
                             Comd 5th.Bn.The K.O.S.B. 
 

 

 


