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1st MARCH - TWINYWA

2nd MARCH - TWINYWA

Our normal patrols returned from KANBAUK (2162 Sheet 4) & NAKYO-
AING (1865 Sheet 4) and also the contact patrol to meet the 4/8th
Gurkhas at KINKA (1660 Sheet 4), all returning with reports of
having seen no movements of the enemy at all. The pioneer pl were
kept busy today, finishing off the crosses for the graves of our
dead, & also trying to find any through channels between the
sandbanks on the river, for craft with a draught of 3" to 6 feet.
Our jeeps & 15 cwts are at last getting their much needed
maintenance, & the mules now do the hard work bringing rations &
water etc. At 1000hrs a message was received from Bde HQ saying
that the Army Commander was coming to visit us. This was later
cancelled due to something more urgent requiring the Army
Commander”s attention. The Commanding Officer (Lt Col Conder)
went forward to see the 4/8 Gurkhas & took a look at the ground
in front. On his return, he held an "0" Group, during which he
put his Officers in the picture as to what was happening on the
other sectors of our Army front so that they, in turn, could pass
it on to the men, & let them see, just how well other Divisions
were doing, & to show them our rate of progress. Training has
again started & the men are now fully recovered after the last
hectic few days, with the inactivity we are now experiencing.
There is still no sign of us moving. A lot of the men are
suffering from Cactus sores, which have become poisoned. One man
was admitted to hospital & 14 rejoined Bn from the hospital
today. Six men returned from leave. Mr Prooth rejoined the Bn
today, having finished his job of bringing up the Battalion’s
spare kit.

After a very quiet night patrols started returning & once again
had nothing to report, having seen no enemy. Training still
continues, & the burnt out village of MONATKON (1663 Sheet 4) is
being used to practice coys to a drill in taking villages with
tanks in support. This drill we hope will avoid unnecessary
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3rd MARCH - TWINYWA

- TWINYWA

casualties, & at the same time train our reinforcements to the
safest & best method of tank & infantry co-operation. Major JAMES
arrived bringing with him 28 OR reinforcements. Major James took
over command of A Company, & Major HAYES, recently promoted after
the battle, reverted to Captain & remained as his second in
command. The reinforcements were distributed to the Rifle
Companies & helped to bring their strengths up to the W/E. At
1500hrs the Commanding Officer (Lt Colonel Conder) was called to
Bde for an "0 Group'. On his return at 1620hrs he once more put
his officers in the picture as to the general situation on the
14th Army front. The usual patrols for the night were found from
B Company & they left at about 1945hrs. Five men were evacuated
to hospital & 9 men returned from hospital. Two men returned from
leave.

After stand-down in the morning, our patrols returned with a
negative report — Kit from our rear dump was ferried up to the Bn
area today, so that companies could sort out the stuff they
wanted to keep etc. The 2/1/C (Major Rose) went to Divisional HQ
for canteen stores & to arrange amenities for the men. He
returned at midday, bringing with him a W.A.S_Bie canteen. The
Companies sent 1/3rd of their strength to this canteen at a time,
& so the men stocked up with soap, razor blades, cigarettes etc.
Our own PRT canteen had also obtained some stores making a hay-
day of it. The 2/1/C also laid on a cinema show for the Bn at
some future date, possibly in a day or two. A Toc H
representative arrived, & toured the Companies giving them a
gramophone recital. As per yesterday, the CO was called to Bde in
the early afternoon, & on his return, held an R & O group at 1600
hrs.

The Brigade Group was moving forward, & the Bn are to move to the
area of the villages of NYAUNGHLA (1657 — Sheet 4) SHWEKYAUNG
(1655 — Sheet 4). The Bn is still to remain iIn reserve & has the
role of protecting Bde HQ & the guns. Our patrolling will be
active & extends well to the EAST, whilst on the other hand our
right hand patrol boundary, ie to the WEST, includes the west
bank of the River Irrawaddy. This rather surprised everyone, but
the explanation was forthcoming from the C.O. Since we are the
foremost Bde in the Division, & furthest SOUTH, we have to hold
hard until the Japs on the west bank of the Irrawaddy either
withdraw to the SOUTH or clear out to the EAST across the river,
otherwise we run past them, &, we being spread out, it would give
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4th MARCH - TWINYWA -

NYAUNGHLA.

the Nippon an excellent opportunity to cross the river & slip in
behind us. To support us with our patrols crossing the river we
have a detachment of a Special Operations Group (S5.0.G.) who will
be responsible for our safe arrival on the WEST bank. The idea
is, that our patrols probe & pinpoint the enemy positions, find
out his approx strength, then go over to harass & as we say here
— "To play silly buggers.™ It proves to be an interesting time in
the future, & everybody is as keen as mustard to have first
crack. The time given out for the Bn to start was 0800hrs, which
leaves ample time for our patrols to return & be able to get
washed & shaved & have a good breakfast before moving off.
Throughout the day training & sorting out of kit was in full
swing. One man only was evacuated to hospital today.

At 0800 hrs the Bn moved out in the following order of march
preceded by the CO (Lt-Col Conder) & his R&0 group, who went on
to our destination in jeeps. B Coy, A Coy, C Coy, Bn HQ, HQ Coy,
Admin Coys, D Coy, followed up by the spare mules not with
companies. Bn spare kit was to be ferried forward to NYAUNGHLA
(159570 - Sheet 4). We had 5 - 3 tonners allotted to us for this
purpose from the Divisional GPT Company. On arrival at NYAUNGHLA,
the CO made another recce, putting the Coy Commanders in the
picture, whilst on the ground. Company 2/1/C having been out the
day previous with the CO knew where to lead their respective
companies to, & so saved a lot of trouble. On arrival, the Bn was
disposed on the ground as follows. (All references are on Sheet
4) Bn HQ - 159565, C Coy - 166568 & D Coy - 160562. In support we
have the 136 Fd Regt with the guns disposed on our Bn area, & 2
sections of MMG. No 2 Section of SRU unit & 1 Pl of S.0.G. are
under Command of us. The remainder of the day was spent on
digging in, & improving positions. At 1700 hrs the CO held an R&O
group & informed us D Coy would be the company used for the
patrolling across the river & that they would work In conjunction
with the S.0.G. people, & start practicing with boats etc, & get
to know each other very well. Other companies would be
responsible for the deep patrolling to the EAST, & would also
practice watermanship & river-crossing patrol tactics. A Coy of
Barodas also came under command of us & were located at 164572.
Bde HQ was situated in the village of NYAUNGHLA as were
Regimental HQ of 136 Field Regt at 158572 - Sheet 4. One man to
hospital & 4 men rejoined from hospital.
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5th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA.

6th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA.

The usual contact & fighting patrols returned with negative
reports on the enemy®s movement. Reports of wells, tanks &
chaungs with water in them were submitted to Bde HQ to pass on to
other units so that they could make full use of the information.
Water is extremely scarce & a tactical consideration these days.
Improvement of positions, camouflaging, & making shades
continues. Weapon testing & training is also in full swing since
we are now in a static position. D Coy under Major Turnbull is in
co-operation with the Special Operations Group, really getting
down to this Commando business & are certainly tackling their new
task with enthusiasm. The River IRRAWADDY has many sandbanks, &
tricky currents which have to be overcome, & the question of
getting patrols across this large river is going to be very
tricky indeed. The Commanding Officer (Lt-Col Conder), if
conditions are favourable tonight, is going to send 4 patrols
across the river. If conditions are not suitable, D Coy patrols
will continue to practice landings at night. Capt Denton joined
us today & was accompanied with 4 BOR reinforcements. He took
over from Captain Culpin as 2/1/C of D Coy. 1 Man was admitted to
hospital, & 4 men rejoined from hospital today.

At 0800 hrs our usual jeep patrol set off on its cross-country
round via the following route. To KINKA - 1659 Sheet 4, then to
LENETT - 2560 Sheet 6, THEPYINTAW - 2757 - Sheet 6, KANGYIKON
2756 Sheet 6 then along the chaung, & so home to NYAUNGHLA
(159570) Sheet 4, either cross country, or by coming up the main
road through SHNEKYAUNG (160558) - Sheet 6). The main object of
this patrol is to see that no japs are floating around that area,
if so to deal with them, & also to locate any valuable water &
report its location to higher authorities.

Last night was not suitable for the patrols going across the
river, but it looks more promising today, & with a spot of luck
we may get the 4 patrols across. The Mobile cinema arrived this
afternoon & we converted a stone building into a veritable
"Pavilion". Shows will have to be given in daylight, & this is
easily arranged since the Pioneer Platoon invented a blackout
arrangement. In the early evening the CO (Lt-Colonel Conder)
decided that conditions were suitable for the crossing, & so all
preliminary arrangements were made in the way of food, water,
ammo, engines & boat checks & the final instructions to the
patrols. At 1900 hrs all was set for the journey & off they set.
Now for the layout & object of those patrols - Very little
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- NYAUNGHLA

information is available about Japanese stragglers or locations
on the WEST side of the IRRAWADDY, round about the LANYWA area

( ). Now, we on this side of the river cannot advance
any further meantime, due to the fact that there is nothing to
prevent the Japs also doing a river-crossing & cutting us off,
not to mention, endangering our bridgehead. - To avoid this, the
only thing to do is to probe the LANYWA area & get that urgently
required information, thus the task was allotted to us, & so the
patrol already detailed. The patrol commanders were as follows -
from D Coy Capt Culpin, Lieut Hewitt, & Cpl Taylor. - The S.0.G.
patrol commander was Lt. Comdr Strange (Canada) & his patrol
consisted purely of S.0.G. personnel. This patrol, being
specialists at the job, went across the river on surf-boards, the
men themselves having "slippers" on their hands & feet, to help
propel the board forward. Let"s deal with this patrol first.
Leaving from our beach at NYAUNGHLA (159570 - Sheet 4) they
glided silently & swiftly into the darkness, & made for the West
bank to a selected point we called OBAN (123498 - Sheet ). From
this point they were to go to a point 120479 - Sheet where they
were to lie up & observe enemy movements etc. Unfortunately when
approaching OBAN, this patrol on their surf-boards, were caught
in a very swift current, with the result Lt Comdr Strange was the
only one who managed to land. He stayed alone & continued to
carry out his task unaided - An extremely good show. The
remainder were whisked downstream until they eventually found an
island, across which they walked & eventually made their way back
to base at about 0100 hrs the following morning. Lieut Hewitt &
his patrol were also to land at OBAN, but they too met the same
current, & were lucky to get back to base. Capt Culpin & Cpl
Taylor®s boats managed with a lot of difficulty to land south of
OBAN, at a place we called PERTH (124497 Sheet ). Capt Culpin®s
patrol had to make their way across country to the high ground
overlooking LANYWA, take up position there & to observe all enemy
movements. Cpl Taylor®s patrol also cut across country to high
ground dominating the village & oilwells at LANYWA at approx
(096467 - Sheet ). Captain Culpin®s objective was point 372, the
high ground in the middle of cultivated ground at 095456 -

Sheet ). Up to midnight no communication was made, & all we know
at present is that they managed to land safely. Their boats
brought this message back when they returned at approximately
2300 hrs. Four men were admitted to hospital today.
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7th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

8th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

- NYAUNGHLA

Normal cross-country patrols returned to Bn base area, having
been unsuccessful in encountering any Nippons. Training still
continues by all coys iIn watermanship, & since we have now
collected a weird & varied amount of Burmese country craft there
is no time lag on the training programme. So far, no news of our
patrols on the WEST bank of the IRRAWADDY has been received, so
we hope that good news will soon reach us. All arrangements are
being made with S.0.G. for tonight"s task of bringing our patrols
back from the WEST bank of the River. A mobile cinema arrived
yesterday & today the first performance was shown to about 180
men. The only house we have suitable iIn this area can only hold
90 men at a time, & so we ran a show in the morning, & one in the
afternoon. Seven men were admitted to hospital today & eight men
rejoined the Bn from hospital today.

At about 0830 hrs Cpl Taylor®s patrol returned from the other
side of the river, & the briefing of his patrol produced
excellent information. He maintained that LANYWA (1146 - )}
itself was like a deserted ghost town, & roughly speaking, was
only occupied by a few Japs in the North end of the village near
the river at (1247 - ). At about 1000 hrs Lieu-Comdr
Strange returned, having done an excellent one man patrol. He had
not seen much in the way of movement, but reported that 3 Japs
had gone to a shed & fed 5 mules, in approx the same area as Sgt
Taylor thought to be held. Strange also reported that 2 & 3 man
Jap recce patrols were operating in all the chaungs north of
LANYWA, but did not appear to have any definite object in view,
except probably to watch the river & see that we sent no patrols
over to their side unopposed. Capt Culpin of D Coy & his patrol
were not to hand by 1400 hrs, but our OP reported some BORs in a
boat, being towed along the banks of the island at approx (135556
- Sheet 6). This later proved to be Capt Culpin & his patrol,
avoiding the current, having acquired the services of a Burman to
haul him back to the Bn base. Capt Culpin & his patrol did a very
extensive patrol, having covered a wide area all round LANYWA. He
confirmed about the village itself being deserted, or appearing
to be so, & informed the CO (Lt Col Conder) that to the WEST & NW
of LANYWA were defences well dug & in abundance. He had seen no
actual Japs but confirmed about having seen footprints in all the
chaungs leading to the river. He also reported having seen a
steamer tied up at LANYWA but which had disappeared into some
hideout on the WEST side of the river, not to be seen again
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9th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

throughout that day. During the night 7th/8th he had seen what
appeared to be a steamer with an electric arc-lamp & navigation
lights, travelling across the river from West to East. The
general deduction from these 3 patrols was that the Jap had held
Lanywa In strength but in view of our advance from the EAST bank
& the possibility of their being cut off by us, they had thinned
out, & were probably making a strong defensive position in CHAUK
(1138 - Sheet 84L/13), leaving only a small, well dug in
detachment in LANYWA. The normal routine patrols were found by B
Coys pl & sent out at dusk. The cinema is in full swing & the men
are bucked at having some entertainments once more. Two men went
to hospital today, & one rejoined from hospital. One
reinforcement also joined us today.

Normal night & contact patrols returned at first light, & still
had nothing to report. The thing that puzzles us is that the Jap
hasn"t yet tried to get round our Eastern flank &, although we
send out nightly patrols to the EAST, there is absolutely no
sense of his probing or patrolling our way. One of these days, we
may strike lucky, & if we do meet him the patrols will certainly
touch them up a bit, since they have been so disappointed so
often. As a result of a report received, we discovered that on
the night of the 8th/9th 10 Japs had set an ambush for a patrol
of ours, which they thought were going to try & cross the river
from a point at (122551 - Sheet 4). Actually we had only been
enquiring into the possibility of leaving from that point in
country craft, this information being passed on to the Japs by
some Burmans. - The CO (Lieut Col Conder) decided that the thing
to do was to get some Burmans into Bn HQ, &, with the co-
operation of our BIC interpreter to make believe that we fully
intended to send a recce patrol of 4 men over to the west bank
that night 1e 9th March. The Burmans agreed, & a time & RV at
(122551 - Sheet 4) was arranged. We hoped that the Burmans would
once again broadcast the news to the Jap, who we also hoped would
lay another ambush. At 1900 hrs Lieut Macdonald & his platoon
from B Coy went over to the island to lay an ambush for the
ambushers.

We also sent a section with 2 Brens down to (127537 - Sheet 4) to
act as a stop gap in case the Jap managed to escape by the river
to the SOUTH. An Arty programme was also laid on to support this
platoon, & so all we need now is results. Up to midnight, reports
came of light flicking on & off on the WEST bank of the river.
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10th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

11th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

These we suspect are only villagers®™ fires, since they still
occupy that area. Two men admitted to hospital, 2 men are
charged, 2 men proceeded on 28 day UK leave, & 3 NCOs left to go
as iInstructors to Comilla on a reinforcement camp.

After a very quiet night, our contact & standing patrols returned
with negative reports. Our ambush party under Lieut Macdonald of
B Coy returned from Watch Island (1356 - Sheet 4) as we"ve now
called it. He had no luck at all, & either the Japs hadn"t
received our bogus information, or else they twigged our little
game. Lieut Macdonald left a recce patrol on the southern tip of
Watch Island at approx (123552 - Sheet 4), to observe for enemy
movements & see that no Japs landed on the island without our
knowing it. This party withdrew at 1500 hrs as ordered, having
seen nothing. The Commanding Officer (Lt-Col Conder) went to a
conference at Bde HQ today, & on his return held an R&0 group. He
put us thoroughly in the picture as to how we were faring on
other fronts, also how the enemy was reacting to our successes.
The Jap is having a hard time of it & from all accounts is
withdrawing in our direction. We it appears are the anvil, on
which the Japs will knock against before the hammer drive comes
from the NORTH to knock him out of existence. As a result of the
COs conference, 1 Pl of D Coy was established on Watch Island as
a base for our patrols going to the WEST bank of the IRRAWADDY, &
also to prevent the Jap from occupying it. A Coy is finding the
normal patrols tonight. - Training with the boats etc still
continues, & over & above, drill, PT, & field training is in full
swing to keep the men up to scratch. The men are in good heart, &
are progressing favourably at Combined Ops! Six men were admitted
to hospital & 3 returned from hospital today. One man returned
from leave also.

After our normal patrols had returned to base, C Coy were almost
ready to send out a mobile patrol to tour around the country side
to the EAST with the furthermost at the village of YWATHIT (2852
- Sheet 6) at the foothills. This patrol returned after an
extensive tour having had no luck In meeting up with some
Nippons. At 0900 hrs the C.0. (Lt Col Conder) went out on a recce
to practically the same area, also looking over the high ground,
with a view to having a clear picture of the topography &
tactical ground, should we be called upon to counter-attack the
Jap, should a threat arise. The CO returned to base at about 1345
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- NYAUNGHLA

12th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

hrs after a very successful recce. - Our own M/T personnel now
man the country craft, fitted with Chore-horse engines, for the
purpose of taking food etc across to our patrol base on WATCH
ISLAND. - They are quite dab hands at manipulating these very
temperamental engines. At 1430 hrs the CO held an R&0 group, put
us in the picture, explaining that we may remain in this area for
as much as a month, & outlayed his plan for future patrolling on
the West bank of the IRRAWADDY. For patrols operation across the
river on the night 11th/12th, he made the following plan. Lieut
Hewitt & his platoon from D Coy were to cross to WATCH Island in
the early evening, & lie up prior to crossing to oban (123498 -
Sheet 3) tonight. At 1900 hrs he moved off in 2 country craft, &
4 assault boats (all power driven) with his pl + 1 Section from
the Platoon on Watch Island for OBAN, with adequate facilities
for communications, ie 2 48 sets. He also had Stretcher-bearers
with him. A series of relays from OBAN to Watch Island thence to
Bn HQ was laid on, so that he should be in touch with them at all
times. Their departure went off OK, but at 2130 hrs, a very wet &
bedraggled party of men under Sgt Brooks returned to the Bn area
& reported that his boat had sunk with him at approx (124549 -
Sheet 4) & that they had lost all their weapons. All the men
returned safely. Since we had no more available boats at the
time, he had to wait until the others returned from dropping the
main body at OBAN. These did not return by midnight, & so the CO
ordered Sgt Brooks®™ party to rest, & that he would make
arrangements for their rejoining the patrol tomorrow. Three
signallers with a 48 set, who were to act as a relay station,
lost themselves on the island, & had not reported to the patrol
base by midnight. So far, one or two mishaps have hindered us,
but since we have been prepared for such things, we take them all
on the chin OK. Two men were admitted to hospital today & 1 man
discharged, rejoined us.

Sgt Brooks® party left this side of the river at first light, &
proceeded to OBAN (123498 - Sheet 3) to rejoin Lieut Hewitt & his
Platoon. 2 Platoons of C Coy proceeded over to Watch Island to
relieve D Coys platoon, prior to their sending 1 Platoon & 1
Section over to the WEST bank of the IRRAWADDY to relieve Lieut
Hewitt"s platoon on the night of the 13th/14th March. Our normal
patrols returned with nothing to report. As a result of a report
from Bde HQ, we sent out 1 Platoon to the village of CHAUNGWA
(3050 - Sheet 6) where it was reported that 25 JAPS had arrived

J.R Stewart Capt & Adj

J.R Stewart Capt & Adj




- NYAUNGHLA

13th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

- NYAUNGHLA

14th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

there the day before. This patrol left at 0800 hrs, & after
reporting the village & areas round about clear were ordered to
return to the Bn. Lt Thomas commanded this patrol. The C.0. (Lt-
Col Conder) & the Adjutant (Capt Stewart) went over to watch
island to have a look at the WEST side of the river with a view
to sending landing patrols across the river, slightly NORTH, at
approximately (10~-109562 - Sheet 4). The Commanding Officer 1is
now changing Companies around in view of the fact that each
Company now takes its turn at patrolling across the river. D
Company has now taken over C Coys area, & C Coy are now in
reserve, but to the river patrols & patrols on the WEST bank of
the river. Late in the afternoon, reports were received from
Lieut Hewitt that his patrols had recced as far SOUTH as the
chaung opposite the 1.B.P. Depot at (124463 - Chauk 3) & had seen
no enemy. No further word was received up to midnight from this
patrol. We had intimation that No 3189859 Pte Johnstone of D Coy
had died of smallpox. Two men were admitted to hospital today.

Throughout the night all was quiet (except for the guns in our
perimeter putting down harassing fire), & our normal patrols
returned with NES reports. C Coy were busy making preparations
for their Platoon to go over & relieve D Coy platoon tonight.
Reports received from Lieut Hewitt showed that he had got right
into LANYWA to a point at (115457 - 84L/13) & had seen no enemy
movement at all, & that he was extending his patrols SOUTH &
WEST. Our patrol to CHUNGSHI - (2952 Sheet 6) reached there OK &
reported NES. Other villages were searched on road back with NTR.
B Coy were busily training on the river all day, since they are
next on the list for river patrols, & relieve C Coy in a day or
two"s time. Our 4 pipers returned from the Gordons today, having
spent 2 days practicing with their pipe band & having partaken in
playing "Retreat”. Three men admitted to hospital, & 4 men
rejoined the Bn having been discharged from hospital. Seventeen
reinforcements joined the Bn today.

A Company sent out a mobile patrol of 1 Platoon strength, under
command of Lieut Thomas, who set out to patrol the area round
about the village of CHAUNGWA (3050 - Sheet 6), & see if they
could contact any Nippons. Last night a platoon & 1 section
commanded by Lieut Arnott of C Coy relieved the D Coy platoon of
Lieut Hewitt. The C Coy lot were landed safely at OBAN (123498 -
Chauk 3) at about 2130 hrs on the night 13th/14th, but
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- NYAUNGHLA

- NYAUNGHLA

unfortunately, the people returning to the Bn base did not get
back so easily. The boats when loaded have great difficulty in
coming upstream of the IRRAWADDY due to the current, &
periodically the men have to be dropped on the various little
islands in mid-stream, & they have to walk as far as possible
before having another lift in the boats. Two of the returning
boats struck a sandbar, & this little lot were marooned for
several hours. The whole party eventually arrived back at about
1100 hrs this morning after a very tiring journey back. - One man
had to be treated for exposure on arrival. At about 1400 hrs Sgt
Pendleton of A Coy, the Platoon Sgt with Lieut Thomas, returned,
& reported to Bn HQ, complete with his transport & patrol, less
Lieut Thomas, 2 men & 1 BIC bombardier. What had happened was
this! Sgt Pendleton had been out on a recce patrol on the high
ground at approx (3053 - Sheet 6) whilst Lieut Thomas & 3 men had
gone on to the other side of the foothills to see if they could
spot any enemy. The MT had been left at CHAUNGSHI (2952 - Sheet
6). Pendleton saw between 40 or 50 Japs come from the South &
travelling Northwards through CHAUNGSHI. Pendleton was about
1000* yards from these Japs, & since he saw they were proceeding
towards the MT base & our 22 set, he thought he had better get
Lieut Thomas & warn him. Lieut Thomas couldn’t be found & so
Pendleton, on previously arranged orders, withdrew, & got the
patrol & the MT back to the Bn base. The CO (Lt Col Conder) then
ordered out another patrol to go back with a view to getting
Lieut Thomas & his men out, & also to watch this Jap[ party”s
movements, & to follow them. This party met Lieut Thomas half-way
back, & it was then discussed that the Japs were none other than
a Coy of Gurkhas from another Brigade, who were operating in our
patrol area. This was a very easy mistake to make, since Japs &
Gurkhas are similarly featured, & also of a similar stature, &
also, since we hadn"t been warned of the patrol operating in our
area, it was only natural to assume that they were Japs. -
Meanwhile, Lieut Arnott"s people on the WEST bank of the river
were having fun. He had sent a patrol down into LAYWA (1146 -
Sheet 3), & had been fired on from a position at approx (117464 -
Sheet 3) by 2 Machine guns & an unknown number of rifles. We
sustained 1 Casualty, Pte Buchan being Killed in the clash. His
body was not recoverable since it was in open ground & was
covered by machine-gun fire. Unfortunately he had maps on him & a
list of Bn code names that we use for these particular patrols.
Later another patrol was sent out to recce the high ground at pt
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15th MARCH - NYAUNGHLA

372 (0945 Chauk Sheet 3) & its immediate area. The patrol found
newly dug positions, but found them unoccupied. Small temporary
Bashas that the Japs use were found in the open paddy ground to
the SOUTH. These were new also since our previous patrols had
been all over this area, & had seen nothing of this before. It
was obvious that the Jap was preparing positions which could be
used, If our troops advanced on LANYWA from the NORTH. -
Previously no enemy activity was seen in this area, except for 2-
3 men recce patrols, but it looks as if he is building up in this
area for something. The patrol returned via the Pagoda at (123472
- Chauk - 3) & were immediately fired on by 2 grenade-cup
dischargers, 2 LMGs & some rifles. Pte Taylor was killed in this
outburst, & his body was recovered immediately. The queer thing
about this enemy occupation was that the patrol had passed thro
this area on their way out, a short time previously & there were
NO enemy in the area then. The patrol returned to base after
further investigation. We got the gunners onto this target &
neutralised the area. It was later confirmed by S.0.G. that their
patrol down the IRRAWADDY to CHAUK ( - Sheet 3 ) had seen
100 Japs cross the river & land at LANYWA the night before. - Due
to the fact that it takes so long to come upstream, we didn"t
receive the information until it was nearly too late. - It must
have been these 100 Japs that C Coy patrols met. One man to
hospital today & 3 rejoined Bn on being discharge from hospital.
Seventeen reinforcements arrived today, being mostly Royal
Inniskilling Fusiliers. Up to midnight no further communication
was had with C Coy platoon, although the CO wanted urgently to
get word through to Lieut Arnott to withdraw to KYAUKSAUNG -
113534 Sheet 4 - & not get involved in a battle.

A Coy sent out another mobile patrol to CHAUNGWA (3050 - Sheet 6)
to patrol the area of the foothills, since it is becoming more
evident that the JAP is concentrating more & more & has forces to
the EAST. So far we have had no luck in contacting any Nippons,
but one of these days we may run into him. Normal fighting recce
& standing patrols returned just after 1st light, with nothing to
report. B Company are preparing to send a platoon under Lieut
Playle to relieve Lieut Arnott of C Company platoon, at
KYAUKSAUNG (113534 Sheet 4) at about 1800 hrs tonight. Remainder
of the Companies are still practicing hard with the boats, & are
speedily becoming more & more efficient at it. The COs (Lt Col
Conder) idea is also to have every non-swimmer taught, so that by
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the time we leave here, every man will be fully trained for river
operations. At 1500 hrs, the Corps Commander - Lieut General F.
Messervy, landed on the Bde airstrip at (165554 - Sheet 6) in an
L5, with a view to visiting the Battalion. He visited A, B & D
Coys & was very pleased with what he saw. At 1700 hrs, Lieut
Playle & his men set out iIn power-driven assault boats, &
eventually arrived at KYAUKSAUNG by 1900 hrs. The change over
took place without a hitch, & by 1930 hrs, the last boat load of
Lieut Arnott"s Platoon had cleared the WEST bank of the
IRRAWADDY. They landed on Watch Island at pt (123552 - Sheet 4),
& stayed there till the following morning. No further
communication was had with S18 (Lieut Playle) until the following
morning. Two men were admitted to hospital today.

At about 0630 hrs the usual Atmospheric depression lifted & we
got communication with S18 (Lieut Playles platoon on WEST bank of
the IRRAWADDY) & from their reports had spent a very quiet night.
Normal patrols returned with NES reports. A platoon from D
Company relieved A Coys from the task of sending out mobile
patrols to CHAUNGWA (3050 Sheet 6). They left at 0800 hrs, &
eventually returned in the afternoon, having discovered nothing
in spite of a very extensive search. At 0900 hrs a message was
received from our S18 patrol with a Sitrep. He had sent a patrol
to ROSYTH NULLA (117521 - Sheet 4) but had seen no enemy. Another
patrol to "GLASGOW'™ NULLAH (120501 - Sheet 4) saw no enemy. A
further recce patrol to "MELROSE"™ (125479 - Sheet 4) met nothing
at all_. At 1400 hrs we also received a further sitrep which
contained the following information. Patrols went further along
the ROSYTH NULLA & found some old diggings, & also newly dug
positions at (108508 - Sheet 4) consisting of 5 pits & a crawl
trench. No activity was seen at the hill features which we called
NEVIS (095484 - Sheet 4) & LOMOND (096473 - Sheet 4), but some
movement was observed at point 117484 - Sheet 4, but since they
were so far away they couldn®t identify whether they were Burmans
or JAPS. They were investigating. Later in the evening another
report was received to say that their patrol near MELROSE had
seen a boat with 7 Burmans on the island which we called SKYE
(1349 - Sheet 4), who appeared unarmed. We always treat Burmans
as Japs, since so many cases of JAPS dressed up as Burmans have
ambushed our troops. Throughout the night no further reports were
received from S18. At 2130 hrs we were informed that 500 Bty were
moving out forward to snipe some JAP guns, & consequently B Coy
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was warned to have a platoon standing by to go out with the guns
as local protection, for 0630 hrs - 0700 hrs next morning. Two
men were admitted to hospital today. Lieut Killip was repatriated
today & Lieut Henderson relieved him & became Bn Signal Officer.

After a very quiet night our standing patrols & road opening
patrols returned with nothing to report. Communication was
established with our S18 patrol who apparently had a very quiet
night. He (Lieut Playle) had sent out some patrols but
communications faded & we did not get their objectives. Sgt Bell
& 7 men from D Coy went out on a mobile jeep patrol to CHAUNGWA
(3050 - Sheet 6) to investigate a report that some Japs had been
seen there. This patrol approached CHAUNGWA from the South,
having proceeded along the CHAUNGMAGYI-CHAUNG, which was an
excellent covered approach. Sgt Bell left his jeeps in the chaung
jJust SOUTH of the village & with his patrol advanced on the
outskirts of the village. About 100 yards from the village there
is a basha which is not marked on the map, & from this house, the
Jap opened up on them at about 20 yards range. Sgt Bell who was
in the lead nearly bought it, but managed to fire a shot at a
Jap, which, although it went wide, allowed Bell to take up a
decent fire position, & placed a well aimed shot through the Japs
head. Somebody else was firing from inside the basha, so grenades
(HE) & smoke were lobbed inside. Screams were heard coming from
the inside, but nobody broke for open ground. The basha was well
ablaze when Bell & his patrol looked inside it to discover 2
other dead bodies in the flames. He then scouted round a bit but
couldn®t find any more Nippons, so he started off for the village
of CHAUNGSHI (2952 - Sheet 6) which also proved empty. He then
returned to the Bn to make his report. On the strength of this
report & also a report that approx 7 Japs nightly visited the
village of CHAUNGSHI, the C.0. (Lt Col Conder) decided to send
out an ambush party under command of Lieut Fleming of A Coy to
see if we could put this little party of Nippons in the bag.

The patrol party went out at dusk & returned about 2230 hrs,
having seen no enemy. The CO (Lieut-Col Conder) went up in an L5
aircraft to reconnoitre across the river, & also to have a look
at the area, which we were to take over from the 1/11 SIKHS in
the course of a day or two. This area is approx at pt 464 (223496
- Sheet 6) with 2 Coys outlying near the village of TETMA (309450
- 84L/13). At 1500 hrs Major Courtenay-Hood, (B Coy), borrowed a
motor-launch from the Indian Engineers, & took over rations &
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wire to his patrol on the WEST bank of the IRRAWADDY. Patrols
were practically the same as yesterday, but had not yet returned
by the time he left which was at 1700 hrs. The Commanding Officer
held a NCOs Promotion Board today to make up our deficiencies.
Two men were admitted to hospital, & 12 rejoined the Bn from
hospital today. One reinforcement also rejoined, & Pte Clarke
arrived back under escort.

A battle was going to take place to our SOUTH, & so 2 Platoons of
A Coy were picked up by the gunners at 0550 hrs this morning to
act as local protection for them. B Coy already had sent a
fighting patrol out at 0300 hrs to the area of the high ground
SOUTH of the chaung at approximately (175535 - Sheet 4). This
patrol cleared the area & awaited the arrival of A Coys 2
Platoons & the guns, before returning to the Battalion. Normal
patrols returned at first light with N.E.S. reports. D Coy found
the mobile jeep patrol to CHAUNGSHI (2952 - Sheet 6) CHAUNGWA
(3050 - Sheet 6) & YWATHIT (2853 - Sheet 6) but returned at about
1500 hrs having seen nothing of interest.

At 0900 hrs the Commanding Officer (Lt Col Conder) & Captain
Young the 1.0. left with an escort in jeeps to go to the 1/11
Sikhs positions to arrange details of the hand over. The C.O. was
not happy about having 2 of his companies at TETMA (3045 -
84L/13) since a company of 7/2nd Punjabis from 114 Bde had now
been withdrawn from the high ground at (pt 1186 - 3247). The C.O.
reckoned that the Jap could use this as an OP for his arty, & so
he rung up the Brigadier & asked for permission to put his Coys
somewhere else. His request was refused by the Brigadier, in
spite of the CO pointing out that it was redundant, since every
movement could be seen by the Jap. The 1/11 Sikhs were shelled
that night in TETMA, fire having been directed from pt 1186, &
now the Brigadier has given permission to recce new positions!!
At 1300 hrs the R&0 groups moved out to meet the CO & to liaise
with their opposite numbers, regarding positions etc. The party
returned at 1700 hrs, followed later by the C.0. who had been
arranging with our gunner the D.F. tasks he required. Our S18
patrol was still doing extensive recce & patrols but had met no
enemy opposition around LANYWA (1146 - CHAUK 3). Rations, wire &
wireless batteries were taken over in the afternoon, & the QMs
party reported them to be in good heart. Three men were admitted
to hospital today, & 1 man returned from hospital. An issue of 6
air-letter cards per man was received today, & distributed to the
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Companies. Divisional Amenities provided 5 bottles of Rum for the
Battalion. The mail situation is not so good these days, but we
had an explanation given that it was caused in the rear areas &
had been attended to.

Normal perimeter & standing patrols returned to the Bn having had
a quiet unexciting night, & nothing to report. At 0300 hrs this
morning a patrol went forward to search & clear the area of MY-U-
BIN (1653 - Sheet 4) so that the guns could go forward to get the
extra range for counter-battery work. They returned about 0930
hrs. The CO of the 1/11 Sikhs liaised with our CO (Lt-Col Conder)
in our area about the change over, & the CO took Lt-Col Spinks
round the area & over the WATCH ISLAND. Throughout the morning
representatives arrived to look over our positions & to be put in
the picture regarding the river-crossing & patrolling on the WEST
bank of the IRRAWADDY. During the course of the afternoon word
was received from Bde HQ that the change-over was postponed for
24 hrs. This means that we move out on the 21st now & not the
20th as previously arranged. The Gordons (now Tanks) have one
squadron harbouring in our area today, prior to moving out on the
20th to support the 4/8th Gurkhas in a battle. At 1330 hrs, our
normal jeep patrol to the EAST returned with nothing to report.
At 1400 hrs the General (Div Commander - Major General Evans DSO)
paid us a visit & was pleased to see the men in good heart. At
1630 hrs a platoon of the 1/11th Sikhs moved out in boats to
relieve our platoon under command of Lieut Playle on the WEST
bank of the river at KYAUKSAUNG (1153 - Sheet 4). This move was
carried out successfully & Lt Playle & his platoon arrived at the
Bn Base at about 2000 hrs. Nine reinforcements arrived from
Reinforcement Camp today, under Command of Lieut Munroe returned
from hospital. Lieut Munroe was posted to C Company.

At 0600 hrs our normal patrols returned to the Bn area, having as
normal had a quiet night. A mobile jeep patrol from D Coy left at
0815 hrs for an extreme corner of our patrol area at CHAUNGWA
(3050 - Sheet 6). We are paying particular attention to this
area, since the Jap is looking for a road through between our
Brigade & 33rd Brigade who are on our left flank. The village of
CHAUNGWA & the high ground immediately on its left dominate the
gap through the hills & the possibility of the Jap coming through
here is carefully observed. This patrol returned early in the
afternoon having seen no movement in that area. Villagers report
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small parties of JAPS appearing in this area, probably recce
patrols, who come late in the afternoon & leave at dusk. So far
only one of our patrols has struck anything, & so we will have to
be patient & wait for him to fall into our noose. At 1700 hrs,
the Commanding Officer (Lt-Col Conder) held an R&0 group to tie
in all details regarding the change over with the 1/11 Sikhs,
which is now definitely taking place tomorrow 21st March. Motor-
boat engines, country craft & things appertaining to water craft
were handed over this afternoon. - Ammunition in sealed boxes,
wire & water-digies were handed over by mutual arrangements, to
save the transport situation, & avoid needless moving of stores.
Representatives from the 1/11 Sikhs came in for the purpose of
checking final details for the change over. - The "liquor"™ ration
arrived today, & an issue was made to the men. Cpl Coombes of HQ
Coy was nearly drowned in the IRRAWADDY, but was hauled out by 2
or 3 of the men. He was evacuated that night to the ADS. One man
was admitted to hospital today.

Reveille was at 0515 hrs this morning & after early breakfasts
the Battalion prepared to move out to our new area. At 0700 hrs
the M/T was sent out to the companies & by 0745 hrs the Bn was
ready to move off. A platoon from the 1/11 Sikhs was put iIn each
of our Company positions before we moved off. The Bn moved out in
2 parties. At 0745 hrs the C.0. (Lt-Col Conder) plus his R&0
groups moved off on MT, followed by the Bn who were marching at
0800 hrs, under command of the 2/1/C (Major Rose). The R&0 groups
arrived at the Bn central point at (244488 - 84L/13) & the CO
gave out dispositions on the ground, Companies being located as
follows. Bn HQ - HQ Coy, & Admin Coys less the mules etc (248483
to chaung at 249487, also on high ground at (250483) (all
84L/13). D & C Coy were disposed round Bn HQ on the dominating
ground, & A Coy HQ was about 100% from Bn HQ. A Coy was the main
patrolling with only their Coy HQ in the Bn perimeter. B Coy was
our outlying Company, & took up position near the village of
PADAING, but on the WEST side of the chaung at (292481 - 84L/13).
At 1700 hrs A Company moved out to the SOUTH to form a patrol
base in the area of (250460 - Sheet 84L/13). From here 6 fighting
patrols were sent out to the following places. A patrol pt 628
(221478) . B patrol to pt 833 (244438). C patrol to pt 852 (277434
- 84L/13). D patrol to track junctions at (295451 - 84L/13). E
patrol to pt 765 (269459 - 84L/13), & the last patrol around the
southern end of the patrol base. B Coy had a patrol to TETMA
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(3045 - 84L/13) & one to pt 1186 to stay out all next day &
observe enemy movement from pt 1186 (323478 - 84L/13). By "'Stand-
to" (1830 hrs) the Bn was reasonably well dug in & a certain
amount of wiring completed. At 1900 hrs reports were received
from B & C Coys, giving bearings on the sounds of a small battle.
The cross-bearings indicated it to be one of A Coy patrols. One
man to hospital today.

After an extremely quiet night, reports started coming in from
our various patrols. One of A Coys patrols had bumped some japs &
had a successful action against them. This clash was the one that
had been reported by B & C Coys the night before. This little
patrol reported the fact that they had definitely killed 2 Japs &
2 people dressed in Burmese clothes. We later checked on this but
found 5 bodies altogether. We had no casualties! The CO (Lieut
Col Conder) went out to A Coy"s patrol base which had now moved
forward a bit to 260450 - 84L/13, to have a look at the ground
forward. He was accompanied with Major Blair our Bty commander &
the COs escort section. The CO was very keen to have a look at
the village of TAUNGBI - YWATHIT (2740 - 84L/13), since our
patrols had reported MT movement in that village the night
before. This village is also a midway house on the Jap L of C
from WEST to EAST, & the C.O. thought that there might be good
prospects of beating this place up a bit. After a thorough recce
the CO returned to A Coys patrol base, & so back to the Bn area.
Pte Farquhar, who was wounded on the patrol was brought into the
RAP, & later taken to the MDS. Pte Black the other wounded man of
the patrol, died of wounds on the way back to A Company HQ. A
report from B Coy in the afternoon showed that 4 Japs had entered
the village of PADAING (3047 - 84L/13) but these 4 Japs retired
to the south before B Coy could send out a patrol to cut them
off. B Coy also reported firing to their SW, & this transpired to
be the clash that A Coys patrol had in the area of the water tank
at 306436 - 84L/13, & the one in which Farquhar & Black were
killed & wounded. This patrol was under command of Sgt Riding,
who having been fired on by Jap mortars, successfully moved his
wounded, got them back to base, then continued to probe at the
Japs in this area, until he discovered a well dug enemy positions
at pt 912 - 300447 - 84L/13. Sgt Ridings patrol was again fired
on by mortars, so he withdrew round the north end of TETMA (3044
- 84L/13) & returned to A Coys patrol base. B Coys recce (24 hrs)
patrol on pt 1186 (3247 - 84L/13) saw movements & approx 12 men
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go to ground in the chaung at approx 333466 (84L/13). These 12
men were later seen going Southwards through TETMA, & were
presumed to go to pt 912. Other than this there was little to
report about. Throughout the day positions were improved upon,
wiring thickened up, DFs for our 3" Mortars registered, & our 25
pounders properly surveyed & dug in also. The water situation is
very tricky & has to be brought out by mules from NYAUNGHLA (1656
Sheet 4). We also have 1 water-cart from the 1/11 Sikhs under
command, & our other source of water supply is brought in by
villagers on bullock carts. It is difficult supplying A Coy with
water, but we have now made a jeep track & get out fairly quickly
now. The Indian Engineers brought up a boring plant, but although
we bored down 28 feet in the chaung, we didn"t strike any water.
Patrols as for the 21st went out at dusk, & should have a good
evenings hunting since the moon is now up half way, making the
going easier, & enabling us to cover long distances before it
gets too late. Five men went to hospital today, & one rejoined
the Bn from hospital today.

All our patrols returned safely, bringing back good topographical
reports, but very little information of Japs movements. One of A
Coys patrols to the SOUTH couldn"t do very much, since the Jap
was holding the high ground along the ridge near pt 833 (3443 -
84L/13). A Platoon of B Coys bumped some Japs when they were
fired on by cup-dischargers, & after the JAPS had brassed off a
bit, he slipped away to the SE, before our cut-off section could
nab him. The 10 (Capt Young), the R.M.O. (Capt Antonio) & the SO
(Lieut Henderson) went out to B Coy at about 1000 hrs, & reported
all well with them. The 2/1/C (Major Rose) took an escort &
proceeded round a lot of villages procuring bullock carts to
bring in water to us. - A very difficult but successful trip,
since he acquired about 15 carts altogether. At 1400 hrs the CO
(Lt Col Conder) went out to A Coy patrol base, & gave Major Hayes
instructions regarding patrols for this evening. The main patrols
were to go to the following places - YWATHIT (2241, THEYAGYAUNG -
2540, TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740) TETMA - 3045 & to point 729 in
search of water at approx (2337). Over & above this A Coy had
local patrols off & B Coy had out their 3 similar patrols as per
last night. At 1500 hrs Major Mann was evacuated to hospital. The
Battalion had a beer issue today, 1 Bottle per man being issued
with the evening meal. Water arrangements are not yet
satisfactory but should be under control by tomorrow. At present
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the Bn is going through approx 3000 gallons of water, & since it
is difficult to obtain it takes a lot of supervision. Five men
were admitted to hospital today. At 2000 hrs a report was
received from B Company saying that their recce patrol on pt 1186
(3247) had been attacked by 8 JIFFS, but no details were
available. Remainder of the night was quiet & nothing to report.

An early report from B Coy gave us the information that their
recce patrol on point 1186 (3247 84L/13) had been definitely
attacked by 8 JIFFS (deserters from the Indian Army) & since they
had orders from the C.0. (Lt-Col Conder) to withdraw the moment
anybody showed any interest in them, they withdrew down the hill
to SSW, & stopped their relieving patrol going any further. This
patrol had withdrawn under fairly heavy fire & the party had
split. 2 men & 1 gunner signaller had withdrawn to the NORTH & at
the time of the report (0700 hrs) had not yet returned to B Coy,
but it was believed that they got away safely. Later reports
showed that all members of this patrol returned to Base camp OK.
Patrol reports from A Coy showed that there was considerable
activity in the village of TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 - 84L/13) &
definitely MT moving around the area. Another patrol to
THEYAGYAUNG (2540 - 84L/13) heard Orders being shouted out, & the
noise of troops forming up. A small recce patrol to point 729
(2337 - 84L/13) reported N.E.S. & no water in the vicinity. The
next patrol which went to YWATHIT (2241 - 84L/13) reported NES &
no water. B Coys patrol to the village of TETMA (3045 - 84L/13)
met no enemy, & had NTR on returning. The B Coy swept through
PADAING (3047 - 84L/13) & villages in the immediate vicinity,
found nothing, & the stops to the South & South East had NTR. A
recce patrol went up to pt 1186 (3247) & found it unoccupied.
They stayed up on top all day, but saw nothing of interest. They
were withdrawn at about 1630 hrs. At 0900 hrs, the Commanding
Officer (Lt Colonel Conder) went up for a recce flight in an L5,
& flew all over our patrol area paying particular attention to
water holes, places for ambushes, observation points, the
villages of TAUNGBI-YWATHIT, & all along the main tarred road
from CHAUK - 84L/13 travelling EAST. This air-recce of the COs
was very successful & he brought back the necessary information.
Throughout the remainder of the day there was very little
activity. Captain Doyne-Ditmus (2/1/C of B Coy) was promoted
Major & assumed command of C Coy. Lieut Arnott of C Coy was
promoted Captain & went as 2/1/C of B Coy. Our water arrangements
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fell flat yesterday from the point of view of Bde sending out
water carts to us, but the efforts of the 2/1/C (Major Rose) had
produced 20 Burmese bullock water carts each of which carries 40
gallons. - This bumped our storage up by 800 gallons, & well we
needed it, since Bde arrangements had let us down. The mules are
still doing 1 trip per day which gave us another 700 or 800
gallons. Tomorrow 4 x 3 tonners will come out & bring 800 gallons
with them, & take back 80 men to NYAUNGHLA (1556 - Sheet 4) to
bathe & wash their clothes. They are then brought back by M/T,
which goes back to NYAUNGHLA to fill up with water for the next
days trip. Patrol programmes for tonights patrolling was laid on
by the C.0. Five men admitted to hospital today & 2 rejoined the
Bn from hospital today.

After a very quiet night, patrols started coming in about 0600
hrs. B Coy"s patrol had nothing to report. A Coy had 5 patrols
out & they reported the following. Patrol No 50 went to YWATHIT
(2241 - 84L/13), & had nothing to report, except that there was
bullock cart movement on the road & that the road was jeepable.
Patrol No 52 to the Chaung in square (2139 - 84L/13) & to track
in 2137 - 84L/13 - report NES. Patrol No 54 to village of
THEYAGYAUNG (2440 - 84L/13) & Patrol No 55 to Chaung - 253388 -
84L/13, consolidated report as follows. Lots of cattle & locals
carrying food went to TAUNGBI-YWATHIT, & Jap sentries seen on the
WEST side of the village. Our BIC & local guides dressed in local
dress discovered from the natives that they had all been ordered
to collect & take enough food to TAUNGBI-YWATHIT for 500 Japs. On
arrival there they were told that the cattle & food had to the
village of TETMA (3045 - 84L/13). The Co (Lt Col Conder) on
receiving this information confirmed it with other news he had
received, & decided that the JAPS intention was not to take this
food to TETMA at all, but to the village of TAUNGBI (2739 -
84L/13) . Consequently the CO laid on a local registration by the
Arty on the following positions with a view to making the Jap
think that we thought TAUNGBI-YWATHIT was occupied by them.
Registration & later harassing fire went down on .962 (2941 -
84L/13) UYINZU - 2741 (84L/13), Pagoda area at pt 725 (281409 -
84L/13) & on the village of THEYAGYAUNG (2440 - 84L/13). We hoped
that during this registration etc, the Jap would be in TAUNGBI, &
be under the impression that we didn"t know his whereabouts. To
deal with the Japs in TAUNGBI, the CO laid on an air-strike which
consisted of 12 planes at 1200 hrs, 6 planes at 1315 hrs,
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followed up by arty fire to catch any Nippons making for open
country. A Patrol from B Coy returned at 1230 hrs having been
right through TETMA & having seen NO enemy. Locals report no
enemy in the area of the water-jeals to the SOUTH of TETMA. Four
X 3 tonners arrived with 800 gallons of water this morning & 60
men of D Coy went back as previously arranged to bathe & wash
clothes in the IRRAWADDY. C Coy less 1 pl left Bn area to relieve
A Coy at the forward patrolling base at (260450 - 84L/13).
Remainder of the day was quiet & there was no activity except
that A Coy returned to the Battalion perimeter. Three men went
back to hospital & one man rejoined from hospital today.

After a very quiet night patrols started to come at first light.
B Coys patrols round PADAING (3047 - 84L/13), pt 1186 (3247 -
84L/13) & TETMA area (3045 - 84L/13) had nothing to report at
0600 hrs. C Coys patrol (fighting) to TAUNGBI - 2739 - 84L/13,
had tried to enter the village to observe the damage caused by
the airstrike & also to obtain identifications from JAP bodies.
On approaching the village they saw it still burning Fiercely, &
were fired on by Japs from the village itself. This patrol had
bad luck & couldn"t enter the place, but managed to get some
information from locals who informed them that a lot of damage
had been done, & some Japs had been wounded. Villagers were also
occupying the slit trenches round the village, presumably to be
underground in case there was another airstrike. Their patrols to
pt 729 (2337 - 84L/13) pt 709 (2136 - 84L/13) & pt 558 (1937 -
84L/13) were all NES. Another patrol to pt 890 (2844 - 84L/13)
met no enemy & had nothing to report. At 0930 hrs B Coy had
reports to say that 1 Pl of Japs were digging in on the SE corner
of the hill feature - 1186. Two hundred Japs were reported by
locals to be in the area of the chaung at (319455 - 84L/13).
Eleven Japs were also seen coming from this area & going to the
area of the pagoda at (316456 - 84L/13). B Coy sent out a patrol
to iInvestigate the Japs in the area of the foot of pt 1186 but
saw none. Throughout the day no further reports or activity were
received. The C.0. (Lieut-Colonel Conder) laid on a night sweep
to be carried out by B Coy on the whole of this area. To thicken
up B Coys base defences, the CO sent out 12 men from the Pioneer
Pl to man this perimeter. The CO & the 1.0. went out to C Coy to
arrange their patrolling for that night. At 1845 hrs our troop of
guns harassed the areas of TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 - 84L/13) -
UYINZU (2741 - 84L/13) - THEYAGYAUNG (2540 - 84L/13) pt 962 (2941
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- 84L/13) & pt 725 (2840 - 84L13).

A & D Coys sent bathing parties to the IRRAWADDY to let the men
have a swim & laundry their clothes. Up to midnight there is
nothing else to report. One man sent to hospital today. 3 men
returned from hospital. We sent 10 men to our rear base for 4
days rest & to attend pictures, football matches etc. L/Sgt Hardy
posted to Deolali today having been graded C2.

Our patrols from C Coy returned to base camp, having patrolled
the following areas. 1 Patrol No 82 to UYINzZU (2741 - 84L/13)
then to TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 - 84L/13) & TAUNGBI (2739 - 84L/13)
reported NES, & that the villages of TAUNGBI & TAUNGBI-YWATHIT
had been thoroughly searched & were unoccupied. Patrol No 83
proceeded to pt 962 (2942 - 84L/13) & saw nothing there. From 962
it proceeded to point 926 (3140 - 84L/13) with the same result.
The patrol then visited the village of AYADAW (3039 - 84L/13) but
saw no enemy or any movements at all. Patrols No 80 & 81 left
together, & proceeded to point 883 (2733 - 84L/13). Here they
split & No 80 patrol investigated Danywa village (2835 - 84L/13).
Patrol No 81 then proceeded to .951 (269319 - 84L/13), the high
ground overlooking the main tarred road. No 80 & 81 patrols were
24 hrs patrols & don"t return until 28th March. The Platoons of B
Coy were out on a '"'sweep" looking for Japs, under Command of
Major Courtenay-Hood, when a villager reported to them at (319455
- 84L/13) that 6 Japs were in the village of YWATHIT-PANGONBIN
(3147 - 84L/13). OC B Coy then proceeded to investigate this
report, & on approaching the village was fired on. The Japs were
pinpointed & one of our 3" Mortars whistled up, which proceeded
to plaster them. To cut a long story short after a lot of good
field work on the part of B Coy the 6 Japs were killed off,
including one Jap shot by Major Courtenay-Hood literally with his
pants down. One L.M.G., one Grenade discharger cup & bombs,
rifles & equipment were part of the booty. ldentifications showed
them to be the 3rd Bn of 61st Regt. The C.0. (Lt Col Conder) went
out to B Coy in the afternoon, taking with him the Brigadier®s
congratulations on an excellent little show. Our new Padre the
Rev Capt T Hawthorn MC arrived today, & RQMS Green returned to
the Bn also. A Coy & D Coy sent to the IRRAWADDY for bathing &
washing. A small party of Officers & the Pioneer Pl went to a
demonstration on Jap Booby traps today at Bde HQ. Two men were
admitted to hospital & 5 men rejoined from hospital today.
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After "'Stand-down"™ at about 0600 hrs, patrol reports started
coming in. B Coys patrols had nothing to report & saw no enemy. C
Coy Commander (Major Doyne-Ditmus) reported to the Commanding
Officer as Patrol No 80 had met with an unfortunate action when
drawing enemy fire round the area of DANYWA (2835 - 84L/13). A
MO9A1 bomb was being fired by L/Cpl McLachlan onto the area of the
village when it exploded prematurely & severely wounded McLachlan
& Cpl Rodgers the i/c patrol. Since it was only a 3 man recce
patrol the only remaining man with the help of Cpl Rodgers
carried McLachlan to the pagoda area (271371 - 84L/13) where they
had to leave him. - The two men returned to base to obtain help
but Cpl Rodgers had to fall out at approx 261431 - 84L/13. The
other man then returned to base & reported his story. A patrol of
1 & 10 men went out to bring in McLachlan & eventually married up
with Patrol No 81 under Sgt Hunter at the pagoda area (271371).
McLachlan had died but his body was brought in & buried in the Bn
perimeter, the service being taken by our new Padre Rev Capt
Hawthorn MC. Patrol No 81 should not have left point 951 (269319
- 84L/13) until 2330 hrs tonight, but on arrival there, they
bumped a strong Jap patrol where a short scuffle took place. - No
casualties. Sgt Hunter temporarily withdrew to point 847 (269346
- 84L/13) where they laid up until daylight. They heard a lot of
M/T movement & bullock cart movement travelling to the WEST, but
couldn®™t see any troop movement. Whilst lying up at .847, some
Burmese, or Japs dressed as Burmans, spotted them and then made
off in the direction obviously going to pass the information on
to the Japs at .951. In view of this he withdrew again to the
chaung junction at (269368 - 84L/13) where they took up a
defensive position. It was here that he met up with our other
patrol & so assisted them to bring in L/Cpl McLachlan®s body. B
Company*®s patrolling programme was as follows. One patrol went to
the village of TETMA (3645 - 84L/13) but saw no enemy, whilst
their second patrol covered the water-hole areas in squares 3044-
3043 - 84L/13 with the same result. HQ Coy sent 50 men to the
river today for a bathing parade. Sixteen reinforcements arrived
today all being newly arrived in the country. One man to hospital
today & 12 returned from hospital today. Pte Woodfield of C Coy
was wounded on Patrol No 80 but was not evacuated.

After an exceedingly quiet night on all Company fronts, patrols
from B & C Companies started coming in at about 0600 hrs. B
Company®s patrols were the same as the night before ie round &
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into the village of TETMA (3045 - 84L/13) & the water hole area
in squares 3043-3044 - 84L/13. These patrols saw nothing, &
reported Tetma empty. Another patrol round the foothill of .1186
(3247 - 84L/13) discovered well concealed dug positions
unoccupied. This bears out the report received from a local
headman 2 or 3 days ago. A water point in the chaung at (319470 -
84L/13) was also investigated but saw no enemy. C Coy had out
patrols once more to the villages of UYINZU - 2741 - 84L/13,
TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 - 84L/13) TAUNGBI (2739 - 84L/13), found
them unoccupied. A patrol to AYADAW (3039) entered the village
where they met an English speaking headman. He told them no japs
had been there since TAUNGBI had been bombed, but that 50 were
there just before then. A good well was also discovered here. A
patrol to DANYWA (2835 - 84L/13) saw nothing. One other patrol
was sent out to find a suitable OP for observing CHAUK (1138 -
84L/13) & SINGU (1543 - 84L/13). This OP was eventually decided
upon at pt 746 (2141 - 84L/13), since it observed & overlooked
the PYINMA CHAUNG, & although SINGU wouldn®"t actually be seen
YWATHIT (1842 - 84L/13) was in full view & all movements in this
area could be spotted. At 0800 hrs, A Coy changed over with B
Company, B Company coming into the Bn perimeter. D Coy relieved C
Coy to form another base a little further forward from the
original one, & so do the long range patrolling. C Coy
subsequently returned to the Bn perimeter. The CO (Lt Col Conder)
had decided to move the patrolling base forward due to the fact
that the Jap was obviously drawing out to the SOUTH, & also to
cut down the mileage on long distance patrolling which will now
be further to the SOUTH. A Coy will probably move forward to
TETMA also, D Company"s forward patrol base. In the afternoon at
about 1430 hrs the CO (Lt Col Conder) took his escort & went
forward to see that Major Turnbull & his Company had got settled
in alright. On his arrival at the old base he found a guide
waiting for him, who took him to the new patrol base near the
village of MONDAING at approximately (241437 - 84L/13). Having
looked over this position the CO decided that it was not too good
should they be attacked, but since they were settled in for the
night, he decided they would stay there the night & move the
following morning to an area with the central point at (241441 -
84L/13). The CO met one of our agents whilst he was out there, &
received her report on a job she had been asked to do for Major
Doyne-Ditmus the day before. (This agent is a Burmese woman, who
was employed by Europeans in the oilfields at CHAUK, & is an
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excellent informant). She was asked to visit the villages of
MYENI (1838 - 84L/13) and OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13) & ascertain
whether they were occupied by the Japs or not. These villages
were unoccupied, & she reported that the locals were not allowed
near SINGU (1542 - 84L/13) or CHAUK (1138 - 84L/13) by the Japs.
Three excellent wells were reported by her being in the village
of OKMYA. No other movement was reported. B Coy & C Coy each sent
out 40 men to the river to bathe & wash their clothes. Pte
Leinster was returned to the unit under escort today, having
absented himself from the Bn. Five men rejoined us today from
hospital & 2 men from leave. Twelve men arrived as reinforcements
today. Pte Lalley D Coy was sent to Ranchi under instructions of
the CO to relieve Pte Greanan as Bn storeman there.

After a quiet night the following patrols reported in between
0600 hrs & 0700 hrs to their respective companies. All patrols
met no enemy & had nothing unusual to report. These patrols had
been to the following places on the night 29th/30th March.
Patrols Nos 1,2,3,4 and 5 left the base together to go to point
883 (273333 - 84L/13) & establish a base there. Patrol No 2 was
to remain there as a standing patrol whilst the others spread out
from here. Patrol No 1 was a 24 hour patrol & was to go to the
area of 223327 - 84L/13, whilst No 3 went to the area point 864
(2434 - 84L/13). Patrol No 5 had to go to point 1042 (278316 -
84L/13) to lie up & observe enemy movements on the main road.
Unfortunately, the five patrols under the senior N.C.0. got lost
in the very difficult country & eventually ended up in the area
of (278353 - 84L/13). Since time did not permit them to correct
their mistake, the patrols then investigated the villages of
HINGWEAING (301342 - 84L/13) & KYAUKTAN (301335 - 84L/13), &
found no enemy in possession or anything unusual to report on.
Although this was not what was ordered originally it served its
purpose since the CO had intended sending patrols to investigate
these villages tonight. D Coy sent an ambush party to the area
.890 (2844 - 84L/13) but met with no luck. Two patrols were sent
out area 977 (310428 - 84L/13) where they split, one going to pt
962 (294416 - 84L/13) & the other to point 926 (312406 - 84L/13)
& the village of AYADAW (305397 - 84L/13). These patrols had
nothing to report. B & C Coys sent another 40 mean each for
bathing. Four men were evacuated today & two returned from
hospital. Eight men returned from the Divisional "JAB CLUB", &
ten men went to this rest area for 4 days.
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Patrol reports started coming in after Stand-down from A & D
Coys. D Coys Patrols No 1,2,3 & 4 had nothing to report, but
Patrol No 5 to point 1042 (278317 - 84L/13) heard a small party
of Japs in the nullah at approx (277313 - 84L/13), so they
observed them. After a considerable period of time they slid off
to the EAST, & were suspected of being a standing patrol. No
other movement was observed by this patrol. The ambush patrol to
the area of .890 (2844 - 84L/13) saw nothing of the enemy & were
very disappointed about it all. A Coys patrols to AYADAW (3039 -
84L/13), point 977 (309428 - 84L/13) & point 926 (313406 -
84L/13) had also nothing to report. At 1400 hrs the Commanding
Officer (Lieut Col Conder) & the 1.0. (Capt Young) made out the
patrolling programme for tonights fun & was as follows. D Company
are to send out patrols to .904 ridge (2939 - 84L/13), one to
.845 & jeal area (288380 - 84L/13), one to the SW of YWATHIT
(2241 - 84L/13). An ambush party was to proceed to the track
junction (275445 - 84L/13) and point 890 (283444 - 84L/13),
whilst another patrol was to proceed to the 225330 - 84L/13. A
Coy patrols had to have another sweep round the villages of
PADAING (3047 - 84L/13), YWATHIT PANGONBIN (3147 - 84L/13)
OKHLEGA (3146 - 84L/13) SHAWBIN (3246 - 84L/13) and TETMA (3045 -
84L/13), water tank area at 3044 (84L/13) to ensure that none of
these places had been occupied by the Jap.

The Mobile Dental unit visited us today, & gave 30 odd men badly
needed treatment. - Since companies & patrols were still out, all
the men requiring dental attention were out, so this mobile unit
is returning on the 2nd April to deal with the remaining cases. B
& C Coys once again sent 40 men to the River for washing &
bathing. Five men returned from hospital, & five reinforcements
joined the Battalion today. The Brigade Major paid the Battalion
a visit this afternoon & saw Company positions. Nothing else to
report upon up to midnight.
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