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Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information References to Appendices
STATDTLOHN 1 Apr Bn in STADTLOHN having relieve 9 DLI - Church Service - Bn bathed
at MBU.

1800 | Bn receives orders to move forward.

2 Apr | 0130 | Bn moves in TCVs to NEUENKIRCHEN taking "F" and "A" Echelons - "B-
Echelon comes under Bde Admin Area.
NEUENKIRCHEN 0600 | Bn arrives NEUENKIRCHEN and awaits further orders.

0900 | Bn ordered to relieve 9 DLI in area NE of NEUENKIRCHEN -

1045 | Relief complete.

1200 | Bn ordered to capture RHEINE (west of EMS) and to mop up any
opposition not already cleared by tank patrols who entered town on
1 Apr at dusk.

RHEINE 1445 | Bn, having moved by march route, clear the town of RHEINE (west of
R EMS) - "D" right, "C" left, followed by "A" right and Carriers
left -

RHEINE 1445 | Attack proceeds successfully - only trouble from snipers on far
bank of River EMS. SP 17 prs (in support) used to deal with houses
in which snipers are located.

1800 | Bn established in RHEINE (very slight shelling and fire from FLAK

RHEINE 2000 | gun on far side of river) - "C" & "D" coys support crossing of
River EMS by 7 Cameronians.

2100 | "A™ & "D"™ coys and Carriers are withdrawn leaving "C'" coy on river
bank - "A"™ "D" and Carriers take up positions (see Appendix "A") to
deal with any counter attack from the North. "B" remain in wood SE
of town.

2200 | 3 bombs dropped by Jet plane - slight shelling on and off for 3
hours - no casualties. Move of "B" Ech during day to NEUENKIRCHEN.

RHEINE 3 Apr | 0100 | Bn consolidated in new position - No enemy activity during the
night - 7 Cameronians clear up Eastern end of RHEINE.

1430 | Patrol from "C" coy sent out to area north west of town, N of
airfield - 30 Italian prisoners and some mines found on road -
otherwise no enemy.

1600 | 7 Cams prepare to move up to form Bridgehead over DORTMUND-EMS




CANAL East of town. "B"™ and "C" coys and Carrier Pl ordered to
cross river and take over from them.

1800 | Bridge over R. EMS complete (CLASS 24) - "B"™ and "'C" established in
RHEINE Eastern part of RHEINE with Carrier P1 and 2 6 pr A tk guns (3 17
prs in support) with their "F" and "A" Echelons.
During day 157 Bde revert to command of 52 (L) Div
2000 | 7 Cams attack starts - Quiet night on Bn front - no reports of
enemy activity at all.
4 Apr | 0500 | Bridge over R. EMS complete to class 40 - bridgehead proceeding
satisfactorily over canal - 5 HLI and 1 GLAS H in RHEINE also Bde
HQ.
0600 | No enemy activity in town near Bn area - Bn of RWF pass through to
hold ground N of airfield. (NW of town).
1700 | Bn ordered to go to assistance of 7 Cams and to block approaches to
RHEINE and road from Bridge over DORTMUND EMS CANAL from N - and to
move forward towards large wood STADTFORST RHEINE.
2000 | Bn move in TCVs followed by *"F" Echelon to area GRAUTE. "0" Gp
proceeding in advance.
2220 | After orders "A" left and "D" right cross start line to occupy
GRAUTE areas forward of 7 Cams - between canal and River EMS.
2240 | "C" coy cross start line to occupy reserve coy area HOPSTER. No
enemy encountered, but slight shelling.
2350 | A11 positions occupied except D" coy who are having trouble with
sniping from far side of canal.
HOPSTER 5 Apr | 0015 | Bn HQ move to area HOPSTER.
0030 | "D coy in position - "F" Echelon moves up and all A tk guns in
position. Intermittent shelling and sniping throughout the night.
"B" coy remain in former area, also "A" Ech (W of RHEINE).
0730 | "'C" coy move off and come under comd 5 HLI.
1000 | Mortaring and sniping intermittently, otherwise quiet. Bn receives
warning orders to go ‘'swanning' and to come under comd 4 Armd
1900 | "D™ and "A"™ coys move back slightly to concentrate bn. Kangaroos
and TCVs arrive.
HOPSTER 6 Apr | 1000 | Recce parties arrive from 5th WELCH to take over.
1200 | "C"™ coy return from 5 HLI and take over area by bridge over canal.
1400 | Bn relieved by 5 WELCH.
1600 | Bn ordered to move with 1 sgn in support from 44 RTR to capture and
Move to consolidate area SOUTH of SPELLEN.
SOUTH of 1730 | Bn move in Kangaroos taking "F" Ech and "C" and "D" coys in TCVs.
SPELLEN. 1930 | Bn attack from DRIERWALDE up 2 axis.
SE and S of 2000 | North "B"™ coy with 1 tp in support. South "A"™ and "D coys with
SPELLEN remainder and "C" and Bn HQ following up. Bn take objectives.




2330 | Mortaring and MG fire from far bank of ditch S of SPELLEN.

2400 | Bn established. Reserve coy in position. Still sniping and
shelling. STONK on enemy.

7 Apr | 1400 | Bn relieved by 1/5 RWF. 1 pl of "B" coy (pinned by fire) remain

till dark.

1500 | "C™ and "'D"™ coys move in Kangaroos to occupy area N of DRIERWALDE
also Carrier PL.

DRIERWALDE 1730 | Remainder of Bn follow and go to concentration area DRIERWALDE
(less "A" coy, who go to hold position N of "D" coy). Quiet night -
"A" Ech join Bn.
8 Apr | 0600 | (&) "C"™ and D" coys move in Kangaroos under comd 3/4 CLY to seize
WEEZE.
DRIERWALDE (b) Remainder of Bn Gp, followed by "A*" Ech, move to area WEEZE
to (marching personnel in TCVs).
WEEZE 0930 | Bn established in WEEZE - no opposition - slight shelling - 30 PW.

1100 | Leading tanks held up at Bridge over burn north of WEEZE - 2 pls
"C" coy move to their assistance - more shelling.

1530 | Bn and CLY ordered to attack VOLTLAGE.

1600 | Phase 1 "C" coy capture high ground beyond bridge in face of very
heavy opposition. About 30 casualties.

VOLTLAGE 1630 | Phase 11 "D coy in Kangaroos with 1 sqn in support pass through
"C" coy. Debus on outskirts of village. '"D" coy make slow advance
through village against fanatical resistance. Much trouble from
snipers.

1715 | "B" coy with Kangaroos and 1 sqn in support debus in "D'" coy area

VOLTLAGE and clear rest of village. Whole village burning. Mortaring and
shelling.

1845 | Whole village in our hands. About 100 PW. Many enemy Kkilled.
1930 | "A"™ coy move up For consolidation followed by Bn HQ, "C" coy and
"F" Echelon. Quiet night - slight mortaring and shelling.
WEEZE 9 Apr | 0800 | Bn relieved by 6 Cams - return to WEEZE.
1300 | Bn move to concentration area in woods S of WEEZE with CLY - whole
Bn now in Kangaroos.
1900 | Bn and CLY move to area S of NEUENKIRCHEN - ordered to attack
UFFELN.
NEUENKIRCHEN 2030 | "B" coy with 1 sqn capture LINTERN.
2115 | "D"™ coy pass through them with 1 sgn and clear woods astride road
SW of UFFELN.
UFFELN 2300 | "A"™ and "C" coy capture UFFELN - no opposition - very few PW.
LINTERN 2359 | Bn HQ move to area LINTERN.
10 Apr | 0530 | Bn revert to comd of 157 Bde.
UFFELN 1000 | "B" coy move to capture BALKUM - no opposition.




UFFELN
BALKUM

1230

Bn consolidates, "A" and "C" coys area UFFELN, "B'" and "D" coys and
Bn HQ area BALKUM - many civilians rounded up. Carrier Pl patrols.
Quiet day and night. 5 HLI pass through.

BALKUM

BERSENBRUCK

11 Apr

1200

1400
1700

2100

Bn relieved by 1 GLAS H. Ordered to form strong bridgehead across
River HAASE E of BERSENBRUCK.

Bn move in TCVs with "F" and "A" Echelons to area BERSENBRUCK.

Bn moves by march route across weir to occupy BRIDGEHEAD - followed
by "F® Echelon. "B" Echelon move to area ALFHAUSEN.

Bn receives orders to move in TCVs to new area E of DIEPHOLZ. Quiet
night.

HEEK

12 Apr

0600
0900
1400
1500

Orders cancelled. Bn to move to HEEK and rest.

Bn moves to HEEK in TCVs with "F® and "A" Echelons.

Bn receives orders to move to E of DIEPHOLZ.

Bn passes SP in BERSENBRUCK (in TCVs) and proceeds via HOLDORF,
STEINFELD, DIEPHOLZ, BASSUM, NEUBRUCHHAUSEN to harbour area SW of
VILSEN.

VILSEN

13 Apr

0300

1700

"B* Echelon moves as well. 157 Bde ordered to hold line of RIVER
WESER SE of BREMEN.

Bn move to reserve concentration area in MARTFELD - quiet night.

MARTFELD

EMT INGHAUSEN

14 Apr

15 Apr

1100

0430

Bn move to take over line from 3 Div RECCE - 3 coys up - Right A"
area MORSUM, centre 'B" area THEDINGHAUSEN, left "D" area RHIEDE -
Reserve "C'" area EMTINGEMSEN with Bn HQ - 2 A tk guns (6 prs) and 2
3" Mortars to each forward coy. Three 17 prs iIn reserve coy area.
Quiet night apart from enemy patrol who Bazooked 1 Lloyd carrier
and 1 MC area THEDINGHAUSEN. Quiet day apart from 40 shells in D"
coy area at 1100 hrs - 1 DR disappeared between "A" and "B coy at
1230. After investigation by Carrier patrol - reported PW.

EMT INGHAUSEN

EMT INGHAUSEN

DONNNERSTEDT

16 Apr

1100

1500

1600

1900

2030

Quiet night - 5 HLI patrols on Bn front - no enemy activity.
Sweep of area N of fwd positions by "C" coy and Carriers and 1 tp
of Recce.

"C" coy established at DIBBERSEN.

Owing to move NW by 53 (W) Div from Bridgehead over R ALLER the
front is reduced - consequently "A" coy are relieved by coy of 7
Cams.

"A'" coy return to reserve area DONNERSTEDT. Bn HQ move to
DONNERSTEDT leaving "A"™ Echelon at EMTINGHAUSEN.

Bn established in new area - line through to coys - all quiet on
front.

17 Apr

Quiet day. No enemy activity In area.

RIETHAUSEN

18 Apr

0300

1600

Bn relieved by scratch force of AA, A tk, Recce, etc., and move to
conc area at RIETHAUSEN, taking "A" Echelon.
Bn move by MT to VERDEN (conc area) spending night there, crossing




Rivers WESER and ALLER on the way.

VERDEN 19 Apr | 0830 | Bn move off to advance up road N of VERDEN to VOLKESEN - "A"™ coy
leading.

1045 | Shelling and mortaring - "A" coy held up by heavy SPANDAU fire from
area HOLTEBUTEL - (enemy estimated 2 coys) - trying to push
forward, but without avail.

1600 | Bn attack on HOLTEBUTEL with smoke screen by 3" Mortars and

VERDEN previous plastering of village by Arty and 17 prs SP. Two coys up -
HOLTEBUTEL Right "B", left "C" with "D" coy in reserve - Carriers protect
right flank.

1800 | Attack successful - coys consolidating - but great trouble from
mortaring and snipers. Bn HQ, "D and "A™ move to HOLTEBUTEL.

1900 | About 150 enemy digging in in woods to North - suspected counter
attack - Area heavily stonked. Fairly quiet night except for slight
shelling.

20 Apr | 0500 | Enemy reported by patrol to have withdrawn from woods in North.
DAHLBRUGGE 0600 | Carrier P1 move forward and seize DAHLBRUGGE (followed by "A"™ and
"D" coys). About 10 PW. No opposition.

0830 | Carriers move into VOLKESEN - only very slight opposition - 80 PW.

0945 | 'D" coy move up for consolidation - on relief in DAHLBRUGGE by "'C"
coy.

1015 | 1 Sgn 44 RTR now in support - 1 tp move up to VOLKESEN.

1100 | "A"™ coy on relief by "B"™ coy in DAHLBRUGGE move up to VOLKESEN - Bn
HQ DAHLBRUGGE. Offensive patrolling by Carrier Pl during the day.
Much enemy mortaring and shelling.

VOLKESEN 1730 | Remainder of Bn move to VOLKESEN and hold town for the night - 1
Sgn 44 RTR remain in sp, also 1 tp of 17 prs SP.

VOLKESEN 21 Apr Shelling and mortaring intermittently - otherwise quiet throughout
day.

1930 | Bn relieved by 4 DORSETS (43 Div) and move to DAHLBRUGGE, where
they embus and then move to wood North of DAVERDEN.

Bn holding flank of DIV axis in wood.
Wood North 22 Apr | 0900 | Bn relieved by 2 KRRC move to concentration area in BADEN.
of DAVERDEN 1800 | Bn attacks EMBSEN with start line rly between ACHIM and BADEN -
1845 | "B (left) "D" (right) cross start line -
EMBSEN 1850 | "C" coy follow. "A"™ Sgn 44 RTR shoot coys into EMBSEN.

1855 | Bnh HQ and "A"™ coy follow, to area BORSTEL.

1930 | Objective secured with no opposition - approximately 30 PW - Heavy
arty airburst and mortar fire on village.

2030 | Bn consolidated with "F* Echelon in EMBSEN.

2145 | Bn ordered to advance on and capture OYTEN cutting the AUTOBAHN (NE

of BREMEN)




EMBSEN 2145 | "D" coy 7 Cams under comd.

2300 | Bn relieved by 7 Cams in EMBSEN.

2330 | "B" coy with one tp of tanks move to code word "PEAR".

23 Apr | 0030 | "D'" coy with one tp of tanks move to code word "PEACH" and cut
AUTOBAHN after stonking area rd junc N of there - where they were
held up by MG and Bazooka fire - Prisoners start coming in.

0100 | Bn HQ move through to "PLUM™ with "C" coy and "A™ Sgn HQ.

0300 | ""A"™ and "D" coy (7 Cams) move to area "PEAR"™ with rear Bn HQ and 1
tp of tanks.

0430 | "A"™ coy move out to area on high ground W of "D" coy (7 Cams) -

0500 | "B coy pass through to code word "APPLE™.

North of 0600 | Bn consolidating with "D and "B" north of Autobahn - Remainder
EMBSEN south.
South of 0800 | Heavy mortaring and shelling all day on bn area.
OYTEN 1215 | "B" and "'D" coys start to clear OYTEN south of main East to West
road.

1230 | "C"™ coy move off to clear area North of road and also secure high
ground Pt 26.9

North of 1400 | Much trouble from enemy infiltration and spandaus, especially from
EMBSEN 26.9

South of 1600 | Area frequently stonked by Artillery causes enemy to leave some of
OYTEN the 88"s, but still infiltration and shelling.
OYTEN 1615 | "A"™ coy relieved by "A" coy 7 Cams move to area OYTEN followed by

1645 | "B" coy who are relieved by "B" coy 7 Cams.

1730 | *S™ coy move to OYTEN.

1800 | D" coy having difficulty with enemy at cross roads in NE corner of
village.

2000 | "C" coy storm 26.9 and finally capture it after a stonk,
overrunning 8 88 mm guns and 14 20 mm (4 barrels) (Total guns
overrun in day 10 88s 20 20 mm Pompoms)

2130 | "D coy on objective and consolidated.

2145 | Bn HQ and "F® Echelon move to OYTEN and consolidation is completed.
(1 tp of tanks with "A"™ "B & "D" coys).

OYTEN 24 Apr Quiet night - except for slight shelling of bn area. Quiet day.
Carrier Pl take over Pt 26.9 from "C" coy and search area -
Prisoners taken in two days - 6 offrs and 320 ORs (approx).

OYTEN 2200 | Bn relieved by 5 DORSETS (43 DIV).

25 Apr | 0230 | Relief complete - Bn moves to reserve area ACHIM.

ACHIM Bn in reserve ACHIM. Planning for capture of BREMEN.

ACHIM 26 Apr | 0630 | Bn move off in MT to an assembly area in the eastern outskirts of
BREMEN for attack on centre of BREMEN taking "F" Ech.

BREMEN 0830 | Bn meet "A"™ Sqn 44 RTR, % Sgn crocodiles, in assembly area.




Capture
of
"MARROW*

BREMEN

BREMEN

PHA

PHAS

0930
1200

SE 1

1300

1315
E 11
1445

Bn move off by march route to FUP just East of main rly station in
OLD TOWN with Tanks.
Bn, after half an hours artillery programme on their objective,
cross start line on left of 5 HLI.
Left "B" coy - Objective - Peninsula S of EUROPA HAVEN
Centre "A"™ coy - Objective - Dock Area N of EUROPA HAVEN
Right D" coy - Objective - Town area to the North of "A"™ coy
"C" coy in reserve with Bn HQ near Railway Station.
All coys consolidated on objectives - no opposition - "B" coy
capture 50 PW, Manager of Atlas Shipbuilding Works and 1 Submarine.
Arty Programme cancelled owing to lack of opposition
Coys start to feel fwd to final objectives.
Final objectives consolidated - "C" Coy and Bn HQ move up to area
Just NORTH of main Rly Stn.
During these phases, the Bn captured the following :-

(a) 3 officers and 212 ORs (military)

(b) A full colonel in command of NORTH BREMEN.

(c) 130 Nazi Fireguards.

(d) Innumerable Policemen.

(e) One Submarine.

() The deserted Japanese Embassy.

(g) The ATLAS SHIPBUILDING WORKS.
No casualties (except 2 very slight) incurred during the day.
Bn remain in the location for the night with "A" Sgn 44 RTR. "A*
Echelon join the Bn.

Capture of
KALE.

BREMEN

27 Apr

0800

0845

1000

1020

1100

1130

1150
1215

1230

Bn relieved, "A"™ and "D" Coys by 5 HLI, remainder by 6 HLI.

Bn ordered to capture DOCK area on WEST of BREMEN.

Bn leave by march route to capture dock area passing through 7 CAMS
with "A" Sgn, 44 RTR still under command.

"D" Coy secure triangular area of dockyard just forward of START
LINE - Code word "PANSY*

"C" Coy cross Start Line with 1 tp of tks, 1 wasp, and secure
peninsula of docks. Code word "ORCHID".

No opposition - (Bn HQ established on level crossing at START LINE)
"A" Coy and one tp of tks, 1 wasp and secure peninsula of docks -
Code word "ROSE". No opposition.

"B" Coy with 2 secs of Carriers secure Dock Peninsula. Code word
"TULIP". No opposition.

"C" Coy move on and secure Dock peninsula. Code word "DAISY*

"A" Coy move on and secure peninsula and oil refinery. Code word
"DAFFODIL"

Carrier Pl secure large peninsula beside River. Code word "LILLY"




"B" Coy move up and consolidate "LILLY". All Bn objectives secure -
KALE clear.

1500 | Bn finally consolidates as follows :-
"A" Coy - Oil refinery area "DAFFODIL" with Carrier P1. 1 Pl MMGS,
2 3" Mortars, 2 A Tk guns.
"B" Coy - Peninsula "LILLY" with Carrier PI. 1 P1 MMGs, 2 3" Mors,
2 A Tk guns. (cement works)
"C" Coy - Dock Peninsula "TULIP*
"D"™ Coy - Peninsula "ORCHID*®
"S"™ Coy - (2 A Tk guns, 2 Mortars, Pioneers) - "TULIP*
Bn HQ - Peninsula "TULIP*
During this phase the Bn captured :-
(a) All the oil refineries and dock installations.
(b) 3 officers and 200 ORs.
(c) Innumerable policemen.
(d) a destroyer (almost complete but not launched).
BREMEN (e) The Junkers factory with much valuable aircraft equipment.
() 2 uncompleted submarines.
No casualties once again. 1 bty LAA came under comd; 1 tp of SP 17
pr for Anti submarine role on River bank. "A"™ Echelon now move up.
2100 | BBC News announces that KOSBs marched the last prisoners out of the
dock area of BREMEN this afternoon.
Bremen. 28 Apr Quiet night. All Bn bathed during day at MBU. Divisional
Entertainments Centre opens near Cathedral.
1000 | "D"™ Coy relieved by "D" Coy 5 HLI and move to consolidate area
NORTH of rly on fwd edge N.W. of village. "B"™ Echelon arrive in Bn
area.
29 Apr Quiet night except for slight shelling in "D" and "A" Coy area.
1515 | Visit of GOC 52 (L) Division. Speaks to whole Bn in "A" Coy area -
great praise from Corps Comd and General on capture of BREMEN.
Pipers play.
1700 | Patrol programme starts again; no enemy activity. Slight shelling
BREMEN. 30 Apr | 0300 | of "D'" Coy area.

Quiet day - more patrols out - very wet - no enemy activity.

(A) No. of prisoners taken from 25 Mar to 30 Apr 45 (from time Bn
crossed the RHINE) 16 Officers and 1250 O.Rs.

(B) No. of casualties incurred by this Bn in same period. 13
Officers and 127 O.Rs. (includes 1 and 36 killed)

(Sgd) GGM Batchelor Lt. Col.
Comd 5/K.0.S.B.







