
Report on Ops in Hong Kong. 
 
1. This account was prepared by Lt. Col. White, MC, who commanded 2nd Bn Royal Scots at Hong Kong & became a P.W. 
2. The account was not written until the summer of 1945. It is in no sense an official account. It is based on 

information given to Col. White by other Commanding Officers who were P.W.s with Col White. It was compiled at the 
request of these C.O.s. 

3. Where possible Col. White checked the information & deleted what he called "poppycock & face-saving accounts". There 
are therefore some gaps in the story. One Canadian C.O. refused to give information & is presumably writing his own 
account. 

4. Col. White said that some information had previously been collected by Col. Newman [Newnham], G.1. of Kowloon I.B. 
Col. Newman was executed whilst a P.W., & the information was buried. Not all the information was accurate. 

5. The account is arranged on a day to day basis. 
  a) By Bns until withdrawal to the Island. 
  b) By Bdes (East & West) after withdrawal to Island. 
6. The coloured key shows when various positions were surrendered. The gap in Mt Cameron on 22-23rd Dec resulted from 

the fact that, although Mt Cameron was reported untenable & evacuated on 22 Dec, Col. White found the position empty 
on 23 Dec & reoccupied it. 

7. Dist. by Col. White as follows:- 
 1. Col. White. 
 2. W. Office (M.O.I. Records). 
 3. Lt Col. Field R.A. 
 4. Lt Col. Penfold R.A. 
 5. O.C. Winnipeg Grenadiers 
 6. O.C. H.K.V.D.C. 
 7. O.C. 5/7 Rajput Regt. 
 8. O.C. 2/14th Punjab Regt. 
8. Address:  Lt Col. S. White, M.C., 
    Bellevue, 
    Enniskillen, 
    County Fermanagh, 
    N. Ireland 
  



AN UNOFFICIAL CHRONOLOGICAL OUTLINE OF EVENTS 
8th - 25th December 1941 

(Prepared in July 1945, from data supplied by C.O's) 
Compiled by Lt.-Col. S.E.M.E. White, MC., The Royal Scots. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The defence of the Mainland was allotted to the Kowloon Inf. Bde., which was to hold the line PORT SHELTER to 
GINDRINKERS BAY known as the Inner Line. It was some ten miles long. There were prepared demolitions on the TAIPO and 
CASTLE PEAK roads, which were to be covered by forward troops of the Centre and Left Battalions. MAINLAND HEADQUARTERS, 
which had been in Jubilee Buildings, Shamshuipo, moved to WATERLOO ROAD on 8th December. All three Battalions of the 
KOWLOON INF. BDE. were in the line on 8th December, disposed as follows :- 
 
Dispositions on 8th December 

RIGHT 
5th Bn., 7th Rajput 

Regiment. 
 
FORT SHELTER - HEBE HILL - 
KOWLOON PEAK - SHATIN PASS 
(incl.) 
3 Coys. forward. 
Reserve Coy:- 
           CUSTOMS PASS 
AFV. Patrol on HANG HO 
PENINSULA. 
Bn.HQ:- 
    CUSTOMS PASS. 
 
 

CENTRE 
2nd Bn., 14th Punjab 

Regiment. 
 
SHATIN PASS (incl.) - WONG 
UK - SHING MUN (excl.) 
3 Coys. forward. 
Reserve Coy:- 
WEST of TAIPO ROAD. 
(after withdrawal of Forward 
Troops) 
Ford. Tps. Bn. HQ. with HQ 
at FANLING:- 
Comdr: 2nd i/c 2/14th PUNJAB 
REGT. 
Troops:- 
1 Coy. (C Coy) 2/14th; 
4 Bren-Carriers, 2/14th; 
Det. Field Coy. RE. 
Det. R. Signals. 
2 AC's HKVDC. 
Det. Field Coy. HKVDC. 

LEFT 
2nd Bn., The Royal Scots. 

 
 
From SHING MUN REDOUBT at 
South Corner of SHING MUN 
Reservoir to TEXACO 
PENINSULA immediately North 
of GINDRINKERS BAY with 3 
Companies forward, 
Bn.HQ. at SKEET GROUND, 7th 
Milestone on CASTLE PEAK RD. 
FORWD. TROOPS at PING SHAN; 
2 A.Cs HKVDC and 5 Bren-
Carriers 2 RS under Command 
of 2nd i/c 2 RS. 
Six Commandos of 3 Other 
Ranks each, covering the 
line of the passes WEST of 
TAI MO SHAN.   

R.A. 
H.K.S.R.A. 

 
 
1st MTN.BTY. 3.7 Hows. 
In support 5/7th Raj. Regt., 
CUSTOMS PASS. 
2nd MTN.BTY. 3.7 Hows. 
In support of 2 RS - TAI 
WAI. 
2nd MTN.BTY. 4.5 Hows. 
In support 2 RS and 2/14th - 
FILTER BEDS.   
25th MED.BTY. 6" Hows. 
- POLO GROUND. 
60-PDR. 12th Cst. Regt. 
- STONECUTTERS. 
Superimposed. 
 
O.Ps: 
HEBE - DOME - CROWN - MILLS 
- SHING MUN - GOLDEN HILL - 
TEXACO. 

 
8th December 
No contact with enemy. 
Routine preparations carried 
on in Line. 
 

At first light (0750 hrs.) 
enemy crossed the frontier. 
Forward troops withdrew 
slowly (having blown the 

0835 hrs: AU TAU BRIDGE 
blown. 

All Batteries shot in and 
zero lines registered. 
S.O.S. targets registered. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

demolitions) to TAIPO MARKET 
where they were attacked at 
about 1500 hrs. Attack 
repulsed with heavy losses. 
1800 hrs. approx: Owing to 
the danger of being 
outflanked, forward troops 
were forced to withdraw to 
STAFFORD HOUSE Line; at 
about 2000 hrs. to LOOKOUT 
RIDGE and later to the 
WATERFALL Line at TAIPO MEI. 

1400 hrs: Forward troops 
ordered to withdraw to 
BROTHERS POINT. 
1630 hrs: Blow No.622, also 
the BROTHERS POINT 
demolitions blown. 
Forward troops withdrew to 
DAIRY FARM, patrolling. 
forward to demolitions. 
(These movements were made 
to conform to the withdrawal 
on the TAIPO ROAD. No enemy 
of any strength were 
encountered this day, on the 
CASTLE PEAK RD. 
2200 hrs: Commandos returned 
to Bn. HQ and reported to:- 
(1) Enemy pack and 
mechanized artillery moving 
into positions KAMTIN 
VALLEY; 
(2) A number of enemy troop-
laden lorries held up N. of 
AU TAU BRIDGE. 

One Section per Battery 
moved in advance of main 
position for deception. 
 
 
 
 

 
9th December 
0830 hrs: Reserve Coy. 
despatched to fill gap 
between left and centre Bns. 
P.M.: Small bodies enemy 
seen infiltrating into high 
ground BUFFALO HILL - 
HEATHER PASS area, having 
crossed TIDE COVE. Reserve 
Coy. retained in area East 
of SMUGGLERS RIDGE. 
2345 hrs: O.C. Reserve Coy. 
reported approx. 200 enemy 
at 184643 just at IN in 
SHING MUN and forming up in 
SHING MUN VALLEY. 
 

About midnight 8/9th Dec. 
forward troops again forced 
to withdraw owing to threat 
of enemy landing behind 
positions from the sea. 
Moved back to FO TAN VALLEY 
before first light, all 
demolitions having been 
successfully blown. 
0700 hrs. (approx.): Again 
withdrew to MONASTERY RIDGE 
owing to enemy infiltration. 
1800 hrs.(approx.): Forwd. 
troops ordered back into 
Inner Line, having completed 
their task. 

0515 hrs: 2 RS Commandos 
reported enemy on path to 
Catchment North of TSUN WAN 
WAI village. 
0540 hrs: Mainland Comdr. 
ordered the demolition at 
DAIRY FARM to be blown and 
forward troops to withdraw 
to Inner Line. 
By 0730 hrs. ford. troops 
and 3 Commandos had returned 
to Inner Line and reported 
movements of small enemy 
parties along line of 
Catchment and filtering into 
TSUN WAN WAI. Throughout 

2nd MTN.BTY targets on small 
enemy infantry parties and 
mortars. 
 
2nd MTN.BTY. 3.7 and 4.5 
25th MED.BTY 6" 
12th Cst.Regt. 60-Pdrs. 
 
- all massed on enemy 
columns on TAIPO ROAD. 



daylight, Bn. patrolled 
forward, but no contact was 
again made with the enemy. 

 
10th December 

5/9th Rajput 
Regiment. 

 
Shelling of the PBs in 
forward areas of LEFT 
and CENTRE forward 
Coys. Some direct 
hits. 
Reserve Coy. still 
retained in area East 
of SMUGGLERS RIDGE. 
0300 hrs: Attack on 
front of Reserve Coy. 
Attack repulsed. 
0800 hrs: Enemy 
attacked South-East 
from SHING MUN 
REDOUBT. Enemy 
repulsed & seen to 
move back to SHING MUN 
ROAD. 

2/14th Punjab 
Regiment. 

 
Enemy troop movements 
in front of Inner 
Line, and shelling of 
PBs and positions. 
Several PBs were hit 
and destroyed. 

2nd Bn. The Royal 
Scots. 

 
During night 9/10 
December, SHING MUN 
REDOUBT was attacked 
and by 0200 hrs. 
completely occupied by 
the enemy. As a 
result, Reserve Coy. 2 
RS was side-stepped to 
protect Bn. right 
flank, and Left 
Forward Coys. 
withdrawn to Bn. 
Reserve. 
0730-1130 hrs: Enemy 
attempts to break out 
SE & SW from Redoubt 
repulsed. 
1100 hrs approx.: 2 RS 
ordered to withdraw to 
Line GOLDEN HILL - LAI 
CHI KOK during the 
night 10/11th Dec., 
the loss of the 
Redoubt having made 
all ford. positions 
untenable. 
Enemy MG and mortar 
fire from the Redoubt 
and along the 
Catchment steadily 
increased, but no 
further advance. 
After dark, Bn. 
disengaged by Coys. 

R.A. 
H.K.S.R.A. 

 
0300 hrs: All A/M 
Batteries on SHING MUN 
REDOUBT area. 
1st MTN.BTY. moved one 
gun up to TATES CAIRN 
for targets on TAI PO 
ROAD. 
2nd MTN.BTY.3.7 ad 4.5 
many targets. 
Throughout the day, 
chiefly infantry 
groups and mortars. 
Ammunition allotment 
exceeded. 

The Winnipeg 
Grenadiers 

 
0230 hrs: D Coy. left 
WONG NEI CHONG for 
Vehicular Ferry. Spent 
remainder of day at 
POLO GROUND. This move 
was made to give 
Mainland Comdr. a 
reserve to support any 
sector of the line as 
required. 



and withdrew to the 
above-ordered line, 
which had only been 
partially dug. 
Adv.Bn.HQ. - FILTER 
BEDS HOUSE. 

 
11th December 
0720 hrs: OC. Reserve 
Coy. reported he was 
holding localities 93, 
97 and 98 but no enemy 
was being engaged. He 
had contacted a 
Platoon of A Coy. 2 RS 
in locality 99 and had 
liaised with OC. B 
Coy. 2 RS on GOLDEN 
HILL. No enemy were 
engaged on this front 
on this day. 
Reserve Coy. withdrew 
by order during the 
afternoon. 

 0730 hrs. approx.: 
Enemy attacked along 
whole Bn. front. Two 
Left Coys. astride 
CASTLE PEAK ROAD 
driven out of their 
posns. but line re-
established W. of LAI 
CHI KOK FEVER 
HOSPITAL. Repeated 
enemy attacks against 
Bn. right flank 
(GOLDEN HILL area) 
failed to break 
through. 
1200 hrs: Mainland 
Comdr. informed line 
not stabilized. 

0935 hrs: 2nd MTN.BTY. 
engaged enemy North of 
Left Coys. 2 RS. First 
salvos short, but 
quickly lengthened on 
to enemy. 
1130 hrs: 25th 
MED.BTY. 6" Hows. 
Crashes from POLO 
GROUND on enemy 
attacking GOLDEN HILL. 

0925 hrs: D Coy. moved 
forward in close 
support to 2 RS and 
occupied line LAI CHI 
KOK Pass to P in Pass 
at 188617. 

 
Fortress Operation Order No.3, ordering withdrawal to the Island during night of 11/12th December. 
 
Bn. ordered to cover 
withdrawal of troops 
from Mainland & then 
to occupy MA LAU TONG 
position DEVILS PEAK. 
1600 hrs: Rearguard 
positions taken up. 
2000 hrs: First 
elements commenced 
withdrawal to MA LAU 
TONG. 

Bn. ordered to 
withdraw via DEVILS 
PEAK to the Island. 
2330 hrs: 2nd i/c 
(Major G.E. Gray) A, B 
Coys. and details 
crossed to Island via 
LYEMUN. 

Throughout afternoon 
enemy attacks 
decreased and finally 
ceased. 
1800 hrs: Commenced 
thinning out, and 
disengaged apparently 
unknown to enemy. 
Crossed to the Island 
from KOWLOON OLD CITY 
PIER. 
2230 hrs: Bn. re-
formed in Murray 

1st MTN.BTY. commenced 
withdrawal to DEVILS 
PEAK. 
1315 hrs: 2nd MTN.BTY. 
commenced withdrawal 
from FILTER BEDS. 
1300 hrs: 25th 
MED.BTY. commenced 
withdrawal. 60-pdr. 
guns destroyed 'in 
situ'. 

1500 hrs: D Coy. in 
positions astride 
TAIPO ROAD - PIPERS 
HILL WEST to foothills 
West of FILTER BEDS. 
Coy.HQ. - FAHNSTOCK 
HOUSE. 
1830 hrs: Covered 
withdrawal of 2 RS to 
SHEP KIP MEI and then 
embarked at KOWLOON 
DOCK for Island. 



2359 hrs: Rear 
elements clear CUSTOMS 
PASS - KOWLOON PEAK. 

Barracks with orders 
to occupy NE. sector 
TAIKOO, at first 
light. 

 
(Two Platoons Fortress Royal Engineers took up position East of 
TAI PO - CASTLE PEAK road junction at            and embarked for 

The Island at KOWLOON OLD CITY PIER about 2300 hrs.) 
 
 
12th December 

5th Bn., 7th Rajput 
Regiment. 

 
0200 hrs: MA LAU TONG 
positions occupied by A and 
B Coys., MMGs and mortars. 
Bn.HQ. & Res.Coy. at HAIWAN. 
0400 hrs: 2 Coys. 2/14th 
under Lt.Col. Kidd passed 
through. Coy. from SMUGGLERS 
RIDGE rejoined. 
0800 hrs: Administration 
Area heavily bombed. 
1745 hrs: Enemy, strength 
about 1½ bns. attacked MA 
LAU TONG position. Trapped 
by wire and broke down with 
heavy casualties. 
2359 hrs: MA LAU TONG 
evacuated. A Coy., MMGs and 
mortars withdrew to Admin. 
Area for embarkation to 
Island. CHAI WAN position 
completely occupied. 
 
 

2nd Bn., 14th Punjab 
Regiment. 

 
0445 hrs: Bn. took over NW 
sector with A and B Coys. 
and details plus some MG 
detachments of 1 Mx. under 
command of Major G.E. Gray. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2359 hrs. approx: 
Remainder of Bn. under 
Lt.Col. G.R. Kidd arrived in 
NW sector. 

2nd Bn., The Royal Scots. 
 
 
0700 hrs: A and D Coys. 
arrived for dispersal in 
QUARRY POINT & NORTH POINT 
areas. 
HQ.Coy. and Bn.HQ. to TAIKOO 
SCHOOL; B & C Coys. under 
2nd i/c (Major S. Burn) to 
BLUE POOL VALLEY in reserve, 
and to rest. 
Daylight recce by small 
parties; A & D Coys. 
occupied NE sector after 
dark. 
Bn. now under Island Command 
(Brig. J.K. Lawson), HQ at 
WONG NEI CHONG. 
Some 11 PBs had been manned 
since 1630 hrs. 11th Dec. by 
improvised MG crews from 1st 
Mx., details of 2 RS, and 
No. 3 Coy. HKVDC under 
command of 2nd i/c 1st Mx. 
(Major S.F. Hedgecoe). 

R.A. 
H.K.S.R.A. 

 
1800 hrs: No. 1 MTN.BTY. 
rapid fire on massed enemy 
withdrawing into nullahs MA 
LAU TONG. 
Tai Tam 6" How. BTY. - 
several concentrations on 
A/M targets. 
 
2200 hrs: No. 1 MTN. BTY. 
evacuated to Admin. area for 
embarkation to the Island. 

 
13th December 
0430 hrs: Fortress ordered 
complete evacuation of 
DEVILS PEAK by first light. 

During night 12/13th owing 
to reports of enemy 
landings, Reserve Coy. (B 

Recce of area. 
Reorganization and re-
equipment of Bn. 

No. 1 MTN. BTY. mules all 
abandoned on DEVILS PEAK, 



0630 hrs: All troops except 
picquets withdrawn to Admn. 
Area awaiting embarkation, 
by RASC water transport. 
0730 hrs: Picquets 
withdrawn. 
0745 hrs: Bn.HQ. embarked in 
MTBs. 
0930 hrs: HMS. "Thracian" & 
MTB's disembarked at 
ABERDEEN. 

Coy.) was twice sent to the 
water front - once to the 
Vehicular Ferry and later to 
R.N. Dockyard. 

Declined to take over PAK-
SHA-WAN from RRC owing to 
the already extended front 
of the two Forward Coys., 2 
RS. 

owing breakdown in water 
transport. 

 
0905 hrs: Arrival of Japanese peace delegate at Murray Pier. 
1524 hrs: H.E. the Governor's reply to H.E. Lieut.-General Takashi Sakai. 
 
Bn. concentrated for rest at 
TYTAM by 1100 hrs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Completed occupation of NW. 
sector. 

W.e.f. midnight 13/14th 
December, Island Comd. 
ceased, & East Inf. Bde. 
opened at TYTAM (Brig. C. 
Wallis). 
2 RS came under East Inf. 
Bde. 
West Inf. Bde. at WONG NEI 
CHONG (Brig. J.K. Lawson). 

 

 
14th December 
Bn. proceeded to N. Face 
area to take over from 2 RS. 
PAK SHA WAN taken over as 
well from RRC. 
Bn. lay for night in sub-
unit areas with 2 RS. 
 
 

Reorganisation of Bn. and 
Bn. area including 
construction of alternative 
positions for PB crews. 

Some shelling of PBs. Enemy 
movements observed on DEVILS 
PEAK and KOWLOON PENINSULA. 
Some shelling and bombing of 
BLUE POOL VALLEY. 
1700 hrs. approx: OC 5/7th 
and his Bn.HQ. arrived 
TAIKOO SCHOOL followed after 
dark by the remainder of Bn. 
which was dispersed in NE 
sector. 

 

 
15th December 
Bn. still lying with 2 RS. 
2 RS evacuated sector after 
dark. 

Shelling and bombing of Bn. 
area. 

A.M.: Orders received to 
hand over NE sector to 5.7th 
Rajput. and move after dark 

 



Bn. took over N.Face Sector 
PAK SHA WAN, 3 PBs at 
CAUSEWAY BAY with 1 Mx. 
personnel, and CAROLINE 
HILL.  

2230 hrs: A Coy. 2 RS 
occupied MAY ROAD area with 
Coy.HQ in CHATER HOUSE, as 
Isld. Reserve under command 
of OC., 2/14th. 

to posns. from N. Shore to 
WANCHAI GAP with one Coy. 
detached to MAY ROAD as 
Island Reserve. 
Recce of new areas. 
Throughout the day, shelling 
increased along the N. 
Shore. A number of PBs in NE 
sector were destroyed. 
Observation of enemy 
movements and collection of 
junks in KLN.BAY indicated 
possible enemy attempt at 
landing. 
2000 hrs: Handing-over 
completed, and Bn. moved to 
new positions. 

 
  



EAST INFANTRY BRIGADE         ISLAND DEPLOYMENT. 
 

from 16th December, 1941. 
 
Troops as at first light 16th December 

 
TYTAM. 

 

 
NORTH FACE. 

 
LYEMUN. 

 
COLLINSON - SHEK O. 

EAST BRIGADE HQ. 
Comdr. Brig. C.Wallis. 
Sig.Sec. R.Sigs. 
Bn.HQ.- HQ.Coy. RRC 
Med.Bty. 6" Hows. 
 
 
 
 
 

5/7 Rajput Regt. 
HQ:- TAIKOO SCHOOL. 
A Coy. QUARRY PT.-PAKSHAWAN. 
D Coy. NORTH PT.-BRAEMAR. 
B Coy. CAROLINE HILL. 
C Coy. Reserve, TAIKOO. 
No.1 Coy. HKVDC (less 1 
Platoon) - TYTAM TUK. 
One Sec. 18-pdr. BDG's - 
BRAEMAR. 
PBs 53, 54, 55 - 1 Mx. 

One Pl. 5/7 Rajput Regt. 
at PAKSHAWAN. 
Bty.HKVDC - SAIWAN FORT. 
B.D.L.(RE) PAKSHAWAN. 
C Coy. RRC. 

One Bty. 8 Cst.Regt. RA. 
9.2" - D'AGUILAR. 
One Pl. No.1 Coy.HKVDC (4 
Bren Carriers)-TYTAM GAP. 
No.2 Coy. HKVDC - SHEK-O. 
Royal Rifles of Canada: 
A Coy - WINDY GAP - 
D'AGUILAR areas. 
D Coy. - OBELISK HILL area. 
B Coy. STONEHILL area. 
(38 - 39) 
1st Middlesex: 
B Coy.- STONEHILL, manning 
PBs 21 - 30. 
D Coy.- OBELISK HILL, 
manning PBs 31 - 39. 

 
16th December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Routine Recce. 
Heavy morning shelling. 
Targets: PBs, Docks, and 
PAKSHAWAN. 
Afternoon - ditto. 
Heavy dive-bombing attack 
PAKSHAWAN, LYEMUN. 
All PB crews ordered into 
alternative positions. 

Heavy shelling of forward 
areas. 
Dive-bombing attack LYEMUN 
and PAKSHAWAN. 
 
BDL. operating on programme 
laid down by 5/7th Rajputs. 

 

 Heavy morning shelling. 
Targets: Main Road, PBs and 
PAKSHAWAN. 

Heavy shelling of forwd. 
areas PAKSHAWAN. 

 

 
  



17th December 
 
1220 hrs: Fortress message that no hostile action would be undertaken by the enemy during next 3 hours. 
1540 hrs: H.E. the Governor's reply made to 2nd and final Japanese peace emissaries. 
 
 Evening shelling of PBs. 

Owing to damage to commns. & 
Lyon lights, crews had to 
withdraw to tertiary posns. 
Regt.OP. established to 
assist RA. OP on MOUNT 
PARKER. 

  

 
18th December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2130 hrs: Commdr. East Inf. 
Bde. ordered OC Royal Rifles 
of Canada to send his 
platoon which was in 
positions at BOA VISTA to 
occupy prepared positions on 
MOUNT PARKER and forestalled 
the enemy. 
Another was to replace 
former Pl. at BOA VISTA. 
2205 hrs: 5/7 Rajputs 
reported to East Bde., enemy 
definitely in TAIKOO SUGAR 
REFINERY.  

Heavy morning shelling. 
Targets: PBs, HQ, Reserve 
areas, Main Rd. Considerable 
damage to PBs and comms. 
1600 hrs: Relief Pl sent 
from A Coy. to relieve 
PAKSHAWAN. 
1700 hrs: Intense 
bombardment along whole 
front for 1½ hrs. Matsheds 
and Paint Factory ablaze. 
Heavy smoke pall. 
2100 hrs: Landings reported 
simultaneously at ALDRICH 
BAY, TAIKOO DOCKS and NORTH 
POINT. 
2200 hrs: Enemy after very 
heavy casualties at TAIKOO 
and NORTH POINT had gained a 
footing. 
2359 hrs: After 1½ hrs. 
fighting in TAIKOO, HQ. 
evacuated and details took 
up positions on N.slopes of 
MT.BUTLER to support A Coy. 
No.1 Coy. HKVDC had 
withdrawn from Sanatorium. 

Heavy shelling and dive-
bombing of forward areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
1700 hrs: Relief Pl. shut up 
with garrison at PAKSHAWAN 
owing to bombardment. 
 
1900 hrs: BDL. permanently 
"on". 
 
PAKSHAWAN platoons 5/7th 
Rajputs surrounded but 
continued resistance till 
forenoon of the following 
day. 
BDL left "exposed" but crew 
withdrawn. 

 

 



19th December 
 

TYTAM. 
 

 
NORTH FACE. 

 
LYEMUN. 

 
STANLEY. 

0400 hrs: Pl. occupying BOA 
VISTA was ordered forward on 
to MOUNT PARKER in support 
of first Pl. Found MOUNT 
PARKER occupied by the enemy 
and forced to retire to BOA 
VISTA at 0900 hrs. 
 
 
0800 hrs: Bde.Comdr.issued 
orders for withdrawal of all 
troops in TYTAM, COLLINSON-
SHEKO and GAUGE BASIN areas, 
to STANLEY. RRC to occupy 
outpost position BRICK HILL 
- SUGAR LOAF - STONE HILL - 
THE TWINS - REPULSE BAY 
LOOKOUT by 1600 hrs. 
RRC and attached troops had 
passed through TYTAM GAP by 
1300 hrs. 
 

0200 hrs: A/M position 
attacked from left rear and 
evacuated for fresh position 
higher up. 
0330 hrs: This position in 
turn again attacked from 
left rear. Enemy Pl. bumped 
into this position frontally 
in close formation and 
suffered very heavily. Heavy 
small-arm fire heard from A 
Coy. area and certain 
surviving PBs along sea-
front. 
1st Light: Bn.HQ. and 
surviving details withdrew 
via JARDINES L.O.- GAUGE 
BASIN - TYTAM TUK 
crossroads. 
Former already occupied by 
enemy with fresh waves 
advancing up its Northern 
slopes from direction of TAI 
HANG VILLAGE. 
0800 hrs: OC 5/7 Raj. 
contacted Bde.Cdr, and gave 
him report of the situation. 
Ordered to protect TYTAM TUK 
crossroads till all Bde. 
troops were clear en route 
to STANLEY. 
1300 hrs: Bn.HQ. and 
remnants withdrew in rear of 
Bde. to STANLEY. A and D 
Coys. 5/7th Rajput areas and 
surviving PBs believed 
finally overcome about this 
time. 

PAKSHAWAN area overcome some 
time after daylight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
 

COLLINSON - SHEKO. 
____________________________ 

 
Forts D'AGUILAR, COLLINSON 
and CHUNG AM KOK guns spiked 
and evacuated. 
No.2 Coy. HKVDC and RRC 
elements evacuated from 
COLLINSON area by 1200 hrs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1600 hrs: Stanley position 
occupied. 
RRC in outpost position 
5/7th Rajput remnants in 
reserve. 
8th Cst. RA.- STANLEY FORT 
RA. personnel without guns 
formed themselves into rifle 
Coys. 



Bde.HQ. in STONE HILL HQ. 
shelters. 

 
20th December 
 

S T A N L E Y. 
 
0001 hrs: East Brigade Commander issued orders for RRC to attack at 0800 hrs. 
RRC. ordered to advance along Repulse Bay Road. Objectives: (1) REPULSE BAY - MIDDLE SPUR - VIOLET HILL; (2) WONG NEI 
CHONG GAP. 1 Pl. No.2 Coy. HKVDC; No.1 Coy. (MG) HKVDC and two 18-pdr. BDGs to assist advance. Bde. HQ. moved to 
private house 200 yds. W. of STONE HILL. 
 
1500 hrs: RRC having failed to enter REPULSE BAY, further attack called off and RRC ordered to re-occupy original 
outpost line for the night. All other troops withdrew again to STANLEY. 
 
21st December 
0730 hrs: RRC ordered to advance via BRICK FIELDS - GAUGE BASIN - VIOLET HILL to occupy WNC GAP. Advance held up in 
GAUGE BASIN area. Bde. column again withdrew to STANLEY with same outpost position reoccupied, less A Coy. RRC in 
REPULSE BAY HOTEL area. 
 
1000 hrs: Bn. HQ. 5/7 Rajput evacuated by MTB to ABERDEEN. HMS.'Cicala' air-bombed and sunk. 
 
22nd December 
Heavy shelling of all areas. 
East Inf. Bde. moved to PRISON OFFICERS' CLUB. 
 
23rd December 
0300 hrs: Details RRC arrived back in STANLEY. Coy. REPULSE BAY RIDGE; Coy. STANLEY MOUND; Coy. STANLEY VIEW; Coy. 
SUGAR LOAF HILL; Bn.HQ. STANLEY VIEW. 
 
1400 hrs: Enemy attempt at infiltration, and shelling of all areas. 
 
2200 hrs: Main outpost line abandoned; units moved back to new line on STANLEY PENINSULA. Less one Coy. RRC and No.2 
Coy.HKVDC holding CHUNG AM KOK area. 
 
24th December 
Bde.HQ. moved to STANLEY FORT. 
A.M.: Patrol activity. Extensive moves of enemy troops in hills. Arrangements made for RRC to be relieved for rest and 
re-organisation. Shelling of Bde.HQ. 
 



2100 hrs: RRC relieved and occupied STANLEY BARRACKS to rest and re-organize. Line taken over by units 1st.Mddx. and 
HKVDC. 
 
2200 hrs: Heavy attack launched by Japanese. Confused fighting throughout the night; by dawn line compelled to retire 
on to previously prepared line held by 30 Bty. and 36 Bty. 
 
25th December 
A.M.: No serious attack; considerable mortar fire and very heavy shelling of STANLEY PORT. 
1400 hrs: Unsuccessful counter-attack by one Coy. RRC. 
1800 hrs: Unsuccessful counter-attack by another Coy.RRC. 
  



WEST INFANTRY BRIGADE         ISLAND DEPLOYMENT. 
 

from 16th December, 1941. 
 
Troops as at first light 16th December 

 
WONG NEI CHONG. 

 

 
ABERDEEN - BENNETTS HILL 

- LITTLE HONG KONG. 
 

 
WANCHAI GAP. 

 
NORTH-WEST SECTOR. 

WEST BRIGADE HQ. 
Comdr. Brig. J.K. Lawson. 
Sig.Sec. R.Sigs; D Coy. 
W/Gren. (Bde.Reserve). 
Troops:- 
2nd Bn. The Royal Scots 
(from North Face to WANCHAI 
GAP). 
1st Middx. Regt. HQ.- 
LEIGHTON HILL (218537), 
manning PBs 1, 3 to 11, 36 
to 39, 53a and 59. 
2/14th Punjab Regt.- (NORTH 
WEST SECTOR), manning PBs 58 
and 60 to 72 inclusive. 
Winnipeg Grenadiers (less 1 
Coy.) South West Sector. 
HKVDC - HQ. PEAK MANSIONS. 
No.3 Coy.- WONG NEI CHONG. 
No.4 Coy.- VICTORIA PEAK. 
No.5 Coy.- KENNEDY TN. GAP. 
No.7 Coy.- MAGAZINE GAP. 
          (Sanatorium). 

C Coy. W/Grenadiers with HQ 
in shelters 
NORTH ABERDEEN RESERVOIR. 
A Coy. W/Grenadiers with 
Coy.HQ in LITTLE HONG KONG 
Shelters. 
C Coy. 1/Mx. Regiment with 
Coy. HQ in LITTLE HONG KONG 
SHELTERS. 
- Manning PBs 12 to 20. 

Winnipeg Grenadiers 
HQ Coy.in houses along 
COOMBE RD. and on WANCHAI 
POLICE STATION HILL. 
Bn.HQ. WANCHAI SHELTERS. 
B Coy.- POKFULAM. 
2nd Bn. The Royal Scots; 
Forwd Coy. from N.Shore 
PBs 56, 57 & 57a to KENNEDY 
ROAD EAST. 
Centre Coy. BOWEN ROAD RE-
ENTRANT by night. Dispersed 
to South by day. 
Rear Coy. MIDDLE GAP RD. 
GARAGE area. Bn. HQ. - 
No. 526 on MIDDLE GAP RD. 
 
A.M.: High-level bombing 
attack on ABERDEEN DOCKYARD 
area. 

2nd Bn. 14th Punjab Regt. 
Bn.HQ.- Junction of 
MACDONNELL & GARDEN RDS. 
A Coy - UNIVERSITY area. 
B Coy.- Reserve Coy. 
CENTRAL POLICE STN. area. 
C Coy.- LOWER PEAK TRAM 
STATION. 
D Coy.- KENNEDY RD. WEST. 
 
1 Coy. 2 RS - ISLAND 
RESERVE - MAY ROAD area. 

 
During day MAGAZINE GAP bombed and communications temporarily disrupted. 

 
17th December 

 
All troops continued improving positions. Intermittent bombing and shelling of the areas. 

 
 
1220 hrs: Fortress ordered No Hostile Action should take place during the next three hours. 
1540 hrs: H.E. the Governor's reply made to second and final Japanese Peace Emissaries. 
 
 



 
Two gramophone records (1) Home Sweet Home and 
(2) a Hindustani record were repeated, amplified 
by loud speakers, from the KOWLOON PENINSULA 
throughout nights of 16th/17th and 17th/18th 
December, clearly audible at WANCHAI GAP. 

 
 

Bombing and shelling of all areas intensified. 
 
 
18th December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2300 hrs: 
Sub-units informed some 
enemy had landed at TAIKOO 
and were probably moving 
towards the city. 
 
 

 AM: High-level bombing 
attack on ABERDEEN. 
MAGAZINE GAP bombed and 
shelled throughout the day. 
Forward Coy. 2 RS on NORTH 
FACE heavily shelled. 
2125 hrs: Forward Coy. 
reported red Verey-lights 
from the direction of NORTH 
POINT followed by heavy MG 
fire all along front of 
5/7th Rajputs. 
Heavy enemy shelling of 
TAIKOO area. 

 

 
19th December 
 

WONG NEI CHONG. 
 
0100 hrs: D Coy. W/Grenadiers occupying prepared positions West Infantry Brigade area. 
0155 hrs: Brigade Comdr. ordered OC W/Grenadiers to send him 3 Platoons. Two of these Platoons were found from HQ Coy. 
and one from E Coy. W/Grenadiers. OC 2 RS took over defence of WANCHAI GAP. 
On arrival at West Inf.Bde. HQ. these Platoons were dispersed as follows:- 1 Pl. to occupy Road junction, STUBBS ROAD - 
TAI HANG ROAD. 1 Pl. to J.L.O. to engage the enemy reported to have occupied J.L.O. 
This Pl. engaged the enemy; suffered casualties including Pl.Comdr. killed; and was finally over-run on the lower 
slopes of J.L.O. One Pl. sent forward to MT. BUTLER to occupy positions. Engaged by enemy en route; suffered casualties 
including Pl.Comdr. killed; survivors returned to WNC. 
0230 hrs: Forward Pl. No.3 Coy. HKVDC on North slopes of J.L.O. over-run by 300 enemy. 
0230 hrs: Bde.Comdr. ordered A Coy. W/Gren. out of LITTLE HONG KONG positions, to WONG NEI CHONG GAP. 



From here, 0500 hrs., A Coy. less 1 Pl. (but completed by 1 Pl. from Reserve Coy.) was sent to J.L.O. to engage 
advancing enemy. At first light it found the high ground occupied by enemy. During heavy fighting this Company was 
surrounded by the enemy and suffered heavy casualties; all officers were killed and the survivors fought their way back 
to WNC. 
0400 hrs: Fortress ordered C.E. to organize a party with a fighting role for WONG NEI CHONG GAP. Some 70 British and 70 
Chinese Sappers left Shouson Hill at 0600 hrs. under command of Lt.Col. R.G. Lamb RE., and at 0630 hrs. arrived WNC Gap 
but found access to Bde. HQ impossible, and finally withdrew at 1030 hrs. in order to take part in any properly 
supported attack that might be staged. Two sections were left astride BLACKS LINK - SHOUSON HILL track. 
0415 hrs: Reserve Coy. 2/14th Punjab Regt. ordered forward and occupied the HILL RING CONTOUR 225523, East of TAI HANG 
ROAD, to prevent enemy infiltration along TAI HANG ROAD. Reported in position and in touch with 1 Mx. HQ at 0925 hrs. 
0530 hrs: 1 Pl. A Coy. WG. from BENNETT'S HILL reported to West Inf.Bde. Comdr. Later joined RE party in WNC Gap; 
engaged the enemy and then withdrew to WANCHAI GAP. 
0545 hrs: Lt.Cdr. H.W. Dulley, Hong Kong RNVR, and party of 12 officers HKRNVR arrived POSTBRIDGE to investigate fifth-
column activities. Found enemy in vicinity; joined RA in POSTBRIDGE where Comdr. Dulley took command until killed. 
0700 hrs: Bde.Comdr. ordered 2 RS to send up Reserve Coy., which had been liberated from Fortress Reserve, as enemy 
were all round Bde.HQ. This Coy. left WANCHAI GAP on trucks for STUBBS RD - TAI HANG ROAD crossroads at 0728 hrs. A 
party of 5, led by a Sergeant, entered Bde.HQ. Shelters about 1130 hrs., but were all killed. Coy. reduced to effective 
strength of 15, held up 200 yards N. of WNC GAP. 
0730 hrs: 1 Pl. E Coy. W/Gren. from BELCHERS POINT, reported West Inf.Bde. 0800 hrs. Two Pls. D Coy. W/Gren. engaged 
enemy and were cut off from Coy. HQ. Finally outflanked, and after casualties withdrew to WANCHAI GAP and reported Bn. 
HQ. 
0740 hrs: Enemy seized WNC POLICE STATION. 
0830 hrs: R.N. party, HMS. 'Thracian', some 160 strong under Comdr. A.L. Pears, assembled at ABERDEEN, with orders to 
report to Comdr. West Inf.Bde. at WNC GAP. Ambushed on trucks some 250 yards S. 
1000 hrs: OC. 2/14th Punjab Regt. ordered by Fortress HQ to send one section (3) Bren-gun carriers to WNC GAP to assist 
in evacuation of West Inf.Bde. HQ. 2nd-Lt. Kerfoot, in charge, was killed. Carriers shot up by enemy from high ground 
overlooking road near West Inf.Bde. HQ. and were forced to withdraw to HQ. 2/14th Punjab Regt., having suffered 
casualties. 
1000 hrs: Comdr. West Inf.Bde. phoned Fortress HQ that he and his staff were about to fight their way out of their 
Shelters, and enemy were actually shooting into them. Brig. J.K. Lawson was killed just outside Bde. Shelters. 
1300 hrs: Fortress Opn. order No.6 issued for 2 RS (less 1 Coy.) with 1 Coy. W/Gren. and Fortress RE. to attack and 
clear WNC GAP and JLO at 1500 hrs. 
1530-1730 hrs: 2 RS less A Coy. (Island Reserve) already sent to the relief of West Inf.Bde. HQ. with HQ Coy. W/Gren. 
and party Fortress RE, attacked WNC GAP and the West slopes of JLO, moving astride MT. NICHOLSON - MT. CAMERON and up 
the WNC GAP ROAD from HAPPY VALLEY. After considerable casualties the attack was finally held up some 300 yards from 
the Gap on N. and W. sides, by heavy and accurate fire from the high ground East of the Gap and from the slopes of JLO. 
Further daylight advance was impossible without artillery support. 
1830 hrs: OC 2 RS reported personally to G.O.C. in Fortress HQ. and received orders for night attack on WNC Gap and 
JLO. 
2030 hrs approx: About 100 Indian personnel from 1st Mtn.Bty. and 3rd Med.Bty. RA. at Stanley, under Majors E. deV. 
Hunt and J. Fielding, RA., with two ACs HKVDC. reached the vicinity of WNC Gap from the South. 
2100 hrs: ACs reached the Gap but only a few RA could follow them. Major Fielding RA. was killed. 



2230 hrs: Major Hunt RA., Major Hodkinson and Lt. Campbell, WG., and a small party of W/Gren. attacked WNC POLICE 
STATION from the North but were driven back by grenades from the high ground S. of the new TYTAM MILITARY ROAD. 
 
20th December 
0100 hrs: D Coy. 2 RS reached WNC Gap from N side, and contacted ACs and Major Hunt's RA party. D Coy. attacked the 
POLICE STATION KNOLL and was engaged with the enemy in and around the Gap until 0300 hrs. when it was joined by a 
composite HQ Coy. and B Coy. 2 RS (less 1 Platoon) from BLACKS LINK. A combined attack with D Coy. on POLICE STATION 
HILL was beaten off by the enemy. 
0300-0600 hrs: 2 RS staged 3 attacks on POLICE STATION HILL, supported by MGs manned by W/Gren from MT. NICHOLSON, but 
were unable to capture it. Patrols from C Coy. 2 RS on the left found W slopes of JLO held by about 500 enemy and the 
new Military Road from WNC to TYTAM swept by enemy machine-gun fire. 
At first light, were forced to withdraw to less exposed positions MT.NICHOLSON S. - BLUE POOL VALLEY. 
 
  



19th December 
 

WANCHAI GAP 
 
0030 hrs: Bde.Comdr. phoned OC 2 RS and informed him enemy were pushing along N. Shore and had reached PB.51. 
0255 hrs: Bde. Comdr. on concentrator to OCs 2 RS, 2/14th and W/Gren., informed them enemy in some considerable force 
had landed at NORTH POINT, and had been ferrying over more during the night. Enemy appeared to have made good the ridge 
to JLO, which they attacked and captured. West Inf.Bde. were sending out one Platoon to investigate. 
0300 hrs: G.O.C. spoke to OC 2 RS and ordered him to send one section of Bren-gun carriers to OC 1 Mx. at his HQ on 
LEIGHTON HILL (218537). At 0440 hrs. OC 1 Mx reported their arrival. 
0600 hrs: Information from West Inf.Bde. that enemy had driven HKVDC off MOUNT PARKER. 
0728 hrs: Reserve Coy. 2 RS (A Coy.) left WANCHAI GAP for relief of West Bde. HQ. 
0900 hrs: 2 RS sent out officers patrol to contact above Coy., - failed to contact. 
0935 hrs: Adjutant 2/14th reported their D Coy. just below JLO and in touch with 1st Middlesex. 
1130 hrs: GSO.1 phoned orders for 2 RS to stand and fight in present positions. 
1225 hrs: Message from A Coy. 2 RS "Am held up 200 yds. N. of Bde.Shelters. Only 15 effective left. Bde.HQ. not yet 
directly attacked." This was repeated to Fortress HQ. 
1330 hrs: Fortress Opn. Order No.6 received, ordering 2 RS (less 1 Coy.) to clear WNC GAP and capture JLO from South. 
1500 hrs: 2 RS moved forward to the attack, assisted by HQ Coy. W/Gren. from WANCHAI GAP and one Platoon C Coy. 
W/Grenadiers from ABERDEEN. (Account of this attack, see WNC column). This left OC W/Gren. with only his Bn.HQ. at 
WANCHAI GAP, B Coy. in position POKFULAM and C Coy. (less 1 Platoon) in positions at ABERDEEN, and one Platoon of A 
Coy. coming in to HQ from BENNETTS HILL. There were also details of RE and personnel of rear Bn. HQ. 2 RS. 
 

C A R O L I N E   H I L L   -   N O R T H   S H O R E. 
 
1st Middlesex HQ. at LEIGHTON HILL. 
0030 hrs: West Inf.Bde. Comdr. reported to Bn. Comdrs. that the enemy were pushing along N. Shore and had reached 
PB.51. 
D Coy. 5/7th Rajputs Platoon areas at NORTH POINT opposite HONG KONG ELECTRIC POWER STATION, in position and resisting 
enemy until about 1300 hrs. 
0440 hrs: 2 Bren-gun carriers 2 RS, reported for duty at 1 Mx. HQ. 
Throughout the day fighting continued around these localities and the Power Station, but no further penetration was 
made and the line was stabilized - CEMETERY RIDGE - PB.53. 
1100 hrs: approx: Fortress HQ. ordered 2 Coys. 2/14th Punjab Regt. to counter-attack and assist the withdrawal of D 
Coy. 5/7th Rajputs from CAUSEWAY BAY RESERVOIR area. 
1400 hrs: 2/14th Punjab rendezvous at ROYAL NAVAL HOSPITAL where their CO had completed his recce. and had met OC. 1 
Mx. and OC. B Coy. 5/7th Rajputs on LEIGHTON HILL, gave out his orders. 
Bn. passed through CEMETERY RIDGE - LEIGHTON HILL line and unopposed reached CAROLINE HILL, which had been vacated. 
From here, under cover of Bn. mortars and MGs., moved forward to make good a prominent ridge overlooking CAUSEWAY BAY 
RESERVOIR. The objective was reached in spite of heavy resistance; some 2 Bns. of enemy were surprised at close 
quarters marching up the Catchment. The Reservoir area was clearly visible but there were no signs of any of our own 
troops. 



Prior to this attack, GSO.1 had ordered OC. 2/14th Punjab to return to our lines before dark; the object of the attack 
having been attained, Col. Kidd ordered his two Coys. back to HAPPY VALLEY area. 
 
20th December 
 

S H O U S O N   H I L L    -    L I T T L E   H O N G   K O N G. 
 
1000 hrs: From UNIVERSITY area, A Coy. 2/14th, strength 2 officers 25 men, was ordered by Fortress HQ to move forward 
and clear ABERDEEN - SHOUSON HILL ROAD. Enemy were contacted astride ISLAND ROAD between ABERDEEN and DEEPWATER BAY in 
too strong a position to be dislodged. 
 
21st December 
With the assistance of a number of Naval personnel and details of other units in the vicinity, a final attack was 
organised by Lt.Col. Kidd, OC. 2/14th Punjab Regt. The attack reached almost the summit of SHOUSON HILL when in the 
face of very heavy fire from more than one direction all personnel of 2/14th were either killed or wounded, including 
Lt.Col. Kidd who was killed, and we suffered heavy casualties. 
 
23rd December 
0900 hrs: Fortress HQ (GSO.1) ordered LITTLE HONG KONG to be evacuated. 
 
  



20th December 
 

CEMETERY RIDGE-N.SHORE. 
 

 
BLUE POOL VALLEY - TAI HANG 

ROAD. 

 
MOUNT NICHOLSON 

 
WANCHAI GAP 

Survivors 5/7th Rajputs from 
NORTH POINT and B Coy. from 
CAROLINE HILL under I.O. 
(all BO's killed), occupied 
posns. along CEMETERY RIDGE 
with Z Coy. 1 Mx. on 
LEIGHTON HILL, under command 
OC 1 Mx. at VENTRIS ROAD. 
 
Mortar shelling and sniping 
along whole ridge throughout 
the day. 
 
I.O = Indian Officer 
 

0630 hrs: C Coy, 2 RS 
astride BLUE POOL ROAD - SIR 
CECILS RIDE south of TAI 
HANG ROAD. 
B Coy. 2/14th Punjab Regt. 
at RING CONTOUR 225528 and 
in touch with 2 RS. 
1230 hrs: Enemy attacked B 
Coy 2/14 positions. Attack 
repulsed. 1 Pl. C Coy. 2 RS 
sent to give close support 
to B Coy. 2/14. 
1330 hrs: B Coy. 2 RS sent 
forward to cover gap between 
C Coy. and B Coy. 2/14th 
Punjab positions, and 
succeeded in occupying 
positions EAST of SIR CECILS 
RIDE. 
1830 hrs: Enemy from JLO 
attack on B Coy. 2 RS driven 
off. 
Heavy rain during night 
20/21st December appeared to 
deter further enemy attacks 
and gave 2 RS time to 
reorganize and dig-in fresh 
positions. 

About 0730 hrs. 2 RS (less 1 
Pl.) finding the positions 
taken up untenable by 
daylight, withdrew over the 
N. slopes of MT.NICHOLSON to 
Bn.HQ. at entrance to 41 
STUBBS RD, covered by 
composite HQ Coy. and 
remnants D Coy. Remnants of 
A Coy. held N.slopes of MT. 
NICHOLSON. 
1200 hrs: Adjt.2 RS sent out 
to contact HQ Coy. and 
remnants D Coy. 
He found Capt. Ford with 
these troops in posn. which 
though exposed was 
considered tenable. 
1730 hrs: Preceded by 
accurate mortar-fire, enemy 
attacked 2 RS positions. 
First attack repulsed but 
the second about 1830 hrs. 
turned the flanks of HQ and 
D Coys. and forced Capt. 
Ford to withdraw. 
Covered by heavy mist they 
disengaged and moved back to 
Bn.HQ. 

Intermittent engagements 
throughout the day by 
survivors of D Coy. WG in 
Shelters WNC Gap. 
0930 hrs: B Coy. ordered to 
evacuate POKFULAM and report 
to Bn. HQ., which it reached 
at 1300 hrs. 
1800 hrs: B Coy. W/Gren. 
sent along BLACKS LINK to 
attack WNC Gap via BLACKS 
LINK. Attacked by enemy at 
MIDDLE GAP. 
Enemy repulsed, Coy. re-
organized and prepared to 
carry out attack at first 
light 21st Dec. 
0930 hrs: Fortress RE with 1 
Pl. W/Gren. ordered to 
occupy posns. on WANCHAI GAP 
POLICE STATION HILL, N. of 
COOMBE RD., and to be 
prepared to bring fire to 
bear eastwards along N. 
slopes of MT. CAMERON and 
the BOWEN RD. REENTRANT. 
Positions occupied and 
organized in three Pl. 
localities and contact made 
with No.7 Coy. HKVDC. 
Coy.HQ. F.RE. was at 547 
MIDDLE GAP RD - (Potter's). 
Rain; visibility bad; enemy 
night attacks repulsed. 

 
  



21st December 
 

CEMETERY RIDGE-N.SHORE. 
 

 
BLUE POOL VALLEY - TAI HANG ROAD. 

 
WANCHAI GAP 

1300 hrs: OC 5/7 Rajputs arrived from 
STANLEY and joined 1 Mx. HQ at VENTRIS 
ROAD. 
1700 hrs: OC 5/7 Rajputs visited the 
Indian posts on CEMETERY RIDGE, which 
he re-organized. 
2 RS Platoon which had been lent to 
assist in defence, returned to its own 
unit. 
1700 hrs: 1 Mx. HQ. moved to GILMANS 
GARAGE, HENNESSY ROAD. 
 
Mortar shelling and sniping all day. 
 

2 RS positions now as follows: 
From N. slopes of MT.NICHOLSON astride 
REPULSE BAY ROAD - BLUE POOL ROAD to 
SIR CECILS RIDE with 1 Pl. in close 
support of B Coy. 2/14 in area RING 
CONTOUR Hill 225528 and some 200 yds. 
South of TAI HANG ROAD. 
0630 hrs. approx: Enemy attacked from 
direction of WNC and JLO; attack 
broken up. Enemy then opened mortar 
and MG fire all along front of 2 RS 
and B Coy. 2/14 but did not follow up 
with an attack. 
1430 hrs: Enemy attacked astride BLUE 
POOL ROAD. Attack held up; positions 
restored by counter-attack. 
1500 hrs. approx. 1 sec. MMGs from 
2/14 reported to HQ. 2 RS for duty and 
were sited to cover JLO from high 
ground area 40 STUBBS ROAD. 
1630 hrs. approx: Left of 2 RS line 
and area held by B Coy. 2/14 heavily 
mortared and machine-gunned from JLO. 
Defenders driven out of their 
positions. Remnants of B Coy. 2/14 
withdrew to 2 RS HQ at 41 STUBBS ROAD. 
1830 hrs: Determined enemy attack 
drove 2 RS N. of TAI HANG ROAD. 
1900 hrs: 2 RS counter-attack reopened 
the road and positions South of road 
occupied for remainder of night 
21/22nd December. 

0730 hrs: B Coy. W/Gren. attacked by 
enemy and driven out of MIDDLE GAP 
positions with casualties, withdrew to 
WANCHAI GAP. 
0930 hrs: GOC spoke to OC W/Gren. and 
ordered him to hold MOUNT CAMERON. 
W/Gren. HQ Coy., remnants of A and B 
Coys. and 1 Pl. C. Coy. occupied and 
prepared positions on MOUNT CAMERON. 
A party of some 50 Fortress RE manned 
the Southern slopes of MOUNT CAMERON 
under command of W/Gren., leaving 1 
Platoon F.RE. in position just West of 
WANCHAI GAP on POLICE STATION HILL. 
1000 hrs: Major G, Trist, 2nd i/c 
W/Gren. assumed command of all troops 
on MT.CAMERON. Enemy artillery and 
mortars active. 
Heavy rain at night.  
 
 
  

 
  



22nd December 
 

CEMETERY RIDGE-N.SHORE. 
 

 
BLUE POOL VALLEY - TAI HANG ROAD. 

 
WANCHAI GAP 

0530 hrs: Patrols sent out failed to 
contact 2/14 Coy. on right flank as 
this Coy. had withdrawn. 
1200 hrs: G.Ops. ordered line to bend 
back from CEMETERY to prevent enemy 
penetrations via BLUE POOL ROAD area. 
This to be carried out immediately, in 
daylight. 
1500 hrs: New dispositions all 
occupied but movement had caused heavy 
mortar-fire and casualties including 
Coy.Comdr. 
1600 hrs: 1 Mx occupied slopes of 
EUROPEAN CEMETERY - MORRISON HILL - 
RACECOURSE - LEE THEATRE - CANAL ST. 
EAST - WATER FRONT. 
 

0730 hrs: D Coy. HQ W/Gren. remnants 
and composite personnel WG, who had 
engaged the enemy continuously since 
19th and had exhausted their 
ammunition, surrendered in WNC 
Shelters. Effective fighting strength 
- 15. 
1130 hrs: Very heavy mortar-fire was 
put down on all 2 RS positions 
followed by enemy attack, which, 
failing to penetrate positions, 
withdrew. MMG. Sec. 2/14 received 
direct mortar shells, all killed and 
guns destroyed. 
1200 hrs: 5/7 Rajputs seen from 41 
STUBBS RD., vacating CEMETERY RIDGE 
and appeared to occupy positions round 
HAPPY VALLEY. 
1300 hrs: Fortress HQ ordered 2 RS and 
B Coy.2/14 Punjab Regt. to withdraw to 
a line W. of MT.NICHOLSON CAMP - RING 
CONTOUR 21524 - N. astride STUBBS 
ROAD, near the EUROPEAN CEMETERY. 
1900 hrs: 2 RS commenced to disengage 
and by 2000 hrs. were clear of 
positions, apparently undetected. 
2100 hrs: 2 RS reported to Fortress HQ 
as having occupied new positions. 

2000 hrs: Heavy enemy mortar-fire, 
followed by LMG fire on forwd. posns. 
MT.CAMERON. Determined enemy attack 
penetrated between right flank of WGs 
and left flank of F.RE. platoon. 
Actg.Bde.Cmdr. (Col. H.B. Rose, MC.) 
informed of evacuation of MOUNT 
CAMERON and withdrawal of W/Gren. to 
MOUNT GOUGH. Withdrawal covered by 
Fortress RE platoon in positions on 
WANCHAI POLICE STATION HILL. Personnel 
of 2 RS rear Bn. HQ. under Major J.R. 
Pirie, whose party had first to 
evacuate some 20 European women and 
children from MIDDLE GAP ROAD; also 
the Adv. Dressing Stn. had to be 
cleared by him. At about 2100 hrs. 
Major Pirie was ordered to withdraw to 
The Peak. Bde. HQ. withdrew from 
WANCHAI GAP Shelters and opened West 
of MAGAZINE GAP at No. 515 The Peak. 
About 2359 hrs. HQ W/Gren. moved back 
to MOUNT GOUGH. Our artillery opened 
on MOUNT CAMERON. 

 
23rd December 
 

HAPPY VALLEY - HENNESSY ROAD. 
 

 
STUBBS ROAD - WANCHAI GAP. 

 
BENNETT's HILL - ABERDEEN. 

A.M.: Increasingly heavy Arty. and 
mortar fire along whole of CEMETERY 
RIDGE and LEIGHTON HILL. 
1200 hrs: HE. The Governor and GSO.1 
visited HQ at GILMANS GARAGE. 

2 RS HQ. in a trench S. of Stubbs RD. 
213522 out of communication with rest 
of garrison through lack of field 
telephone cable and having no motor-
cycles left. 

1530 hrs: OC. W/Gren. ordered to re-
occupy ABERDEEN RESERVOIR positions & 
BENNETT'S HILL by dusk, linking up 
with remainder of WG. MIDDLE GAP RD. 
GARAGE area. 



1500 hrs: 1 officer and 15 RS joined 1 
Mx and were placed in defensive 
positions at CANAL RD. WEST. These had 
fought W. of ST. ALBERTS HOSP. earlier 
in the day and were ordered by 
Fortress HQ. into the WANCHAI area. 
1530 hrs: Very heavy Arty. 
concentrations on LEIGHTON HILL for 20 
mins. followed by strong infantry 
attack. RED HOUSE, W. of CEMETERY 
RIDGE was occupied by enemy. 
Garrisons of CEMETERY RIDGE and 
LEIGHTON HILL withdrawn, in 
consequence to STUBBS RD. - MORRISON 
HILL RD. junction. 
1730 hrs: 1 Mx HQ. moved to SAILORS' & 
SOLDIERS' HOME, Hennessy Road. 

0200 hrs: West Inf.Bde. informed 2 RS 
by DR enemy had broken through on 
MT.CAMERON; our garrison from MT. 
CAMERON was reforming at MT.GOUGH; 
West Inf.Bde. HQ had opened W. of 
MAGAZINE GAP. This was the first 
intimation OC 2 RS received of the 
incident described above (See 2000 
hrs. 22 Dec.) 
In reply 2 RS sent situation report to 
Bde. - "Digging in from N. of MIDDLE 
GAP (213516) - MT. NICHOLSON CAMP 
(214520) - RING CONTOUR (214524) - 
Road block on LOWER STUBBS RD. 
(214525); 2 RS HQ. as above. 
Attempting to make contact with 
Canadians at MIDDLE GAP". 
0730 hrs: OC 2 RS ordered sub-units to 
fight in present positions, disengage 
after dark and join Bn. HQ. at WANCHAI 
GAP where they would be allotted new 
positions. 
0830 hrs. approx: A/Comdr. West 
Inf.Bde. ordered Fortress RE to patrol 
MT. CAMERON and find out conditions. 
MT.CAMERON was patrolled from North to 
South and only two enemy snipers were 
encountered; both were killed. During 
the morning, West Inf.Bde. ordered 
full occupation of WANCHAI GAP POLICE 
STATION HILL by Fortress RE. Shortly 
after dusk these REs were relieved by 
W/Gren. and F.RE. moved to rest at 119 
The Peak, JARDINE'S CORNER. 
0930 hrs: Outpost positions 2 RS 
driven back by enemy but 2 RS main 
line held. 
1400 hrs. approx: Royal Marine patrol 
from BOWEN RD. RE-ENTRANT contacted 2 
RS near 48 Stubbs Road. 
1415 hrs. approx: Some 150 enemy seen 
marching along BLACKS LINK towards 

2000 hrs: C Coy. W/Gren. occupied 
ABERDEEN RESERVOIR positions & 
BENNETT's HILL. Coy.HQ. in Shelter N. 
ABERDEEN RESERVOIR.  



WANCHAI GAP. They appeared to advance 
as far as WANCHAI GAP, which was NOT 
then occupied by our troops, having 
been evacuated about 2200 hrs. 22nd 
Dec. About 1530 hrs this party of 
enemy returned along BLACKS LINK and 
disappeared after passing through 
MIDDLE GAP. This was probably a strong 
recce. party sent out to find out what 
force was holding MT. CAMERON and the 
area of WANCHAI GAP. 
1430 hrs: GSO.III contacted OC 2 RS on 
STUBBS Rd with orders from Fortress 
for 2 RS to occupy WANCHAI GAP and if 
possible, MT. CAMERON. 
1645 hrs: Two weak Coys. RS had 
occupied MT.CAMERON from MIDDLE GAP 
RD. GARAGE 213516 to BLACKS LINK, 
thence N. to road block opposite 48 
STUBBS RD. 206525. These Coys. were 
formed from RS personnel who had been 
discharged from Hospital either 
slightly wounded or sick, and by 
thinning out 2 RS main position. 
Bn.HQ. opened at WANCHAI GAP Shelters. 
1730 hrs: OC 2 RS reports situation to 
G.O.C. on his direct concentrator 
which was still working, from WANCHAI 
GAP SHELTERS. 
1930 hrs: W/Gren.Bn.HQ. returned to 
WANCHAI GAP SHELTERS and took over 
from MIDDLE GAP RD. GARAGE - SW to 
BENNETT'S HILL (2050) thence to 
ABERDEEN RES. (1950), Reserve Coy. WG 
being at MAGAZINE GAP. 2 RS to remain 
responsible for defence of WANCHAI 
GAP. 
2000 hrs: Fortress HQ and West 
Inf.Bde. informed of situation. 2 RS 
strengthened and improved positions on 
MT.CAMERON. Liaison continued with 
party of R/Marines in BOWEN RD RE-



ENTRANT. Our patrols active. A quiet 
night. 

 
24th December 
 

HAPPY VALLEY - HENNESSY ROAD. 
 

 
STUBBS RD. - WANCHAI GAP. 

 
BENNETT's HILL - ABERDEEN. 

0830 hrs: Small parties enemy had 
penetrated almost up to 1 Mx positions 
in EUROPEAN CEMETERY. 
1000 hrs: 5/7 Rajput remnants and RM 
occupied PARISH HILL. Line of FDLS in 
area now as follows: PARISH HILL - 
MORRISON HILL - CANAL RD. - SEA. 
1020 hrs: 2 RS party, less 2 Bren-gun 
carriers ordered to return to own unit 
at WANCHAI GAP. 
1730 hrs: Reinforcements dismounted RA 
and RE arrived at 1 Mx HQ and sent to 
PARISH HILL area. 
2100 hrs: 2 Bren-gun carriers 2/14 
Punjab Regt. escorted RA party with 
Bofors gun to HAPPY VALLEY RACECOURSE 
to demolish a house occupied by enemy. 
House demolished, party returned. 
 

0030 hrs: 2 RS situation reported to 
Fortress and West Inf.Bde. explained 
missing sub-units still fighting in 
following areas: ABERDEEN - 
MT.NICHOLSON CAMP - LOWER STUBBS RD. 
and in support of 1 Mx. CANAL RD. 
WEST. Bn. effective strength 175 
approx. all ranks. A quiet day. Night 
patrols (1) to MIDDLE GAP (2) and to 
MT.NICHOLSON CAMP ordered by Fortress 
HQ. After dark, 200 prs. brown PT 
shoes issued to 2 RS and WGs on 
request of OC 2 RS. At dusk 1 Pl. 
Fortress RE under 2/Lt. Wakefield RE, 
reported for duty & came under command 
of OC. 2 RS. 
Throughout the night our patrols 
active; impossible to reach MIDDLE GAP 
or MOUNT NICHOLSON CAMP. 
2200 hrs: Enemy attacked BENNETT'S 
HILL. Attack repulsed.  

Local activity throughout the day. 
2200 hrs: Enemy unsuccessfully 
attacked BENNETT'S HILL. W/Gren. 
retained their positions. 

 
25th December 
 

HAPPY VALLEY - HENNESSY ROAD. 
 

 
STUBBS ROAD - WANCHAI GAP. 

A.M.: Enemy activity on CANAL ROAD increasing. 
 
 
 

0022 hrs: W/Gren reported to Fortress, enemy penetrations at 202513. 
0120 hrs: W/Gren reported slight enemy break-through at 198510. 
0230 hrs: OC ABERDEEN Coy. reported enemy possibly advancing up 
ABERDEEN TRACK to WANCHAI GAP. Track blocked by 2 RS. No enemy 
materialized. 
0600 hrs: OC ABERDEEN Coy. W/Gren. prepared plan for a counter attack 
and asked Bde. for MG support. This fire support failed to 
materialize and counter attack was not launched. 



0600-0900 hrs: 2 RS occupied day positions in defence of WANCHAI GAP 
[and] sent back 2 Coys. 14 and 7 strong respectively, to rest and 
reorganize near Bn. HQ at No. 118 The Peak (Lane, Crawford's Garage).  

 
0900-1100 hrs: Fortress ordered no offensive action to be taken by our troops unless attacked, while more European 
women and children from REPULSE BAY were being conducted through the fighting lines towards HAPPY VALLEY. 
 
1000 hrs: 1 Mx HQ opened in Murray Barracks. 
Remainder of line withdrawn to SHIP STREET, 
with Z Coy. 1 Mx HQ. at SOLDIERS' HOME. 
Further parties RE and RA reinforcements 
arrived. 
1200 hrs: 60 Other Ranks 2/14 Punjab Regt. 
ordered to fill a gap in the line at WANCHAI, 
reported to CO 1 Mx. 
1300 hrs: PARISH HILL attacked and captured by 
enemy. Garrison withdrew to MEAT MARKET. 
1530 hrs: G.O.C. rang up to order the 'Cease 
Fire'. 
 
 
 
 
 

During the temporary 'Cease Fire' Actg.Bde.Comdr. Col. H.B. Rose, MC. 
visited WANCHAI GAP HQ. and explained situation to OCs 2 RS and 
W/Gren.; the positions must be maintained at all costs; active 
forward patrolling. Nos. 4 and 7 Coys HKVDC were occupying general 
support line Sanatorium (incl.) 195522 to 191513. 
1100 hrs: OC W/Gren. ordered forward all available personnel of his 
Bn. to counter attack BENNET'S HILL area in lieu of MG support. 
1115 hrs: Chief Signal Officer visited WANCHAI GAP HQ. Communications 
had been out as a result of enemy bombing, also shelling from KOWLOON 
PENINSULA. 
1300 hrs. approx: HQ 2 RS moved out of WANCHAI GAP Shelters and 
joined remainder of Bn. on POLICE STATION HILL (202525). OC W/Gren 
agreed to cover rear of 2 RS positions as far back as MAGAZINE GAP. 
Enemy had today introduced incendiary bombs which burnt off all cover 
on hillsides and left defence positions in the open, extremely naked. 
1300 hrs: OC W/Gren. cancelled order for his Bn. counter attack. 
1500 hrs: Lt.Cols. White, MC, and Sutcliffe sent for to Bde. HQ. 
which was at No. 515 The Peak, some 300 yards West of MAGAZINE GAP. 
1550 hrs: Lt.Col. F.D. Field, RA, informed Lt.Cols. White and 
Sutcliffe that they were to return to their Battalions, fly a white 
flag and stop further fighting. These were the G.O.C.'s orders. 
Lt.Col. White checked this order with rear Bde. HQ. at Peak Mansions 
and with GSO.I at Fortress HQ. Both confirmed. 
1643 hrs: Lt.Col. White, having returned to his Bn. HQ., explained 
this order, which was carried out. Effective strength 2 RS - 4 
officers, 98 other ranks, total 102. 
 

 



 


