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1st FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

2nd FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

After Stand-down our standing patrols started coming in, & in all
cases had N.T.R. & N.E.S. The CO attended a conference at Bde &
at his orders group we learned that 89 Bde had the job of holding
ground already taken, & preventing Japs infiltrating thro® to the
Corps Airhead which was being prepared at SINTHE (9201 - 84K/11).
It also gives the remainder of the Division a chance to catch us
up! The Bn is at present the furthest troops into Burma in the
SOUTH. Lieut Hewitt & his patrol were several hours overdue in
coming back but eventually turned up hale & hearty but very
disappointed at not having succeeded in winning the much coveted
bottle of beer for the Ffirst Jap. He saw no Japs during his 24
hour patrol but was able to give a good topographical report on
the area of the oilwells (square 0683 - 84K/15). Mr Ellis and 3
men from D Coy left in jeeps to pt 547 (0689) where they were
dropped to go on to the oilwells & make a more extensive patrol
of that area. As a result of the Bde conference Colonel Conder
ordered out A coy under Major Chisholm to establish a patrol base
in the area of YELA-TAUNG (155965 - 84K/15) with the object of
patrolling & clearing the village of KANDAW (2393 - 84K/15). They
had 1 det of 3" Mortars under Capt Ferguson mounted on 2 jeeps &
trailers with a fast supporting mobile role. D Coy took over A
Coys positions that night, & B & Coys closed in to fill the D
Coy position. Normal standing patrols were sent out just before
dusk. - The men still are keen to draw first blood & competition
is high. Rations are steadily improving & we hope to get up
canteen rations in a day or so.

After an uneventful night the Bn proceeded to improve dug-
positions, fire lanes & camouflage same. For 3 nights roaming
Japanese recce-planes have been over at night, although no signs
have been seen of aircraft throughout the day. At 0400 hrs A Coy
under Major Chisholm moved out with Mortars in support to
establish a Patrol base at YELA-TAUNG (1596 - 84K/15). On arrival
at YELA-TAUNG 12 JAPS were seem in the chaung at (170945 -
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3rd FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

84K/15) moving EAST. Our patrol went out to intercept them but
the Japs retreated to the WEST at a level 8 seconds per 100
yards. We engaged with 3" Mortars but failed to draw blood. A
local report states that 10 JAPS hurriedly left the village
towards the EAST on hearing the sounds of our jeep engines. This
was the village of YELA-ALE (1597 - 84K/15). Captain Charlier
(2/1/c A Coy) with 1 Platoon under command left to recce then
enter the village of KANDAW (2393 - 84K/15) & secure same. The CO
returned from A Coy at midday & left for Bde HQ to try & obtain
anti-tank gunners support in case Japs had TANKETTES in the area.
The attempt was unsuccessful as was his attempt to be allowed to
take forward a troop of 25 pounders to brass the Japs up a bit.
He was, however, successful in obtaining some transport to make 2
Platoons of A Coy mobile. This will assist them in their role
when patrolling the areas of PAKOKKU (4389 - 840/3) & KANHLA
(3389 - 840/3). At 2100 hrs firing from our lads broke out
between B Coy & D Coy. Investigation showed that somebody had
been snooping around the area but had bolted when firing broke
out. 0dd Firing was heard throughout the night but was distant. A
large fire to our SOUTH was reported again. Nothing else to
report.

The day dawns after a day of excitement & eventual success in
drawing blood from the JAPS. The night 2/3rd proved very quiet &
there is nothing to report. Colonel Conder with his escort & a
patrol from B Coy under Sgt Jolley left in jeeps to go forward to
KANDAW (2393 - 84K/15). At about 120967 - 84K/15 near TABYA, the
C.0. & his party were ambushed by 6 or 7 JAPS equipped with
L.M.Gs. They proved rotten shots these JAPS, & not one of the COs
party were injured. The CO and party withdrew behind cover &
encircled this ambush party. True to recent tradition the Japs
had legged it to the EAST. The CO & party then proceeded to
KANDAW to contact A Coy. The CO then went forward to NGAPAUNGGAN
(2891 - 84K/15) to look at the country forward from the high
ground. No enemy extracted this trip. The road from KANDAW
onwards to PAKOKKU is tar-macked & we later discovered from Tac R
reports that all roads to PAKOKKU are mined. Col Blackadder & 2
officers from the Gordon Highlanders (now converted to TANKS)
visited us to get the lay out & to study the country to our
front. Their recce group is expected to work with us from
tomorrow onwards & will be in our protected locality. A patrol
under Lieut Dale from A Coy set out after JAPS thirsting for
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4th FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

blood to the village of SEBINZU (1890 - 84K/15) but returned with
an NES report. The CO laid on a Patrol programme with A Coy since
our recces to KANHLA (3389 - 840/3) were held up 12 hrs due to an
air-strike on it. A Coy established a patrol base on the high
ground at (3495 - 840/3) from whence night recce patrols left to
cut the main road to PAKOKKU at these points. 1 Patrol to 3191
KANHLA and to LEYA (3589 - 840/3) & 1 to PAUKIN (3989 - 840/3).
Fighting patrols based on results of these recce patrols will be
sent out tomorrow. A Coy sent out a patrol to NGAPAUNGGAN (2891 -
84K/15) encountered 20 Japs in the Pagoda area 275913 & later
report from A Coy said we had 1 slightly wounded man & that the
patrol had inflicted 4 more casualties to the enemy.

Another quiet night passed & we awoke with that good feeling that
the Bn had drawn First blood in the Bde, & with success. We took
them on at approx 5 to 1 & inflicted casualties at 5 to 1 to our
credit. Last year in the Arakan our opening encounter was the
same, so it promises to be a good omen for the Bn in the
forthcoming campaign. Our Padre Capt Rev Campbell held Holy
Communion this morning & a morning service at 0930 hrs in true
Covenanter style with the surrounding features held by armed men.
At 0830 the CO left with his mobile group to go out to A Coy &
"lay on" the fighting programme for today & tonight. At 1130 hrs
we received reports to the effect that (1) Patrols from A Coy
report movement on the road going NORTH at (3087 - 84K/15) at
2300 hrs. No vehicles & NES at (3588 - 840/3 & 3589 - 840/3).
They heard intermittent fire area 3091 - 84K/15) at 2300 hrs. A
very large fire in area (3389 - 840/3) at 0800 hrs this morning.
The COs jeep group were Fired on at area 1795, with only 1
vehicle getting through. The CO & the remainder had to stay on
the WEST side of the chaung & fight it out. 1 Platoon from A Coy
left KANDAW to help them out. A later report shows that the CO &
his group got through & it transpired that the C.O. had succeeded
in killing 1 Jap & wounding 1 other. He also managed to collect
some Japanese kit & later reports when Colonel Conder arrives
back to the Bn may have some details. Another patrol report shows
that 3 recce patrols last night to 1890 - 84K/15 returned with an
NES report. C Coy report that 1 Japanese officer & 12 Japs left
village of SEBINZU (1890 - 84K/15) on night 2/3rd FEB for village
in square 1596 (84K/15) & another 12 went SOUTH down chaung with
bullock carts. SEBINZU seems to be a patrol base for the JAPS &
the C.0. is going to tickle them up a bit with B Coy tomorrow
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5th FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

when A Coy returns to the fold. At 1130 hrs - 114 Bde less 1 Bn
started to move through us to harbour in the area of KANDAW prior
to onward move to PAKOKKU. Their Brigadier is meeting Colonel
Conder at KANDAW to get the latest information from him. The CO
returned to the Bn at about 1630 hrs & verified about shooting
the Japs in his little party. A Coy sent out fighting patrols
last night as a final effort before returning to the Bn. 114 Bde
are now responsible for KANDAW & onwards to the IRRAWADDY. B Coy
under Major Courtenay-Hood shall be going out early tomorrow
morning to mop up Japs & clear the Japs Patrol base which we
suspect as being at SEBINZU (1890 - 84K/15). A jeep & trailer
load of Japanese equipment was brought in as a result of the CO &
his party successfully dealing with the Jap ambush. This was sent
on to Bde. D Coy patrols all returned with an NES report. At 2100
hrs our OPs reported a number of vehicles approaching our
position from the EAST. On investigation they turned out to be a
supply officer & party from 114 Bde returning to collect an air-
drop. He was detained by us for the night since the road is very
dangerous & subject to ambushes. Intermittent Firing & blazing
fires reported throughout the night, otherwise all quiet on our
front.

At 0200 hrs this morning B Coy moved out with 3" mortars on mules
& 1 FOO from 500 Battery - 136 Fd Regt. The CO had laid on a plan
whereby A Coy returning from the EAST worked in conjunction with
B Coy from the WEST, whereby they combed the whole area from the
main road PAUK - PAKOKKU, southwards to approx the 86 Horizontal
grid line (84K/15). This should finally mop up the Jap isolated
parties for once & for all. At 0615 hrs the detained supply
officer was allowed to proceed to SINTHE. Up to 1400 hrs no
reports from either A & B Coys, but Tac R report A Coy travelling
WESTWARDS. At 1500 hrs A Coy returned triumphant & a very much
more experienced Company to the Battalion. A report was received
that a battle was taking place to the EAST from our positions at
approximately the area squares (1393 - 1493 - 84 K/15). It later
transpired that 1 Platoon of B Coy under Lieut Brazier had had a
very successful encounter with the Japs.

Lieut Brazier returned to the Bn at about 1715 hrs, bringing with
him 4 of our own casualties. Apparently he had approached the
village of NYAUNGGWEGYIT (145935 - 84 K/15) with his platoon plus
B Coy HQ. As Lieut Brazier came through a clump of bamboo he came
face to face with a Japanese officer. Brazier was quicker on the
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6th FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

draw & the Japanese officer is now on his way to his honourable
ancestors. This officer had obviously had warning of the B Coy
platoon®"s arrival & had been planning an ambush & siting his LMGs
to prepare a welcome for them. This was foiled & the Japs got the
worst of it. When their officer was killed, peace reigned for a
period, then 6 or 7 Japs managed to put in a bayonet attack. This
was fatal from their point of view, because they failed &
suffered casualties. The Japs then fired blindly through bashas
(huts) & swept the whole of the village with LMG fire. This is
where we got our casualties. Lieut Brazier who had been isolated,
gathered Coy HQ & 2 sections together & made a '""Box" round the
wounded. He then made a recce for his withdrawal, gathered some
bullock-carts from the next village & made his way to the main
road where the wounded were brought in to the Bn by jeeps.
Meanwhile Lieut Braziers 3rd section was doing a chukker to the
Japs rear, under command of Cpl Ralston. They had not been seen
for quite a period & when Cpl Ralston reported to Bn HQ, it
transpired that he had fun & games also. He had one casualty
himself & had inflicted 2 certs (killed) & wounded either 1 or 2.
This brought this Platoons total log up to 8 Japs killed & at
least six wounded as opposed to our 5 wounded, only 1 of which
was serious. It was a good piece of work, & once again we came
out on top. The CO held an O group conference & told us his plan
for mopping up the Japs in that area, for the next day. The
Brigadier sent a signal expressing his pleasure at the Bns work.
Jap parties in this area are obviously well organised & are
equipped with Mortars, LMGs, & cup dischargers.

As usual we had a very uneventful night & in fact the whole day
was the same. A similar programme as for the 5th was "laid on" by
the CO to sweep the whole area from the chaung junction (1785 -
84K/15) up to the main PAUK - PAKOKKU road then WEST back to the
Bn area. C Coy under Major Russell left the Bn position at 0730
hrs & proceeded down the road to TABYA (1296 - 84K/15). They then
proceeded SOUTHWARD in the following order. 1 Platoon was to
sweep down the KYAT CHAUNG (1292 - 84K/15), 1 Pl & Coy HQ to
sweep down the KU - CHAUNG (1691 - 84K/15) & the other platoon to
come down the EAST bank of the CHAUNGMAGYl - CHAUNG so that the 3
columns converged on the village of CHAUNGGWA (1789 - 84K/15)
where they were to contact B Company. They then swept back up to
the main road then return to the Bn. This was a pretty hectic
task irrespective of the distance & the heavy sandy going, since
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7th FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

it meant that every village had to be thoroughly searched. In
actual fact, there are more villages than enough, & these are not
shown on the map. C Coy were all keyed up & thirsting for blood,
but after a long hard days hunting, they had to return having not
even had a glance of a Jap. Naturally disappointment was rife,
but spirits are high & they are keen to have another go. Word was
received that Pte Lloyd of B Company had died in the ADS. He was
buried near the village of TANDAWGON (9499 - 84K/15) at map
reference 943997 - 84K/11. B Coy sent a fighting patrol to the
village of SABE (1184 - 84K/15) but had no luck there. The 2/1/C
of the 4/1st Gurkhas liaised with us, & informed us that 33 Bde
was on its way up. He was the Adv party & was going to spend the
night at YALE-TAUNG (1596 - 84/K15). B Coy was informed of this
move since it was in their patrolling area. Throughout the day
there was nothing else to report. At 2000 hrs 2 jeeps with 2
officers & 4 men from the Gordon Highlanders were detained for
the night in C Coy area, since the road is dangerous for small
parties at night.

The plan for today was very similar to the 2 previous days, only
this time in reverse, in the hope that the JAP would expect us to
drive from the NORTH to the SOUTH. D Coy moved out at 0730 hrs
after the road had been opened by armoured-cars (P.A.V.0. Regt) &
they took up ''stop' positions in a line as follows. THANBO (0501
- 84/K15) 1 Platoon. Coy HQ & 1 Platoon under Major Turnbull on
the high ground at square (0802 - 84/K/15), & the remaining Pl at
square (1504 - 84/K15). The Pl at THANBO found it clear of enemy
& moved up to the alternative position at THABYEDON (0904 -
84K/15). B Coy then drove up the CHAUNGMAGYI CHAUNG, the KU-
CHAUNG & the KYAT-CHAUNG with a Pl in each, the idea being to
drive the japs NORTH, & into the lap of D Coy"s stops, who were
all prepared for them. - Although a thorough sweep was made, B
Coy contacted D Coy without sighting even 1 Nippon. Similarly D
Coy hadn"t seen a sausage. Both Coys then returned to YOZAYAT
very disappointed indeed. A Coy had put out a recce patrol to Pt
703 (0891 - 84K/15) just to keep their eye on the WEST side of
the "beat' but had nothing to report.

No. Pte Lloyd of B Coy died in the ADS as a result of
wounds sustained in the battle with the Japs at ANAUKTAW (1191 -
84K/15) on the 6th FEB 1945.

Although the patrolling has been hard, the men are very fit &
it says a lot for our young Battalion, considering our patrolling

J.R Stewart Capt & Adj




8th FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

9th FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

area was at one time 21 miles by 6 miles over something akin to
desert country, cactus etc completing the picture. Mail is coming
in OK, & the news that our letter cards can now go "FREE" has
been received very well indeed.

As usual we had a very quiet night. C Coy moved out under Major
Russell, & with Capt Stalker as a guide. They were sent out to
make a 15 cwt(able) road from the road & track junction at
(114969 - 84K/15) near the village of TABYA, across country to
the village of KYAT (133915 - 84K/15) & inclusive the KYAT-
CHAUNG. Here they were to link up with a coy of the 1/11 Sikhs &
1 section of Indian Engineers. The C.0 & the 1.0. (Capt Young)
accompanied with our new Signal Officer (Lt Killip) went out at
1330 hrs to see the progress that C Coy were making. At about
1600 hrs the CO & his party returned, bringing back the report
that the road as far as our part was finished, & that C Coy were
now on their way back to the Camp. The Bn has had a hard time of
it, patrolling, so he decided to give the remainder of the Bn a
rest, with the result there are no patrols out today. Lately we
have had no brushes with the Jap, since 114 Bde have taken the
burden on their shoulders now.

An amusing incident has come to light, out of the B Coy battle.
One bren gunner from B Coy was lying behind a Bren which had been
put out of action. The CSM, knowing the gun was useless & seeing
the man lying behind the gun, asked him if he knew his gun was
out of action, where upon the individual replied "Aye fine a“"ken
its nae guid - but it"s a guid bluff anyway"”! - Click! Click!
Considering they were under fire at the time, all keyed up for
battle, it gives a rough indication of the type of man we"ve got
in the Bn at present, & how high the morale is. At 0945 hrs the
CO held a Coy Commanders Conference, put us all in the picture
about other points, & discussed training of the men, now that
things were more quiet. At 2000 hrs an officer reported to the
Adjutant in the Command Post that he was bringing through 17
Sherman tanks. This was good news & before long we heard the
tanks rumbling up the road. It really was music to hear these
tanks & morale is up another 100%.

D Coy sent out three recce patrols to the following places. 1st
patrol went to the SW to pt 524 (9992 - 84K/11) returning by a
different route. 2nd patrol went due SOUTH to pt 516 (9990 -
84K/11), & the third patrol went via pt 525 (0287 - 84K/11) to
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10th FEBRUARY - YOZAYAT

11th FEBRUARY
YOZAYAT - SABE.

destination at pt 1052 (0486 - 84K/15). All patrols on their
return reported no enemy seen (NES) with the exception of one of
the patrols who reported having seen Japanese footprints probably
about 2 days old on the banks of the KALAPI CHAUNG (9996 -
84K/11) travelling in the direction of WEST to EAST. The
remainder of the day was spent on training. The principal
features being firing of all weapons & wiring practice. One mule
died during the night 8/9th Feb due to Cholic & eventually
"Twisted Gut'". This now leaves us with only 48 working mules. At
1500 hrs we received a warning order from Bde, informing us that
we were moving on the 11th FEB to the Bde concentration area of
MYITCHE (1579 - 84K/16) on the banks of the IRRAWADDY RIVER. The
Commanding Officer held an R&0 group at 1745 hrs, & gave out
orders for the back loading of surplus kit to Bde Admin area.
Daily our air activity is increasing & formations of Liberators,
Mitchells, Spitfires & Hurricanes are prominent. We can now hear
the planes taking off at the Corps airhead at SINTHE (84K/11).
The remainder of the day was very quiet, but everybody is bucked
up by the news that once more we are on the move. The pipers are
now putting In some practice & its grand to have them skirling a
good going tune once more.

There is nothing to report for the night 10/11th February. Back-
loading of surplus kit started at 0900 hrs to the Bde dump. A
message was received to say that 30 reinforcements are at the
air-head for us, & badly we need them to swell our small numbers.
The remainder of the day was quiet & there is nothing to report.
2 new officers, Lieut Walker & Lieut Temple plus 30
reinforcements arrived at 1600 hrs. Lieut Walker was posted to C
Coy & Lieut Temple went to A Coy. Ninety-five percent of these
reinforcements are old Bn hands, so they rejoined their original
companies.

The Battalion moved out of the YOZAYAT area at 0700 hrs in the
following order of march. B Coy, Bn HQ + HQ Coy, A Coy, D Coy & C
Coy less 1 Platoon. This Platoon stayed behind to protect our
battery of 25 pounder which were in support of us. Our M/T
proceed to SABE (115045 - 84K/15) where it was to meet the Bn
prior to an onward move to MYITCHE (1679 - 1/25000 Pagan No 5)
which is the Bns destination on the night of the 11/12th Feb. The
Bn itself left YOZAYAT by the track running SOUTH through the
hills, then across desert country via .547 (060912 - 84K/15) then
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- SABE

12th FEBRUARY - BEYWATHIT.

down the CHAUNGMAGYI - CHAUNG to SABE. By this route the distance
was about 12 miles as the crow flies, but the country was very
sandy & undulating, making the distance considerable. The 1" map
is very inaccurate & in many cases villages which exist are NOT
marked at all. Eventually the Bn rested in an oasis in the shade
of Palm trees, where water was available. According to the map
this position was on the WEST of the chaung at (098850 - 84K/15).
The water was limited in this area, but the Adjutant Capt Stewart
found plenty water close by at 094854 - 84K-15), so the Bn moved
there & took up a defended locality position. The idea was this.
Since we are now practically on the IRRAWADDY, all movement by
day was abolished, then at night, all troops & M/T moved into
MYITCHE under cover of darkness, so the Bn laid itself up at
SABE, got as much rest as possible there prior to the night march
onto MYITCHE. The Adjutant took a charger & went on a recce
across country to the main MYITCHE road, to find the quickest
route there, since the inaccuracy of the maps leads to
unnecessary marching up & down the countryside. The CO received
orders by wireless at 1700 hrs that we had to move as soon as
possible, since we had to take over from another Bn before first
light on the morning of the 12th FEB. The Bn left SABE (84K/15) &
marched to MYITCHE (1679 - 1/25,000 PAGAN 5) where Major Rose our
2/i/c met us. He had more orders & it transpired that we were
relieving the SOUTH LANCASHIRE REGT who were strung out along the
road between MYITCHE - PAKOKKU in company positions. As we
marched NORTHWARDS we met our Bn guides who had been placed there
by the 2/i1/c, & coys branched off accordingly to the respective
positions. Bn HQ & A Coy eventually reached their destination
near the village of BEYWATHIT (250819 - 84K/15) & took up
temporary positions inside South Lancs position at approx (248814
- 84K/15). The men then slept until first light - proceeded to
take over positions. The days marching was very gruelling & the
Bn had covered between 28 to 30 miles over extremely bad country.
The men stood up to it wonderfully & were very fresh after 5 or 6
hrs sleep.

After stand-down was given, the Bn started digging-in, in
temporary positions, since the Commanding Officer was NOT happy
at having his Bn strung out over the country for a distance of 6
to 7 miles, so, having obtained permission from the Brigadier,
proceeded to pull in C & B Coys, making the Bn dispositions as
follows. Bn HQ, HQ Coy, Admin Coy, A & B Coys in the area of
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- BEYWATHIT

13th FEBRUARY - BEYWATHIT.

- BEYWATHIT

squares (2581, 2481 - 84K/15). B Coy occupied the high ground in
the area of the PAGODAS (2481) at the same time protecting the
gunners who were concentrating in the area between the pagodas &
the village. C & D Coys were in the same area; although dispersed
at the village of NANGAT (2379 - 1/25000 PAGAN Sheet 5). The CO
attended a conference at Bde HQ & the task given to the Battalion
was to put out standing patrols at various points along the
IRRAWADDY RIVER, & also to stop any person moving SOUTH to the
river, or travelling NORTH from the river. The following villages
& positions were occupied by us to stop all traffic, as follows.
A Coy - YELEKYUN (3079), a standing patrol at (281784), another
one at (273784) & one at KUKYUN (2577). All these references are
on (1/25000 PAGAN SHEET). C Coy put out stops at ZIGYUN (241771),
SHATAN (236782), TAUKSHABIN (235778) & ZIGYUM (241771). The last
4 references are on map 1/25,000 PAGAN SHEET 5. Remainder of the
day was spent on patrolling. Twelve men were evacuated to the
A_D.S. today.

Throughout the day the companies maintained a strict watch on all
movements on both sides of the river, but had nothing to report
on enemy movements. A portion of HQ Company were needed to
thicken up the gaps in between company standing patrols. All
through the day, men, women & children & bullock carts were
continually being brought in for not complying with the
regulations, & before long we had an assorted collection. These
people were held for 48 hrs until the balloon went up for the
crossing of the IRRAWADDY. The CO attended a conference at Bde HQ
in MYITCHE & on his return supplied us with the following
information. Thirty-Third Bde were doing the actual crossing on
the night of 13/14th FEB, with 1 Bn from 114 Bde. This bn was the
South Lancashire Regt. B Company under Major Courtenay-Hood were
to be attached to 33 Bde, & were going across with them to look
after the beach on SOUTH side of the IRRAWADDY. They have to join
33 Bde in the area of BEYWATHIT (250820 - 84K/15) at 2330 hrs
tonight. The bns job although not very interesting, but a most
essential part, was a task of preparing the beaches for traffic &
troops, so that no hitch occurred & the clearing of the beaches
to ensure a quick turnaround of troops & materiel getting across
the river. Although the men were a bit disappointed at not
getting a chance at the initial crossing, they realized that the
Battalions task was not an easy one, & prepared themselves for
hard work. The Bn were to work under the supervision of the
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14th FEBRUARY - LONBO.

15th FEBRUARY - LONBO.

Engineers, so the Adjutant liaised with the officer commanding
them, & got the programme for the next days work. On the
Adjutant®s report, the C.0O. decided to move the Bn to the village
of LONBO (220774 - Pagan Sheet 5), so that we were right on the
spot for work, & in the proximity of A beach which was at an area
in square (2176 - Pagan No5). Accordingly, the C.0. gave out
verbal orders for the Bns move to LONBO, starting at 0800 hrs on
the morning of the 14th FEB.

The Bn moved out of BEYWATHIT at 0800 hrs & moved to the village
of LONBO (220774) where digging in immediately took place. Early
lunch was laid on & the Bn were ready to commence work at 1200
hrs. The first thing that was required was material to make a
foundation to be able to run tanks & vehicles onto A Beach,
consequently the nearby villages had to be pulled to pieces to
let us have the material. The whole day was spent in pulling down
the villages, & after a very hard days work the Bn returned to
camp at about 1830 hrs. Throughout the whole day, air-craft were
very active bombing & straffing the enemy positions & villages
across the IRRAWADDY. Nothing else to report throughout the
night. Two men were evacuated to 76 M.D.S.

Work had to continue on the work of obtaining materials for the
river crossing, & the nearby villages were pulled to pieces. The
few men who were left in were engaged in improving positions in
the Bn area. In the afternoon the Brigadier arrived & informed
the C.0. that we would probably move the following day, to cross
over from B Beach in area of 2477 (Pagan Sheet 5). There was a
possibility that our mules would have to leave from C Beach which
was further up the river to the EAST, but this was not definite.
89 Bde were to enlarge the bridge-head made by 33 Bde, but
details were not yet available as the plan. Accordingly, the C.O.
held an R & O group as to the method, which we would adopt for
our crossing. Load tables etc were prepared, & all arrangements
keyed up, only requiring the detailed operation orders from Bde
to complete the picture. At 2300 hrs, the Staff Captain arrived
from Bde HQ with verbal orders, telling us that we, the Bn & all
vehicles would cross from B Beach at 0830 hrs the following
morning. The animals were to cross from C Beach, & were to be
there by 0730 hrs. The C.0. then held an "0" Group, & gave out
the timings & orders of march for the move. We have now our 1st
Line attached mules with us, making our total 110 mules. The
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Gunners, - 500 Bty - 130 Fd Regt, are now back under command
again. Four men were evacuated to 76 MDS today.

Reveille was at 0500 hrs for the Bn, less the mule-leaders & 20
men from HQ Coy, who started rope-loading ammunition, rations, &
getting 3" mortars ready for mule loads at 0300 hrs. The mules
under the ATO (Lieut McNish) left the Bn area at 0600 hrs, &
proceeded to C Beach for transportation across the IRRAWADDY. The
Bn moved out at 0730 hrs for B Beach in the following order of
march. A Coy, Tac HQ, Mortar Pl, C Coy, Bn HQ & HQ Coy, D Coy (B
Coy is still across the river under command of 33 Bde). The Bn &
unit transport arrived at B Beach on time, & the U.L.Os party
with Coy representatives, plus 1 jeep, under the 2/i/c (Major
Rose) were embarked at about 0900 hrs, & proceeded across the
river to make arrangements for the reception of the Bn. The
Adjutant (Capt Stewart) acted as the Bn beachmaster, & at 0900
hrs the first 40 men of A Coy were on their way across. Things
were going well, & by 1200 hrs all the personnel of the Bn had
arrived safely on the other side, in the order as for the march
to the beach head. The next thing was the luggage, which was duly
transported in order of priority, ie, ammunition, rations, spare
mortars, & bedding. The sun was glaring down on the sandy beach,
making the work of handling heavy stores more unpleasant & more
difficult, but the men went at their task with an eagerness that
did the Bn credit. The jetties were hurriedly erected things, &
were being used for MT, so the men had to wade out into the muddy
river to load our ramps. In the midst of all this, the Supreme
Commander, Lord Louis Mountbatten, accompanied by the Corps
Commander Lieut-General Messervy & the Divisional Commander
Major-General Evans, arrived on the scene. The "Supremo' talked
to the Adjutant (Capt Stewart) for about 10 minutes & expressed
his satisfaction at the way the men were working, piling the
stuff across to the bridge head. After speaking with a few of the
men, he left to go across himself. The Bn & all the luggage were
completely across by 1500 hrs. All that remained now was the BN
MT & we were held up by vehicles of 33 Bde, which had still to
cross. Eventually the Adjutant managed to procure ramps, & got
across 6 jeeps & tracks, the essential tactical vehicles, by 1700
hrs. The Bn meantime were harboured in the area of (260753 -
PAGAN No7). Orders were received by the C.0. to take up positions
near the village of WETKY in the area (203738 - Sheet 5). As the
Bn moved out, the 2/i/c was ordered by 33 Bde to stop the Bn,
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since a threatened counter-attack by the Japs from the EAST was
expected, & since 33 Bde were then on the ground, the Bn would be
required for a counter-attack role. Since the attack never
materialized the Bn less C Coy (who remained with 33 Bde)
proceeded as originally ordered to area (203738 - sheet 5) where
they contacted a company of 4/8th Gurkhas from our Bde. Temporary
positions were allotted, & the Bn settled down after a good hot
meal for the night. The CO & the Bty went to Bde HQ at 2000 hrs
for orders for the next day. Throughout the crossing & the
advance to our destination through the burning & bomb scarred
villages of NYAUNGU (216743 - Sheet 5) no enemy were seen. Pte
Nean of Admin Coy was repatriated to UK on Compassionate grounds,
& 6 men from the Bn also left us today for 28 days leave in the
UK. No sick evacuated today, & health seems to have improved, as
morale goes higher & higher at our successive defeats & rapid
advances over the Japanese into Burma.

Throughout the night battles could be heard on the 33 Bde front,
but on our own perimeter all was quiet. The morning was spent on
completing the digging-in, & tying up of fire plans, from the
permanent company positions which were occupied at 0600 hrs,
after the Commanding Officers recce. The Bn layout was as
follows. Bn HQ command post was established in the Monastery &
Kyaung area at (203737 - Sheet 5) with HQ Coy taking up its
immediate perimeter, having also the river & chaung banks. Admin
Coy & the mule lines occupied an area at approx (204733 - Sheet
5) C Coy - central point (202733) D Coy central point - (206727 -
Sheet 5) A Coy central point - (210730 - Sheet 5) & B Coy central
point - (211736 - Sheet 5). T Bde HQ established themselves at
(204728 - Sheet 5) & 1 Coy of the Barodas iIn support & protecting
Bde HQ at (198727 - Sheet 5). We have in support 1 Bty 25
pounders, 1 Bty (3" Mortars - A/T Regt). The 1.0. (Capt Young)
with the aid of a Burmese Intelligence Corps interpreter cleared
all villagers out of the immediate vicinity. Coys on searching
their neighbouring areas discovered ammunition dumps & QM dumps
belonging to the I.N.A. (Indian National Army). Some useful
documents were also discovered & sent to Bde. 2 I.N.A. men, 1 a
Punjabi & one a Madrassy surrendered to us, complete with
equipment & 1 Boys Anti-Tank Rifle with ammo. They had been
captured at Singapore with that Bn, & seemed genuine cases. They
too were sent to Bde. About 180 I.N.A. personnel have gladly
given themselves up during the last 4 days. The CO held a R&0O
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group conference at 1600 hrs, & put us in the picture as to the
Bn role whilst in this area. Bn tasks were as follows - (1)
Counter-attack role with 1 troop Sherman tanks in support. (2)
Protect bridge-head & Bde HQ (3) Active Patrolling. At about 1700
hrs, 6 Japanese ZERO fighters straffed the Bridgehead, & swept
down the IRRAWADDY & over our area at approx 100 feet. Spitfires
were hard on their heels as they went out of sight. Burmese
villagers are very friendly & indeed very pleased to have us back
with them. Peace offerings to the CO in the village included
Turkey & will help the rations situation. Two men evacuated to
the ADS.

Distant battles were heard on our own front, but the Bn perimeter
was unmolested by any prowling JAPS. Our patrols returned, having
nothing to report & no enemy seen. The Commanding Officer took
out a mobile column of jeeps, including the Gunner F.0.0. with a
No 22 set, to recce possible positions & harbouring areas, should
the Bn or some of the Companies be called out on a counter-attack
role. The CO & his party returned at 1230 hrs having recced the
WESTERN part of the area. At 1200 hrs they went out again to do
the EAST side, eventually returning at 1630 hrs. At 1445 hrs the
Brigade Major rang up the Adjutant, & ordered one of our
companies to move as soon as possible to help the 1/11 SIKHS mop
up 150 JAPS which they had bottled up, in the area of CHAUNG &
PAGODAS at 160653 - Sheet 5. C Company under Major Russell was
detailed for this job, & had his company embussed on borrowed M/T
& within 50 minutes were away thirsting for blood. As it turned
out, they were not involved in a battle, & returned to base 2
hours later. A & D Coys sent out Fighting patrol & recce patrols
all along our front, leaving the area at dusk & to return at
first light. Word was received that the air-strip at MYITCHE -
1679 - Sheet 5 was now taking DAKOTAS, & fighters were also
working from there. At 1700 hrs the CO held an R&0 group, putting
the Company Commanders in the picture as to the results of his
recce. At 1720 hrs the CO was called to Bde HQ for a conference.
Remainder of the day was quiet, & there is nothing else to
report, with the exception that we found another dump, containing
ammunition, 1 MMG & tripod, 1 Boys A/T rifle & some odds & ends.
We had a rum ration tonight, the first for over a week. 5 men
were admitted to hospital today.
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After another quiet night, our patrols returned with nothing to
report, having seen no enemy. The Commanding Officer had a
conference, & he told us that since we were no more or less
static & likely to be here a few days longer he wanted to start
some training. A summary of possible training was laid down,
including patrolling, fieldcraft & general tightening up of
things that needed improvement. Drill was also started & a
general smartening up process began. Teaching non-swimmers to
swim, & practising river-crossing in country craft were high on
the priority of the training programme. SiXx country boats were
obtained from the villagers in the afternoon & coys started
immediately training in watermanship. Nothing else of interest
happened throughout the day, except that at dusk we sent out
patrols to cover our front, & to look for some enemy, who seem to
be reluctant to contact us. Major Russell & 1 BOR were admitted
to hospital today. Our aircraft are very active over the Bridge-
head but the Jap Air Force seems also to be keeping out of our
way .

After stand-down C Coy who were finding all patrols returned with
nothing to report. Training continued & the drill parades are
remarkably good considering the time that has elapsed since they
last had one. Capt Doyne-Ditmus joined the Bn today & was posted
to B Company as second in command. Lieut Henderson rejoined us
having been on the Signals Course at Poona where he qualified Q1.
We received 10 reinforcements. Four men were tried by the
Commanding Officer. One man was admitted to hospital today. B Coy
found the fighting & recce patrols for tonight going out to track
& road junction (221705 Sheet 5) track & chaung junction 213715 &
one to the area SULAMANI Pg at 198702 - Sheet 5. Beer ration was
issued to the men.

Except for the Gunners shooting off rounds of harassing fire
throughout the night all was quiet as also with our patrols who
returned at first light. The CO & the 10 with 8 escort moved in a
mobile jeep column down SOUTH to have a good recce of the ground
forward. They had an FOO with them & places were registered for
future reference. His party returned at 1230 hrs with very useful
information. At 1630 hrs the Commanding Officer (Colonel Conder)
was called to a conference at Bde HQ. On his return he held an
R&0 group conference & informed us that we would probably move
SOUTHWARDS on the 24th or 25th February. The probable Bn task was
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as he had anticipated, & his previous recces had been well spent.
The Bn was to take the line TWINYWA (159636 - Sheet 4) - MONATKON
(166633 - Sheet 4) - NAKYO-AING (189635 - Sheet 4), & the method,
which the CO outlined for its capture was this. From our present
position march SOUTH via & in between the lake (216666 - Sheet 5)
& the village of THUHTEKAN (199669 - Sheet 5) thence to the 2
ponds in square (1963 Sheet 4) then advance on NAKYO-AING, having
dropped 1 Coy to protect our flank & looking to the NW at approx
199645. This would be done, if the 4/8 advance on KANBAUK (2162 -
Sheet 4) met with opposition. This move was subject to alteration
according to the opposition met, & the following method as an
alternative. From the 2 ponds move into the NALETAW-CHAUNG,
continue along to the WEST, then turn NORTH & attack the village
of NAKYO-AING from the SOUTH. This was the rough plan, & further
details were to be given at a later date according to information
received. Throughout the remainder of the day, all was quiet. At
2320 hrs, 2 ZERO Japanese fTighter aircraft straffed our area with
machine-guns & cannon-shells. No casualties & only some broken
sleep resulted in this effort. The men had another beer ration
today & stepped up morale another 100%. One man to hospital, 13
rejoined from hospital & 9 men rejoined from leave.

The Bn patrols came in after stand-down & as for the past 3 days
had nothing to report, having seen no enemy. The Bn visited the
Gordon Highlanders, 1/3 of coys at a time throughout the day, so
that our new men could get to know the men who would be
supporting them in the tanks in our forthcoming attack. The tanks
& the guns were thoroughly explained to our lads, & they were
shown the best methods of riding on them, communicating with the
tank Commander from the outside, etc. About lunch time the
Welfare OffFicer from 7 Div HQ visited us & got our suggested list
& i1deas for amenities & canteens in the field. He was very
helpful & we hope to see results in the near future. The
Commanding Officer (Lt-Col Conder) attended a co-ordinating
conference at Bde HQ at 1430 hrs today. At 1500 the Commanding
Officer tried 6 men, 3 of which were awarded field punishment. At
1600 hrs the CO saw all Coy Commanders & informed them that his
original plan of attack still stood, & to substantiate this, he
had 4 fighting & recce patrols ordered for this evening. Coy
found 1 patrol & B Company the remaining three, 2 of which were
Officer"s patrols under Lieut Macdonald & Lieut Brazier. Sgt Hunt
took the third one. The patrols covered the villages of NAKYO-
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AING (1863 - Sheet 4) MONATKON (1663 Sheet 4) & TWINYWA (1563 -
Sheet 4). The NALETAW CHAUNG & the ground to the SOUTH was to be
covered & the high ground had to have a thorough look for enemy
positions. These patrols were taken out in MT to the village of
BWASAN (2267 Sheet 5) from whence they proceeded on foot to do
their task. One man was admitted to hospital. Six men rejoined
the Bn today.

After the patrols returned they were briefed by the CO & I0
having brought back very useful information. We also heard that
KANBAUK (2162 - Sheet 6) had been occupied by the 4/8 Gurkhas, &
so the following action was taken. At 0830 hrs the 2/1/C (Major
Rose) & all Coy 2/1/C with Pl representatives left to recce the
Bn Admin Area for our next move forward, in the villages of
BWASAN (2267 - Sheet 5) & KENTANGYI (2367 - Sheet 5). After their
recce they returned to the Bn area & prepared the Bn for a move
forward to this area at 1300 hrs. At 1000 hrs the CO (Lt-Col
Conder) attended a conference at Bde HQ, & on his return at 1100
hrs, he took out his R&0 groups to the village of KANBAUK, so
that orders for the attack could be given on the ground. At the
same time as R&0 groups arrived at KANBAUK, 1 Pl from B Coy under
Sgt Stockhill & 1 Recce patrol from C Coy under Lt Walker were
sent forward from KANBAUK to do the following tasks. The B Coy pl
(fighting) were sent forward to see what was in the village of
NAKYO-AING. They moved off at 1230 hrs, & before long had
encountered the enemy in the village. Sgt Stockhill was
temporarily held up in the PAGODA area at (193635 - Sheet 4) &
were told to hold fast until they were reinforced by the
remainder of B Coy. The remainder of B Coy moved out from the
BWASAN area under the Coy 2/1/C (Capt Doyne-Ditmus) & eventually
arrived on the WEST side of the village of NAKYO-AING. This was
entirely wrong, & since they couldn®t see Major Courtenay-Hood
who had now joined Sgt Stockhill, they proceeded to the SOUTH on
the WEST side of the village & subsequently met heavy fire from
this side of the village. 1 Pl under Lieut Brazier was completely
pinned to the ground, whilst the other Platoon (Mr Macdonald®s) &
the Coy 2/1/C managed to withdraw & eventually form-up with Major
Courtenay-Hood & the remainder of B Coy. Since they were in a
very difficult position it made things very difficult for OC B
Coy to try & get Mr Brazier & his platoon out of it. A plan was
put into force but the opposition was so great that it proved
unsuccessful . Since i1t was getting dark B Coy were ordered to
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return to KANBAUK for the night. It was hoped that Lieut
Brazier®s Platoon would be able to slip away in the dark & get
back to us. Meanwhile C Coys recce patrol had returned & reported
NES & no dug positions along the NALETAW CHAUNG or on the high
ground immediately to the SOUTH of it. The CO then ordered A Coy
to join us at KANBAUK, making us up to 2 Coys, Tac HQ & Bn HQ, iIn
the 4/8 Gurkha perimeter for the night. C & D Coys with HQ Coy,
the M/T & some stores remained in the village of BWASAN for the
night. The C.0. decided to attack NAKYO-AING direct from the
EAST, with 1 Squadron of tanks, & artillery in support. A Coy
were to do the initial attack & the rest of the plan would depend
on how the situation was. D Coy were immediately behind A Coy &
would probably be used next. Arrangements were also made for the
remainder of the Bn to RV with A & B Coys & Bn HQ in the area of
(207638 Sheet 6), from whence the Bn would go to a recced F.U.L.
for the attack, in the area of (205635 - Sheet 6). Throughout the
night all was quiet except for some JAPS with a cup-discharger
who Ffired 20 bombs wildly into the village of KANBAUK. We
sustained no casualties. Up to 2350 hrs, we have had no
communication with Mr Brazier®s Pl although we have heard a
considerable amount of firing, which looks as if the platoon is
trying to get out, or is being attacked.

At 0630 hrs the 2 halves of the Bn set out for the Bn RV at
(270638 - Sheet 6). The CO (Lt-Col Conder) & OC A Coy (Major
Chisholm) went forward to check up on the Start line, & since
this was the same as originally planned, at (205635 - Sheet 6),
the Bn was moved up to the rear of the position ready for the
start. When the tanks were in position the CO gave H-hour as 0840
hrs. The RA put down their chaps on NAKYO-AING, & the tanks
preceded A Coy forward. When A Coy reached the Pagoda area
(193634 - Sheet 4) D Coy with Bn HQ immediately followed by B Coy
then C Coy moved forward to just behind the pagoda area. The Jap
had opened up on A Coy by this time & the tanks had opened up on
the bunker positions. The village was burning furiously & was a
mass of flame & smoke. This made it difficult for the tanks since
they were firing by observation in close support to our troops. A
Coy were temporarily held up, but reorganised, & Major Chisholm
decided to put in 1 PI on the NORTH & one on the SOUTH side of
the village, with the other Platoon giving covering fire from the
village pagoda area. The platoon to the NORTH made headway after
the tanks had considerably "brassed'™ up the bunkers, & managed to
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get a foothold in the village. The platoon to the south met more
opposition, but again the tanks came to their help, & they too
managed to get their noses into the village. The opposition was
obviously great, so the CO ordered D Coy to take over the Pagoda
area, thus relieving the lost platoon of A Coy. We were
sustaining a lot of casualties by now, & so the Colonel
reinforced A Coy with D Coy, B Coy closing in & holding the good
foothold in the Pagoda area. A Coy meantime were still cracking
on against stiff opposition, & at a great disadvantage since the
flanks & smoke which was intense obscured their vision. D Coy
also got a good footing & started making progress. Casualties
were mounting & A Coy had lost all its Officers. Lieut Dale was
killed, Major Chisholm, Capt Charlier, Lieut Geddes & Lieut
Temple all being wounded.

The Commanding Officer (Lt-Col Conder) was able to get a tank, &
so was able to see how his companies were doing. The battle in
the south was going well against stiff opposition, so he decided
to put C Coy into the NORTH and to push forward from the platoon
who had established themselves there. It was obvious by now that
the village was honey-combed with bunkers & foxhole positions, &
was strongly held by at least 1 Japanese Company which is
approximately 200 strong. We were still having heavy casualties
ourselves, & now Major Russell & Lieut Walker were both
casualties. Up to date no sign has been seen of Lieut Brazier &
his platoon. A heavy Jap mortar opened up on us from the area of
MONATKON (1663 Sheet 4) so the CO ordered the RA to brass-up the
village. No more mortar firing was heard. All committed companies
were doing well & were beginning to look up. C Coy had to deal
with 2 bunker positions on the NW corner of the village & with
tank support eliminated them counting 20 plus dead Japs for that
show. In the centre of the village a strong position was found,
but the tanks entered the village & we, after they had shot the
bunkers up, finished off the work. It had been a hectic job
getting even this far, & mopping up operations now began. Sniping
was intense, & the snipers were difficult to get at due to the
closeness of the village & amount of smoke that was being given
off by the fires. During all this, the Medical Officer (Captain
Antonio) was doing excellent work with the wounded, & the
stretcher bearers worked like horses. All our casualties were
evacuated in good time & no wounded man was delayed in receiving
the necessary attention. Any wounded man which we had difficulty
in getting out from the village was picked up by tanks & brought
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into Bn HQ. The heavy mortar or gun started again but the RA &
the tanks went out to MONATKON & loosed off at the village. At
about 1530 hrs, after nearly 7 hours hard fighting, the Bn was in
possession of the village & all that remained to do was mopping
up stragglers in bunkers & some snipers. Meanwhile, Bn HQ moved
up on orders from the CO, & prepared positions for the night in
the Pagoda area. The reason that he chose this place was because
there was no water in the whole village area & for miles around
except at the Pagoda, where we had found a storage tank with
reasonable water in it. At 1620 hrs about ten Japs with an MMG
came from the SOUTH & tried to hot up our southern flank. B Coy
took these on & soon dealt with the situation. Now that things
had quietened off a bit, the area was searched more thoroughly, &
it was discovered that Lieut Brazier & about 20 men were lying
dead out on the WEST side of the village. Several reports
received by men of this platoon who had managed to escape.
Apparently they had been pinned to the ground by Jap fire, the
Jap having let in well into their positions. They had held the
Jap off through the day but the Jap attacked with between 50-100
men, 50 of which made a bayonet attack. The story hasn®"t yet been
clarified but nevertheless the 20 odd bodies were found dead &
they must have put up a magnificent fight to the last. We buried
9 of our dead in the pagoda in a communal grave, the Padre
officiating. DF tasks for the night were registered by the
gunners to the COs satisfaction & the Bn settled down for a
hectic night, expecting counter-attacks, & all that the Japs
could give us. At about 1700 hrs the last of our transport
returned to the Admin Base, having ferried up ammunition, tools,
wire, bedding & water. At 2100 hrs firing broke out from A Coy
area, & it turned out that 60 Japs had appeared on their flank. A
Coy opened up & after inflicting casualties on them they withdrew
to lick their wounds. The remainder of the night was quiet, with
the exception of a small action on C Coy area, in which Sgt
Drysdale was killed. A Japanese Officer had been hiding in a
partially demolished bunker, had crept out, shot Sgt Drysdale &
was killed himself for his trouble.

The day broke without having any further excitement, & we had the
unpleasant task of finding our exact casualties & collecting &
burying the dead. B Coy commander (Major Courtenay-Hood) & the
Padre (Capt Rev Campbell) went out in front of D Company®s
positions to identify & arrange the burial of Lieut Brazier & 23
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men who were definitely Killed in an action with the enemy. The
total casualties sustained including Lieut Brazier"s platoon for
their action & the Bn attack on the village was as follows.
Officers Killed - 3, Officers Wounded - 5, BORs Killed - 31, BORs
Wounded - 36. To counteract this casualty list of ours we put 75
Japs on the ground, 30 Japs were killed by Mr Brazier"s platoon &
we have made a very conservative estimate of Japs buried alive or
dead in bunkers at 25. This is a very low estimate indeed but we
haven®"t dug up the bodies & will leave it at that. This brings
their total dead up to 130 plus, & their wounded must have been
considerable. We identified 2 companies from 2 different
Battalions of the Japanese 49th Division. This is a new division
& has just recently been in action against our Bridgehead. They
are fresh, determined troops, but we have given them something to
think about for a long time. We collected a lot of Jap equipment
including 3 MMGs, LMG, cup dischargers (like our 2" mortar),
rifles & ammunition, diaries & lots of documents. 3 Recce patrols
from D Company are being sent out to snoop around MONATKON (Sheet
4), & see what the position is there prior to our attack on it
tomorrow. At 2000 hrs Cpl Gellard returned with his patrol &
reported to the C.0. that he had seen some Burmans, had heard a
lot of jabbering which sounded like Japanese, & that he suspected
there was some Japs in the chaung at approx (178635 - Sheet 4).
At 2310 hours, Cpl Turnbull returned & reported that he had gone
through the village of MONATKON & saw no enemy. He then proceeded
to the Pagodas on the high ground at (168635 - Sheet 4) & again
saw no enemy. - The CO, in view of this information, decided to
stick to his plan which he had given out at 1800 hrs.

At 0545 hrs, we stood to as normal, & after stand-down the Bn had
early breakfasts. Water is very scarce, & it has to be brought in
local carts with barrels & [..] from KANBAUK 2162 Sheet 4. The
Commanding Officer (Lt-Col Conder), working on the information
that the recce patrols brought back, decided to let his original
plan go into force for the attack on MONTAKON (1663 - Sheet 4) &
phase Il of his battle on the village of TWINYWA (1563 - Sheet
4)_. The plan was this! The Bn would advance on a 2 Company front
with C & D Companies up & the tanks in front. D Company had 2
troops of tanks preceding them & C Coy had 1 troop. C Company was
on the right flank, & D on the left. Immediately behind C Coy was
A Coy, & on their left Bn & Tac HQs. B Coy stayed in the village
of NYAKO-AING (1863 - Sheet 4) under Major Courtenay-Hood, to
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protect our Admin base & the M/T. It also gave us a good footing
on the ground, & B Coy were able to look after our right & left
flanks since they had our 3" mortars, & 2 sections of MMGs under
command. A gunner F.0.0. also remained with them in case of
trouble & so made this little party complete. The C.0. gave out
his orders from a vantage point on the ground & then the H-hour
was given as 1015 hrs. An Artillery programme with Mediums, 25
pounders & 3.7 hows was laid on & brought down on MONATKON at H
hour onwards. The Bn started its advance on the village over
desert country with cactus hedges scattered over it, hedges which
could house bunker positions which would have a heavy toll on us
if the Jap occupied them. The tanks ably looked after these, & so
the advance went on smoothly. About 400* yards from the village C
Coy halted & then the tanks pushed forward to the SOUTH end of
the village followed by D Coy under Major Turnbull. The tanks
went too much to the NORTH but eventually sorted themselves out,
& the advance thro® the village started. The tanks advanced 25
yards looking for positions, blasting likely bunkers & foxholes
on the way then halted. D Coy then closed up on them & so the
advance through the village continued against no opposition.
Where the Jap got to was puzzling everybody, since newly dug
positions were obvious. The C.0. went forward on a tank to see
how D Coy was faring & came back with the news that D Coy had got
right through the village unopposed & were now on the main road.
The C.0. then ordered C Coy forward & then followed that up with
the remainder of the Bn.

Meanwhile, B Coy had been ordered up from NYAKO-AING to rejoin
the Bn, since it was now obvious that the JAP had taken a ''run-
out pill"” or had been ordered to withdraw. The next phase of the
battle was to take TWINYWA & so complete the job. For this phase,
B Coy was pushed out to occupy the high ground at approx 165629 -
Sheet 4, to watch to the SOUTH whilst C Coy under Major Mann did
the final job of getting TWINYWA. The remainder of the Bn was
disposed of as follows. D Coy in the NW of MONATKON, A Coy along
the SOUTH end & partially along the main road with Bn HQ at road-
track junction at 165633 Sheet 4. C Coy formed up on the high
ground to the SOUTH of TWINYWA & with the CO in the leading tank
of 2 troops started off to capture the final objective. As in the
case of MONATKON, TWINYWA was clear of Japs & well it should be,
since both villages were as flat as pancakes due to airstrikes &
artillery bombardments. All that remained now was to search the
area for odd Japs. This was done & the total bag only amounted to
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27th FEBRUARY - MONATKON -
TWINYWA

4. D Coy were then ordered to clear the main road to the NORTH
with 2 troops of tanks iIn support, & to contact the 1/11 SIKHS in
the area of THIYIPYITSAYA (1666 - Sheet 4). This was done with
NES. The Commanding Officer then went round the area, & decided
to hold temporary positions for that night, disposed as above,
with the exception of C Coy who occupied the high ground & pagoda
area just SOUTH of TWINYWA. The Bde Commander visited us at about
1500 hrs & expressed his pleasure at us having secured this line.
Digging in commenced immediately & hot meals were prepared for
the men. The Admin base was moved up to MONATKON quickly & were
distributed to Coys. Mail & SEACS also arrived & helped to boost
up morale another 100%, as did the RUM ration that night. At 1900
hrs the CO held an R&0 group & told Officers that he wanted ALL
ranks to know that he was very pleased with the determination &
boldness they had shown throughout the battle. The concluding
incident of the day was a Japanese 70 mm gun which fired about 10
rounds at our area. All went wide & we settled down to a well
earned night"s rest.

The remainder of the night was quiet, & after stand-down our
standing patrol which had been out at NYAKO-AING (1863 - Sheet 4)
all night, under command of Lieut Hewitt, returned having seen no
enemy. They had contacted the 1/11 Sikhs at KANBAUK (2162 Sheet
4), who had relieved the 4/8 Gurkhas at 0400 hrs this morning,
but had no news of any enemy activity. At 0800 hrs the CO & the
Coy Commanders recced new Bn positions in the TWINYWA area, & at
0900 hrs the Bn moved into these areas as follows. Bn HQ moved to
the pagoda area at (159633 - Sheet 4). C Coy the high ground &
with the left flank on the banks of the IRRAWADDY RIVER at
(158629 - Sheet 4). C Coy linked up with B Coy who were also on
the high ground to the SOUTH of the village at (168628 - Sheet
4)_. B Coy then linked up with A Coy who covered the SOUTH &
SOUTHEAST end of the MONATKON village with their HQ at (166632 -
Sheet 4). D Coy remained in the area of the NW end of MONATKON &
extended across the chaung on to the high ground at approx
(166637 Sheet 4). A Coy & B Coy both have 1 Pl of MMGs each & can
cover the ground in front with excellent arcs & fields of fire.
The Gunners & Bde HQ have moved into the area just behind us & we
now have a nice strong perimeter protecting the new arrivals.
Lieut Thomas has now rejoined us from Bde HQ, where he was an
L.0. The remainder of the day was spent in cleaning & testing
weapons, cleaning & repairing clothes & swimming in the River.
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28th FEBRUARY - TWINYWA -

MONATKON

Our Admin base has not got across the bridgehead & we managed to
get up all the office stuff before darkness set in. Patrols for
tonight are being found from A & B Coys. 1 Patrol patrols main
road to NALETAW CHAUNG & along same to track & nulla junction at
(184623 - Sheet 4). The second patrol to NAKYO-AING to see the
Japs don"t slip through & continuing on to KANBAUK at first light
to contact the 1/11 SIKHS. We had another rum issue tonight which
was well received by the men. 1 man evacuated to hospital & 14
reinforcements joined us today.

After first light our patrols returned & submitted a report of
NES. One patrol had contacted the 4/8th Gurkhas in the village of
KINKA (1559 - Sheet 4) thus clearing the main road between us.
The Divisional Commander Major-General Evans DSO & Brigadier
Crowther DSO visited us this morning & once again expressed their
pleasure at the way the Bn had dealt with the enemy during our
last task. The Div Commander then spoke with several men, then
left after having been with the Bn for nearly an hour. Lieut
Fleming rejoined us today after having been away from the Bn for
nearly 9 months. He brought along 18 men with him which helped to
swell our sorely depleted numbers. Remainder of the day was spent
in improving positions & testing guns. The standing patrols are
exactly the same as last night, but are being found by C Coy.
Five men admitted to hospital & 1 man rejoined us from hospital.
Lieut Playle rejoined us from hospital today & returned to B Coy.
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