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1st APRIL - SHWEKABYU

D Coys patrol reports started coming in at about 0630 hrs & the
results were as follows. Patrol to the .904 ridge area (2989 -
84L/13) no enemy seen, whilst the patrol to .845 & jeal area
(288380 - 84L/13) saw no enemy, but reported the water in the jeal
to be salt water. The Ffighting patrol to the SW of YWATHIT (2241 -
84L/13) - an NES report & similarly with the Ambush patrol to the
track junction & .890 (283444 - 84L/13) no enemy seen - no unusual
movements. The 24 hour patrol to 225330 (84L/13) didn"t reach this
objective, since they spotted a large party of Japs on the hollow
ground at 245431 - 84L/13. They observed this party of Japs from a
position at 225330 - 84L/13. These Japs made plenty of noise &
chattered, & an order was heard being given, presumably to be quiet
when an aircraft flew overhead. Our patrol from their position
heard MT movements from WEST to EAST at about 0200 hrs. At this
time a vehicle was heard dragging something behind it which was
mounted on iron-rimmed wheels. This was thought to be a gun, &
another Battalion reported the same thing near SINGU (1543 84L/13).
During daylight the Jap party still remained, our chaps keeping low
as ordered! Throughout the whole day the main road was not used at
all, except by some bullock cart which continued in the direction
of BOGON (1836 - 84L/13). At night when the patrol left to return
to base, the patrol observed a semi-circle of forces round about
the villages of BAGON, THWENET (1834 - 84L/13) OKMYA (1639 -
841L/13), and BYIBIN (1832 - 84L/13). A Coy patrol to the village
areas were all nothing to report & NES. The Commanding Officer (Lt
Col Conder) attended a conference at Bde HQ & on his return held an
R&0 group, during which he informed us that he would probably
attack CHAUK (1138 - 84L/13) in 5 days or so. He gave out a few
administrative problems for Officers to consider, prior to actual
orders being given out. The CO visited A Company today. B Coy & D
Coy changed over today, D Coy returning to the Bn area. Two men
admitted to hospital today & 8 men rejoined us from hospital. Ten
men went on leave today, & 1 reinforcement received.
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2nd APRIL - SHWEKABYU

3rd APRIL - SHWEKABYU

Throughout the night there was nothing to report, except shelling
on our western flank over by the 1/11 Sikhs area. The padre Capt
Rev Hawthorn MC had been out at A Coy that afternoon before, & when
returning to Bn base had his jeep break down on him, with the
result he had to stay out all night. He returned to the Bn at 0730
hrs, having spent a night in the desert. Patrol reports started
coming in & were as follows. A fighting patrol to the village of
OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13) found no enemy there, but found a good well
about 20" deep in the village. They went into the village of MYENI
(1838 - 84L/13) & found locals who had been thrown out of SINGU by
the Jap. Two waterholes were reported in the PYINMA CHAUNG at
173345 - 84L/13. The left hand patrol (recce) to the CHAUK RIDGE
proceeded up a nullah & managed to reach approx 146398 - 84L/13.
This patrol had great difficulty since the ridge is clear rock &
almost perpendicular. They saw no enemy positions or movements at
all. Recce patrol Y32 further to the west tried the nulla at 147404
- 84L/13 & managed to get half way up before they had to abandon
the idea of getting to the top. The recce patrol took the nulla at
146407, & found sheer cliffs there. After a tremendous struggle,
having abandoned their weapons, they managed to get % way up,
before time beat them. This patrol heard power-engines from the
power station at about 2245 hrs, otherwise no enemy seen moving
around, or anything unusual to report. A Coys patrols to TAUNGBI-
YWATHIT (2740 - 84L/13) & the nearby villages submitted an NES &
NTR report. At 1400 hrs, Pl Commanders & Pl Sgts RV"d at Bn HQ to
receive a lecture from a gunner Officer on directing Arty fire.
This idea is being tried out to eliminate the use of F.0.0s &
tomorrow this party will go out & actually direct fire onto enemy
targets. B Coy are now settled in at the new patrol base at 225424
- 84L/13. This base will eventually become the Bn base when we
attack the CHAUK RIDGE, so we are stocking this base up with water
& ammo for D Day. Two men admitted to hospital today & 3 men
rejoined us from hospital.

On all companies fronts there was nothing to report. Throughout the
night & after Stand-down patrols from A & B Coys filtered back to
their respective areas, submitting the following reports. A Coy had
an ambush patrol at 322468 - 84L/13, which had no luck whatsoever,
having seen no enemy. A Recce patrol to road & chaung junction at
309380 - 84L/13 saw nothing unusual & no enemy. A further recce to
discover if the water in the lake in square 2838 - 84L/13 was good
or not found a plentiful supply of water there but an element of
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- SHWEKABYU

doubt still exists since they reported it OK. Previous patrols
reported it as salt water, villagers confirming this. This patrol
also discovered 2 very good fresh water wells, filled to the top,
on the chaung at 287404 - 84L/13. During this patrol they saw no
enemy or anything unusual. B Companys patrols were all to the
"CHAUK RIDGE". There were recce patrols to this Ridge which all
proceeded together under command of Lieut Macdonald to 145414 -
84L/13 in the PYINMA CHAUNG. Actually they were originally ordered
to go to 145413 - 84L/13, split up, 2 patrols to reach the top &
get as much information as possible of numbers & to pinpoint
positions, also find best route up the ridge. When they reached
point 145413 - 84L/13, 2 Jap sentries fired at them from a ridge
immediately above them, & so our patrol moved more to the WEST, &
were welcomed by a volley of 15 rifle shots. Lieut Macdonald then
withdrew his patrol to approx 150406 - 84L/13. He waited for a bit,
then moved forward again to the approx area as before with a few
men, leaving the remainder of the patrol to give them covering
fire. On approaching the ridge again, they met Japs in the chaung &
exchanged shots. Since time was short Lieut Macdonald decided to
return to base, having been unable to carry out their task.

At 0600 hrs the CO (Lieut Col HRR Conder) & the 1.0. (Capt Young)
went forward to point 569 (193407 - 84L/13) to have a real good
look at the CHAUK RIDGE. They returned to Bn HQ at 0930 hrs, having
had a good view of the ridge, & pinpointed features on the ground,
& compared with air-photographs.

At 1030 hrs the CO (Lieut Col Conder), Major Turnbull, Captain
Scott, Lieut Thomas & the R.S_M. - Henry, proceeded to Brigade HQ,
where they were introduced to Lieut-General Sir Montagu Stopford,
our new Corps Commander. (We have now left 4th Corps & are under
command of 33rd Corps again). At 1400 hrs the C.0. went for a
flight in an L5, & had a very close inspection of the Chauk Ridge
from the air. He pinpointed some trenches & foxholes. At 1415 hrs,
we sent out some of our Subalterns & Platoon Sgts, under
instruction of Major Blair, Bty Commander, in support of us, to
practice actual fire control & acting as F.0.0. to the Gunners. -
This was very successful indeed & our chaps did very well on it.
Sometime tomorrow we will send out more representatives to practice
fire control. We are also resuming an NCOs Cadre at present, a
short one lasting only 3 days. D Coy & HQ Coy send 30 & 50 men
respectively to the River today for bathing. At 2000 hrs we
received a report from Bde that some Japs dressed as Burmans were
hiding in the village of PYINGYAUNG (2144 - 84L/13). We sent out a
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4th APRIL - SHWEKABYU

fighting patrol accompanied with a B.1.C. chap, to investigate this
patrol of Japs, when the moon came up at 2100 hrs. Two men were
admitted to hospital today. Six men were repatriated on long
service grounds today, whilst 3 others were sent home on 28 days
leave to the UK. Ten more men were sent to the Divisional rest "JAB
Club™ for 4 days, & 10 men returned from same. This Club is well
run & the men get a complete rest out of the line. Football,
swimming, ENSA concerts, indoor games, pictures etc being part of
the amusements available. Up to 2359 hrs, there is nothing else to
report.

After another peaceful night, our night recce & fighting patrols
returned to their respective Company areas to make their reports. A
Company patrols to the village areas ie TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 -
84L/13), THEYAGAUNG (2540 - 84L/13), TAUNGBI (2739 - 84L/13) &
AYADAW (3039 - 84L/13), all these patrols having nothing to report
& having seen no enemy. B Coys patrols under Lieut Playle all went
out together with a view to patrolling the following places. 1
Patrol was to go up the nullah at 146407 - 84L/13, whilst another
was to go up another opening near the telegraph line at 145412 -
84L/13. The third patrol was to go into the villages of MYENI -
185385 - 84L/13, & then to OKMYA - 165390 - 84L/13 to see if they
were occupied or not by the Jap. All went well until the patrols
got into the area of point 559 (193407 - 84L/13) where our boys run
into approx 300 Japs. Our chaps froze & fortunately weren"t
spotted. Those Japs were just sitting around obviously waiting for
the order to move which, when eventually given, showed this little
lot moving up the track & roads SINGU (1542 - 84L/13). Before the
party of Japs moved on, Lieut Playle & some men, & Sgt Stockhill &
some men, started investigating & finding their flanks. Both little
patrols found occupied dug positions here. Sgt Stockhill was
milling around good style with his patrol & in actual fact became
part of the Jap party. One Jap advanced towards him, saying
something as he advanced so Stockhill casually retired a few paces.
The Jap then laid down his rifle, vomited then had a drink out of
his water bottle. Our 2 small patrols withdrew & rejoined the main
patrol, & wisely skirted the Japs with a view to getting on with
the job at Chauk Ridge. Unfortunately they met many Jap patrols in
the PYINMA CHAUNG, had the devils own job dodging them & eventually
withdrew to base. On the way back they saw about 20 Japs hauling a
gun (all cursing & screaming), & a bullock coming from SINGU
towards CHAUK. The CO (Lt Col HRR Conder) visited B Coy with Major
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5th APRIL - SHWEKABYU

- SHWEKABYU

Turnbull of D Coy, whose Company will relieve B Coy iIn the course
of a few days time. Five men went sick & were evacuated to hospital
today, 2 men returned from hospital today. Patrols for tonight are
to the "Village area" & Chauk Ridge again. The Ridge patrols to
probe & pinpoint enemy positions.

Another quiet night passed on all fronts, the only disturbance
being our 25 pounders who were doing a spot of harassing fire on
YWATHIT (2241 - 84L/13). Patrol reports started coming in from the
Companies as follows. A Coys fighting to the village of SHAWBIN
(3246 - 84L/13) produced no Nippons & no movement was observed at
all. They had another fighting patrol to the track junction at
275445 - 84L/13 who met nothing & had a very quiet night scouting
around. B Company had a recce patrol to the area of 145414 -
84L/13, which on reaching this point was fired on by at least 5
riflemen from a ledge on the high ground. This patrol withdrew to
the area of the islands in the PYINMA CHAUNG at approx 145416 & let
things quieten down a bit. They then proceeded towards the ridge,
striking a little further south, but again were fired upon from the
ridge, & also bumped Jap patrols in the chaung itself. - They tried
again to get onto the ridge, but eventually had to give up since
daylight wasn®"t far off. D Coy had 2 recce patrols to the CHAUK
RIDGE also. 1 Patrol under Sgt Bell did an excellent patrol getting
up on the ridge to 147394 - 84L/13, where he found heavily occupied
positions. He then tried to the SOUTH & similarly found the ridge
at 150378 - 84L/13 strongly held. He snooped around looking for
more positions, & eventually returned between these 2 points
unmolested & so home. This was the information required since it is
now obviously strongly held, whereas a week ago it was not
occupied. A further recce patrol under command of Sgt Copleton to
the area of the Power Station (143391 - 84L/13) on their way there
met trouble at approx 149386 - 84L/13, which confirmed Sgt Bell~"s
report, but showed that the whole ridge was occupied. He met
nothing else & eventually returned to Base at first light. At 0930
hrs the CO (Lt-Col Conder OBE) & Major Turnbull returned from the
forward patrol base having interrogated the patrols personally as
they came in. The 2/1/C (Major Rose) & Major Doyne-Ditmus (C Coy
Commander) went out to A Coy at TETMA (3045 - 84L/13) to liaise,
since C Coy will relieve A Company tomorrow. The Mortar Officer
(Capt Ferguson) & Major Doyne-Ditmus (OC C Company) in the late
afternoon went out with our Gunners to take part again in directing
Arty fire, which was being fired by our troop under command. HQ Coy
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6th APRIL - SHWEKABYU

- SHWEKABYU

sent 20 men to the river for bathing today, the numbers being cut
due to the fact that we have now lost our 4 x 3 tonners. Three men
were admitted to hospital today, & 2 rejoined the Bn from hospital.

After a quiet night our patrols returned between 0600 hrs & 0700
hrs bringing the following information. B Companys fighting patrol
had gone out via point 559 (193408 - 84L/13) then along the NORTH
bank of the PYINMA CHAUNG to point 232 (153408 - 84L/13) where they
observed the ridge & CHAUK from. They heard & saw MT moving along
the main tarred road travelling from EAST to WEST, & lights of MT
moving in the North end of CHAUK itself, otherwise nothing to
report, & no enemy movement in their vicinity. A recce patrol to
the CHAUK RIDGE sent to 147394 - 84L/13, hearing & seeing enemy
movement on the North ridge at 145379 - 84L/13 and also from the
SOUTH feature at 146393 - 84L/13, this information confirming that
Sgts Bell & Copletons reports of the ridge being strongly held is
true. Another recce patrol was to investigate the area of the
storage tanks at 143378 - 84L/13, & on getting to 153379 - 84L/13
heard & saw movement on a ridge to their right & also movement from
the ring contour at 152376 - 84L/13. The 4th Recce patrol from B
Coy had to go up the track at 152367 - 84L/13, but got slightly
lost & eventually landed up a nullah at 156373, where they also
heard movement & confirmed that the ring contour at 152376 - 84L/13
was heavily held, also position on a ridge at 156368 - 84L/13.

A Coys patrols were Ambush ones. 1 Patrol went to the area of &
into the village of SHAWBIN (3246 - 84L/13) but found nothing there
of interest. Another ambush patrol went out to TETMA village (3045
- 84L/13) & to the jeals area at square 3044 - 84L/13. This patrol
drew a blank & even although they searched extensively for Japs
they found none. These were all the patrols for the night 5th/6th
April, & from information brought in, it is obvious that the Jap is
building up on the CHAUK RIDGE & aims to hold it at all costs. At
0730 hrs the C.0. (Lt Col Conder OBE) & Major Turnbull went forward
to recce MYENI village (1838 - 84L/13) fighting patrols having been
sent out previously to protect the CO & clear the area. After
having had his second scout around, they eventually returned to Bn
HQ, our troop of guns plastering the village as they left. The
2/1/C (Major Rose) accompanied by the Doctor (Capt Antonio), OC HQ
Coy (Capt Stalker) & the Padre (Capt Hawthorn MC), visited A Coy. A
Coy & C Coy changed over in the morning, A Coy coming into the Bn
perimeter again. Our local spy - Merry, brought in a report that 50
Japs in newly erected Bashas, & a certain amount of MT & stores had
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7th APRIL - SHWEKABYU

arrived in the area of the lake just SOUTH of point 845 (2837 -
84L/13). This was at 1600 hrs. At 1630 hrs the air-op was over the
target, & reported again there. Unfortunately, an electric storm
started at that time, & the pilot had only time to observe 1 shell
landing & to give a correction. A Crump of 32 rounds was then
brought down on it, & harassing fire was put on the target at 1800
hrs, 2000 hrs, 2100 hrs, & 2200 hrs. At 2200 hrs we sent out a
platoon from C Coy to go out & eliminate this little party of Japs,
but the birds had flown, possibly due to the shelling, which
couldn™t have been very pleasant since all shells were slap into
the target, having been observed by Coy. Three men went to hospital
today & 2 returned from hospital.

All Companies reported a quiet night & by 0700 hrs all patrol
reports for the night 6th/7th April had come in. Particulars of
these patrols & reports results are as follows. The Brigadier rang
up about 2000 hrs on the 6th April & asked for a patrol to go to
GWEGYO (3325 - 84L/13) on a Divisional task. Captain Scott of C Coy
was detailed for this job & he had to find out if GWEGYO was held
or not & get as much information as possible from the locals. He
was to return as soon as he had completed his task. B & D Coys both
had patrols to CHAUK RIDGE. 1 Recce patrol proceeded to the power
line on the Ridge, cut up the power line towards point 339 (156388
- 84L/13, then branched off NORTH to the area of the nullahs at
(153385 - 84L/13) & after moving around in this general area for
nearly 2 hours returned with a NES & NTR Report. The 2nd Recce
Patrol got as far up the track as 155371, seeing no enemy but only
MT lights from CHAUK itself. A 3rd Recce patrol on the Ridge
proceeded up the track to about 153379 - 84L/13, & discovered that
this track petered out. - They also scouted around for an hour & a
half, & during that time saw no enemy. At 1000 hrs the CO (Lieut
Col Conder) went to brigade to see some new air photographs of the
ridge, & to make another flight over this area. He returned about
midday & then went out to C Coy near TETMA (318455 - 84L/13) to see
how things were with them. Harassing fire was put down on the
village of MYENI (1838 - 84L/13) at 1930 hrs & 2045 hrs. Three men
went to hospital today, & 2 men rejoined us from hospital. Ten more
men were sent to the Divisional "JAB CLUB" for 4 days, & 10 men
returned from the club today. Pte Tilbury & Pte Browning were sent
to Div to supervise the Indian labour in unloading planes at the
air-head. Pte Hendrie of HQ Coy

J.R Stewart Capt & Adj

J.R Stewart Capt & Adj




8th APRIL - SHWEKABYU

- SHWEKABYU

After another undisturbed night on all fronts, patrol reports
started coming, the first one being Captain Scott of C Coys patrol
which had returned from GWEGYO (3325 - 84L/13). He was immediately
despatched to Bde HQ to make his report to the Brigadier, so that
it could be passed on to the Divisional Commander immediately. It
had been an excellent patrol & lots of information was got from it.
GWEGYO itself was held, & the hills all round the lake at (343257 -
84L/13) had well dug positions all around, & bunkers large enough
to hold 20 men. Locals report that the GWEGYO garrison have only 10
vehicles & sometimes less. Locals also report that on 3 successive
nights, 500 Japs came from CHAUK (1139 - 84L/13) to GWEGYO, had a
meal there then proceeded SOUTH to YENANGYAUNG which is about 27
miles distance. On his return journey Capt Scott & his patrol were
fired on near the track-junction at (308281 - 84L/13). They
exchanged shots & eventually returned to their Company base. Capt
Scott arranged for the headman of TAUNGNAUK (322271 - 84L/13) to go
into GWEGYO the following day to bring back details of numbers,
movements, positions etc of the JAP garrison. C Coy had a Ffighting
patrol to the village of SHAWBIN (3246 - 84L/13) which never saw a
thing in the way of Japs. B Coys patrolling was a purely recce one
to CHAUK RIDGE, as follows. No 1 Recce patrol went to the ring
contour at (144403 - 84L/13), & saw no enemy or heard enemy
movements. M/T was heard in Chauk itself otherwise nothing to
report. No 2 Recce patrol proceed to point 144402 - 84L/13, &
submitted a report as for patrol No 1 on their return. No 3 patrol
recced the high ground at (152376 - 84L/13), & also the ridge at
(152381 - 84L/13) & had nothing to report. The last recce patrol
approached the ridge at (148386 - 84L/13) from a North Westerly
direction & drew rifle & MMG fire from this position which was
strongly held. They lay up for a bit, & a short time after the Jap
started mortaring from 148386 - 84L/13 onto the paddy at 153393 -
84L/13, presumably assuming that a patrol had withdrawn that way &
was trying to catch them on the hop.

C Coy sent out two more fighting patrols one going to SHAWBIN (3246
- 84L/13) which submitted an NES report. Their second fighting
patrol proceeded to TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 - 84L13), TAUNGBI (2739 -
84L13) & DWANYA (2835 - 84L/13), & also submitted an NES report on
their return.

At 1000 hrs the CO (Lt-Col HRR Conder OBE) attended a conference at
Bde HQ, & on his return informed all Officers that the attack on
CHAUK RIDGE was temporarily postponed due to the fact that our
troop on our left had been held up, thus being unable to partake in
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9th APRIL - SHWEKABYU

10th APRIL - SHWEKABYU

the attack as originally arranged on the 14th April. The Mortar
Platoon were once again made up to strength again, & we have once
again 6 - 3" Mortars in support. A flame-throwing detachment
arrived out with us today, but were immediately withdrawn again
since they were required for another job elsewhere. C Coys patrols
for tonight have all been cancelled due to a change in the boundary
between us & 33rd Bde on our left. Six men were evacuated to
hospital today & one man returned from hospital today. At 1400 hrs
a man was cleaning a grenade (36) out at B Coy, which he suddenly
threw to the ground since the firing pin had fallen & started the
fuze off. About 20 people were in the immediate vicinity, & iIn the
danger area. Sgt Jolly of B Coy without hesitation ran forward,
picked the grenade up & was about to fling it into a nullah when it
exploded, blowing his right hand completely off, & also causing
multiple injuries to him. A Pte Ostle was also hit, & one of our
followers, plus 2 Burmese guides. Undoubtedly Sgt Jolly™s heroic
action saved many people. Jeep ambulances were whisked up from the
ADS, & the injured people were evacuated in the shortest space of
time. A Court of Enquiry was held on the spot by Major Courtenay-
Hood, & the evidence recorded.

After a very quiet night patrol reports started coming in from
Companies, patrols and reports being as follows. B Coys patrol, a
fighting patrol was to proceed to milestone 397 on the main Chauk-
GWEGYO road. They were to lay an ambush at milestone 397 (map ref.
235315 - 84L/13). Unfortunately they got lost and did not reach
their destination. The only movement they saw was M.T. headlights
moving from East to West. No other patrols were out on night 8th-
9th, as the C.0. (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) had decided to give
companies a rest. The C.0. and Major Hayes (0.C. "A" Coy) recced
the area of THEYAGYAUNG (map ref. 2440 84L/13) with a view to
establishing "A" Coy"s patrol base there in the course of a few
days. The Bde Comd and the C.O. went out to visit "C" Coy at (map
ref. 319453 - 84L/13) returning about 1100 hours. Five men were
admitted to hospital, and one man returned from hospital. Cpl
White, A Coy, having been selected as a potential officer, left the
Bn today to be interviewed by a War Office Selection Board at
Imphal.

On all Company fronts there was nothing to report, & at 0700 hrs
patrol reports came in giving the following information as a result
of patrolling for the night 9th/10th April. A B Coy recce patrol
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under Lieut Macdonald once again paid a successful visit to CHAUK
RIDGE, going out via the village of MYENI ( 84L/13) then
across to pt 339 ( 84L/13) past the 2 huts at (151394 -
Chauk 4) & so up onto the ridge itself at (147397 - 84L/13). He
went up a path which isn"t marked on the map & discovered a Jap
sentry a little way back from the top. He also heard a squabble of
some sort going on between some other Japs close by, & it was
obvious that the Jap was occupying positions there. - He saw
nothing more of interest, & since he had the required information
returned to B Coy base. B Coy sent out an Ambush Patrol, strength 1
Platoon under command of Lieut Playle, which went down to the main
tarred road where they intended to ambush some Japs in M/T. Before
they arrived, a lot of MT was seen using this road, but, on arrival
all was quiet, & MT movement seemed to have ceased. Undaunted they
lay up for a while & along came a truck which halted 300 yards from
where they were lying. It tooted its horn & a small party of Japs
got in & it then proceeded towards CHAUK ( 84L/13) past
our ambush. Convoys had been running frequently on the road, & it
was a convoy that our chaps were after. After waiting for several
hours, & no transport arrived, & since it was nearly daylight, they
laid 10 mines across the road & left for base. After they had done
1% miles they heard a truck going along the road, & a little later
a loud explosion. It was obvious that a truck had hit the mines &
bought it. - On this report we asked for an air-op to go up & see
the damage, but none were available & so our ambush Patrols tonight
may verify our beliefs.

It is pretty obvious that a Jap standing patrol sticks around MS
397 to protect its convoys, then is being lifted by the last truck
of the night. With a spot of luck our boys may put this little lot
in the bag in the near future. C Coy had 2 fighting patrols out,
one going to TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 84L/13), TAUNGBI (2739 -
84L/13), AYADAW (3039 - 84L/13) & so home. This patrol saw nothing
in the way of enemy at all. Their No 2 patrol went out to TAUNGBI
with the First patrol & proceeded to DANYWA (2835 - 84L/13) then to
square (3034) area, then via square 3032 - 84L/13, & so home. Like
the first patrol, they met nothing & saw nothing of interest
throughout their tour. The Commanding Officer (Lt-Col HRR Conder
OBE) went out to see B Coy in the afternoon, to discuss patrolling
on the Ridge. In the afternoon at about 1300 hrs we had a short
rain & dust storm, the coolness being a welcome change from the
awful heat that we are at present experiencing. Five men were
admitted to hospital today & one man rejoined us from hospital. The
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men have had a pretty hectic time patrolling of late, but morale is
high & all the men are exceptionally fit on it. Sickness rate is
falling off gradually, & is less than half what it was when we were
in a back area. Very gratifying in spite of the amount of hard work
that the Battalion is doing at present. Nothing further to report
up to 2349 hrs.

All was quiet throughout the night, & by 0730 hrs all patrol
reports for the night 10th/11th April had arrived at Bn HQ & were
as follows. C Coy had a fighting patrol to AYADAW (3039 - 84L/13)
then to area of water North of .845 (288379 - 84L/13), which
submitted an NES report. This was the only patrol out last night,
since the Commanding Officer (Lt Col Conder OBE) wanted to give the
Companies a rest after their extensive patrolling. The CO visited B
Coy at their patrol base & tried 4 men there. D Company sent 40 men
to the river today for bathing, since we have been loaned 2 - 15
cwts & 1 - 30 cwt by Bn HQ for the purpose. The mail situation is
pretty bad just now, & so also the cigarette situation. Enquiries
are being made by Higher authority & an explanation is expected
soon. Cpl Pendleton of B Coy was sent to No 568 Field Security
Section today on a temporary attachment. Two men were admitted to
hospital today.

After Stand-down patrol reports for 11/12th April came in. 1 Recce
Patrol from C Company went to the main road to the area of
milestone 397 (251311 - 84L/13) to observe MT movements. As they
were about to take up positions they were fired on from the SOUTH
side of the road by riflemen. They withdrew a little but then
approached the road a little further to the WEST, & were again
fired on from the NORTH side of the road this time. Shots were
exchanged, & since we had the necessary information, our patrol
withdrew to C Coy base. They saw nothing more of enemy movements on
the way back. No other patrols went out during 11/12th April. The
CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) asked the Brigadier if he could have
permission to move a Company forward to the village of TAUNGBI-
YWATHIT (2940 - 84L/13), & was granted permission during the course
of the afternoon. Since C Coy are due to change over with D Company
soon, the CO decided to send D Coy out to TAUNGBI-YWATHIT tomorrow
with a pl of MMGs from C Coy under command. C Coy to return to the
Bn perimeter. B Company returned also to the Bn area, & A Company
went out to a new patrol base at point 753 (243417 - 84L/13), thus
relieving B Coy of the patrolling responsibility. The reason the CO
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has his Companies so far forward is threefold. One, it shortens the
patrolling distance, & since he now wants deception patrolling away
from the CHAUK RIDGE, & more to the SOUTH, it lets us cut deeper
into the enemy lines with less physical effort. His second reason
is to gradually build up reserves in water, ammunition, & food for
our move forward of the Bn to the village of OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13)
& MYENI (185385 - 84L/13) prior to the attack on CHAUK RIDGE by us.
B Coy today sent 40 men to the River IRRAWADDY for bathing. The
Roman Catholic Padre (Capt Rev Telfer) called on us today to make
arrangements for a Mass Service tomorrow. At approx 1530 we
experienced a very wild wind & sandstorm, followed immediately by a
heavy shower of rain. This storm lasted over 2 hours & kept
everybody busy keeping their shelters together. Our troop of guns
harassed enemy positions on CHAUK RIDGE at an area at approx
(139385 - 84L/13) at 1900-1930 hrs, 2115 hrs to 2130 hrs & the
following morning at 0500 hrs to 0515 hrs. Two men were admitted to
hospital today.

Reveille was sounded by the gunners this morning, ie by finishing
off the harassing fireplan, they fired a salvo at 0500 hrs, the
normal sleepy head receiving a rude awakening for a change. Patrol
reports for the night 12th/13th April are as follows. A Company
sent a fighting patrol under command of Lieut Thomas down to the
main road near milestone 397 (254313 - 84L/13) to see what damage
they could do to any Japanese transport or troops. They laid mines
on the road, & it wasn"t long before a Jap convoy came along & blew
itself up. There was nobody in the truck except a driver who
escaped. The truck was carrying empty sacks in it, & nothing of
value at all. Throughout the night no more trucks ventured out, so
the patrol laid Hawkins grenades across the road & left for home.
Once gone, as our previous patrols had experienced, when they were
a considerable distance away from the scene of the crime, another
lorry was seen travelling from EAST to WEST, & a loud explosion was
heard. It is thought that yet another truck fell to us. A Coys
other fighting patrol went to KYINI (1834 - 84L/13) & THWENET
(84L/13) (1834) as a deception patrol away from "Chauk Ridge', with
the idea of just "brassing off'" to attract attention, & if possible
draw fire. This they tried to do, but in spite of all their efforts
there was no reply from the Nippons. This patrol only met locals &
so no enemy at all. - They did find good drinking water in the jeal
in square (1733 - 84L/13). Throughout the deception a Ffighting
patrol from A Coy were doing the same thing in the area of the huts
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(156363 - 84L/13), but had no luck either & saw no enemy. They also
tried the village of BOGON (1836 84L/13) but met only locals. It
again on these results seems as if the JAP is seriously concerned
with holding the north end of CHAUK, on the ridge. This was all the
patrols for the night 12/13th April. We sent out a section of 25
pounders to have a roving commission in an area near the village of
MONDAING running from (238456 - 84L/13) to (353442 - 84L/13). The
reason the CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) ordered this was due to the
fact that even on supercharge, the 25 pounders couldn®t reach some
of the targets we wanted engaged. A Platoon of B Company went out
to protect the guns bringing them back at 1400 hrs. B Coy sent 40
men to the river for bathing today. Each man had a bottle of beer
issued to him at 1700 hrs this evening. Five men were admitted to
hospital today & 1 man rejoined us from hospital. Pte Leinster was
tried by FGCM for desertion on the 12th April the 2/1/C (Major
Rose) being the President, & Capt Denton (D Coy) was a member. Capt
Ferguson was the Defending Officer & the Adjutant, Capt Stewart,
the Prosecuting Officer. Sgt Mullaney & Pte Henderson were today
repatriated to the UK on compassionate grounds. Our NCOs cadre is
still going strong & producing the necessary results.

After a quiet night, our 2 fighting Patrols from A Coy returned
with the following information. One patrol went out via the PYINMA
CHAUNG (1939 - 84L/13) passing between the villages of MYENI (1838
- 84L/13) & BOGON (1836 - 84L/13), & so towards the high ground, &
going up the track to approx (158374 - 84L/13). Two rifle shots not
fired at them came from (150384 - 84L/13). This patrol continued up
the track & got to (152367 - 84L/13) where they saw lights in 2 or
3 huts & 6 Japs in the area. They stayed for a bit, then "brassed
off" at the 6 Japs & a general area round about intending to draw
fire so that positions could be pinpointed. This produced no Japs
or any movement whatsoever, so our chaps withdrew since It was
beginning to get light by that time. - It is obvious that the Jap
has standing patrols watching his EASTERN FLANK. The second patrol
went to milestone 397 (234314 - 84L/13) to do a spot of ambushing,
but even although they lay up on the main road from 2400 hrs - 0400
hrs, not one single vehicle was seen. It is thought that the Jap
may be using another road since we started ambushing his transport.
Before the patrol withdrew, they laid some mines on the main road &
hoped that some stray truck would blow itself up. In the afternoon
the C.0. (Lieut Colonel HRR Conder OBE) was granted permission to
take his Battalion forward to the villages of MYENI (1838 - 84L/13)
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& OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13), on the 15th April, so to tie in details
the CO held an R&0 group at 1400 hrs, giving full details of the
move forward. (See attached Operation Order No 6). The remainder of
the day was spent on preparing for the move out. A Coy Commander
was ordered to have 500 galls of water in his base at point 753
(243417 - 84L/13) so that the Bn could stage there & have a mid-day
meal & refill water bottles & chagals prior to the onward march to
destination.

A Coy patrols reports came in about 0630 hrs, having been the only
2 patrols we had out last night. 1 Recce patrol under command of
Capt Culpin visited the area of Chauk (1138 - 84L/13) eventually
arriving on the high ground at approx (150375 - 84L/13) where he
"brassed-off" all he had to give the impression that an attack was
going iIn. They got no response to their antics & so no enemy
movement at all, & so returned home. The other fighting-cum-
deception patrol consisted of 8 men under command of Sgt Mellor of
A Coy. This patrol got a little further to the north, when they
were at approximately (152369 - 84L/13) they ran slap into a Jap
standing patrol, who opened up on our boys with all they had. Since
our patrols®™ primary job was to give the impression that an attack
was coming in from the EAST, they promptly replied with everything,
& had a real good battle. We sustained no casualties, & since it
was very dark last night it cannot be estimated if we hit any JAPS
or not. After doing a very satisfactory job of work, they returned
to their Company base at .753. At 0715 hrs the CO (Lt Col Conder
OBE) with Major Courtenay-Hood (OC B Coy) & Major Doyne-Ditmus (OC
C Coy) went forward to .753 (2441 - 84L/13). Meanwhile A Coy had
sent a platoon to OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13) & MYENI (1838 - 84L/13) to
find out if it was unoccupied. These villages were reported clear
by 1030 hrs. At 0830 hrs the remainder of the Bn moved out in the
following order of march. B Coy, Bn HQ, HQ Coy, Admin Coy & C Coy,
& marched on a compass bearing across country to .753, where guides
were waiting on them to show them into company positions. The Bn
under command of the 2/1/C (Major Rose) eventually arrived at .753
by 1030 hrs. Our Bn transport plus 8 x 15 cwts were ferrying up Bn
kit to .753, & eventually had all kit clear of our old area by 1500
hrs. D Company under command of Major Turnbull, moved complete,
with the aid of 20 Bullock-carts from TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 -
84L/13) to MYENI (1838 - 84L/13) where they took up positions west
of the chaung at (189383 - 84L/13), & covered in the remainder of
the Bn. They also left a pl under command of Lieut Hewitt to occupy
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the high ground at (225387 - 84L/13), & cover Bns advance. (For
route see Operation Order No 6). The CO with his Tac HQ moved from
.753 at 1130 hrs & went forward to MYENI, where he gave out Company
dispositions. The remainder of the Bn left .753 in the same order
of march as before & arrived at MYENI after a gruelling march, at
approx 1445 hrs. Companies immediately started digging in, in the
following positions. A Coy (centre point 189375 - 84L/13) linking
up with D on their right as above, & linking up with C on their
left with their centre point at (193379 - 84L/13). HQ took over
from the chaung at (196384 - 84L/13), & so in a half circle to
(195386 - 84L/13) on the EAST bank of the chaung, practically
joining up with D Coy on the opposite bank at (194386 - 84L/13). Bn
HQ - (195385 - 84L/13). We managed to bring up all our kit except 4
X 15 loads from .753, by moving our MT in the dark with escort up
to 2030 hrs. Water was brought in by local bullock carts & by 1800
hrs the Bn was well dug in & ready for anything. Captain Calderbank
(OC Admin Coy) & a small party of men plus of our followers were
left at .753 (2441 - 84L/13) for the night. They were well covered
in & quite safe for 1 night. Patrols were sent out at 2000 hrs, 1
from A & 1 from C Coy. Up to midnight all was quiet & B Coy who are
under the nose of the Japs at OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13) had nothing to
report throughout the night.

After a quiet night, patrol reports started coming in, & were as
follows. A Recce patrol from A Coy under command of Lieut Fleming
visited CHAUK RIDGE again & managed to get up to practically the
top at (145407 - 84L/13). When they got there a Jap sentry fired a
burst of LMG at Sgt Banks, & he took the full burst in the chest.
He managed to run back down the hill about 50 yards before he
passed out. Lieut Fleming & the only remaining member of the patrol
managed to carry Banks to (149408 - 84L/13). Lieut Fleming then
sent his remaining man back to OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13) to get
stretcher-bearers from B Coy. He returned to Lieut Fleming with
this party, & Sgt Banks was carried into B Coy area for the night.
A Bullock cart & escort was sent out at 0545 hrs to collect our
casualty, bringing him back to the Bn area, where he unfortunately
died. We buried Sgt Banks between 2 Palm trees & erected a wooden
cross over his grave, the grave being at map ref (194383 - 84L/13).
A patrol from B Coy went up the nullah & eventually got on the high
ground at approx (149405 - 84L/13) where they saw Japs in position.
Since they were later than the A Coy patrol, & the fact that the
Japs had heard our patrol & stretcher-bearers in the chaung below,

J.R Stewart Capt & Adj




- MYENI

17th APRIL - MYENI

the old Nippon was on the lookout, & since we had pinpointed his
positions our patrol withdrew to base. The third & last patrol was
a Fighting patrol to BOGON (1836 - 84L/13) which saw absolutely
nothing in the way of enemy or any suspicious movement at all.
Early in the afternoon 6 Dakotas flew over CHAUK (1138 - 84L/13) on
their way EAST with supplies for our troops there, & Jap anti-
aircraft opened up on them. This is the first time we have ever
seen Jap "Ack-ack™ in action, & the results were pitiful. His gun
has not got anywhere near our ceiling & his aiming is very poor
indeed. An air-op was sent up to spot this gun, & as a result of
which we brought a salvo down on it. Results unknown. Digging in
continuing & also wiring around the Bn area. A 4/8 Gurkha convoy on
MT with rations for one of their companies on the NORTH bank of the
chaung came down the PYINMA CHAUNG in full view of CHAUK RIDGE. The
result of this foolishness was that a 75MM gun opened up on them as
they crossed the chaung opposite our position at (195395 - 84L/13),
as they made for the track & chaung junction at (195398 - 84L/13).
He did no damage, but suddenly switched onto the village of MYENI
(1838 - 84L/13), having probably seen bullock-carts moving around,
& obviously thinking that we were in the village itself. We got our
gunners to touch him up a bit with a bty of 25 pounders to make him
think that we really are in the village. At 1130 hrs the Brigadier
came out to see us & congratulated the C.O. (Lt Colonel HRR Conder
OBE) on the splendid move that the Bn had accomplished. In the
evening the JAP started shelling the chaung near MYENI (1838 -
84L/13), but once again did no damage. - Bullock carts are bringing
us water from TAUNGBI-YWATHIT (2740 - 84L/13) & we are now stocking
up for emergencies. Bullock carts are also used to take rations to
B Coy at OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13), & also a pl of MM Gunners who are
now under command. We have now been informed that D-Day for the
attack on CHAUK is the 20th April, & so the C.0. gave out orders
for the attack today. (See attached appendix) .

After another quiet night our patrols returned & submitted the
following reports. A fighting patrol to BOGON (1836 - 84L/13) saw
no enemy & had nothing to report. A recce patrol went up onto CHAUK
RIDGE to .559 (155356 - 84L/13) where they were fired on by some
JAPS. Our chaps returned the fire & made scuffling noises as if
they had run away. In actual fact they lay up for a bit, & before
long the JAP standing patrol got up & made for CHAUK. Our boys
stalked them & eventually found other parties of Japs chattering in
a little hollow near some huts. Our patrol got onto the high
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ground, pinpointed the Japs then let them have it with all they
had. They heard screams & lots of scurrying around & we believe we
certainly inflicted casualties on them. A Coy Patrol had the task
of laying mines at the bridge at (139351 - 84L/13). When the patrol
approached the bridge it was found to be occupied so the patrol
commander Sgt Greeve withdrew down the road about 200 yards & laid
his mines. On his travels back he heard our other patrol shooting
up Japs, but never married up with them. The remainder of the day
was spent in making preparations for the attack, & for storing up
ammo, food & water with C Coy at OKMYA (1639 - 84L/13). We received
reports that the 4/8th GR of our Bde were in North SINGU at (1643 -
84L/13) & were pushing on to SOUTH SINGU. Further reports received
showed that 33rd Bde had captured GWEGYO (3425 - 84L/13) & were
pushing WESTWARDS along the main road towards CHAUK, with a view to
cutting the Japs only road of withdrawal, except the river. The
114th Bde of our Division were advancing on the village of SEIKPYU
(0839 - 84L/13) to shut off the Jap in case he tried to escape
across the river. The net is tightening on CHAUK, & it won"t be
long now until the "Battle for the Oilfields'". Five men were
admitted to hospital & 2 men rejoined from hospital today.

Reports started coming in early, & our Burmese Agent - "Merry",
came back from CHAUK, with a report that she thought that the Japs
were going to pull out soon. She gave us the location of a gun,
which we well & truly plastered, & some information about numbers
of Japs which vary from 150 to 300. Another report from the headman
of Chauk told that tonight he had driven practically round the
whole of Chauk & saw very little movement in the way of Japs. He
did see 20 Japs in caves on either side the track at (157381 -
84L/13), & noticed some booby traps on the path. The headman of
MYENI (1839 - 84L/13) had been into SINGU SOUTH (1542 - 84L/13) for
rice & informed us that although he had walked through all S. SINGU
he had seen NO Japs & that the villagers there say that the Jap had
pulled out. - All this showed that it was obvious that he was
getting out. In accordance with this, the CO (Lt Col HRR Conder
OBE) rang up the Brigadier & asked permission to speed up the move,
ie by putting up our B Coy & D Coy onto the SOUTH RIDGE tonight
instead of tomorrow night 19th April. Permission was granted & so
we prepared for the whole Bn to move at 15 minutes notice the
following morning. D Coy & the CO with his Tac HQ were going to
move at 1900 hrs to OKMYA, to be ready for Phase 1 & Phase Il of
the battle. Meanwhile 33rd Bde were reported in the village of MOLA
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(1530 - 84L/13) after a speedy advance along the main road, & had
shoved out an advance battalion which was making for the river. -
33rd Bde was then given a boundary line & had to try & get up to
the line TAMMA-ARK (132355 - 84L/13) - The River IRRAWADDY and .559
(154357 - 84L/13). By the late afternoon, 33 Bde had pushed up to
grid line 40 & had met no opposition, so it was decided that 33rd
Bde should continue right up to the North end of Chauk. This they
did & by 1700 hrs Chauk complete was in our hands. The 4/8th moved
into SOUTH SINGU & we remained at MYENI.

After a quiet night with no patrols, we had orders from Bde to move
to a concentration area in CHAUK. At 0630 hrs the CO & his R&O
groups left in jeeps to go down by the main road thro® MOLA (1531 -
84L/13), & so to the inspection bungalow in CHAUK at approx (119375
- 84L/13). The remainder of the Bn cut across country up the Ridge
& so over to the Inspection bungalow where coy representatives were
there to take Coys to their new concentration positions. Bn HQ were
situated in a fine bungalow (as were all Coy HQs) at 106376 -
84L/13). A Coy at (109377 - 84L/13) B on high ground at (112375 -
84L/13) - C Coy at (106372 - 84L/13) D Coy (104373 - 84L/13). HQ
Coy & Admin Coy were round the Bn HQ area. All our mules were
brought up from LANGULYA area to our present area. Although there
were masses of Jap positions beautifully dug, we prefer our own
type of trenches & siting, & so the Coys immediately started
digging in. At 1630 hrs, the CO (Lieut Col HRR Conder OBE) held an
0 group & gave out patrols for tonight as follows. A Coy sent a
fighting patrol to .559 (154356 - 84L/13), B Coys patrol going to
the bridge at 140357 - 84L/13. C Coy sent an F.P. to the Causeway
at 119360 - 84L/13, whilst the remaining fighting patrol of D Coy
went to the ring contour at 099361 - 84L/13. Arty DF tasks were as
follows - ABLE - 102367 - 84L/13) astride track. BAKER - the nulla
into the main chaung at 105361 - 84L/13. CHARLIE - Ring contour -
114359 - 84L/13. DOG - astride main road at 119864 - 84L/13 & the
last Def task EASY on the high ground at 126365 - 84L/13. Three men
went to hospital today & one man rejoined the Bn from hospital
today.

All our Ffighting patrols returned by first light, having seen no
enemy or heard any suspicious movement. The Bn took full advantage
of being near the River once more & did a lot of washing of clothes
& clobber. At 0800 hrs, we received word that our Corps Commander
(33rd Corps) Lieut-General Sir Montagu Stopford was coming on an
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informal visit to see the Battalion at 1130 hrs today. He was
unfortunately held up somewhere & eventually arrived at Bn HQ at
1430 hrs. The Commanding Officer (Lt-Col H.R.R. Conder OBE) met
him, & took him on a conducted tour round the Coy areas. On this
occasion he expressed his gratitude for the fine work put up by the
Battalion & that he was very pleased to see everybody looking so
healthy & cheery. He spoke to a number of the men, & told them the
larger picture & how well the 14th Army were doing in driving the
Jap out of Burma. At 1600 hrs the Colonel addressed the whole
Battalion & thanked them for the splendid work they had done in our
first phase of the "Battle for Central Burma'. He reviewed all our
experiences in the past, the lessons learnt from them, & went on to
describe our future role which looked as if we will now become a
bit more mobile in future, having received more MT for our
establishment. - At 1500 hrs the CO attended a conference at Bde, &
on his return held an R&0 group at 1900 hrs, during which he gave
out orders for a move forward on MT to MS 381 (312109 - 83L/13)
where 89th Bde were to concentrate in the next 2 days. Our mules
under Lieut McNish left at 2200 hrs to meet the Bde mule column,
which Lieut McNish was to command & take them to GWEGYO (336256 -
84L/13) that night. Their next stage was to MS 381 the following
night where they will meet the Battalion. No 2757428 Pte Mclntosh
of C Coy was drowned in the RIVER IRRAWADDY today & although he was
given artificial respiration for nearly an hour after his body was
recovered, he did not revive. He was buried in his Company area &
the service was conducted by the Rev T Hawthorn MC our Padre. Four
men were admitted to hospital today, & 2 returned from hospital.

After a quiet night the Battalion made final preparations for the
move out to our new concentration area, near MS 381, at a village
called ZIGYOBIN (3010 - 84L/13). At 1000 hrs the 2/1/C (Major Rose)
left with a Recce party consisting of Coy 2/1/Cs & 2 Platoon
representatives per Coy to go forward & lay out the Bn area. To
assist us in this move forward we were supplemented with 30 x 15
cwts& 30 x 3 tonners from an RIASC G.P.T. Company. This transport
arrived at 1300 hrs & was distributed to Coys by Capt Calderbank
(OC Admin Coy). By 1400 hrs the Bn was embarked & ready to move off
but unfortunately the petrol & oil for the lorries did not arrive
until 1435 hrs. After a quick refill the Bn led by the Adjutant
(Captain Stewart) started off for our new destination, the
Commanding Officer (Lieut Col HRR Conder OBE) remaining back to see
the Bn on the move. The Order of March was as follows. Bn HQ, HQ
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Coy, A Coy, B Coy, C Coy, D Coy, & Admin Coy. At about 1610 hrs the
Bn arrived at its destination where they were met on the main road
by the 2/1/C & Coy representatives, who led them to their
respective Company areas as follows. Bn HQ, HQ Coy, & Admin Coys in
an area with the centre point at (30101 - 84P/2), A Coy - 298105 -
84P/2) - B Coy - 306103 - 84P/2, C Coy - 300093 - 84P/2 & D Coy
overlooking the main road at 307094 - 84P/2. Our MT ferried our kit
forward & had completed the job by 1730 hrs. The Bn started digging
in & wired company areas immediately. 3" Mortar tasks for Defence
was also done. Water was taken out to companies & after a good
hearty evening meal, the Bn settled down for the night. Since the
33rd Bde & the 1/11 Sikhs are to our front we had only one standing
patrol for the night 21/22nd April. During the night we had some
rain, & It was a great change from the muggy damp atmosphere of
CHAUK. Three men were admitted to hospital today. Our mules have
not rejoined us yet but will arrive tomorrow morning.

Throughout the night there was nothing to report. At 0900 hrs we
held a Thanksgiving Service in the compound of the village, Capt
Rev T Hawthorn MC officiating. At 0945 hrs, we received word from
Bde HQ to supply 12 Carrier drivers with 5 days rations within an
hour to go & collect 12 Bren Carriers for the Bde. Each Bn is
apparently getting 3 Carriers each, & they will certainly be of
great value to us now that we are operating on the plains of Burma.
At 1000 hrs the Commanding Officer (Lt-Colonel HRR Conder OBE) held
an R&0 group at Bn HQ. He told us the general situation on our
front & informed us that we may have to recross the River IRRAWADDY
to the WEST BANK, to deal with the Japs being chased from the NORTH
by our 114th Bde. At 1430 hrs the C.0. left for Bde HQ to see if
there were any orders for the move available. Since none were ready
at that time the C.0. went up for a flying recce in an L5 to have a
look at the area which we will eventually take up positions in, at
approx (940935 - 84L/10). On his return the CO brought orders for
the move with him at 1800 hrs, & gave out orders for the move of
the Bn to KYAUKYE (0999 - 84P/2). We were allotted from the Bde
pool 8 x 15 cwts and 5 x 3 tonners, which with our own MT were
distributed to Coys for this move. Our mules who are no with us
again were also distributed to Coys. At 2015 hrs the Bn 2/1/C
(Major Rose) & 2 reps per coys left on jeeps to recce our new area
& to arrange the reception of the Bn at the other end. At 2115 hrs
the Bn preceded by all our MT moved out in the following order. Bn
HQ, HQ Coy, A Coy, B Coy, C Coy, D Coy, RAP, Admin Coy & the mules
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brought up the rear. After a very hard & gruelling march of about
16 miles over sand, the Bn arrived at KYAUKYE (0999 - 84P/2) & was
ushered into a close box perimeter for the night. Since the Bn
arrived at 0400 hrs there was no "stand-to" except for normal post.
Four men were admitted to hospital today & three men returned from
hospital to the Bn.

The Bn spent today resting & preparing for the move across the
River IRRAWADDY tonight. Orders for the crossing were received at
1100 hrs, & the gist of the orders was this. The 1/11 Sikhs were to
secure a bridge head crossing at 2100 hrs, whilst we passed through
them & proceeded across country to secure the canal & road crossing
at (949936 - 84L/10), followed by the 4/8 GR & Bde HQ. Our trucks
were loaded up & lined up for the move out, & the Bn were given
orders in detail by the CO (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) at 1700 hrs. At
2300 hrs the Adjutant (Capt Stewart) came back with orders that the
Boats were ready for the first flight. The Bn went over the river
unopposed & by the following morning at 0130 hrs were complete on
the WEST bank of the River.

The Bn moved off from the WEST bank of the river in 2 parties, the
first party going on ahead to secure the road & canal crossing at
(949936 - 84L/10) by first light, & to be joined by the 2nd part of
the Bn as soon after first light as possible. The C.0. with his Tac
HQ, B & D Coys & Gunner OP were the composition of the first party,
& they set off across country taking the following route. From
(088989 - 84L/10) the party made its way through 12* high elephant
grass to the village of KYABINZU (069983 - 84L/10) & from here
forced its way through thick jungle to the village of KONTHA
(038967 - 84L/10). From here onwards to the main road, the going
was through a swamp, which was nearly waist deep & was very thick
with elephant grass & scrub. It took about 3 hours to get through
this swamps, & so, after this gruelling march the advance party
eventually hit the main road at MS 3 (969929 - 84L/10). There they
halted & had breakfast before going on. They then moved on to the
canal & road crossing at (948937 - 84L/10) where they took up
positions & awaited the remainder of the Bn who under command of
the Bn 2/1/C (Major Rose) eventually joined the advance party,
having come by the same route at 1030 hrs. After everybody had a
meal the Bn moved on in the same order of march as before to take
the road junction at (931959 - 84L/10) which we took by 1300 hrs.
The Bn less B Coy took up defensive positions as follows. Bn HQ -
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(932956 - 84L/10) A Coy (934956 - 84L/10) stretching along the road
to the NORTH to the cross roads. C Coy then took from the cross
roads to (930952 - 84L/10). HQ Coy to the rear perimeter from
930952 - 934956 - 84L/10. D Coy took up a position at the track &
road junction at 935952 - 84L10. B Coy were sent out to (890930 -
84L/10) to block the road running from NORTH to SOUTH. The Jap
about 300-500 strong was reported in SALIN (8200 - 84L/10), who
were opposing our 114th Bde who were slightly to the NORTH of
SALIN. The object of our move was to cut the Japs road to the
SOUTH, & help 114th Bde destroy them. The Bn then prepared
themselves for a very hairy night, assuming that the Japs would be
on us like a ton of bricks. To make matters worse we had to travel
very light for this move, with a result we had only a limited
amount of ammunition on the man & no tools with us, with the result
we had to make the best use of ground that we could. Road blocks
were established on all roads & so the Bn settled down for the
night, & come what may. At 1930 hrs along comes a Jap 3 tonner from
SALIN & runs slap into our road block at the road junction at
948937 - 84L/10. The result of this little party was 1 - 3 ton
Japanese lorry, 1 Jap Lieutenant & 1 OR dead, an officers sword,
some equipment & rations, & bedding. Later on & throughout the
whole night we had patrols & jitter-parties probing our flanks,
grenading & mortaring us. After daylight we discovered 2 dead
bodies & 2 seriously wounded & signs of blood indicating a number
of wounded. Our own casualties were 1 Killed & 4 wounded, which was
very light considering we were not dug in.

After stand-down the C.O. (Lt Col HRR Conder OBE) sent out foraging
parties to get food to feed the Bn, since we had consumed our 1
days ration & were preserving our emergency rations. We arranged to
feed the Bn by 1700 hrs on rice & curried vegetables which was to
be prepared by the villagers. By 1400 hrs the first 6 vehicles
arrived bringing 2 sections of 2" Mortars, some wire & tools. These
were distributed to Coys & the men started wiring & digging in with
a will. Various vehicles filtered in during the day & by 1400 hrs
we had been thickened-up by 1 Platoon of MMGs. At 1700 hrs 3 Lee
tanks arrived & were placed in an excellent position to deal with
vehicles coming up either road. Rations arrived by 1750 hrs & after
a good evening meal, the Bn was ready for any amount of Japs who
cared to look iIn & visit us. Throughout the day there was nothing
else of interest to report.
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At 0200 hrs tpt was heard approaching from the SOUTH, & 3 - 15 cwts
(British) driven by Japs fell foul of our road blocks, & the result
of this party was this. One truck managed to break through the road
block but was very successfully dealt with by one of our patrols
who were operating towards SALIN (9200 - 84L/10). The 2 other
trucks were put in the bag, 3 bodies including a Captain, some
rations, ammo & equipment.

The Commanding Officer sent out 3 Patrols from D Coy to go &
ascertain whether SALIN (9300 - 84L/10) was occupied or not since
we had received reports that the Jap was pulling out. - Orders were
received from Bde that 114th Bde were holding fast in the NORTH of
SALIN, & that we had the job of capturing this small town. Patrols
reached 935003 - 84L/10 & returned with an NES report. Another
fighting patrol reached MS 38 at 924994 - 84L/10 & also returned
with an NES report. The third patrol reached the Pagoda NORTH of MS
2 at (897986 - 84L/10) & here they saw a large number of Japs
sitting around this area, with some in dug positions. Orders were
given out at 0630 hrs for the attack on SALIN, & at 0815 hrs the Bn
less A & HQ Coys, with 1 Tp of tanks in support moved off to
complete the job. B Coy met the Bn at a pre-arranged RV at the
chaung & track position at (900961 - 84L/10) where the C.0. got his
Bn in position for the attack. Once more patrols from D Coy went
forward & reported all clear to the Pagoda at (913981 - 84L/13).
Accordingly the Bn advanced with D Coy as leading Coy, whilst C Coy
crossed to the left flank, the tanks preceding D Coy. The Pagoda
was reached safely & no enemy seen, so the CO moved through the
village of PABEZU (910983 - 84L/10) & pushed onto the road near the
lake at (906995 - 84L/13) & still no japs were seen. The next move
was to the cross-roads at (910999 - 84L/10) which was also reached
without opposition. An armoured column with B Coy pushed through
SALIN searching for Japs, & married up with a patrol of South Lancs
from 114 Bde. Salin had fallen without a shot being fired. The CO
then sent out patrols to MS 2 (897986 - 84L/10) & reports by locals
there showed that the Japs had pulled out in a great hurry early
this morning. Troops from 114 Bde relieved us & the Bn returned to
our base camp, with B Coy still out astride the road at (895930 -
84L/10). Another 3 tanks of the 3 Dragoon Guards joined our Bn here
& harboured in our area, where we all awaited further orders.

By 1400 hrs Orders for our move came through & at 1700 hrs the
Commanding Officer (Lt Colonel Conder OBE) gave out his orders for
our armoured column®s advance down the main road to the canal &
road crossing (930808 - 84L/10). We had 1 Squadron of Lee tanks
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- 930808 - 84L/10

preceding us from the 3rd Dragoon Guards. From 1700 hrs onwards the
Bn was loading vehicles before it got dark to be ready for our
advance at 0500 hrs the following morning. - Throughout the night
peace reigned & we only had one stray Jap approach our area. - He
was successfully dealt with & makes one more Nippon in the bag.

At 0330 hrs the perimeter post only were manned & since we had
experienced a quiet night, fires for cooking were lit, & breakfasts
were prepared for the Bn. At 0500 hrs the Bn completely in MT, &
supported by tanks, our 500 Bty of 25 Pounders & 1 Platoon of MMGs,
get off down the road to our objective. The column moved fast & by
0830 hrs the Bn was ready to take up positions roughly along the
canal bank. At 0840 hrs 3 Dakotas started circling over our area &
were obviously searching for the Brigade dropping zone to drop
supplies to us. Since the actual DZ was 3 miles away, & we didn"t
want to miss the air-drop, the C.0. & the Adjutant (Capt Stewart)
laid code letters, improvising maps to make the letters, instead of
signalling strips. Grenades 77 were used to indicate the direction
of the wind, & in another 5 minutes a very successful air-drop by 6
Dakotas was In progress. One Platoon of D Company was organised to
collect this drop, & the Adjutant got onto the 22 set & informed
Bde that we had taken the drop, & to send the RIASC down to collect
it. This was duly done & we were congratulated on our presence of
mind by Bde since the air-drop would have been missed as all air-
drop reception staff were at the original DZ. The CO then made a
quick recce & the Bn area was laid out as follows - Cross roads
(930808 - 84L/10) along canal bank to (919802 84L/10) then NORTH to
(919808 - 84L/10) thence EAST to main road at (929812 - 84L/13)
then SOUTH to Canal & road crossing at (930808 - 84L/13). This was
the Bn close perimeter area, & the Companies occupied areas, taking
them from EAST to WEST - C Company, D Company, Admin Coy, HQ
Company & Bn HQ, A Company & B Company on the extreme WEST.
Companies settled in areas & proceeded to dig in & wire the entire
perimeter. By 1200 hrs all our admin base had been ferried forward
& the Bn was complete including our mules who had cut across
country to meet us from the river. At 1600 hrs the Brigade
Commander (Brigadier WA Crowther DSO) came to see the Commanding
Officer (Lt-Colonel HRR Conder OBE) to discuss the prospects of an
armoured column to crash on SOUTH to cut the Japs completely off. -
We were allotted enough transport to lift the Bn in one lift, less
some odd kit which would come up with the Bde Administrative Staff.
At 1830 hrs the CO held an R&0 group & gave out his orders. The CO
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was placed in charge of this armoured column which was to be known
as ""CONCOL'. Representatives from the REs, MMGs, RAF, GUNNERS &
tanks were included in the R&0 group since we had the following
under command. - 1 Section of REs with mine-detecting equipment & a
"Bulldozer™. 1 - VCP (Visual Control Post) with RAF & Army
representatives In case we wanted air support at any time. 1
Platoon of machine-gunners, 1 Squadron of tanks, & our old friends
the gunners - 25 pounders all under command. The gist of the orders
was that the 1/11 Sikhs would secure LEGAING (0167 - 84L/10) & if
they succeeded in this to push on to TANAUNGDAW (0261 - 84L/10) &
to patrol forward to find out if town of SAGU (0256 - 1/25,000
SAINGAUNG Nol). We were to follow them up, pass through them & push
on & capture SAINGAUNG (0345 - 1/25,000 SAINGAUNG No2). At 1830 hrs
transport was allotted to the companies & loaded up ready for an
early move SOUTH at 0600 hrs tomorrow morning. Major Chisholm MC,
Captain Steven and Lt (QM) MacDonald rejoined the Bn today & Lieuts
Craig, Mowatt & Hannah joined us today as reinforcements. Four men
were evacuated to hospital today & 3 returned from hospital.

At 0400 hrs the Bn was up itching to be off in our armoured column,
hoping that our second MT move would bring us some luck & let us
put some Japs in the bag. By 0600 hrs, all our transport had been
marshalled & was unleashed at 0605 hrs, & it really was grand to
see over 160 vehicles, tanks & carriers & armoured vehicles rolling
down the road. Information was received that the 1/11 SIKHS had
reached TANAUNGDAW (0261 - 84L/10) OK & had patrols going into SAGU
(0256 - 1/25,000 SAINGAUNG - Nol), & as a result of this
information we bowled along the road until we contacted the SIKHS
at about 1000 hrs. The CO of the 1/11 SIKHS informed us that his
patrols had been fired on, so our Commanding Officer (Lt Col HRR
Conder OBE) ordered 2 troops of tanks of the 3rd Dragoons & C Coy
forward to attack SAGU. A Coy were whisked up forward & held in
readiness to help C Coy. The remainder of the column debussed &
stood by in readiness for a battle. C Coy under command of (Major
Doyne-Ditmus) crossed the chaung OK, met no opposition & started to
clear the town from the EAST side. The CO ordered up A Coy to go in
from the WEST & to clear the town & marry up with C Coy at the
bridge at (025561 - 1/25,000 SAINGAUNG Nol). AIl went well & A & C
Coys eventually linked up having only dealt with 10 Japs
successTully. We later learned from the locals that the Japs had
hurriedly departed to the SOUTH when they saw us coming, numbers
approx 100. Since we wanted to crack on the CO gave orders to
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embuss, & by 1200 hrs the column was on the move towards the town
of SAINGAUNG (0344 - 0346 - SAINGAUNG - No2 - 1/25,000). The going
was bad since it was a dusty rough track, but by 1315 hrs the
leading elements were within 150 yards of SAINGAUNG. Villagers
reported Japs & vehicles in the village, & another 50 at approx
(025450 - 1/25,000 - SAINGAUNG) near the water. The CO pushed A Coy
less 1 Platoon with 1 troop of tanks round the EAST end of the
town, & to cut in & push through from the EAST to the WEST.
Meanwhile C Coy were despatched out to the water at (025450) to
deal with the Japs there. They remained there in case they were
required to come in from the WEST. 1 Troop of 500 Bty was ready on
the ground to support if necessary. The remainder of the Bn was
debussed & standing by awaiting orders. Surplus transport was sent
back to SAGU to help the 1/11 SIKHS who were going to move tonight.
A Coy were pushing on through the village & got right through to
the SW corner of it before they bumped anything. A pitch battle
took place & we got a bit of a shock when we discovered a Jap
tankette firing at us from the area of the chaung at (031444 -
1/25,000 SAINGAUNG - No2). This tankette was soon eliminated, & A
Coy less 1 Pl proceeded to chase odd snipers etc into the jungle
nearby. The other Pl of A Coy was put on the road near the
Inspection bungalow as a stop at (034455 - 1/25,000 - SAINGAUNG -
No2). The odd Jap or so was shot at by us, & by 1415 - 1500 hrs the
remainder of the column concentrated at the Inspection bungalow &
the CO (Lt Colonel HRR Conder OBE) put the Bn in a close perimeter
round the tanks & guns temporarily. The odd skirmish & sniping went
on until approx 1800 hrs, & by this time we had looked around &
discovered our bag was as follows. Two tankettes working & in good
condition, 1 Bren carrier in good condition, 1 Tankette which we
had destroyed, 4 lorries, medical stores, rations, & bags of
artillery & SA Ammunition, grenades, maps, documents, equipment,
oil & petrol. It was a colourful bag & the largest we have ever
made. - The CO decided that since it was getting so dark, he would
hold his original perimeter for the night, except D Coy who would
sit astride the cross-roads at (037458 - 1/25,000) to establish
road blocks there. Water recces were sent out & during one of these
Major Courtenay-Hood, OC B Coy & some men were ambushed by Japs, as
a result of which we had 1 man killed & 4 wounded. Two platoons
were required to get out our wounded we managed this by 1900 hrs.
Digging in & wiring commenced, & so we settled down for the night
expecting to be attacked throughout the night. Up to midnight all
was quiet & nothing more to report. Our casualties were as follows.
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No 3189457 Pte E Bruce - KIA. Wounded No 14746663 Pte J Leece, No
14710581 Pte W Taylor, No 14710978 Pte H Hogben, & No 497980 Pte F
Morgan, all of B Company.

After a very quiet night the Bn ate breakfast, iImproved positions &
wiring & sent out parties into SAINGAUNG (0344 - 0345 - 1/25,000
SAINGAUNG No2) to look for Japs primarily, & to see what other
dumps could be found. Local labour was obtained for bringing in
water to us, & bullock carts were on the trot the whole day
bringing us this water. A jeep patrol from D Coy went out to MINBU
(1550, 1551, 1552 - Minbu Sheet 3) where the 1/11 Sikhs had
established themselves after a night march last night. Contact was
made OK & we sent out our casualties to MINBU to the ADS there. Bde
HQ had also established itself in MINBU. The Commanding Officer
(Lt-Col HRR Conder OBE) sent a patrol to MAUNGMAGAN (0741 -
1/25,000 - No2) to investigate a report of 20-30 Japs in the
village & to liquidate them. The village was entered & NES. The CO
sent out B Company under command of Major Courtenay-Hood to the
village of ZIAING (980396 - 84L/12) to clear some Japs out of it,
then to push on to the water at (956369 - 84L/12) with a view to
the Bn moving there today & so ease the water situation. B Coy
bumped Japs there but since it was about 1700 hrs the CO didn"t
want to have this Coy involved in a battle & so ordered them to
withdraw to ZIAING & establish a firm base there, which they did.
The Brigadier arrived at about 1700 hrs & informed the CO that he
wanted us to push on to PYAWBWE (8732 - 84L/12) & establish
ourselves there. At 1800 hrs the CO gave out orders for the onward
move tomorrow, tanks preceding us & the Bty of 25 pounders moving
in bounds in close support of us. No 3189407 Pte Boyce was buried
near the Inspection bungalow, the service being conducted by Capt
Rev T Hawthorn MC. The REs constructed a light air-strip for L5s to
land on & evacuate our casualties at approx (038460 - 1/25,000
SAINGAUNG No2). At 1900 hrs transport was loaded up for tomorrow"s
move, & then the Bn settled down for the night which was a peaceful
one. Fifteen men were evacuated sick to hospital today.

After an early rise the Bn formed up & moved off down the road
towards ZAIAING (9739 - 84L/12) where they contacted B Coy. The Bn
then passed through B Coy, who then had the job of protecting a
troop of our guns who were dropped off at ZAIAING to give the main
body close support. The Column "CONCOL"™ under command of (Lt Col
HRR Conder OBE) then advanced up the main road, & eventually made
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contact with the Japs, who were occupying the high ground at approx
(962376 & 960378 - 1/25,000 SAINGAUNG No3). Leading troops of D Coy
were held up temporarily, but Major Chisholm MC (OC D Coy) managed
to get things moving very soon. The tanks were brought up to give
close support to this coy, & the leading tank was about to go off
the road when a 75mm gun opened up at 100 yds range & knocked it
out. The Commanding Officer & the Squadron Commander were both near
this tank & Major Dinsdale the Squadron Commander was unfortunately
wounded. Two other tanks engaged the 75MM gun & eliminated it plus
the crew of 4 Japs. The countryside has changed from open desert
country to open jungle country, which meant that tactics had to be
switched considerably to suit the ground. D Coy was being held up
again by heavy fire & so the CO put C Coy under command of Major
Hayes on a left flanking movement to cut the Japs off. This was
very successful, & after a "ding-dong" battle these Japs had to
withdraw leaving us in possession of the high ground & the precious
water which was the real objective. By 1700 hrs the Jap was really
on the run except for occasional sniping & mortaring. Our B echelon
tpt was whisked up & the Bn took up defensive positions covering
the road from the high ground, round the water area & settled in
for the night. Our days loot consisted of 2 - 75MM guns, 1 - 105MM
gun, 1 - 4" mortar, 22 bodies plus those still unlocated & some
equipment. Our own casualties were 2 tanks, 3 killed & 4 wounded.
Digging in & wiring went on until completed & up till 2349 hrs we
had not been counter-attacked or shelled as we expected.
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