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References to Appendices 

BROEDERS 
BOSCH 

1 Mar  
1500 

Bn still holding line. 
Bn concentrated in reserve at rear of wood prior to move to new 
area. 

 

ROTTUM 2 Mar 1500 Bn moves by MT to GOCH to relieve 1st Bn HLI north of WEEZE - moves 
thence by march route to area ROTTUM - on arrival find that 1 HLI 
have captured WEEZE and the breakthrough to the RHINE has started. 

See Appx H Folios 1 & 2 
(original War Diary 
only) 

ROTTUM 3 Mar  Bn remains in reserve area ROTTUM. Bn HQ moves to outskirts of 
WEEZE. 

 

ROTTUM 4 Mar  ) Bn still in reserve - many mines found in area and cleared.  
 5 Mar  )  
 6 Mar  )  
 
 
LULLINGEN 

7 Mar 0100 Bn move by MT to area LULLINGEN to div conc area. Arrive at 0300 
hrs. 
Bn bathed during course of day at MBU. Bn receives orders to relieve 
1/5 Welch Regt NE of ISSUM. 

See Appx H Folio 3 
(original War Diary 
only) 

WOOD NORTH 
EAST of 

) 8 Mar 
) 

1000 Bn relieves 1/5 Welch Regt (53 (W) Div) in wood NE of ISSUM with 
rear Bn HQ at BRANDSHOF. Reserve Bde. 

 

ISSUM 'DIE 
LEUCHT' 

) 9 Mar 
) 

1000 Wood 'DIE LEUCHT' swept by Bn in conjunction with 1 GLAS H. No enemy 
found in wood. Move of 'B' Echelon to area BRANDSHOF from MOLENHOEK. 
Bn still in wood. Planning for elimination of WESEL pocket by 52 (L) 
Div - Reconnaissance by CO. 

 

GINDERICH 
& GEST 

10 Mar 1000 
 

1130 
1430 

 
 

1830 

Resistance in WESEL pocket has ceased. Bn is ordered to proceed by 
march route and occupy GINDERICH. 
Bn moves by march route to area SW of MENZELEN preparatory to 
advance to GINDERICH. After occupation of MENZELEN Bn proceeds in 2 
parties - "A" & "B" (2 A tk guns 2 mortars) to occupy GEST, 
remainder of bn to GINDERICH. 
After difficulty owing to blown bridges, craters and mines, whole bn 
complete on objectives including F Echelon. 37 PW. 

 

 Night 
10/11

 
Mar 

Patrols forward to banks of R RHINE found no signs of enemy.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages will be 
prepared in manuscript.



 11 Mar  Orders regarding evacuation of civilians etc, quiet day. OP 
established in GINDERICH CHURCH tower. 

 

GINDERICH 12 Mar  
 
 

1830 

To fit in with BDE policy regarding the holding of the line, 3 coys 
are ordered to move forward to banks of RHINE. Position to be held 
by men in slits by night, by OPs by day. 
"A" coy move to WILLICHSHOF, "B" coy to QUERENHORSTHOF, "D" coy to 
RAMIENSHOF and PERRICH. 

 

 13 Mar  Little activity from the enemy - s1ight shelling of GINDERICH. 'B' 
Echelon moves and establishes itself in GINDERICH. 

 

 14 Mar)  Very quiet except for heavy shelling on night of 15th at 2200 hrs.  
 15 Mar)  Adjt wounded and evacuated. Comns severed for 3 hours. Visit of Army  
 16 Mar)  Commander.  
GINDERICH 17 Mar  Lt Col Turner relinquishes command of Bn on posting to command 1st 

KOSB. Succeeded by Lt Col G.G.M. Batchelor. Quiet day. 
 

GINDERICH 18 Mar 1400 
 
 

1600 
 

2000 
2000 

Relief of Bn by 1 GLAS H and 6 CAMS. "C" coy relieved by "C" coy 1 
GLAS H and move to take over DIVISIONAL CATTLE RANCH and TCPs north 
west of ALPON. 
Relief of Bn HQ and "S" coy, who move to reserve area SW of ALPON 
also 'B' Ech. 
Relief of "B" & "D" coys by 1 GLAS H - move to area SW of ALPON. 
Relief of "A" coy by "A" coy 6 CAMS - move to SOLWAY WORKS to watch 
shaft (under RHINE). 

See Appx H Folio 5 
(Original War Diary 
only) & Appx D No.1 

ALPON 19 Mar  Bn in reserve area - working parties required by RE. Entertainment 
(opening of DIVISIONAL concert party in ISSUM). 

 

ALPON 20 Mar  Whole Bn at MBU ISSUM. Further entertainment - Cinema and concert 
party - Conference at Bde regarding boat carrying for Op 'Plunder'. 

 

ALPON 21 Mar  Training, maintenance, entertainment - RE working parties again 
required. 

 

ALPON 22 Mar  More entertainment - quiet day.  
ALPON 23 Mar 1600 

 
 

2030 

Parties consisting of "B" "C" "D" "S" coys under Maj Jardine 
Paterson move to LUTTINGEN to carry storm boats for 15 (S) Div for 
crossing of RHINE. 
Boats launched after being towed by Lloyd Carriers to the bank. No 
casualties - operation completely successful. 

See Appx E Folio 1 
(Original War Diary 
only) 

ALPON 24 Mar 0500 
1000 

All personnel return to ALPON. 
Gliders and troop carrying aircraft pass overhead on their way to 
drop 6th Airborne Division and American Airborne troops far side of 
RHINE. Viewed from tower at 'B' Echelon by GENERAL EISENHOWER. Bn at 
3 hours notice to move and come under command of 15 (S) Division on 
far side of river. 

 

ALPON 25 Mar 1030 Bn comes under command of 15 (S) Div. All 157 Bde ordered to move to  



 
 
 
ALPON 
 
 
BISLICH 
Moving to 
HAMMINKELN 

 
 

1200 
1400 

 
 

1600 
 

2200 

far bank of river as soon as possible. CO leaves with Coy Commanders 
to receive orders at XANTEN. 
Recce parties leave in coy carriers. 
Bn move by TCVs to XANTEN taking 'F' Ech (on a jeep and trailer and 
carrier basis) and thence by march route to the river bank at 
LUTTINGEN. 
Bn crosses R. RHINE, marching personnel by storm boats, vehicles by 
LVTs - Bn go to lie up area NW of BISLICH. 
Bn move by march route through DORDECHER WALD to HAMMINKELN to 
relieve 10 Devons (6 Airlanding Bde). 

HAMMINKELN 
 
 
 
HAMMINKELN 
 
 
Moving to 
RINGENBERG 

26 Mar 0600 
 
 

1400 
1800 

 
1815 

 
1825 

 
 

2000 
 

Relief of 10 Devons complete. "B" coy under comd 7 Cams - sent out 
patrol to see if area of woods N of HAMMINKELN is clear of snipers. 
Patrol fired on - 4 casualties. 
Bn receives orders to attack RINGENBERG. "C" coy 5 HLI under command 
Bn moves up to start line (road crossing River ISSEL SE of 
HAMMINKELN). 
H Hour - "D" (right) and "A" (left) cross start line - very 
effective barrage. 
"C" (right) and "C" 5 HLI (left) followed by Bn HQ cross start line. 
Very little opposition except for slight mortaring on entering town 
- 3 casualties. Town captured and 87 PW. 
Consolidation completed - move of 'F' Ech into town (incl 1 tp SP 17 
prs). Coys dig in. Very quiet night. 

 

RINGENBERG 
 
 
 
BRUNEN 

27 Mar 1045 
 

1130 
1400 
1600 

 
1700 

Visit of General Ritchie. Slight shelling and mortaring. Tanks of 
SCOTS GREYS pass through. 
Bn ordered to move to BRUNEN after relief. 
Bn relieved by 5 RWF (53(W) Div) moves to BRUNEN. 
Bn moving by march route arrives BRUNEN. Heavily stonked on entry to 
town - 2 casualties. 
More shelling - Bn established including 'F' Echelon. 157 Bde come 
under comd 7 Armd Div. Quiet night. 

 

BRUNEN 28 Mar  Bn still under command 7 Armd Div. Very quiet. German crack up 
begins. 

 

 29 Mar  Many armoured columns pass through. Bn is joined by 'A' Echelon. 
About 30 PW. 

 

BRUNEN 
 
Moving to 
GEMEN 
 
GEMEN 

30 Mar 0430 
 

0800 
 
 

1000 

Bn 'B' Ech arrives BRUNEN. Non-essential stores left far side of 
RHINE at KAISERHOF with small holding party. 
Bn moves by TCVs and 'A' and 'B' Echelons to GEMEN via RAESFELD and 
BORKEN to relieve 1/5 Queens. Wood clearing by Carrier Pl N of 
GEMEN. 28 PW. 
Relief complete. Quiet day. Reorganisation of tpt and LOBs and issue 
of canteen supplies. 

 



GEMEN 31 Mar  
 

1545 
 

1800 

LOBs move back to Bde area at HAMMINKELN in order to make 'B' Ech 
mobile. All bn Echelons now completely mobile. Bn at notice to move. 
Bn move by MT to STADTLOHN via WESEKE and SUDLOHN to relieve 9 DLI, 
taking all echelons. 
Bn complete new location. No enemy activity. 
 
                                                    MAR Herries 
                                                    Capt & Adjt 
                                                     5 K.O.S.B. 
 

 

 


