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WAR DIARY 

OR    REF. MAPS:- 
 INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY  INDIA 83 H/N.E.  
 (Erase heading not required)  ASSAM N.G. - 46 

              MOLVOM 
 

Hour, Date, Place 
 

Summary of Events and Information 
 

Remarks and References 
to Appendices 

1st MAY - SILCHAR 
 
2nd MAY - SILCHAR 
3rd MAY - SILCHAR 
 
4th MAY - 
 
5th MAY - SYLHET - IMPHAL 
 
6th MAY - MAHARABI 
 
7th MAY -  - " - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8th MAY - MAHARABI 
9th MAY -  - " - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10th MAY - - " - 
 
 
 
11th MAY - - " - 
 

Bn still waiting in camp for emplaning orders. Weather still 
holding up flying. 
Bn spent another day in camp. Weather still bad. 
Flying still not possible from SILCHAR Airstrip. Orders received 
to move to SYLHET. 
Bn moved by train to SYLHET and arrived at 2100 hrs. 
Bn proceeded by M.T. to Airfield. 
Bn flown by 27 DAKOTA Aircraft to IMPHAL and took up defensive 
posns in MAHARABI village (2977). 
"D" Coy took over defence of hill feature 2976 from 3 Platoons 
Ghurkhas of 17 Division. Bn settling in. 
1 Section "D" Coy standing patrol based on SENJAM KHUNOU (2573). 
1 Platoon "C" Coy established Patrol base (6th MAY) at LAIRENKABI 
(2465) with V Force personnel already working from here. Patrols 
from here to LAIRENSAJIK (2470), KHARAM KHUNOU (2171), NEPALI 
KHUTI (2009), PHAIYENG (2266), NATOP (1864), THENCHING (1861), 
SINGH BAGAN (1561), MANANCHING (0663), SHONGLUNG (1471), KHARAM 
(1873), IRENG (1772), all report N.E.S. 
Bn spent quiet "administration" day. 
Standing patrol based on SENJAM KHUNOU, visited WAIPHET KHUL 
(2078) and SAMUK (1578) - N.E.S. and no reports of enemy from 
locals. LAIRENKABI Platoon actively patrolling foothills and 
villages to West, North & South but all quiet these areas. 1 Sec 
from the Platoon now based at KANGCHUP KHUL (1669) and patrolling 
SHONGLUNG (1471), SHONGJANG (1274), SAMUK (1578), WAIPHET KHUL, 
KHARAM, IRENG - N.E.S. and no interesting local reports. "D" Coy 
Sec based in SENJAM KHUNOU now withdrawn. 
Bn front all quiet throughout day. At night, 4 Recce patrols to 
ridge at 307832, 312831, 319827 and 322826. 1 Fighting Patrol to 
area 309819 to engage any enemy trying to molest our Recce 
patrols. 
All above patrols returned safely and reported the following - 
ridge at 307832 - 2 Jap sentries covering the steep slope from 
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12th MAY - - " - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13th MAY - - " - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14th MAY - - " - 
 
15th MAY - - " - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South, ridge at 312831 found no enemy or posns but reverse slope 
not searched. Patrols to 319827 and 322826 did not reach top of 
objectives due to great steepness and other physical difficulties 
but no enemy mvt heard above. 
Fighting Patrol area 309819 scoured large area but failed to 
engage any enemy throughout night even after creating noises and 
occasional random firing. All patrols heard 4/8 G.R. patrols on 
their right being engaged by enemy L.M.G. & G.D. fire. Four other 
recce patrols set out after dark for above same areas and one 
recce to EKBAN EKWAN 322839. 
All patrols returned without loss and reported: 1) Ridge 307832 
N.E.S. or mvt heard. 2) Ridge 313832 N.E.S. or mvt heard. 3) 2 
Japs seen on ridge 315828. 4) Ridge 320827 talking and mvt heard 
- estimated at least an enemy section there. 5) Patrol reached 
outskirts EKBAN EKWAN where killed one Jap found shadowing them 
in scrub. No other enemy seen or heard in vicinity before or 
after the killing. Used track found leading into village from 
Southerly direction. 
LAIRENKABI Platoon has been actively patrolling all routes in 
villages in hills to the West in co-op with V-Force. No enemy 
seen and still no reports from locals about the Jap but in the 
evening a Manipuri villager picked up by V-Force in the hills was 
brought to Bn H.Q. thence Bde H.Q. for interrogation. 
Villagers had been forced by Japs in KANGLATONBI area (2983) to 
guide I.N.A. personnel through hills towards HAOCHANG area 
(0770). Reported enemy doing much foraging in local villages and 
stated there were about 300 Japs in areas North of KANGLATONBI. 
Orders Group received final orders for attack on Pt. 3813 ridge 
(squares 3082 & 3182). 
0015hrs. Bn moved to F.U.P. area about 3182. A & B Coys moved 
onto lower slopes of objectives. 0445 hrs. Both Coys attacked 
objectives each with 2 Platoons up and one in reserve. (No Arty 
support). Left hand Pl & Coy H.Q. "B" Coy got to within 40 yds of 
objective but were held up by very heavy L.M.G., M.M.G. and 
grenade fire and had to fall back to an exposed posn just below 
objective after sustaining fairly heavy casualties. Right hand 
Platoon appeared to have reached objective at 314831 but were not 
seen or contacted throughout day. "A" Coy right hand Platoon also 
held up very close to objective by very heavy L.M.G., M.M.G. and 
Grenade fire from extensive enemy bunker posns at 322826 and 
325825. Coy H.Q. and left hand Platoon with small elements of rt 
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15th MAY - PT. 3813 RIDGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16th MAY -  - " - 
 
 
 
 
 
16th May - Pt. 3813 RIDGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17th MAY -  - " - 
 
 
 
 
 

hand and reserve Pl established themselves on precarious posn at 
319827 and held on throughout day. 
2 Platoons "D" Coy went up ridge to help "B" Coy but they were 
also pinned to ground area "B" Coy H.Q. (309829). 1 Pl "C" Coy 
sent up to assist "A" Coy. "B" Coy subjected to accurate enemy 
Mortar, 75 mm gun and sniper fire intermittently all day. "A" Coy 
also experienced sniping and L.M.C. fire at the slightest 
movement. 1400 hrs 2 Pls of "D" withdrawn to area Bn H.Q. 
(313815). Three "LEE" tanks blasted enemy bunkers overlooking "B" 
Coy - very good shoot which very probably caused the Jap 
casualties but failed to shift him. 1630 hrs "B" Coy ordered to 
withdraw to area Bn H.Q. This done without loss. Casualties to 
date were "A" Coy: 2 B.O.'s killedX, 2 B.O.R.'s killed, 1 B.O.° 
wounded and 8 B.O.R.'s wounded. "B" Coy: Killed - 1 B.O.+ & 5 
B.O.R.'s. Wounded - 1 B.O. & 11 B.O.R.s. "C" Coy: Killed - 1 
B.O.R. Wounded 4 B.O.R.'s. "D" Coy: Killed - 1 B.O.Z & 1 B.O.R. 
Wounded - 5 B.O.R.'s. Area Bn H.Q. was shelled by 6 rds from 75 
mm gun but no damage or casualties resulted. 
Elements of missing Pl of "B" seen on top of ridge 315830 
(confirmed by "A" Coy). Up to 1730 hrs quiet on Bn front with our 
forward troops holding on to gains within a few yards of the 
enemy. Arty had effectively shelled area vacated by "B" Coy. 1730 
hrs 8 "Hurribombers" bombed Jap Bunkers at approx 322827 but 
observed to be only partly successful. This was immediately 
followed up by an attack by 1 Pl of "A" Coy which again got 
within a few yards of large enemy bunker and partly inside enemy 
wire. Again extremely heavy L.M.G., M.M.G., Grenade & Sniper's 
fire stopped this action from the immediate bunker and another 
higher up. Pl withdrew at dark under cover of our L.M.G., Mortar 
& Arty fire. Pl killed at least 7 Japs and probably killed or 
wounded others. Own casualties for the day (mainly in this above 
action!) were: Killed - 9 B.O.R.'s Wounded 1 B.O.+ & 7 B.O.R.'s. 
1930 hrs. Party with food, water & ammo set out to contact "B" 
Coy Pl still holding out on ridge. Withdrew when ambushed at foot 
of a spur leading to the Platoon (1 B.O. wounded). During night 
Bn front quiet. 
0100 hrs. Strong Pl "D" Coy set off to attack Jap posns at 310830 
from the rear (North) but owing to extremely heavy and difficult 
going, withdrew without commitment, having reached just below 
enemy posns. This was now in broad daylight and the enemy had 
spotted the Platoon and was ready to open up his murderous fire 
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X Major G.R. Nimmo M.C. 
X 2 Lieut A.J. 
            Etherington 
° Capt T.R. Turnbull 
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17th May - Pt. 3813 ridge 
 
 
 
18th May -        "  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19th May -        " 
 
20th May -        " 
 
 
 
 
 
21ST May.  PT. 3813 Ridge 
 
 
 
22ND May.         " 
 
 
23RD May.         " 
24TH May.         " 
 
 
 

over knife-edged approaches. (These approaches were found on all 
the enemy posns concerning the Bn). 
0900 hrs 2 B.O.R.'s from isolated Pl "B" Coy arrived Bn H.Q. to 
report. Pl still holding on in most precarious posn but badly in 
need of water, food and ammo. 
1915 hrs. Party with water, food & ammo set out for the "missing" 
pl but were forced to return unsuccessful due to very dark night 
and the terrible ascent made worse by very heavy rain. During the 
night Bn front quiet. 
0545 hrs. Verey light signals fired from Bn H.Q. in endeavour to 
get the B Coy Pl to withdraw. Unsuccessful. 1100 hrs. D Coy 
relieved A Coy on Ridge without incident. A Coy returned area Bn 
H.Q. One section D Coy crawled WEST along Ridge & contacted the 
"missing" Pl B Coy. This Pl withdrew to D Coy H.Q. and their 
vacated position eventually occupied by one Pl D Coy. During 
afternoon patrol to enemy trenches 312881 killed two japs in 
quick rush and withdrew. Patrol to 322827 drew automatic & 
grenade fire from enemy bunkers and withdrew without loss. 
Patrols during night to same enemy posns drew L.M.G, M.M.G. and 
grenade fire without loss to themselves. 2 man patrol to enemy 
trenches late afternoon (from Bn H.Q. area) made another quick 
rush & killed 3 japs before withdrawing. 
Own arty harassing fire throughout day on enemy bunkers. Cas 
probably inflicted. Quiet throughout night. 
By 1000 hrs C Coy relieved D Coy. D Coy returned Bn H.Q. area. 
Patrol to 312831 discovered extensive enemy bunkers unoccupied 
and very badly damaged by arty and mortar fire. These posns 
quickly occupied by B Coy. Enemy posns at 322827 reported clear 
of enemy. 1 Pl of C Coy moved onto 322827, 1 Pl area Pt. 3813 & 1 
Pl A Coy to 318827. 
Forward Coys spent day consolidating posns, collecting much enemy 
equipment & documents & burying our own dead. Over 30 jap bodies 
were found area 312831 & 6 more bodies at 322827. Many more enemy 
cas probably removed in previous 2 or 3 days. 
A Coy now occupying ridge area Phaileng, ref 3180. During day & 
night a number of standing patrols were put round Coy areas. All 
report N.E.S. 
Quiet day & night. Nothing to report. 
All Coys standing patrols report quiet night. A Coy took over 
posns at 347829 from one Coy. I/11 Sikhs. B Coy took over 
Phaileng positions. 
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25TH May.         " 
 
 
26TH May.         " 
 
 
27TH May.         " 
 
28TH May.         " 
 
 
29TH May.  PT. 3813 Ridge 
30TH May.         " 
 
 
31ST May.         " 
 

Bn front quiet throughout night. All Coy standing patrols N.T.R. 
D Coy took up posns on Sengmai Bastion, approx 3079 (ref. map 83 
H/N.E.) 
Standing patrols from all Coy areas N.T.R. Bn mainly engaged with 
feeding & maintaining Coys in heavy rain over most difficult 
ground & hills. 
All patrols N.T.R. Another quiet day & night. Heavy rain 
continues. 
Own air activity observed over strongly held jap posns to our 
EAST on 9 BDE's front. Intermittent fire to our WEST on 123 BDE's 
front. 
All patrols from Coys N.T.R. Bde Commander visited Bn areas. 
Bn front quiet during night. All patrols N.T.R. Approx 0900 hrs. 
A Coy small patrol went up ridge area "HUMP" 363832 killed 1 jap, 
withdrew without loss on being fired upon from top of ridge. 
Bn front quiet during night. N.T.R. Patrolling continues all 
round Bn positions. 

 
 
KA 
 
 
KA 
 
KA 
 
 
KA 
KA 
 
 
KA 
 
KA 
 

 


