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INTELLFGENCE SUMMARY

(Erase heading not required)

Month and Year MAY 1943 Commanding Officer Lt Col R.W. Jackson

Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information

References to Appendices

FIELD MAY 0630 | 1. Coys reported quiet night
1 0700 | 2. Lt Anderson with 3 ORs left to bring back Standing Patrols from
306 & 614
0830 | 3. 0 Gp Conference when orders for move were issued.
Mob Col (Comd Major Mackenzie-Kennedy) to occupy and hold Pt
109 (3931). Force to consist of:
A Coy, all carriers, mortars on carriers, and Pl MG (Jat).
Remainder of bn to move to DILPARA (3735) on night 1/2 May when
bn will be under 1 hrs notice. Positions to be occupied as
under:
B Coy 381355; C Coy 377361; D Coy south end of feature 379358;
B Ech, HQ Coy present location; Command Post 377359.
Move would be by transport as follows:
1400 hrs Surplus ammo to B Ech
1415 hrs 2 mortar dets and ammo
1430 hrs 1 mortar det and ammo
1500 hrs RAP
1515 hrs) Bn HQ
1545 hrs)
1745 hrs B Coy Cooks
1800 hrs C Coy Cooks
1815 hrs D Coy Cooks
Coys would leave by march route. B Coy at 1920 hrs, C Coy at
1940 hrs, D Coy at 2000 hrs. Mob Col to take over from C and D
Coys before they left.
4_ Draft of 18 ORs arrived
0900 | 5. CO left for Bde Conference.
FIELD 0900 | 6. Pt 306 patrol returned - no movement seen
1215 | 7. 614 Patrol returned. All quiet. 7/15 Punjabis in new positions.
1440 | 8. Orders for move confirmed
1710 | 9. Comd Post established 377357
1715 | 10. CO to Bde

JSP

JSP

JSP
JSP
JSP
JSP
JSP
JSP
JSP
JSP




2145 | 11. All coys in new positions JSP
12. Carrier road patrol under Mob Col continued throughout 24 hrs JSP
13. Strength 28 Officers 513 ORs (APP I & 11) JSP APP I & I1.
MAY 0630 | 14. Coys reported quiet night. Mob Col quiet except for two bursts
2 LMG heard in Gurkha patrol area JSP
0815 | 15. CO went to Bde and then visited Mob Col JSP
1000 | 16. Lt McCance & 6 ORs left to contact 55 Bde in KANTHE area JSP
1030 | 17. P1 C Coy left for standing patrol at KANBYIN 4036 JSP
1200 | 18. 1 Sjt & 6 ORs left for standing patrol at 423348. JSP
1600 | 19. CO to Bde JSP
1700 | 20. 12 OR Reinforcements arrived JSP
1915 | 21. CO to Bde for orders and at 1945 hrs issued warning order for
move into hills with mule transport JSP
2000 | 22. CO to Bde Conference JSP
2115 | 23. Orders for move given by C.O. JSP
MAY 0015 | 24. Bn left by march route; order of march C, D, Cmd Post & B Coy JSP
3 1130 | 25. Bn arrived area 435355 when permission was then given for the
men to drink JSP
FIELD 1330 | 26. Jap 75 m/m Fired into area until 1345 hrs. No damage. JSP
1430 | 27. Positions were occupied as follows:-
Comd Post 435355; B Coy feature NORTH of 1440 (440346)
C Coy 440357; D Coy 438355 in vicinity Comd Post.
14 Pl ordered to KANBYIN as rear pty guard. D Coy to provide
Pl as carrying pty from mule pt (400x distance over rough
going and uphill) to Comd Post for water, rations and ammo.
Mob Col passed into comd of 6 1.B. JSP
1820 | 28. "B" Coy reported 1 sec in occupation of Pt 1440 JSP
MAY 0630 | 29. Quiet night reported by coys. JSP
4 1050 | 30. C Coy relieved by coy RWF and were ordered to DILPARA JSP
1130 | 31. On orders from Bde, "C" Coy are now ordered to proceed to
KANTHE area to contact 55 Bde and harry any enemy met en
route. Move to be in two columns and return to DILPARA by MT
via BUTHIDAUNG JSP
1235 | 32. "C" Coy left JSP
1420 | 33. RWF Coy ordered to rejoin their own bn at DILPARA JSP
1430 | 34. D Coy closed in their pl positions and ordered to have a
Standing Patrol connected by line on 1440 ridge. JSP
1520 | 35. B Coy sec on 1440 fired on by LMGs and attacked by infantry
from the EAST while they were digging in and the sec withdrew
leaving Sjt McGurk and Pte McCauly [Macaulay]. Japs held 1440. | JSP
1535 | 36. "B" Coy ordered to restore situation on Pt 1440 JSP
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37.

38.

Lt Mellor®"s Pl moved forward to attack 1440 and at 1810 hrs
put in their attack when "B Coy gave covering fire by LMG.
RWF Coy returned, coming under command, and were placed in

reserve
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LO arrived from Bde with information of Jap movements and
proposed British operations on the EAST side of the MAYU
Ridge.

Coys reported quiet night but situation on Pt 1440 not known
Major Douglas ordered to command tps at KANBYIN and AA Pl to
provide escort for all mule convoys

Sjt Home (Lt Mellor"s Pl) and 1 sec reported back to B Coy and
reported that 1440 was strongly held by the enemy and Pl was
unable to capture the position. Sjt McGurk and Pte McCauly
[Macaulay] were heard calling during the attack.

RWF Coy ordered to relieve "B" Coy on ridge.

Lt Mellor arrived at Comd Post having returned via KANBYIN. He
reported that he approached 1440 from the track which went
round the WEST side of 1440 and joined into a track on the
SOUTH of 1440 which ran NORTH/SOUTH. He had sent scouts SOUTH
along this track towards SOUTH PIMPLE and they reported
nothing to be seen or heard. He left two scouts at the track
junc and proceeded NORTH with 1 sec, sending the other sec
under Sjt Home round by the S_E. He soon came under LMG fire
from 1440 and Sjt Howe was fired on by LMG from a position NE
of SOUTH PIMPLE. Lt Mellor moved off the track to the WEST and
tried to attack from there. He then heard firing to his SOUTH,
saw that his two scouts were casualties and a Jap LMG was on
the track junction and about 20 Japs were advancing towards
him. He then moved around 1440 on the WEST side to attack from
the NORTH but soon came under LMG fire from the NORTH. The
other pty of enemy were trying to cut him off, so he broke off
the attack and slipped away down the hillside to the WEST and
returned to the bn via KANBYIN. Sjt Home and his sec came
round the EAST of 1440 and eventually made their way back to
"B" Coy direct. Lt Mellor considered that Pt 1440 area was
held by two Pls. Casualties including original sec on 1440
were 2 Kkilled, 1 wounded and 2 POW.

RWF Coy completed taking over from B Coy

1440 shelled by us.

"B" Coy in position on chaung area 440352 - B & D Coys
employed in maintenance of RWF Coy and protecting the L of C.
"C" Coy is placed under comd 55 Bde.
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1500 | 47. Rifle shots heard on the EAST of 1440 JSP
1600 | 48. Lts Towers, Carr and Wilson joined the bn JSP
1630 | 49. Capt McCance arrived at 6 Inf Bde HQ from his patrol to 55 Bde | JSP
1700 | 50. Asked Bde to have Pt 1440 bombed/strafed by RAF. JSP
MAY 0630 | 51. All coys reported quiet night JSP
6 0740 | 52. 5 enemy seen approaching OP on 1440 were shelled. Two Japs
carried away one and the remainder were not seen again JSP
0911 | )53. Mohawks MG and cannon from SOUTH side of 1440 to SOUTH PIMPLE
0917 | ) and Western slopes. All planes on target JSP
0920 | 54. Guns shelled MATHON CHAUNG at 1440 JSP
FIELD 1100 | 55. LO arrived to give latest information and reported having met
"C" Coy very exhausted near MYAUK KINGYAUNG and they were
proceeding to KANBYIN JSP
1200 | 56. "C" Coy arrived KANBYIN where they were ordered to remain and
rest JSP
1615 | 57. Left hand Pl RWF attacked from NORTH and EAST. Telephone line
from Cmd Post to Bde cut. JSP
1635 | 58. Gunfire called for on 44003485 JSP
1638 | 59. Enemy aircraft overhead, air support called for JSP
1645 | 60. Wounded reported that 20 Japs had attacked and captured OP
hill 440346 JSP
1658 | 61. Enemy reported to be working round WEST side of hill to cut
off RWF who were then ordered to withdraw. Enemy estimated
strength 3 Pls. JSP
1700 | 62. Aircraft MG the enemy on Pt 1440.
Bde informed that it was improbable that we can hold present
positions after dark if attack is put in and propose moving to
Pt 904 (4237) which is agreed to. JSP
1730 | 63. RWF Coy passed through Cmd Post JSP
1741 | 64. "B" Coy passed JSP
1744 | 65. Bde ordered Bn to move to ridge 4136 JSP
1900 | 66. RWF Coy occupied SOUTH and feature 413358
B Coy and Cmd Post at the NORTH end and D Coy on feature
412362 JSP
1915 | 67. Major Douglas arrived with fresh orders for the bn to have one
coy at each of the following: KANBYIN, Pt 176 and Pt 904.
CO informed Bde that bn was not in a fit state to occupy Pt
FIELD 904 and that it could not be done that night as tracks would
have to be cut but he was now occupying KANBYIN with C Coy
which badly required rest and the remainder on hills 413358
and 412362 JSP
1930 | 68. Standing Patrol sent to Pt 904 JSP




MAY 0630 | 69. S.P returned from 904 and reported no movement seen JSP
7 0700 | 70. RWF Coy sent SP of 1 officer and 6 ORs to 413368 JSP
0730 | 71. Col Chapman arrived with orders JSP
0800 | 72. Capt McCance and 6 ORs (B Coy) sent on patrol to 422358 to
return at 1400 hrs JSP
1300 | 73. Bde ordered SP of 1 Pl on Pt 904 and SP of 1 Officer and 6 ORs
at 422358. "C" Coy ordered to provide SP at Pt 904 JSP
1415 | 74. Capt McCance returned, nothing to report. JSP
1415 | 75. Lt Noble and 6 ORs (D Coy) left on SP at 422358 JSP
1625 | 76. Major Mackenzie-Kennedy arrived and took over command JSP
1630 | 77. CO left for Bde JSP
2315 | 78. LMG and SAA fire heard in direction of Mob Col JSP
MAY 0630 | 79. Coys reported quiet night JSP
8 0900 | 80. D Coy Pl left to take over Standing Patrol at Pt 904. RWF Coy
sent out relief to SP at 422358. JSP
1319 | 81. Movement seen 413350 which was immediately shelled JSP
1615 | 82. RWF reported that they could not locate Lt Noble and his
patrol though whole area had been searched. 2 ORs of previous
patrol sent out to check up and they confirmed RWF report. JSP
FIELD 1730 | 83. RAF strafe Pt 1440 and ridge to NORTH JSP
1915 | 84. Fires seen on 1440 which burnt for several hours JSP
85. Lt Col Jackson evacuated to MDS. JSP
MAY 0630 | 86. Quiet night JSP
9 0730 | 87. Informed by Bde that Pt 1433 would not be held by our troops
after 0900 hrs JSP
0750 | 88. Orders received for bn to move back to DILPARA and to be back
before 1900 hrs JSP
0830 | 89. "0" Gp Conference when orders were issued for withdrawal.
"B" Coy to be rearguard from present position, then "C" Coy
from KANBYIN. Zero 1500 hrs. Order of march D Coy, RWF Coy,
Cmd Post, B Coy, C Coy. Coys to start thinning out at 1330
hrs.
"C" Coy ordered to withdraw D Coy Pl on Pt 904, and RWF Coy to
withdraw their SP at 422358 by 1200 hrs JSP
1500 | 90. Withdrawal of bn commenced and continued without incident JSP
1645 | 91. Cmd Post established DILPARA and Coys moved into their old
positions. RWF Coy returned to their own bn. JSP
1715 | 92. All Coys in position JSP
1830 | 93. C.0. held Coy Cmds conference JSP
2000 | 94. CO to Bde for conference. Heavy stores removed by MT during
night JSP




MAY 0630 | 95. Quiet night JSP
10 0700 | 96. "0" Gp Conference when preliminary orders for withdrawal NORTH
were issued. JSP
0830 | 97. Mob Col returned into cmd, A Coy took up position area 380355 JSP
0900 | 98. A Coy Cmd, OsC Carrier Pl and Mortar Pl given preliminary
orders for move. JSP
FIELD 1100 | 99. CO to Bde Conference JSP
1400 | 100. "0" Gp Conference when final details for move were issued.
Bde SP Salvage Dump. Bn SP Umbrella Tree at Z-15
Order of march. "C" Coy, Cmd Post, HQ Coy, A Coy less 1 PI,
mule convoy, Pl A Coy, ambulances.
Coys to pass Cmd Post at Z-30.
Carrier patrol SOUTH to 4 Ind Bde to continue until move
starts.
Listening watch only from Z-60 unless iIn emergency. JSP
1625 | 101. Lt Noble and 6 ORs (D Coy) returned from Standing Patrol at
422358 having been out since 1415 hrs 7 May, and he was
relieved by RWF patrol. This was the fifth patrol sent to
this area since Lt Noble should have been relieved. JSP
2000 | 102. CO to Bde for conference JSP
MAY 1100 | 103. QM left with "B" Ech which still remained JSP
11 1200 | 104. CO to Bde Conference JSP
1300 | 105. All carriers in bde moved under command of Capt Menzies JSP
1400 | 106. "0" Gp Conference when final orders for withdrawal were
issued. ZERO 2300 hrs past Bde SP at Salvage Dump
Check pts. Bde SP; RA Corner; POUNAZEIK.
No halt until 0050 hrs May 12.
No movement from present positions before 2200 hrs.
Full water bottles and 48 hr rations to be carried by all
ranks
Embussing Point: ZEGANBYIN at 0400 hrs. JSP
2230 | 107. Bn left DILPARA by march route JSP
FIELD MAY 0230 | 108. Bn arrived at ZEGANBYIN where they halted for the day. Coys
12 taking up defensive positions round feature 362468 JSP
109. Orders given for move to TUMBRU (138825) which would be by
march route to CHOTA MAUNGNYAMA 3453 thence by MT. JSP
MAY 0030 | 110. Bn left ZEGANBYIN by march route and arrived at CHOTA
13 MAUNGNYAMA at 0300 hrs when they embussed JSP
0500 | 111. Bn left CHOTA MAUNGNYAMA in MT. JSP
1100 | 112. Bn arrived at TUMBRU JSP
TUMBRU 1400 | 113. Lieut Payne assumed duties as 1.0. vice Capt Purves PICP




(Steamer

Station)
138825
14.5 - | 114. Situation unchanged. Coys resting. Alarm & ARP posts PICP

completed, AF 3008 AF 3009 for 14 May 43 Appendix V & VI PICP
15.5 - | 115. Situation unchanged. PICP
16.5 - | 116. Situation unchanged. PI1CP
17.5 - | 117. Situation unchanged. 55 Bde relieves 23 Bde. PICP
18.5 - | 118. Situation unchanged. PICP
19.5 0745 | 119. River standing patrol - Lieut Hamling & 30 ORs - left jetty. Maps

Intention (i) by night to make a cordon of sampans, each 84C&C PICP

containing two men across the NAF RIVER from the following 4 8

points MTANCHANG mouth (194780) - CHAUNG mouth (186723)

special task of stopping sampan traffic up or down stream.

(ii) By day to lie up in the area of NOAPARA (1772) with

sampans hidden in creek.

20.5 120. Lieut Hamling reported two sampans sunk during journey down PICP
the previous day. The cordon could not be formed during the

night.

TUMBRU 21st 0855 | 121. Jap bombers with "zero® fighters escort, course N-S; and high | PICP
(138825) altitude, passed overhead. 2 auxiliary petrol tanks were

jettisoned hitting the side of the road near the jetty (These

planes were returning from a raid on Cox"s Bazar & Ramu

Airfield which was ineffective)

Quartermaster and Coy representatives left for CHITTAGONG via

DOHAZARI .
22nd 122. River patrol returned nothing to report. PICP

A_F. 3009 Received for 2400 hrs 21st May. See Appendix VIl & VIII

" 3008 PICP

23rd 0800 | 123. Bn moved embussed for DOHAZARI PICP
1530 | 124. Bn arrived DOHAZARI without incident. Night spent in lager. PICP

24th 0700 | 125. Bn entrained & moved to CHITTAGONG PICP
1015 | 126. Bn arrived CHITTAGONG. Moved into hutted rest camp (47th) PICP

Lt Col R.W. Jackson resumes command vice Major Mackenzie-

Kennedy PICP
25th 127. Situation unchanged. PICP
26th 128. 2i/c & advance party left for Ahmednagar. PICP
27th AM | 129. Bn entrained for return journey to Ahmednagar coming under PICP

PM command (4 1.B. 2 Div)
28th 130.
29th 131.




30th
31st

o/ &/

132. Journey to Ahmednagar via SANTAHAR, CALCUTTA, NANHAD
133.

P.1.C. Payne Lieut
1.0.

PICP




