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SCHINVELD 1 Jan 1200 Bn leaves SCHINVELD in MT. Moves to GEILENKIRCHEN in MT, marches to 
area RISCHDEN and takes over posns in line from 1 Glas H. 

 

RISCHDEN 2 Jan  Day devoted to selection of new coy areas and improvement of def 
works. 
Amn dumping programme started. 

 

RISCHDEN 4 Jan 1545 Bn HQ area RISCHDEN mortared - no cas.  
RISCHDEN 6 Jan 0530 50% of all coys stand to as a result of warning received from Div 

HQ that attack on Div Sector was imminent. No attack developed. 
 

RISCHDEN 8 Jan 0200 
 

1815 

Patrol "D" coy (Lt Fergusson patrol comd and 19 men) raid TORPEDO 
wood. No enemy found. 2 snipers placed in posn in wood 0700 hrs. 
Patrol "D" coy (Cp1 Anderson and 5 men) proceed to TORPEDO wood to 
relieve snipers. Patrol meets enemy, strength 6, who are taken 
prisoner after one burst of Sten fire. Snipers have been in this 
wood all day with 6 enemy. 

 

RISCHDEN 9 Jan 1600 Bn relieved by 7 Cams. Moves on foot to NEIDERBUSCH into 157 Bde 
res. 

 

NEIDERBUSCH 12 Jan 1100 Bn relieved by 4 Dorsets of 43 Div and moves to area HULZEN. "B" 
and "S" coys in same billets as one month previously. 

 

 13 Jan 1700 CO attends Bde briefing conf for Ex "Blackcock".  
HULZEN 14 Jan 1500 CO's preliminary briefing conf for Ex "Blackcock".  
HULZEN 15 Jan - Planning for Op "Blackcock".  
HULZEN 16 Jan 1500 CO's final conf for Op "BLACKCOCK".  
HULZEN 17 Jan 1300 Bn receives orders to come under comd 7 Armd Div 131 Lorried Inf 

Bde. CO proceeds to BORN with 'O' Gp and is ordered to proceed with 
Bn on foot and tracked vehs to DEITEREN 6777. One coy to attack OUD 
ROOSTEREN. After great difficulty owing to mud and traffic 
congestion, Bn, less "D" coy and tracks arrive DEITEREN and relieve 
5 D.L.I. "D" coy capture OUD ROOSTEREN and contact 11 H. on left 
flank. Difficulty experienced in completely clearing village owing 
to darkness. Some shelling during night. 

 

DEITEREN 18 Jan 0630 "D" coy relieved by 11 H. and come into DIETEREN.  

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Vol.I. and 
the Staff Manual respectively. Monthly War Diaries 
will be enclosed in A.F. C.219. If this is not 
available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the 
cover will be prepared in manuscript. 



1000 "B" coy placed under comd 1/5 Queens and proceed to SUSTEREN to 
attack HEIDE 6976. Attack carried out successfully. "B" coy 
consolidate HEIDE. Bn remain DIETEREN. 

DIETEREN 
 

DIETEREN 
SLEK 

19 Jan 0800 
 

1100 
1300 

 
1600 
2000 

CO and Adjt meet GOC 7 Armd Div at SUSTEREN. Ordered to move to 
SLEK 7177. 
Bn (less "B" coy) moves by march route to SLEK. 
Bn takes up positions in SLEK to cover passage of 7/9 RS and SRY. 
This col held up by fire from KLOOSTER LIBOSCH area. 
"A" coy relieve one coy 7/9 RS in KLOOSTER LIBOSCH. 
Relief of Bn by 1/5 Queens starts. Great difficulty in moving as a 
result of decision to withdraw col of 7/9 RS and SRY. Single rd 
through SLEK blocked by traffic. 

 

SLEK 
 
 

SITTARD 

20 Jan 0130 
 
 

1300 

Relief of 5 KOSB by 1/5 Queens complete. Bn (joined by "B" coy at 
1800 hrs) moves by Kangaroo to SITTARD arrives 0500 — men sleep 
till 0800. 
Bn receives orders to move off to attack WALDFEUCHT 7776. Bn moves 
in KANGAROOS via KONINGBOSCH to AAN DE POPELAAR to conc. CO issued 
orders for attack on WALDFEUCHT. Two coys up astride track from 
AANDESCHOOL to WALDFEUCHT. "A" and "C" coys up, "D" and "B" coys 
following. 'H' Hour midnight. 

 

WALDFEUCHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WALDFEUCHT 

21 Jan Mid-
night 
0100 
0300 
0430 

 
 

0530 
 
 

0630 
 

0700-
1100 

 
 

1600 
 

1630 
 

1700 
 

"A" and "C" coys cross start line, leading pls enter WALDFEUCHT 
with little opposition. All coys with Bn HQ now in WALDFEUCHT. NE 
quarter of town NOT yet cleared. "B" and "D" coys awaiting first 
light to do this. 
BN 'F' Ech and 1 Sqn 13/18 H. consolidating WALDFEUCHT fired on by 
SP guns when approaching from AANDESCHOOL. Several tanks knocked 
out. 
Enemy counter-attack develops. One Bn of Inf sp by 15 SP guns and 5 
Tiger tanks. Two Tiger tanks knocked out by two Bn six pr guns 200 
yds from Bn HQ. Range 80 yards and 110 yards respectively. 
Communications with "D" coy cease. "B" coy sections isolated by 
infiltrating enemy and tanks. Confused fighting. 
Tiger tank shells Bn HQ and RAP at intervals. "B" and "A" coy 
withdrawn to area round Bn HQ (77475) to shorten perimeter. "C" coy 
4 KOSB sent from KONINGSBOSCH to assist. No cas evacuated during 
battle so far owing to enemy interference. 
All cas evacuated in Kangaroos which brought "C" coy 4 KOSB to 
WALDFEUCHT. 
One P1 "D" coy (Lt J. Fergusson) reports Bn HQ - still no word of 
remnants of "D" coy. 
4 KOSB (less "C" coy) counter-attack WALDFEUCHT. Enemy by this time 
had retired. No opposition to 4 KOSB attack. 

 



1830 4 KOSB and 5 KOSB consolidate WALDFEUCHT. 
WALDFEUCHT 22 Jan 0900 

-1200 
Search carried out for missing personnel of "B" and "D" coys. Only 
one body found - Pte Horner of "B" coy. 

 

WALDFEUCHT 23 Jan 1300 Bn relieved by 4/5 RSF - moves by march route to BRAUNSRATH and 
relieves 6 Cams in reserve of 155 Bde. 

See Appx E Folio 5 
(Original War Diary only) 

BRAUNSRATH 25 Jan 1300 Bn moves to APHOVEN and relieves 6 HLI who move to BRAUNSRATH. Bn 
still in res 155 Bde. 

 

APHOVEN 26 Jan  Bn re-organises.  
APHOVEN 28 Jan 1100 Bn moves to BRAUNSRATH and KIRCHOVEN. 155 Bde now 3 Bns up. 

Garrison at KIRCHOVEN is 2IC, 1 Sec Carriers, 2 x 3" Mor, 4 x 6 prs
guns, "C" coy, "D" coy. Remainder of Bn in BRAUNSRATH. 

 

BRAUNSRATH 29-31 
Jan 

- Front very quiet. Bn continues to re-organise. Two drafts of 86 and
31 received by 'B' Ech now at HILLENSBURG. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
 
                                Andrew Hannay Capt for Lt. Col. 
                                Comd 5 K.O.S.B. 
 

 

 


