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Hour, Date, Place 
 

Summary of Events and Information 
 

Remarks and References 
to Appendices 

1 Oct. 43.   Wabyin. 
 
2 Oct. 43.   Wabyin. 
 
 
1100 hrs. 3 Oct. 43 Wabyin. 
 
0330 hrs. 4 Oct. 43 Wabyin. 
 
0800 hrs. "   "   "   " 
 
0800 hrs. 5 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
 
1730 hrs. 5 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
 
1830 hrs. 5 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
1200 hrs. 6 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
 
1500 hrs. 6 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
 
1400 hrs. 6 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
1600 hrs. 7 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
 
1200 hrs. 7 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
 
1630 hrs. 7 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
1800 hrs. 7 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
 
0930 hrs. 8 Oct 43  Wabyin. 
 
0200 hrs. (approx)    " 
 
 

Bn in new area. Collecting kit from AMINPARA Jetty 367634. "D" 
Coy sited O.P's and found recce patrol    NIL Report. 
Allocation of Coy Areas. Local patrols No. 1 patrol to ULUBANNA 
344503                                                NIL Report. 
                         No. 2 patrol to 361448       NIL Report. 
12 Japs reported moving from NAYA MAGHPARA 3644 to foothills 
3745. One Platoon sent to Recce.                      NIL Report. 
No. 1 patrol (1 Officer, 5 Full Ranks, 12 B.O.Rs) to 385505 
returned 1805 hrs.                                    NIL Report. 
No. 2 patrol (1 Officer, 2 Full Ranks, 4 B.O.Rs) left area to 
form O.P. on pt 1749. 
No. 1 patrol left area to relieve O.P. on pt 1749 (1 Officer 1 
F.R. 6 B.O.Rs. 
No. 2 patrol (Capt Knox) left area for NAWRONDAUNG 3444 
BAKKAGONNA 3542 and HABIBPARA (3242) 1 Officer 6 B.O.Rs. 
No. 2 patrol (4 Oct 43) returned.                     NIL Report. 
No. 1 patrol left to relieve O.P. on pt 1749 and push forward to 
pt 1619 (1 Officer, 1 F.R. 5 B.O.Rs. 
No. 2 patrol (5 Oct Capt Knox) reached ANUAK SHWEZA 315400. 
Nothing seen in MAUNGDAW. 
No. 1 patrol (5 Oct) returned.                        NIL Report. 
1 C.S.M. 2 B.O.Rs returned from HABIBPARA asking for 
reinforcements in order to lay ambush in LETTHA 3240. 
No. 1 patrol (Capt Newcome) left to relieve O.P. at Pt 1619 (1 
Officer & 20 B.O.Rs. 
No. 1 patrol (6 Oct) returned.                        NIL Report. 
No. 2 patrol (Lt. Erskine) left for HABIBPARA to support Capt 
Knox (1 Officer 21 B.O.Rs) 
No. 1 patrol left area to recce 3644. Returned 1630 hrs, NIL 
Report. 
Ambush Party in LETTHA attacked - patrol withdrew. 
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As per Appendix "A" 
 
 



1315 hrs. 8 Oct       " 
 
 
1400 hrs. 8 Oct       " 
 
 
1000 hrs 8 Oct 43  Wabyin 
 
 
1000 hrs 9 Oct 43  Wabyin 
 
1730 hrs 9 Oct 43  Wabyin 
 
0640 hrs 10 Oct 43 Wabyin 
1800 hrs 10 Oct 43 Wabyin 
1000 hrs 11 Oct 43 Wabyin 
 
1400 hrs 11 Oct 43 Wabyin 
1415 hrs 11 Oct 43 Wabyin 
1615 hrs 11 Oct 43 Wabyin 
2100 hrs 12 Oct 43 Wabyin 
 
 
0920 hrs 13 Oct 43 Wabyin 
0230 hrs 13 Oct 43 Wabyin 
 
1700 hrs 13 Oct 43 Wabyin 
0200 hrs 14 Oct 43 Wabyin 
 
0400 hrs 15 Oct 43 Wabyin 
 
0600 hrs 15 Oct 43 Wabyin 
 
2350 hrs 15 Oct 43 Wabyin 
 
1430 hrs 16 Oct 43 Wabyin 
1850 hrs 16 Oct 43 Wabyin 
2115 hrs 16 Oct 43   " 
 
0805 hrs 17 Oct43 Zeganbyin 
                    (3647) 
1440 hrs    "        " 

Part of No. 2 patrol (5 Oct Capt Knox) and reinforcements 
returned and reported ambush successful - Casualties inflicted - 
24 killed many wounded. 
Remainder of Capt Knox's patrol returned. Casualties sustained 
Lt. Erskine wounded, 1 B.O.R. killed, 1 B.O.R. drowned, 1 wounded 
missing, 2 believed captured. 
No. 1 patrol (7 Oct - Capt Newcome) reported being fired on from 
Pt 1301 which was found to be wired and occupied by JAPS. Patrol 
withdrew to Pt 1749. 
No. 1 patrol ("B" Coy) left to relieve O.P. on Pt 1749 (1 
Officer, 4 F.R. & 18 B.O.Rs). 
No. 1 patrol (7 Oct - Capt Newcome) returned to area less 3 men 
lost. 
Bn provided escort for I. ARTY who shelled Pts 124 & 141. 
3 missing men from Capt Newcome's patrol returned to camp. 
No.1 patrol left area to relieve O.P. on Pt 1619 (2 Officers, 4 
F.R. 30 B.O.Rs). 
No.2 patrol left area for 372438. Returned 1730 hrs.  NIL Report. 
No.3 patrol left area for Pt 1749. Returned 1915 his. NIL Report. 
No. 1 patrol (9 Oct) returned to area.                NIL Report. 
No. 1 patrol left area for NAWRONDAUNG (3444). Enemy encountered 
at ISLAND (352441). Enemy casualties - 8 kil1ed, 2 wounded. Own 
casualties - 1 killed, 2 wounded. (Lt Shaw 39 BORs). 
No. 1 patrol (11 Oct) returned.                       NIL Report. 
No. 1 patrol left area on recce (1 Officer, 20 B.0.Rs) returned 
1800 hrs.                                             NIL Report. 
No. 1 patrol (12 Oct) returned to area. 
No. 1 patrol left on recce (1 Officer 20 BORs) Returned 1700 hrs. 
                                                      NIL Report. 
No. 1 patrol left for area 3645 (1 Officer 21 BORs) returned 1850 
hrs                                                   NIL Report. 
No. 2 patrol left for spur 352445 (1 Officer, 20 BORs) returned 
1640 hrs.                                             NIL Report. 
No. 3 patrol left area for NORTH ISLAND (315401) (1 Officer 1 
F.R. 21 BORs) Deception move 
No. 3 patrol (15 Oct) returned.                       NIL Report. 
Bn moved forward to ZEGANBYIN (3647) No incidents occurred. 
Bn arrived ZEGANBYIN. Digging in of new positions during night 
16/17 Oct. 
R.A.F. bombed HORSESHOE (3543) 1 VENGEANCE crashed area KWELA-
BINGA. 1 Pilot's body recovered by villagers. 
R.A.F. strafed RAZABIL (365395) 
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1930 hrs 18 Oct 43   " 
0300 hrs "   "       " 
 
0330 hrs "   "       " 
 
2130 hrs "   "       " 
0500 hrs 20 Oct 43   " 
0850 hrs "   "       " 
 
2300 hrs "   "       " 
 
1900 hrs 21 Oct 43   " 
2100 hrs "   "       " 
0300 hrs 22 Oct 43   " 
 
2000 hrs "   "       " 
0330 hrs 23 Oct 43   " 
1820 hrs 24 Oct 43   " 
1830 hrs 25 Oct 43   " 
0430 hrs 26 Oct 43   " 
 
0345 hrs 27 Oct 43   " 
 
 
1845 hrs 28 Oct 43   " 
 "    "   "  "  "    " 
 
 
 
0800 hrs 29 Oct 43   " 
0130 hrs 30 Oct 43   " 
 
0015 hrs 31 Oct43 Zeganbyin 
 
0710 hrs "    "      " 
0530 hrs 1 Nov 43    " 
 

No.1 patrol left area for ISLAND (352442) (1 Officer 1 B.O.R.) 
No.1 patrol left for Pt 124 (3543) (1 Officer 1 F.R. 3 BORs) 
returned 1930 hrs.                                    NIL Report. 
No.2 patrol left for 372437 (1 Officer 4 BORs) returned 1925 hrs. 
                                                      NIL Report. 
No.1 patrol (18 Oct) returned                         NIL Report. 
No.1 patrol left for KWELA-BINGA (355433) (1 Officer 6 BORs) 
No.2 patrol left for 372438. Returned 1900 hrs. (1 Officer 3 
BORs).                                                NIL Report. 
No.3 patrol left for BAKKAGONA (352433) (1 Officer, 10 BORs.) 
                                                      NIL Report. 
No.1 patrol (20 Oct) returned                         NIL Report. 
No.3 patrol (20 Oct) returned                         NIL Report. 
No.1 patrol left area for 372438 (1 Officer 4 BORs) returned 1930 
hrs                                                   NIL Report. 
No.2 patrol left area for 372438 (1 Officer 18 BORs)  
No.2 patrol (22 Oct) returned                         NIL Report. 
JAPS mortared "B" Coy area. NO casualties NOR damage. 
No.1 patrol left area for 363434 (1 Officer 4 F.R. 9 BORs). 
No.1 patrol (25 Oct) returned. Reported sounds of enemy digging 
in area 3643. 
No.1 patrol left area for 352434. Returned 1615 hrs. Claim 5 
casualties inflicted on JAPS in area 352438. (1 Officer 3 F.R. 10 
BORs). 
No.2 patrol left area for 362431. (1 Officer 15 BORs) 
No.1 patrol (Capt Bell) left area for Pt 124 (3543) (1 Officer, 6 
F.R. 29 BORs). Contacted enemy wired position. Own casualties - 2 
killed, 4 wounded, 1 Officer (Capt Bell) missing believed 
captured, 1 captured/escaped, 10 missing believed wounded. 
No.1 patrol (28 Oct - Capt Bell) returned. 
No.1 patrol left area to try and locate missing men (1 Officer 11 
BORs) returned 0730 hrs.                              NIL Report. 
No. 1 patrol left area to try and locate missing men. (1 Officer, 
3 F.R. 10 BORs) returned 0700 hrs.                    NIL Report. 
No. 2 patrol left area for 353434 (1 Officer 3 BORs). 
No. 2 patrol (31 Oct) returned.                       NIL Report. 
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PATROL NO. JAM 1. 
 
1) Patrol Comdr.  Lieut. L.W. Shaw. 
2) Composition.   1 Offr. 4 Full Ranks, 34 B.O.Rs., 1 B.I.C., 1 Native Guide. 
3) Orders.        To occupy ISLAND 351442 with covering section on spur 352445, 
                  to observe movement on Pt.124 and harass them. 
4) Time out.      2100 hrs. 12 Oct. 
5) Time in.       1700 hrs. 13 Oct. 
6) Route.  ZEGANBYIN - 2230 hrs left in sampans - 2310 hrs arrived 
                  YEMYETTAUNG - track S.W. to NAWRONDAUNG. 
7) Enemy encountered or located. At Pt.124 strength 12 0915 hrs. 
                                 Spur 352445 strength 8 0945 hrs. 
                                 Area - L.M.Gs as shown. 
8) Casualties inflicted on enemy. 8 killed - 2 wounded. 
9) Own casualties. 1 killed - 3 wounded (2 very slightly). 
10) Inf. from locals. 1 "V" Force killed in action. One native brought in Pte. 
                      McLeod's body. 
11) Amn. expended. As per appendix "A". 
12) Losses of equipt.  "      "     " 
13) Brief Topographical report. Landing stage at YEMYETTAUNG usable at low 
                                water, good mule-able track leading to 
                                NAWRONDAUNG. Jungle on island - spur very thick 
                                scrub interlaced with creepers - bamboos - trees 
                                - several large mango trees on N. end island - 
                                banana grove. Island surrounded by paddy (not 
                                low lying). 
 

 
 
  



14) General remarks. 
                    Reached NAWRONDAUNG 2359 hrs took up defensive positions on 
X roads, sent 9 section up on to spur 352445. 7,8 and Pl H.Q. covered themselves 
across paddy to ISLAND at 0545 hrs and occupied it as shown on sketch map - No 
opposition - only old slit trenches 0835. Pl Comdr and 5 went back to village to 
contact "V" force for information. 0915 hrs - 7 section saw 1 Officer and 1 man, 
later followed by 10 men, come out of position on hill NORTH of Pt. 124 and came 
down track to bathe - gave them burst of 7 L.M.G. - Gun jammed - estimate 2 
Killed 2 wounded - riflemen accounted for 2 more, then Jap L.M.G. opened up on 
them. 
Pln Comd returned across paddy with "V" Force man who whilst showing position of 
Jap L.M.G. was shot through stomach, 8 Sec then ordered to withdraw to Spur and 
reinforce 9 Sec - heavy L.M.G. fire crossing paddy and some men had to remain 
with Pln H.Q. Cpl. Deacon (9) was lying amongst Sec and was hit in the arm and 
Pte. McLeod was killed. 9 and 8 Secs covered themselves back to village. Sgt. 
Duffy with one man was covering last man over paddy when eight Japs appeared 
round back of Spur. He killed four with hand grenade, other four withdrew but 
covered paddy with fire, so L.M.G. had to be left. 7 Sec then covered Pln H.Q. 
off Island to village then withdrew as shown taking up covering positions back 
to jetty. Pln H.Q. remained in NAWRONDAUNG for 15 mins - Japs did not follow up 
- 3 mortar shells were fired as patrol withdrew. Amn dump on inner (W) face of 
Pt. 124. 
JAP INFORMATION. 
     Small men - greenish jackets, long slacks, peaked hats and helmets. One gun 
looked like "STEN". 
  

Signed. 
 

Remarks by C.O. 
  



APPENDIX "A"        S E C R E T . 
 
PATROL REPORT - CAPTAIN K. KNOX M.C. - K.O.S.B. 
*********************************************** 
 
5 October. 
 
1730 hrs Left Camp 1 B.O. 9 B.O.Rs, one B.O.R. sent back with fever from 
ZEGANBYIN. 
Route KWINSARABIL-KWELA BINGA. 
2115 hrs heard of 5 Japs in LETTHA, moved to HABIBPARA and stayed night in V 
force H.Q. in school. 
 
6 October. 
 
Conference with headman of LETTHA, and "V" force agent "BUDWOODIN" reported 
patrols 5-10 Japs come often to LETTHA. Crossed chaung to GINNAPARA 3143 
KAPPAGAUNG 3042 and moved down to ANAUK SHWEZA 3140. Studied MAUNGDAW at 1500 
hrs but saw NO signs of digging reported on jetty nor any movement. Returned 
same route to HABIBPARA and stayed night. 
 
7 October. 
 
Report by headman LETTHA, 16 Japs and small guard outside, had come to village 
at 0800 hrs and ordered him to produce 50 coolies to carry away scrap iron dump 
in LETTHA to MAUNGDAW, 2 trips were made. Capt. Knox wanted to ambush them, but 
natives would not provide sampans as they considered force inadequate. Asked for 
30 men. Capt. Knox and 3 B.O.Rs stayed in HABIBPARA, C.S.M. Miles, Cpl. McClure 
and Pte. Bell(60) came back to ZEGANBYIN by sampan in 1½ hrs and reached camp at 
1600 hrs approx. 
Lieutenant J.D. Erskine with 23 B.O.Rs left at 1915 hrs and moved from ZEGANBYIN 
to HABIBPARA by sampan, arriving 2300 hrs. Headman arranged to clear some houses 
for an ambush and "V" force laid on sampans. Whole party under Capt. Knox moved 
down to LETTHA at 0400 hrs, arriving 0500 hrs. 
 
SKETCH OF LETTHA. 
 

 
 



ORDERS. 
Capt. Knox had stationed Sgt. McKerron and 8 men with 2 L.M.Gs in a compound 400 
yards SOUTH of village with orders to allow all through, to be dealt with by 
main body and to prevent any reinforcement. 
Lieutenant Erskine was posted in a hut with 10 men near market place with orders 
to rush out and assist main Body when firing started. 
Capt. Knox with 12 was in a house 30 yards NORTH. 
Orders for withdrawal were if successful, back by sampan. If attacked in force, 
by sampan or alternatively across country, keeping to low ground on EAST. 
Party under Sgt. McKerron saw 10 Japs come from S.E. through the paddy and up 
through village, but did not open fire as per orders. Moved out to covering 
positions, astride road. 
The firing continued for 35 mins, so they went round the flank to assist main 
body. They then saw 50 Japs in extended order, coming from small village 330405. 
They met Capt. Knox retiring and returned with him. 
No Casualties - 1 T.S.M.C. and 1 L.M.G. lost in chaung when boat sank, but 
native later brought in L.M.G. 
Main Body first saw 40 Japs coming from N.E., slipping forward in threes and 
fours, obviously knowing of presence of patrol. 
1 section with L.M.G. went straight to jetty, but sampans had left, 1 section 
with L.M.G. came down road and 1 section worked through village on WEST. 1 
section came up road from SOUTH in front of Jap Company Comdr.(?) and L.M.G. 
When this section came opposite the hut the main body opened up with T.S.M.C., 
rifles, grenades and revolvers and the officer, runner, 2 L.M.G. gunners and 
medical orderly were killed. Many more were killed in paddy and village. The 
villagers by this time had all vanished, except some little boys. With the 
intention of concentrating his forces, Capt. Knox moved down to Lieut. Erskine’s 
section. Lieut. Erskine's section, after killing the remainder of the section on 
the road had made for the jetty. Lieut. Erskine made for the jetty and after 
swimming chaung, crossed the NAAF and reached TEKNAAF with 4 B.O.Rs - further 
information to follow. Cpl. McClure cut away from this party with 6 men and 
crossed the paddy and tried to swim the chaung. They had to return and left 
their arms behind with L/C Clements wounded in the arm and Pte. Dalrymple who 
could not swim - L/C Lough was lost in Midstream (believed drowned). Cpl. 
McClure and 3 B.O.Rs returned via DALIADARA 3141 - ASHE SHWEZA 3042 - and across 
country to ZEGANBYIN. 
Capt. Knox shouted to Lieut. Erskine's section, to come back but was not heard, 
so he moved back through village to join up with L.M.G. section. Just then 50 
Japs were seen advancing in extended order, so after being joined by Sgt. 
McKerron's party they made way across marsh to chaung near HABIBPARA, crossed in 
sampans then back via ZINBAINGNYA 3247. 
 
Casualties - Enemy. 
MINIMUM estimate seen dead 24 - Many more killed and wounded in paddy and 
village. 
 
Casualties - Own. 
Vide our 10/3 dated 8 October. 
Lieut. Erskine wounded in leg - 1 B.O.R. Killed - 1 Believed drowned - 1 Wounded 
Missing and 2 Believed Captured. 
 
Information from Locals. 
As per above, Headman of LETTHA and "BUDWOODIN" very helpful indeed, provided 
sampans, food etc. All villagers on way back showed routes and tracks and were 
friendly. 
Someone in HABIBPARA must be JAPANESE AGENT, as whole ambush was known to the 
enemy. Local report, reinforcements came KANYANDIN 
 
Information - Japanese. 
TACTICS - When fired on, Japs made for trees and several shot whilst climbing. 
Japs did not follow up. All very bad shots and fired wildly. 
DRESS - L.M.G. gunners were dressed in Dark Green and BLACK (repeat BLACK) 
uniforms. Remainder in Green or Brown material, good like American uniforms. 



Senior Officer of two, wore WHITE shirt and Bush-hat, did not look like Japanese 
- more like Burmese - JIF ?, also carried stick and not sword. 
HEADRESS - Mainly peaked cap, also steel helmets and some with black leather 
helmets like a crash helmet with 2 iron bands on top. 
SIZE - Many were very big Japs over 6 feet, but mostly average 5 feet 6 inches. 
WEAPONS - "96" type L.M.G., "86" type grenade discharger, rifles long, LEE 
ENFIELD rifles and bayonets and grenades. One man carried small dark green box 
on back, possibly wireless or Amn Box. 
MORALE - Obviously expecting and knowing presence of enemy - did not get to 
close quarters and fired very wildly as soon as fired upon. 
OWN TROOPS - Favoured T.S.M.C. and LEE ENFIELD rifle. Many Japs shot at long 
range with these but few with New Type. Grenades very useful. 
95% men returned barefooted, as impossible to swim with boots - few men with 
"Patrol Boots" found them very Satisfactory. 
MORALE OF TROOPS - very high indeed and high Standard of fitness. 
 
 
 
                                       Signed:- K.R. KNOX.  Capt. 
 
Report from Captain K.R. Knox and Patrol, less Lieut. Erskine and party. 
 
                                       Signed:- J.A.K. HOPE.  Lieut. (I.O.). 
  



PATROL NO. BULL 1. 
 
Patrol Comdr     :- CAPTAIN D.M. BELL. 
 
Composition      :- 4 Full Ranks, 30 B.O.Rs. 
 
Orders           :- To approach rear of Pt. 124 via re-entrant 357437, find 

out whether Pt. 124 was occupied and if so attack it. 
 
Time Out         :- 2000 hrs 27 Oct 43. 
 
Time In          :- 0600 hrs 28 Oct 43. 
 
Route            :- HATHIPAUK 357441 (deserted) re-entrant 357437. 
 
Enemy Located    :- Pt. 124 & Spur 357438 at 0220 hrs - Strongly held and 

wired. 
    Spur 356441 at 0730 hrs - Strength - L.M.G. 
 
Casualties inflicted on Enemy 
 
                 :- Unknown. 
 
Own Casualties   :- 1 Officer & 10 B.O.Rs MISSING. 6 B.O.Rs WOUNDED (1 since 

died of wounds). SEE APPENDIX A 
 
Information from Locals 
                 :- Information from Capt. Strong "V" Force - Japs had 

withdrawn to line of KWEZA-BINGA gap, leaving standing 
Patrol of 10 men on Pt. 124. 

 
Amn. Expenditure :- As per Appendix "A". 
 
Losses of Equipment  "  "    "       " . 
 
Brief Topographical Report 
                 :- Chaung 358440 fordable - Hill slopes, very thick scrub 

and very steep. 
 

    APPENDIX "A". 
    ************* 

 
Patrol crossed CHAUNG and moved up re-entrant 358437 and on to SPUR 357438, 
where they encountered wire and a fox-hole which they found to be unoccupied but 
a shovel lying beside it. They moved forward through the wire until they came 
across several strands of wire with tins attached. The Patrol Comdr put his Pln 
in an all-round defensive position and decided to wait until first light to 
decide on any further action. After half an hour (0220 hrs) three L.M.Gs opened 
up from short range and hand grenades were thrown (discharger cups were believed 
to have been used). Patrol returned fire with L.M.G. and Grenades and several 
Japs were seen to fall. Jap Grenades fell on 2 sections, inflicting casualties. 
The Patrol Comdr then gave the orders to withdraw down the hill. As they moved 
down the hill, several grenades were thrown at them inflicting further 
casualties - some of these were Bakelite and the splintering caused little 
damage. During the withdrawal through thick scrub and darkness, several men were 
separated from their sections. 
CASUALTIES - ENEMY   :- NOT KNOWN. 
CASUALTIES - OWN TPS :- SIX WOUNDED, EVACUATED TO A.D.S. 
    2 POSSIBLY KILLED. 
    1 OFFICER AND 3 B.O.Rs BELIEVED WOUNDED. 
    6 B.O.Rs NOT YET RETURNED. 
As the Patrol withdrew to own positions, they were fired at by L.M.Gs on the 
foremost edge of SPUR 356441. 



Pte. Green returned. He had seen Jap Officer with a T.S.M.C. shoot Pte. Mawston, 
who was wounded. Whilst crossing CHAUNG he was fired on by L.M.Gs. on SPUR 
355441. Our own Brens replied and silenced Jap L.M.G. 
  
1300 hrs Pte. Bonnar returned, he had been taken prisoner and taken to what he 
thought to be H. Q. where he was asked questions which he could not understand 
and kicked in the stomach and beaten up. As he was being escorted away, he dived 
down the hillside, dropping 2 Grenades behind him. He then made his way back 
across the CHAUNG. 
 
JAP INFORMATION. 
      Officer very short, bush hat, Tommy Gun, NO sword. 
      NO non-japs seen. 
      Several men with RED badges on arms. 
      Grenades H.E. and Bakelite used - also grenade dischargers. 
 


